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6 Claims. (Cl. 2356-—24)

This invention relates to ioy fences, and more par-
ticularly to a sectional toy fence which may be set up in
desired length, and desired outiine when viewed in plan.

One primiary object of the present invention is to gen-
erally improve toy fences. More particularly obiects are

to provide toy fence sections which may be put together

end-to-end, or at right angles, or at almost any desired
angle, so that the sections may be assembled to form

enclosures of great variety in length and shape. Still
another object is to provide a toy fence which simulates

the use of finished square fence posts. Still another
object is to provide fence sections which may be molded
integraily and inexpensively out of plastic, and which

are relatively sturdy and easy to assemble or disassem-

ble, so that even a very small child will have no diffi-
culty in using the toy fence. -

To accomplish the foregoing general objects, and other
more speciilc objects which will hereinafter appear, our
invention resides in the toy fence elements, and their
relation one to another, as are hereinafter more par-
ticularly described in the following specification. The
specification is accompanied by a drawing, in which:

Fig. 1 1s a rear elevation of a fence section embodying
features of our invention;

Fig. 2 is a plan view thereof:

Fig. 3 is a front elevation of the same;:

rig. 4 is a fragmentary rear elevation showing the
joined ends of two adjacent sections:

Fig. 5 is a vertical section taken in the plane of line
5—3 of Fig. 4, but drawn to enlarged scale: |

Fig. 6 is a horizontal section taken in the plane of the
line 6—6 of Fig. 1, but drawn to enlarged scale:

Fig. 7 is a horizontal section taken in the plane of the
itne 77 of Fig. 4,

Fig. 8 is a section taken in the plane of the line 8—8

of Fig. 1; |

Fig. 9 is a section taken in the plane of the line 9—9
of Fig. 1; |

Fig. 10 is a view similar to Fig. 4 but showing joined

fence sections disposed at an obtuse angle;

Fig. 11 i1s a schematic plan view showing fence sec-
tions arranged in triangular outline; |

¥ig. 12 1s a schematic plan view showing fence sec-
tions arranged in square outline:

Fig. 13 is a schematic plan view showing fence sec-
tions arranged in rectangular outline; and

Fig. 14 is a schematic plan view showing fence sec-
tions arranged in hexagonal outline. |

Referring to the drawing, the toy fence section com-
prises an upright outer post 12 at one end, an upright
inner post 14 at the other end, and rails or fence struc-
ture generally designated 16 extending therebetween.
The outer post 12 is hollow and open for about half its

periphery, as is most clearly seen in Fig. 6. It is dimen- -

stoned sufficiently larger in horizontal cross-section than
the inner post 14 to receive the inner post of an adja-
cent section nesting within the outer post. This is best
seen in Figs. 4, 5, and 7, in which the inner post 14’ is
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shown ucsted within and complementing the outer post
12. |

The outer post 12 has a base 18 at its lower end and
a top 28 at its upper end, and the inner post 14 is of
such length, and its upper and lower ends are so shaped,
as to be received between the base 18 and the top 20
with a snap fit. Differently expressed, the inner and
outer posts have mating projections and recesses at the
top and bottom so dimensioned that the inner post may be
pushed into the outer post with a snap fit, and thereafter
1s held in nested relation, unless intentionally separated
by pulling the sections apart. In the particular case here
shown the inner post 14 has projections 22 at the top
and bottom, and the outer post 12 has mating recesses
24, The bottom. recess is clearly shown in Fig. 6, and
both top and bottom recesses are shown in Fig. 5.

Cousidering the structure in greater detail, the inner

post 14 is preferably square in cross-section, as will be

seen 1n Figs. 2 and 7. The outer post 1Z is also square
In cross-section, but is hollow, and with two of the four
sides omitted. More specifically, in Fig. 6 it will be
seen fthat the outer post 12 has a front face wall 26
and an inner wall 28, but the cuter end wall which would
be located at 3§, and the inner face wall which would
be located at 32, are both omitted. Moreover, the cross-
section of the outer post 2 is large enough to receive .
the inner post 14’ of an adjacent section nesting there-
within, as is best shown in Figs. 5 and 7. The sections
may be snapped together either end-to-end or at right
angles, and the inner post may be ussd to complemeni
or fill the hollow of the outer post. For these two posi-
tions aione the posts might be dimensioned with no
significant clearance therebeiween, that is, post 14 could
entirely fill post 12,

‘However, we prefer to provide clearance between the |
inner post and the outer post, this clearance being in-

‘dicated at 34 in Fig. 4, at 36 in Fig. 3, and at 3% in Fig.

