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This invention relates to an advertising device for

the top of a gasoline pump. More particularly, it per--

tains to a transparent plastic container adapted for at-
tachment to the top of a gasoline pump and for enclos-
ing advertising matter therein.

In the past the oil companies have been inclined to
advertise their products such as gasollne on the permises
of gaselme filling stations by using advertising means of
varying types. Such advertising means have Included
posters, signs, banners, and the like, attached to perma-
nent standards and buﬂdmgs to attract the attention of
the motorist. Most of the advertising means have been
of relatively fragile construction designed for temporary
advertising purposes only. For that reason the advertis-
ing means have been relatively. short-lived due to the
demmental effects of the weather.

One type of such advertising means has mcluded card-
board signs printed and folded for attachment to a globe
on top of a gasoline pump. - Such cardboard signs have
been satisfactory for temporary advertising, but have
been subject to the usual disadvantages of cardboard
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3
the present invention may be stated in general terms as
including in a gasoline pump having a glcbe top, a pair
of transparent plastic members fabricated from two sheets
of plastic, each member having a lower portion embossed
X0, nr'lese substantially one half-side of the globe, cach
member having an upper portion slightly spaced from a
corresponding portion of the other member to proviae a
substantially rectangular-shaped chamber above the lower
portmn ‘the assembled members having peripheral mar-
gins around three sides, portions of which are cemented
together, the remaining portions of the margins being
clamped together by metal U-shaped clips, and the lower
extremities of the members having outturned footers rest-
ing upon the top of the gasoline pump for pl‘OVldlIlU addi-
tional support.

The preferred embodiment of the invention is illustrated
by way of example in the accompanying drawing wherein:
~ Figure 1 is a perspective view of a gasoline pump hav-
ing a plastle advertising topper attached thereto; |

Fig. 2 is an enlarged fragmentary view showing the top

 portion of a gasoline pump with the plastic topper at-
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when scored and folded, i. e. it tears readily, parﬂeularly _

when subjected to rain and strong winds. .
Hence, a need for a more nermanent type of advertis-

'nﬂ means at such places as gasoline filling stations has
emsted It has been found that fransparent piastic

sheets, which are resistant to variations in the weather
and temperature may be used as containers for card-

board signs, and that the signs may be changed frem tlme

to time without changmg the container.
“Accordingly, it is'a general object of this invention to

provide a means for mounting advertismg signs - on the

| top of a gasoline pump.
It is another object of this invention to provide a con-

tainer for advernsmg signs which is secured to the top

of a gasoline pump in a weather-resistant and permanent

manner.
It is another cbject of this invention to provide a con-

tainer for advertising matter which protects such matter
from the demmental ‘effects of weather, temperature
changes, and Lhe like.,
| Fmally, it is an -Db]ECL of this invention to provide
a gasoline pump topper coastruction which substantially
eliminates the difficulties enumerated and which obtains
the foregoing desiderata in a simple and effective manner.
These and other objects and advantages apparent to
those skilled in the art from the following description and
claims may be obtained, the stated results achieved and
the desenbed difficulties overcome by the discoveries, prin-
c1ples apparatus parts, combmaﬁens subcombmatlons
and - elements which eompnse the present invention, the

nature of which is set forth in the following statement; a

preferre-d embodiment of which—illustrative of the best
mode in which apphea,nt has contemplated applying the
pI‘lIlClplE:S-——-—lS set forth in the following description, and
which is particularly and distinctly pointed out and set
forth in the appended claims forming part hereof.

The nature of the gasoline pump topper constructien of
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tached thereto;
Fig.31s a plan view of the assembly of a gascline pump

topper;

Fig. 4 is a vertical sectional view, partly in elemtmn
taken on_the line 4—4 of Fig. 3, ehewmg the pump globe
broken away; and |

Fig. 5 is an enlarged perspective view with parts broken
away, taken on the line 5—35 of Fig. 4.

Similar numerals refer to similar parts throughout the
several figures of the drawings.

