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This invention relates to a harness for carrying con-
tainers, such as a postman’s bag or a fruit picker’s bag
in carrying position, and has for an object the provision
of means of the character designated which shall provide
sreater comfort and convenience for the user.

A further object of our invention is to provide a har-
ness for supporting a bag or other container in carrying
position on the body of a person, in which the major por-
tion of the weight of the bag is borne on the hips of the
user, and a minor portion on his shoulder.

As is well known in the art to which our invention re-
]ates, bags such as are used by postmen and fruit pickers,
when fully loaded, are quite heavy, weighing up to 30
pounds, and are usually carried by a single strap which
is usually passed over the shoulder of the user, on the
side on which the bag is carried. This results in all of
the weight of the bag and its contents being supported by
the upper portion of the spine, and bearing as 1t does, on
one shoulder only, imposes a lateral bending strain on the
spine; with such bags it is also often necessary to shift
the bag partially around the body toward the front in
order to see and obtain access to the contents. This im-
poses an additional twisting strain on the spine.,

These and other difficulties are overcome by means of
our invention in which we provide a belt with at least
one enlargement or pad positioned to bear on a hip of
the user together with a supporting member for the bag
readily attachable to, and detachable from the pad, and
guide and slide means cooperating between the support-
ing member and one of the enlargements or pads.

Devices embodying features of our invention are illus-
trated in the accompanying drawings, forming a part of
this application, in which: |

FIG. 1 is a plan view showing a preferred form of the
belt portion of our improved harness;

FIG. 2 1is a fragmentary plan view drawn to an enlarged
scale showing the belt with one of the supporting pads
and a bag supporting member, detached from the bag;

FIG. 3 is a side view showing the belt portion as worn
by a user;

FIG. 4 is a fragmentary front elevation, with parts
broken away and in section, showing the preferred form
of our invention assembled;

FIG. 5 is a sectional view taken along the line V—V
-~ of FIG. 4;

FIG. 6 is a fragmentary front elevational view, with
parts broken away and in section, similar FIG. 4, show-
ing a modified form of our invention; and

FIG. 7 is a sectional view taken along the line ViI—
VII of FIG. 6.

Referring to the drawings for a better understanding
of our invention, we show in FIG. 4, by way of illustra-
tion, a fragment of a postman’s bag 10 having two hori-
zontally spaced loops 11 positioned to receive rings 12,
to which a carrying strap 13 is secured and which, in
carrying position passes over the shoulder of the person
carrying the bag.

At 14 we show a belt which passes around a person’s
waist. A pair of concave-convex pads or enlargements
16 and 17 are each detachably mounted on the belt posi-
tion for the concave side to fit over a person’s hips. They
may be detachably mounted on the belt by means of
downwardly opening spring clips 18 and 19 which book
over the belt, whereby they may be shifted laterally to
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fit over the hips of the person wearing the belt. The
pads may be made of metal or any other suitable rela-
tively rigid material and are curved inwardly to fit snugly
over a person’s hips. Preferably, also, a sheet 20 of
flexible material, such as leather or other suitable flexible
material is stretched across the rear, concave side of the
pad and secured at the edges. This provides a yieldable
cushion against the hip of the wearer. Mounted on each
of the pads or enlargements, on the upper portion thereof,
is a U-shaped upwardly opening bag supporting mem-
ber 21.

Detachably mounted on the bag 10 is a bag support-
ing guide rod 22 which, when the bag is in carrying posi-
tion, fits over the member 21. It thus provides for shift-
ing the bag laterally in order to get at its contents, the rod
22 and member 21 cooperating as a guide and slide
means. The rod 22 is bowed outwardly to conform to the
curvature of the pads or enlargements 16 and 17. It is
bent over and backwardly on itself near the ends to form
downwardly projecting loops 23 and 24 at the ends, the
rod terminating in pointed ends 26 and 27 on the upper
sides of the loops, which pointed ends engage detachably
with the loops 11 on the bag. When the bag is in carry-
ing position, its weight bearing on the outwardly bowed
rod 22 causes the loops 23 and 24 {o bear against the belt
and thus prevent the rod 22 from turning.

