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This invention relates to improvements in article holders

of the type adapted to support knmives, bladed tools, -

brooms, shovels, and various other- implements in .sus-
pended posijtions. - R | T

The primary object of the present invention is to pro-

vide a novel holdér or rack for supporting various types

7" ‘and in normal practice it is secured t0 a side wall or. other

United States Patent Office
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. Fig. 6 is a perspective view of one of the channeled

‘blocks which holds a gripping member of spherical shape.

 Referring to the drawing, the numeral 1 designates a

substantially straight, elongated plate of upiform width

throughout its length, having upper and lower forwardly
protruding parallel flanges 2 and 3, the upper -flange
having a downwardly curved forward edge and the lower
flange lying ina plane substantially at right angles to the
plate. The plate 1 may be of any suitable length de-
pending upon the number of articles it is intended to hold,

supporting medium by means of screws, an adhesive, or
other suitable device. When in a supporting position, the

- plate 1 preferably is arranged against a side wall with the
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of tools or implements, the holder having a plurality of

relatively adjustable gripping members adapted to engage

convenient removal whenever desired.

The present invention embodies an elongated flanged

supporting member having a plurality of relatively ad-
justable blocks mounted thereon which are positioned
with respect to one another so as to¢ provide intervening
slots of suitable -width to receive “tool handles;’ knife

blades, or other devices, certain of the blocks having ad-

justable gripping balls confined within inclined channels

in the blocks which communicate at their lower ends.

with the slots, thereby permitting *-the”bhlls to-fall into
oripping engagement with the devices then positioned In

the slots. The adjustable blocks are separately detachable

from the flanged supporting member, and their relative
positions on the supporting member may be easily changed

to increase or decrease the widths of the intervening slots
40

to accommodate tool handles, blades, or other objects
of various sizes. S

The article holder embodying the present invention may
have a sufficient length to provide means for supporting

any number of knives, tools, and other ‘objects in sus-
45

pended positions in which any one of them may be easily
removed without displacing the others. |

with the tools or implements, automatically and :securely
hold them in suspended positions but permitting their
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~ justable blocks 4 of suitable shape and- size. lo
‘are preferably made of a fairly hard plastic or rubber

lower flange 3 extending horizontally to provide a mar-

- o -

row shelf for supporting a fiumber of independently ad-
The blocks

material which is somewhat rigid but at the same time
slightly flexible so as to make It possible to mount them
on the supporting plate 1, or to detach them, as will be
later described. The blocks 4 are -of uniform height,
corresponding substantially to the width of the plate 1,
but their widths may vary, and each has parallel front
and rear sides 5 and 6, upper and lower parllel sides 7
and 8, and parallel lateral sides 9 and 10. Each block
is formed at its upper rear corner with a horizontal

groove 11 within which the forwardly disposed: upper
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~ blocks are so proportioned that they will normally remain

The primary object of the present invention is tt_}_ pro-w .
vide an article holder of the kind characterized, having

a plurality of relatively adjustable gripping elements

which makes it possible to support a number of knife

blades, tool handles, or other devices having varying
widths in positions permitting their selective removal.

Other and further objects of my invention will be

" pointed out hereinafter or will be indicated in the ap-
¥ib
~art upon an understanding of the present disclosure. For

pended claims or will be obvious to one skilled in the

the purpose of this application, I have elected to show
herein certain forms and details of an article holder
representative of my invention; it is to be understood,
however, that the embodiment of my invention herein

shown and described is for the purpose of illustration only -

and that therefore it is not to be regarded as exhaustive
of the variations of the invention in the art.
In the accompanying drawing:

bodying my invention;

~ Fig. 2 is a sectional view taken on the line 2—2 of
Fig. 1; - | | - |

Fig. 3 is a top plan view of the article holder; |
Fig. 4 is a sectional view taken on the line 4—4 of

Fig. 3; | ) -
Fig. 5 is a bottom view of the article holder; and
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flange 2 is adapted to fit. When mounting a block on the
supporting plate, such block ds first placed in a slightly

- - inelined position with the horizontal groove 11 -arranged

to receive the upper flange 2, and when so positioned the

lower portion of the block is forced rearwardly- until

its lower side 8 rests en and is positioned above the lower

. f . . . .

flange 3 and its rear side 6 is against the plate. The
in fixed positions on the supporting plate when once
mounted thereon. It is evident that the plate 1 may be
so arranged on a supporting structure that the positions
of the upper and lower flanges 2 and 3 are reversed, but

