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The invention relates generally to accordions and more
particularly to means for applying indicia thereto.

The general object of the invention is to provide a novel
means for attaching indicia to an accordion, the indicia,
for example, being lettering.

Ancther object 1s to promde an accordion . havmg a
novel grill construction arranged to receive a series of
plaques carrying indicia such as letters so that the owner

of the mmstrument may readily place his name or other

“Iindicia on the instrument.

St ancother cobject is to prOVIde a novel ﬂrlll con-
straction of the foregoing character, in which the plaques
ars detachably mounted on the grill so that the indicia

2y be changed when desired.

Cther objects and advantages will become apparent
~ from the followmg descrlptlon taken in connection with
1he a{:u.,ompanymcr dramngs in waich:

- Fig. 1 i1s a perspective view of an accordion pmwded
with indicia means embodying the features of the inven-
tion; |

Flﬂ' 2 is an enlarged fragmentary view of one end of
the accordion;

Fig. 3 1s a sectional view taken on the line 3—3 of
Fig. 2 | | | |
Fig. 4 is a sectional view taken on the line 4—4 of
Fig. 2; | -
- Fig. 5 is a perspective View of one of the indicia
means; | |

- Fig. 6 15 a pﬂrspectwe view showing the manner in

whlch the indicia means may be removed from the ac-
cordion; |
Fig. 7 is =z sectional view taken on the Ime 7—-——7 of
Fig. 6; and | -
Fig. & is a sectional view similar to Fig. 7 but show-
‘ing the mama means as it IS being applled to the ac-
cordion. |
An accordion is usually provided with artistic decom-
tion on its exterior, including a name plate or imsignia
oi the manufacturer of the instrument. An owner of

such insirument ﬁuuld also iike to apply his name to

the instruoment 1» & decoraflve manner but heretoiore
there has been no convenient way to do so except in a
make-shift manuer by permanently applying an additicnal
name plate. . This involves substantial expense and in
many instances the additional name plate would not con-
form tco the decoration on the instrument. |
The present invention provides a msans for applying

indicia to an accordion, which indicia may be in the form
Of course,

of a series of letters spelling the owner’s pame.
designs or indicia other than letiers may be placed there-
cn. The letters or other indicia are provided on plaques
which are detachablv connected to a portion of the accor-
dion 8o that they ny' -
change the indicia. In the case where the plaques carry
letters tc spell a name, the plaques are of uniform size

and the dealer then can carry a supply of plaques having
- al] the required letters so that any name may be applied

fo the instrument.

be readily changed if it is desired to
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In the preferred embodiment of the invention, a decora-
tfive grill structure is provided on one end of the
instrument and forms a plurality of open areas into
which the plaques may be inserted. The grill structure
in certain portions thereof is provided with notches lo-
cated mnwardly from the ocuter face of the grill, and the
plaques are provided with inwardly extending clip means
engageable in such notches. The clip means are resilient
so that as the plaque is pushed into place, the clip means
will snap into engagement with the notches. To remove
the plaques, a small tool in the nature of a screwdriver
1s provided to pry upwardly on the plaques thereby bend-
Ing them and effecting release of the clip means from
the notches. |
~In Fig. 1 of the drawings I have shown an accordion
having at one end a piano type keyboard indicated gen-
erally at 10 for manipulation by the right hand of the
player. Adjacent the keyboard 19 i1s an end wall 11, in
this instance, provided with a plate 12 which for decora-
tive purposes has longitudinal corrugaticns 13. In the
valleys between the corrugations are a ssries of small
holes 14 tc permit sound to emerge from the interior
of the accordion.

To provide further decoration, a grill, inciczied gen-
erally at 15, is mounted on the end wall 11. The grill 15
overlies a portion of the corrugated plate 12 and com-
prises a plurality of intersecting bars forming rows of
open areas 16. The grill 15 may embrace the usual
switch keys 17 (sece Fig. 1) along one side of the grill,
and at the opposite side of the grill a plate 2§ carrying
the maker’s insignia and a name plate 21 for the manu-
facturer’s name may be permanently secured. The major
portion of the grill comprises the rows of open areas 16.
In the present instance, the grill 15 is made of plastic
material and comprises intersecting bars. which are of
inverted V-shape in cross section, thus promdmg two
sides 24 for each bar. With the bars formed in this
meznner, the open areas 16 are provided with tapering
sides. In the present instance, the bars extending lon-
gitudinally adjacent the keyboard 18 are thicker than
the bars at the opposite side of the grill, and the trans-
verse bars intersecting these longitudinal bars are corre-
spondingly tapered in thickness as illustrated in Fig. 4.
Thus, the open areas adjacent the keyboard 18 are deeper
than those at the opposite side of the grill and each area
correspondingly varies 1n depth transversely of the grill.

To provide for the application of lettering or other
grill, as for example applying the owner’s
at least one of the longitudinally extending

name thereto,

‘rows of open areas is adapted to receive small plagues

carrying the desired letters or other indicia. In the
present instance, the grill 15 is shown in Fig. 1 as hav-

ing five longimdmally extending rows of open areas, and

the center row 1s arranged to receive such plaques.

' While the intersecting bars forming the grill may be

placed at any desired angle relative to each other, in the
present instance the grill comprises rows of rectangular
areas formed by longitudinally and :ransversely extend-
Preferably the
plaques are so dimensioned as to it within these areas

and consequently the plaques are given a a:orresponding

~ rectangular shape

As shown in the drawmgs each plague 1s indicated
g...mmllv au, 23 and comprises a substantiaily ifat plate
member 24, The plague or plate member 24 is adapted
to £t within an open area and to be seated against the
tapering sides therecf., IFormed or mounted on the upper
or ouier face of the plate member 24 is indicia such as a
Preferably the plate member 24 is depressed
within the open arez and r,he letter 25 is of raised form,
so that ths ton surface of the letter is flush with the
top surfzze of the grill 15 as illustrated in Figs. 3 and 4,
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Because of the tapering sides of the open areas, the
plaques or plate members 24 have beveled edges so that
they will seat firmly against the tapering sides of the
open areas.