7. The clearance is made sufficient to permit the sections
to be disposed in angular relation. To further this pur-
pose the projections 22 and the recesses 24 at the top
and bottom of the posts are preferably made circular in
horizontal section, so that they may act as pivots when
disposing the joined sections in angular relation.
Some of the resulting possibilities in fence arrangement
are suggested by the triangie shown in Fig. 11, the square -

- shown in Fig. 12, the rectangle shown in Fig. 13, and the
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hexagon shown in Fig. 14. It will be understood that
eight sections may be arranged in octagonal shape. It
will also be understood that in each of the figures shown
a single section may be replaced by two, three, or more
sections disposed end-to-end, thus providing an enlarged
enclosure. Also more intricate irregular shapes may be |
provided. |

The relation of the parts when disposed at an obtuse
angle is shown in Fig. 10. The sections are being looked
at in the direction of the arrow 16 in Fig. 14, although
the angle is somewhat greater than in Fig. 10. It will
be observed that the corner of the inner post 14’ just
reaches the side wall 28 of the outer post 12, or, in other
words, that the clearance shown at 34 in Fig. 4 is taken
up when the post 14’ is turned at an angle, instead of
the fence sections being either in alignment or at right
angles. | -

The fence sections might be built up of parts, but we
prefer to form each complete fence section out of a
single body of integrally melded plastic. In the particu-
lar case here shown the fence structure, generally desig-

nated 16, and located between the posts comprises three -

- horizontal board-like rails 46, 42 and 44 supplemented

i0

by two crossed or diagonal board-like rails 46 and 48.
The horizontal boards 46, 42 and 44 are disposed in one
vertical plane, while the diagonal boards 46 and 48 are
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disposed in a vertical plane directly behind the boards
49, 42 and 44, 'This will be clear from inspection of
Figs. 1, 2 and 3, and also from examination of Fig. 38
showing the board 42 in relation to the boards 46 and
48, and Fig. 9 showing the reiation of the board 44 to
the board 46.

The front faces of all of the boards, as well as the
posts, may, if desired, be slightly scored with vermicular
lines to simulate the graining of weod, and this is indi-
cated in Fig. 3, but it will be understood that the specific
fence shown is not intended to simulate a rustic or log
fence, but rather a smocoth fence in which the posts are
finished square posts, and the rails are finished fiat boards.
It will also be understocd that the projections 22 and
the mating recesses 24 are all formed as a part of the
molding operation.

The base 1% is preferably notched, as indicated at 5%
in Figs. 2 and 6, the said notch serving to receive a thumb-
tack or nail in the event that it be desired to permanently
secure the fence to a base board. However, in most cases
the fence is simply taken down and boxed when not in
use, and set up when it is to be used, and one of the
important advantages of the present fence structure 15
that the sections are sturdy encugh to withstand normal
handling and even abuse, but at the same time the sec-
tions may be sc readily put together or taken apart that
there is no necessity for rough handiing or abuse. The
fence assembly and disassemnbly may be done rapidly and
expeditiously each time the complete toy is to be played
with, it being understood that the fence usually forms a
part of a more eiaborate toy such as a farm set, factory
set, dolthouse set, or the like. |

The illustrated fence sections make up an ordinary con-
tinunous fence. In practice the toy fence may include a
special section having a simulated gate. Such a special
section may take varied forms, and may be made as orna-
mental as desired, but the ends have inner and cufer
posts like those here described, and the gate section 18
assembied with the other sections in the manner already
described. The invention, therefore, centers more partic-
ularly about the method of fitting together of the sec-
tions, and the construction of the mating end posts of the
sect1ons.

Tt is believed that the construction and method of use
of our improved toy fence, as weil as the advantages
thereof, will be apparent from the foregoing detailed
descrintion. It will also be apparent that while we have
shown and described the inveation in a preferred form,
changes may be made in the structure disciosed without
departing from the scope of the invention, as sought to
be defined in the following claims.

We claim:

1. A toy fence section comprising an upright outer post
at one end, =n vpright inner post at the other end, rails
or fence structure extending therebetween, said posts both
being thicker and more massive 1n appearance than the
-sils or fence structure, said inner post being square 1n
cross-section and said outer post being hollow and square
in cross-section but with at least one of the four sides
omitted, and being dimensioned sufficiently larger in cross-
section than the innmer post to receive the mner post of
another such fence section nesting within the outer post
so that iogether they appear to make up one post, said
cuter post having a base at its Jower end and a itcp at
its upper end, and said inner post being of such length
and its ends so shaned as to be detachably received
between the base and the top of the outer post of another
such fence section with a snap fit.

