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1 Clalm. (Cl 160—202)

The present mventlen relates to a new and useful i im-
prtwement in shower stall mstallatlens ‘and more par-

ticularly to a sectional teleseep1e shower door assembly

T mted States Patent .fﬁce

2850089
Patented Sept. 2 1958_"-_ |

Flgure 3 lllustrates a horlzontal eress sectton in Wthh
the relanenshlp of the vertical channels and the sections

- is illustrated in closed position. As shown, vertical chan- :

15

suitable for mstallatren In combination-with-atuborina

shower stall.

Itis an eb]ect of the present 1nvent10n to prowde a shd- .

ing- sectional shower door and meuntmg means therefor
~ which shall be easily installed and of relatively low cost,
: whﬂe yet highly effective for the purpose. B

~+ It1s a further object of the present invention to prevrde

a.combination. tub and shower arrangement incorporat-

mg a sectional sliding door- assembly. -
- Further Ob_]ECtS ‘of the rnventlen and nevel features of
- the inventionwill- be- apparent from’the' follewmg speci-
- fication and claims and i In the accompanying drawings.
~ In the drawmgs |

'faemﬂ' a tub and shower door assembly of the invention.
Figure 2 is a somewhat enlarged vertical transverse

- tional view taken along lines 3—-3 of Figure 1.
. Figure 4 is a horizontal view corresponding to Frgure 3
;but with the door panels in open position. N

- Figure 5 is an enlarged vertical transverse cross section
taken along lines 22 of Figure 1 illustrating the man-

ner. in which the panel sections are slidably pesmoned

and the track structure.

Figure 6 is a vertical longitudinal view partly in cross
section illustrating the position of one .of the panels of
- the sectional sliding door member.

Figure 7 is a horizontal view partly in cross section
| 111nstratmg a modified form of the mventlen mcerperated
~ 1n a stall shower.
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nels 18 and 19 are positioned at each side of the recess

between the upper and lower channels in which the sec-

“tion panels are guided. Fach panel is formed with its

vertical edges having eutwardly projecting longitudinal
flanged portions. These may ‘be in the form of integrally
shaped or molded portions, or preferably in the form of

o preformed strips as shown at 24 and 24a on panel 20, 25

and 25z on panel 21, 26 and 26a on panel 22, and 27
and 27a on panel 23. These edge members: permrt inter~ .
locking engagement of the respeetlve panels so. that by
pulling horizontally on handle 28 ‘and sliding..the ﬁrst__
panel in one direction the leading edge in- that dlrectlen_ |
will engage a eorrespendmg edge projection on the ad]a-

cent. panel and so on. :In: clesrng, the same thing. will

occur. . For example the edge member on panel 20.will
engage edge member 25 on panel 21, with contmuatlen
of the horizontal sliding movement of panels 20 and 21

edge member 25 will engage member .26 on panel 22, and

when the door is fully open all of :the- panels will be llned o
up adjacent and parallel to. end panel 23 as shewn in

Flgure 4,

In closing, the deor handle 28 and panel 20 are shd o

herrzontally to the closed posltron In. domg S0 edge'

o member 24 engages. ‘member 25a on. panel 21, member

Figure 1 is a view in elevation taken in frent of or _?0

- cross-sectional view taken along lines 2—2 of Figure 1.
Figure 3 i1s a somewhat enlarged horizontal cross-sec-
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25 in‘turn’ engages membér 26a on panel 21. The fully

closed position. is. rllustrated in thure 3. Another ad-
vantage of the arrangement shown in Figure 3 is .that the

~spray head of the shower 29 is positioned so that- the

shower spray will flow in a direction away from the junc-
tion of the respective edge members to minimize leakage.

In opening the doer from the msuie handle 28a may be
utilized.

The structure of the upper and lewer herlzontal ehan—- ._
nel members and the respective track and guiding mem-

 bers is illustrated in. Figures 5 and 6. The tracks are

40

Referring to the drawmgs in detail wherem hke refer-

ence characters denote like parts, Figures 1 and 2 show

~ a tub 10 enclosed in a recess defined by side wall portions

11 and 12, rear wall portion 14 and ceiling 13. The tiled
portion of wall 14 1s shown at 15. Across the top of the
Trecess positioned directly above the outer edge of the

tub is positioned a track supporting member 16 in the
- form of an inverted U-channel.

This channel member

o0

09

is fastened to the ceiling between the side walls of the

recess by any suitable means, as by screws or the like.

Within channel 16 are positioned a plurality of track .