" in such an event the grooves 11 would then be positioned

at the lower rear corners of the blocks 4. The blocks are
so arranged with respect to one another that slots 12 of
suitable widths are positioned therebetween, such slots
being adapted to receive a tool handle A or a knife blade
or other object. The block 4a at the left end of the

plate 1 may be solid throughout if so desired. -

Each of the blocks 4 is provided with an inclined
channel 13 which extends through the lateral side 9 and
communicates at its lower end and side with an adjacent

‘slot 12, such channel being open at its upper end. The

channel 13 of each block is partially closed at its lower

“end by a substantially horizontal shelf 14 which is adapted

to support a globular member or spherical ball 15 which i1s
loosely held in the channel. The lower ends of the chan-
nels 13 are so positioned with respect to the slots 12 that

" the globular members 15 extend into the slots or engage
* with the sides 10 of the blocks to the left, depending upon

the spacing of such blocks or the widths of the slots.
Thus, if two of the blocks are sufficiently close together

to form = narrow slot which will be adapted to receive
slidably but fairly snugly a knife blade, the globular mem-

" ber 15 will normally engage with the side 10 of the par-

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of an article hblder em- 65
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ticular block positioned to the left of the slot. (See
Fig. 4.) ©On the other hand, if two of the blocks are
separated sufficiently to provide a wide intervening slot

" 12 for the accommodation of, say, a hammer handle, the

globular member will not extend to the left sufficiently to
contact the side 10 of the adjacent block. It is to be

noted that the blocks 4 may be positioned in different

 relative positions on the plate 1 to provide intervening -
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slots 12 of different widths. The outer sides 6f thé chan-
nels 13 are inclined outwardly from the slots ‘12,-thereby - -

allowing the globular members 15 to recede freely from
the slots as they are moved upwardly. Thus, when a handle
A, knife blade or other object is inserted into a slot 12
from below and pushed upwardly, the engaged globular
member 15 will be retracted from the slot and moved- up-
wardly, thereby allowing such object to extend well into
the slot. Upon releasing the object so inserted into-the
slot, such object drops downwardly while still engaging
with the globular member, and the latter also dropping
downwardly in its channel 13 exerts a sufficient pressure
upon the object to hold it in a suspended position. By
pushing the handle, knife blade, or object upwardly and
at the same time moving it outwardly through the front
opening in the slot, the clamping action of the globular
member thereon is discontinued, thereby permitting the
release of such handle, knife blade, or object. '

The globular member may be made from any suitable

material which does not provide a smooth surface, such

as certain kinds of plastic, fairly hard rubber, or the like,

What I claim is: |

1. In an article holder, an elongated supporting plate
having upper and lower substantially horizontal flanges
extending forwardly and arranged in substantially par-
allel relationship, the upper flange having a downwardly
cxtending longitudinal forward edge portion, a plurality
of individually adjustable blocks, detachably supported
on the plate between the upper and Ilower flanges and
having horizontally aligned grooves at their upper rear
sides for receiving the downwardly extending edge por-
tion of the upper flange, the blocks resting on the lower
flange, the blocks being spaced from one another to form
article receiving intervening slots
relatively -adjustable longitudinally along the supporting
plate to provide intervening slots of varying widths, in-
clined -channels in the blocks, the channels being open
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and the blocks being - -
- 35 o

at their upper ends and having their lower end portions

4

communicating with the 'iﬁ-ter?'e'ning slots, ‘the channels
- ‘baving supporting shelves-at-their lower ends, and a plu-

rality of globular members ~-movably positioned in the
channels and normally resting on the shelves, the globu-
lar members having portions projecting into the slots

when resting on the shelves.
2. In an article holder, an elongated supporting plate

having spaced parallel upper and lower longitudinal
flanges, a plurality of longitudinally adjustable blocks
supported on the plate between the upper and lower
flanges, the blocks normally being spaced from one an-
other to provide intervening article receiving slots, and
such blocks: being individually adjustable along the plate

- 10 provide intervening slots of varying widths between

the blocks, inclined channels in the blocks, the channels
being open at their upper ends and having their lower
end portions opening into and communicating with the
slots, the channels having supporting shelves at. their
lower ends; and a plurality of globular members movably
positioned in the channels, and the globular -members
being normally supportéd on the shelves and positioned
with portions thereof extending into adjacent slots, where-
by articles positioned in the slots may be held in sus-

g pended positions between sides of certain blocks and

the globular members carried by other blocks.
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