In use, the carrying strap is adjusted so that the major
portion of the weight of the bag 10 is born by the belt 14,
through the pad or enlargement 16 or 17, as the case may
be, the rod 22 and the U-shaped supporting member 21.
The bag may be shifted laterally to obtain ready access
to its contents, the member 21 and the rod 22 serving as
guide and slide means principally supporting the bag and

guiding its movements.

Referring now to FIGS. 6 and 7 we show a modified
form of our invention. In accordance with this modifi-

~ cation we provide the belt 14’ with the supporting pads
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as before, (only pad 17’ being shown). On each of the
pads we mount a supporting guide rod 31 which is lo-
cated in a position lower on the pad than the hook 21,
for an obvious reason. Bearing downwardly on the guide
rod on the side upon which the bag is being carried, is a
downwardly opening U-shaped slide member 32. The
slide member 32 is provided with upwardly and out-
wardly diverging arms 33 and 34 which terminate in
horizontal end portions 36 and 37. The latter engage in
the loops 11 on the bag and transmit the weight to the
pad 16’ or 17’ as the case may be.

As in the previously described modification, the carry-
ing strap 13 is so adjusted that the major portion of the
weight of the bag is borne by the belt 14’ through the
pad 16" or 17" as the case may be, the guide rod 31, the
slide member 32, and its upwardly and outwardly diverg-
ing arms 33 and 34. When the user shiits the position
of the bag 10 laterally, the slide member 32 slides on
the guide rod 31. In accordance with this modification
also, there is a possible limited outward movement of the
bag away from the body, the arms 33 and 34 and slide
member 32 pivoting on the guide rod 31.

From the foregoing it will be apparent that we have
devised an improved means for supporting containers
such as postmen’s and fruit picker’s bags in carrying posi-
tion on the body of a person which is effective to provide
greater comfort and a minimum strain upon the spine

of the user.
While we have shown our invention in but two forms,

it will be obvious to those skilled in the art that it is not
so kmited, but that it is susceptible of various other
changes and modifications, without departing from the -
spirit thereof, and we desire therefore, that only such
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3 .
limitations shall be placed thereupon as are specifically
set forth in the appended claims.

What we claim is:

1. In a harness for supporting a load from a belt

around a person’s waist, a container having two horizon-
tally spaced loops near its upper edge, a shoulder strap
connected to the loops, a belt having an enlargement posi-
tioned when worn to bear against the person’s hip, an
upwardly opening hook on the enlargement, and a sup-
porting guide bar having its ends engaged in the loops on
the bag and extending horizontally when in supporting
position in supporting engagement with the upwardly
opening hook.

2. In a harness for supporting a load in carrying posi-
tion from a belt around a person’s waist, a bag having two
horizontally spaced loops thereon near its upper edge, a
concavo-convex enlargement on the belt positioned for
its concave side to bear on the person’s hip, an upwardly
opening hook mounted on the convex side of the enlarge-

ment, and a supporting guide bar outwardly bowed from -

the person’s body having its ends detachably engaged in
the loops on the bag and extending substantially horizon-
tally over the convex side of the enlargement to engage
with the hook when in carrying position and support the
bag.

3. In a harness for supporting a load when 1n carrying
position on a person’s body, a container having two
spaced loops thereon near its upper edge, a belt adapted
to pass around a person’s waist, a concavo-convex en-
largement on the belt positioned for its concave side to
bear on the person’s hip, an upwardly opening U-shaped
member mounted on the convex side of the enlargement,
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a guide bar extending horizontally over the convex side
of the enlargement and engaging slidably with the
U-shaped member, the guide bar being bent over and
backward on itself near the ends thereof to form depend-
ing loops terminating in backwardly directed pointed ends

which engage in the loops on the bag to support the bag.
4. A device as set forth in claim 3 in which the en-

largement is adjustable lengthwise of the belt.

5. In the means set forth in claim 2, a downwardly
projecting loop formed in at least one end of the support-
ing guide bar constructed and arranged to be hooked into
one of the loops on the bag and to lie flat against the belt

- when supporting the bag, whereby to hold the bar against

turning in the loops.
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