InFig. 1 a gasehne pump 1s generally indicated at 1.
It includes a pump top surface 2 and a pump globe 3
and is provided with a pump topper or advertising device
generally indicated at 4. The topper 4 is a container or
shell having a lower enlarged portion 5 adapted for snugly
encasing the pump globe 3 and having an upper flat por-
tion 6, preferably substantially rectangular in shape for

enclosing an advertising card 7.
‘The topper 4 is a shell-like structure including two trans-

parent members or half-portions 8 and 9 as shown 1n Fig.
4., The members 8 and 9 are preferably fabricated from
clear plastic sheets such as vinyl or other similar material. -
The members preferably have some degree of resilience.
The plastic sheets are embossed or drawn to provide a
lower enlarged portion 5 having the exact configuration
of the globe 3. The enlarged portion may be a round
globe such as shown in the drawings, a square ﬂlobe or
a globe having any other configuration.

The member 8 includes a peripheral flange extending
around three sides including opposite edge flange portions
10 and 11 and top flange portion 2. Likewise, the mermn-
ber 9 includes opposite edge flange portions 13 and 14 as
well as top flange pertlon 15. The flange portions are
separated from the main body of the members § and 9 by
shoulders. - For example, flange poriions 11 and 12 in-
clude shoulders 11a and 12q (Fig. 5). The corr espond-
ing flanges on the members 8 and 9 are placed in abut-
ment with each other, leaving a space 7a (Fig. 4) between
upper portions of members 8 and 9. Portions of the
abutting ﬂanges are ceme_nted together at 19 1n a waier-
proof manner. As shown In Fig. 5, the cement 16 ex-

~ tends from a line 17 located slightly below the top of the
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globe to an upper limit line 18 on both opposite edges of
the topper. The lower portions of the abutting flanges

11 and 13 as well as 10 and 14 are not cemented together

to permit separation of the lower part of the members
8§ and 9 for attachment and removal of the topper on the

globe 3.
The greater portions of the abutting flanges 11 and 13

~ and 10 and 14 are held together by U-shaped metal clips
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or clamps 19 and 20, respectively, which extend from the
lower ends of the flanges to a point above the enlarged

portion 5. Each clamp 19 and 28 is retained in place by

fricticnal engagement with the corresponding abutting

flanges 11 and 13 and 1§ and 14, respectively.
The top flange portions 12 and 18 are preferably not
cemented to permit insertion and removal of an adver-

tising card 7 in the space 7a without removal of the
topper 4 from the globe 3. The flanges 12 and 15 are
preferably held together by a clamp 21. However, the
top flange portions 12 and 15 may also be cemented
together, in which case the upper end 18 of the cemented
area 16 continues honzontally across: the top of the sign
and the clamp 21 is unnecessary.

The member 8 is provided with sumlar perlpheral
flanges including opposite edge flange portions 18 and 11
and a top flange portion 12. Likewise, the member 9
has opposite edge flange portions 13 and 14 as well as
top flange portion 15. The flange portions. are separated
from the main body of the members 8 and 9 by shoul-
ders. . Thus, the flange portions 11 and 12 include shoul-
ders 1ia and 12« (Fig. 5).

The lower end of the topper 4 is prowded with a set
of laterally extending footers or flanges dispsoed in oppo-
sitely extending pairs 22 and 23, and 24 and 25. More-
over, the members 8 and 9 include pedestals 26 and 27,
respectively, which surround the lower collar of the globe
3. The footers 22—25 and the pedestals 26 and 27
engage the top surface 2 of the pump as shown in Fig. 2.

The footers 22—25 and the pedestals 26 and 27 are

integral with the lower edges of the respective members
8 and 9 and prowde additional resistance.to distortion
of the entire topper 4 caused by the wind.

The topper 4 is installed by separating the lower por-
tions 5 of each side of the member so that the lower por-
tions may be placed over the globe 3. Thereafter the
UJ-shaped metal clamps 19 and 20 are inserted over the
corresponding side flanges as shown in Fig. 2. The adver-

tising card 7 is then inserted inta the space 7a in the
upper portion of the topper so that the lower edge of
the card contacts the top of the globe 3. The clamp 21

1s then installed along the upper end of the topper 4 to
hold opposite flange portions 12 and 15 together.