7. A molded plastic integral ioy fence section COMDris-
ing an upright outer post at oue end, an upright inner
post at the other end, rails or fence stiuciure . extending
thercbetween,  said posts both being thicker and more
massive in appearance than the rails or fence structure,
said inner post being square in cross-section and said outer
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post being hollow and sguare in cross-section but wiih
two of the four sides omitted, ard being dimensioned suffi-
ciently larger in cross-section than the inner post to
receive the inner post of another such fence section nest-

ing within the outer post so that together they appear to
make up one post, said outer post having 2 base at 1ts
lower end and a top at its upper end, said inner post
being short enough to be received between said base and
said top of another such fence section, and said posts
having mating projections and recesses at the top and
bottom so dimensioned that the inner post may be pushed
into the receptive outer post with a snap fit and there-
after detachably held in nested relation by said spnap fit.

3. A toy fence section comprising an upright outer post
at one end, an upright inner post at the other end, rails
or fence structure extending therebetween, said posts both
being thicker and more massive in appearance than the
rails or fence structure, said inner post being square in
cross-section, said outer post being holiow and sguare in
cross-section but with the outer end side and the adjacent
inner face side omitted, and being dimensioned sufficiently
larger in cross-secticn than the mner post 10 receive the
inner post of another such fence section nesting within
the outer post so that together they appear 1O make up
one post, said outer post having a base at its lower end
and a top at its upper end, said inner post being snort
enough to be received between the base and the top of the
outer post of another such fence section, said posts having
mating projections and recesses at the top and bottom SO
dimensicned that the inner post may be pushed into ihe
recentive cuter post with a snap fit and thereafter detach-
abiy held in nested relation by said snap fit.

4. A molded plastic integral toy fence section com-
prising an upright outer post at onc end, an upright mnner
post at the other end, rails or fence structure extending
therebetween, said posts both being thicker and more
massive in appearance than the rails or ience structure,
said inner post being square in cross-section, sald cuter
post being hollow and square In cross-section but with
he outer end side and the adiacent inner face side omitted,
and being dimensioned sufficiently larger in cross-seciion
than the inner post to receive the inmer post of ancther

such fence section nesting within the cuter post so that

together they appear to make up one post, said outer post
having a base at its lower end and a top at ifs upper
end, said inner post being short enough to be received
between the base and the top of the outer post of another

such fence section, said posts having mating projections
and recesses at the top and botiom so dimesnsioned that
the inner post may be pushed into the receptive ouler post
with a snap fit and thereafter detachably held in nested
relation by said smap fit, there being suflficient clearance
bstween the inner post and the receptive oufer post (o
permit the sections to be disposed in desired angular
reiation, and said projections and recesses at the top and
bottom being circular in horizontal section t6 act as pivots
when disposing joined sections in angular relation.

5. A molded plastic integral toy fence section compris-
ing an upright outer post at one end, an upright inner
post at the other end, rails or fence structure extending
therebetween, said posts both being thicker and more
massive in appearance than the rails or fence structure,
said outer post being hollow and open for about half its
periphery and being dimensioned sufiiciently larger in
horizontal cross-section than the inner post to receive the
inner post of another such fence section nesting within
the outer post so that together they appear to make up
one post, said outer post having a base at its lower end
and a top at its upper end, said inner post being short
enough to be received between the base and the top of
the outer post of another such fence ssction, and said
inner and outer posts having mating projections and re-
cesses at the top and bottom sc dimensicned that the
inner post may be pushed into the receptive post
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with a snap fit and thereafter detachably held in nested
relation by said snap fit. |

6. A molded plastic integral toy fence section com-
prising an upright outer post at one end, an upright inner
post at the other end, rails or fence structure extending
therebetween, said posts both being thicker and more
massive in appearance than the rails or fence structure,

said outer post being hollow and open for about half its

periphery and being dimensioned sufficiently larger in
horizontal cross-section than the inner post to receive the
inner post of another such fence section nesting within the

outer post so that together they appear to make up one
post, said outer post having a base at its lower end and

a top at its upper end, said inner post being short enough

to be received between the base and the top of the outer
post of another such fence section, said posts having
mating projections and recesses at the top and bottom so
dimensioned that the inner post may be pushed into the
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receptive outer post with a snap fit and thereafter detach-
ably held in nested relation by said snap fit, there being
sufficient clearance between the inner post and the recep-
tive outer post to permit the sections to be disposed in
desired angular relation, and said projections and recesses
at the top and bottom being circular in horizontal section
to act as pivots when disposing joined sections in angular

relation.
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