. members which support sliding sectional panels 20, 21,
22 and 23 which panels are slid to open or closed position
by ‘means of handle 28. The bottom edges of these
panels are guided by guide tracks formed in another

U-channel member 17 positioned on the top outer edge

portion of the tub below and opposite the upper channel a5

16. Vertical channel members 18 and 19 are provided
~ at the walls of the recess and serve to receive the outer

edges of the outermost panels at each side of the door.

- These vertical channels extend between members 16 and

~17. The panels engage each other threugh edge mem-

bers 24, 25 and 26 which are described in greater detail
in Flgure 3.

60

fors

ed of depending right angular members 31, 32, 33

and 34 welded or otherwise fastened to the bottem of
© channel 16 with the horizontal legs thereby forming
tracks.

to the respective door panels adjacent the top edges of

Slidable members 39, 40, 41 and 42 are attaehed]-'_'.'

each.. Preferably, these slidable members are in the form
of strips bolted or riveted to the panels, but may be
formed integrally therewith. The bottom surfaces of
these strips bear against and are in sliding engagement
with the upper surfaces of the horizontal tracks, as shown.
The door panels 20, 21, 22 and 23 are attached to these

strips and depend therefrom being thereby slidably sup-
~ported by the tracks. L
~which is attached to the outer. top edge of the tub, as -~ -

The bottom channel member 17,

shown in Figure 2, or at the base of.a shower. stall if
desired, is prevzlded with guiding channels ‘or gmeves
within Wthh the bottom edges of the panels are posi-
tioned and guided as shown at the bottom of Flgure 5.
One preferred manner of prevrdmg these channels is by
the use of spacers 35, 36, 37 and 38 in the form of

“elongated right angled members as shown, although any

other desirable type of spacing me bers may be pro-

vided. These spacers serve to hold the panels in a vertl-

cal line while they are being moved horizontally to epen -
and clese the door. The vertical channel 19 at one end

- 1s also shown in Figure 6, as well as bottom horizontal
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channel member 17. Since the bottom channel will tend

to collect water, openings 43 are provided along its base
opening toward the tub to permit drainage.

In Flgure 7 is illustrated a modified form of the inven-
tion in combination with a stall shower. In this: ar-
rangement the walls of the stall are shown at 44, 44q
and 445. The opening to the stall is defined by pests |
45 and 46. The panels ef the sliding door are 47, 48,



3
49 and 50. ¥andles 51 and 52
the panels in either direction from either side. Edge
members 33, 534, 54, 54q, 55,554, 56 and S6a are pro-
vided to previde the interlocking arrangement similar to
that shown in Figures 3 and 4. Although not shown, the
panels slide -in tracks supported in 2 -channel, -and- are
guided by a ‘bottom channel smnlar to the members Bk
lustrated in Figure 5. * SR

- Any suitable matenals of construetmn may be ut111zed
fer fabricating the products of :his invention. The door
panels may be of glass, metal or plastic. --?referably, the
panels are constructed of translucent plastic material such
as polyester resin reinforced with glass fibers, The chan-
nel and track members may be of metal or plastic, but
are preferably of aluminum Monel metal or stainless
or plated steel. The edge engaging members are also
preferably of similar metals. The sliding members which
engage the tracks and support the panels may be of
plastic, ‘metal, or other suitable material. In plaee of
the slidable strip, wheels may be used.

- This invention is susceptible to various changes in
form, proportions or construction, all of which fall with-
in the scepe of the IIIVBIIUOH as deﬁned by the appended
claim, - - |
- I claim:

A sectional shower bath door comprising a plurality
of parallel, spaced, horizontally supported overhead track
members, a plurality of vertically depending separate
shower door panels including an cutermost panel, at least
one intermediate panel, and an innermost panel, each
slidably supported upon one of said overhead track
members, a plurality of horizontally positioned spaced

2,850,089

are provided for sliding =
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grooved members positioned across the bottom. of the

shower opening and directly beneath the overhead track

members, the-bottom edge portions cf each door panel

being slidably positioned within and engaging cne of said
spaced grooved members, ‘said outermost dcor panel
having an inwardly turned edge portion coextensive with
and extending along each vertical edge thereof, each said
intermediate dcor panel having an edge portion which 15
both inwardly and outwardly turned coextensive with and
extending along each vertical =dge thereof, said inner-

- most pane! having outwardly turned edge portions co-

extensive with and extending along each vertical edge
thereof, the panels being arranged with the respective
edge portions of each being positioned for interlccking
engagement with a corresponding edge poriton of an
adjacent panel whereby said panels may be moved hori-
zontally to open or close said door by sliding the outer-
most panel to one side or the other and causing horizontal
movement of said panels upon their respective tracks
by effecting successive engagement of the mner engagmg |

| portlons of the respectwe panels
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