The U-shaped clamps 19, 20 and 21 serve the purpose
of not only holding the peripheral side flange portions
together, but also reinforce the entire construction against
tortional forces exerted on the topper 4 by the wind.

When it 1s desirable to replace the sign 7 with a dif-
ferent sign the top clamp 21 is removed and the abutting
flanges 12 and 15 on the top end of the members 8 and
9 are separated slightly to: permlt removal of the sign

7 and replacement with another sign. The clamp 21 is

then replaced until another change of mgns 1is. -desirable.

The device of the present invention is an improve-
ment over previous constructions. because it prmrldes an

effective weather-resistant means for mounting and main-
taining advertising signs in place on top of gasolme
pumps. Moreover, the construction of the present inven-
tion provides a member which is transparent to preserve
the v131b111ty of the lighted globe on the gasohne pump

mounted 1n the upper portion of the topper.
In the foregoing description certain terms have beeu
used for brevity, clearness and understanding, but no

unnecessary limitations are to be implied therefrom be-
vond the requirements

of the prior art, because such
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and the scope of the present invention is not limited to

the exact details of construction shown. | |
Having now described the features, constructions and

principles of the invention, the characteristics of the new

gasoline pump topper construction, and the advantageous,

new and useful results provided; the new and useful
discoveries, principles, parts, elements, combinations, sub-

combinations, structures and arrangements, and mechani-
cal equivalents obvious to those skilled in the art are
set forth in the appended clamms.

I claim:

1. An advertising device for use on a gasoline pump
kaving a top surface and a pump globe on the top sur-

face, the device including a shell-like structure compris-

ing a pair of transparent sheet-like members, the mem-
ers being spaced apart centrally thereof and having
marginal border portions in abutment, clip means for
holding the marginal border portions together in abut-

ment, the structure having a lower portion adapted to

snugly encase the pump globe, and the structure also
having an upper portion providing a space adapted for

- retaining an advertising card in place between the mem-
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bers and above the pump globe.

2. The construction as set forth in claim 1 in which
at least a portion of the marginal border portions is
cemented together..

3. The construction as set forth in claim 1 in which

the lower ends of the members have oppositely out-

turned footers resting on the top surface of the gasoline
pump for providing additional support.
4. An advertising device for use on a gasoline pump

‘having a top surface and a pump globe on the top sur-

face, the device including a shell-like structure comprising
a pair of transparent members fabricated from plastic
sheets, each member having a lower portion embossed
and adapted to enclose substantially one half-side of the

pump globe, each member having an upper portion
~slightly spaced from the corresponding upper portion of

the other member to provide a substantially rectangular-
shaped chamber above the lower portion, the assembled
members having peripheral margins around three sides,
and the margins being clamped together by U-shaped

clips.

5. An advertising device for use on a gasoline pump
having a top surface and a pump globe mounted on the
top surface, the device including a shell-like structure
comprising a pair of transparent sheet—hke members, the
members being spaced apart centrally thereof and having
marginal flanges in abutment around opposite edges and
the top end, clip means for holding the flanges together
in abutment, at least the upper portions of the edge flanges
being cemented together, the structure having a lower

portion adapted to snugly encase the pump globe, the

structure also having an upper portion providing a space
adapted for retaining an advertising card in place be-
tween the members and above the pump globe, and the
lower ends of the members having outturned footers

- resting upon the top surface of the gasoline pump.

- 60
and to gwe visibility to printed matter or advertlsmg signs
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words are used for descriptive purposes hereln and are

intended to broadly construed.
Moreover, the embodiment of the improved construc-

tion 111ustrated and described herein is by way of example j_

70

6. The construction as set forth in claim 5 in which
the lower ends of the members also include pedestals

integral with the members adapted for encasing the lower
portion of the globe
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