To hold the plaques in place the transverse bars of
the grill structure in the longitudinally extending row
in which the lettering is to be placed, are provided with
notches spaced inwardly from the outer surface of the
grill, to receive clip means provided on the plaques. In
the present instance, the two sides 22 of the transverse
bars are provided with notches 26 at their inner edges
to recetve the clip means formed on the plaques. To
cooperate with the notches 26, the clip means comprises
a pair of arms 27 extending inwardly frem the inner face
of the plaque or plate member 24. Because of the taper-
ing sides of the open areas, the arms 27 are spaced from
the ends of the plague. At their lower or inner ends, the
arms 27 are provided with outwardly or laterally ex-
tending ledges 3% which are adapted to engage in the
notches 26 when the plaque or plate member 24 is forced
into position in its associated area in the grill. Because

of the variation in depth tranwersely of each area, the

ledges are at a shght angle to the plane of the plate mem-
ber, as illustrated in Fig. 4, so that the lIetter carried by
the plaque will be level with the top surface of the
grill.

The plaques or plate members 24 together with the
lettering or other indicia thereon are preferably made- of
plastic material which is resilient to scme extent, and the
arms X7 are formed integrally with the plaque or nlate
member 24, Thus, when a placue is placed in one of
the open arcas and pushed downwardly therein, the
tapering sides of the open areas engage the ledges 30
and cause the arms 27 to flex inwardly, as illustrated in
Fig. 8. When the plaque is fully seated in the open area,
the ledges will have cleared the upper edge of the notch
and the arms will then swing the ledges outwardly for
engagement in the notches 26 to firmly hold the plaque
in place against the tapering sides of the open area.

With this construction, the owner of the instrument
may select the plaques carrying the letters spelling his
name and insert them in a row in the open areas in the
grill k5. This may be done by merely pressing the
plaques downwardly in these areas until the ledges 3§
snap into the grooves 26 in the inner edges of the cross
bars of the grill structure. The plaques are thus firmly
held in place so that the name of the owner appears on a
prominent part of the instrument. |

Amnotner feature of the immvention lies in the fact that
the plaques are readily removable so that different letiers
may be placed on the instrument to spell a different name
in case the ownership of the instrument is changed. To
remove the piaques, a special tool having a blade in the
nature of a screwdriver blade is provided. Thus, as
shown in Figs. 6 and 7, a tool is provided, having a shank
31 which at its end 1s fiatiened to provide a blade por-
tion 32. The blade portion 32 is inserted between a
longitudinal edge of the plagque to be removed and the
adjacent bar of the grill structure. The grill structure,
being made of a resilient plastic material is sufficiently
bendable to permit the insertion of the blade 32. After
such sertion, the tool is tilted sidewardly to effect a
prying action on the beveled side edge of the plaque
or plate member 24, thus tending to lift the plate mem-
ber or plaque. With the tool placed intermediate the
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“end of the plaque and the ends thereof being held by the

iedges 30, the plaque will bow upwardly as illusirated
in Fig. 7, thus causing the arms 27 to swing inwardiy
until the ledges 30 are disengaged from the notches Z6.
The plaque may then be lifted out of the grill structure
by continued prying action on the tool. When the
plaque is removed in this manner, no damage occurs to
it so that it may be used again. However, it may be
replaced or plaques carrying other letters may be sub-
stituted.

I claim:

. In an accordion having an end wall, a decorative
a plu-
rality of intersecting bars forming a plurality of open
areas therebetween, said bars having an inverted vV form
i1 cross section, each area thus having tapering sides,
opposite bars forming certain of said areas having notches
in the mner edges of the sides of the V, and a plurality
of plagques shaped to fit 1n said areas with the side edges
of the plagues engaging the tapering sides of the areas,
cach plaque having a pair of arms spaced from opposite
edges of the plaque and extending inwardly and pro-
vided with laterally projecting ledges at their inner ends
engageable 1n said notches to hold the plaque in enmge-
ment with the tapering sides of the area.

2. In an accordion having an end wall, a decorative
arill mounted on said end wall and comprising a plurality
of intersecting bars forming a plurality of open areas
therebetween, said bars having an inverted V form in
cross section, each area thus having tapering sides, op-
posite bars forming certain of said areas having notches
in the inner edges of the sides of the V, and a plurality
of plaques shaped to fit in said areas with the side edges
of the plaques engaging the tapering sides of the areas,
cach plaque having a pair of arms extending inwardly
and having ledges on their inner ends engageable in said
nofches to hold the plagque in place, and each plague
being resiliently bendable whereby the plague will bow
longitudinally wihen pried upwardly intermediate its ends
to swing the ledges out of the notches for releasmg the
plaque.

3. In an accordion having an end wall, a decoratwe
grill mounted on said end wall and comprising a plu-
rality of intersecting bars forming a plurality of open.
areas tnerebetween, certain of said bars having notches
spaced inwardly from their outer edges, and a plurality
of plaques shaped to fit in said areas and having resilient
clip portions bendable as the plaques are forced into
place in said arcas and engageable in said notches to hold
the plaques In place cach plaque also being resiliently
bendable to permit bowing thereof when pried upwardly
mtermediate its ends said clip portions being swingable
inwardly cut of the notches by such bowing for releasmﬂ
the plaque.
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