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This mvention lies 1n the field of cartons, boxes and
other containers and parts thereof composed from sheet
material such as paperboard and the like and relates to
a tray and tray insert for receiving, displaying and trans-
porting fiatware such as knives, forks and spoons, and to a
tray cover adapted to serve both as a cover for the tray
and insert and as a carrier for some of the flatware to
be packaged or displayed. In greater particular the in-
vention is concerned with a special construction of box
or tray element for use with or without a special cover
element and with a special type of insert element which
may be cooperatively employved with the tray element
whether or not the cover element is used and which is
cooperatively related to the cover element for display
and transportation of the commodities contained in the
package. The several elements, while normally em-
ployed together as a unit package, are also of utility as
In certain respects this
invention may be considered to be an improvement upon
the tray and insert constructions disclosed in Rau Patent
2,511,542 of June 13, 1950.

One of the principal objects of the invention is to pro-
vide a combination tray, tray insert or article holder and
cover which may also be an article holder, capable of
supporting and displaying articles such as household
flatware in a convenient, attractive and inexpensive
manner and of packaging the contents in a safe and
easily handled condition for storage and transportation.

Another of the principal objects i1s to provide a tray
so constructed and arranged that it may be used as a
tray or receptacle for various articles or commodities,
with or without an article holding insert and with or
without the cover, the consiruction and arrangement

being such that the tray is seli-sustaming and useful as

a unit or element but cooperative with the cover or
article holding insert or both for combined purposes.

Still anciher of the principal objects is to provide tray
and cover elements so formed and arranged as to permit
them to be interlockingly connected in a simple, quick
and easy manner, the construction also being such that
a pair of oppesite side walls of the tray may be expanded
to a degree to give support to the cover elements when
the latter are open to effect display of the tray contents
and moved or closed in to an erect condition if and when
the cover elements are to be employed to close the
package. | |

A further object of principal nature resides in the
provision of a simple but effective insert element for a
tray of the type specified, whereby flatware such as
spoons, forks, knives and other items are given firm sup-
port and securely fastened in their desired positions of

mounting within the tray in full view of the observer
when the package is open to display, the insert features-

including one whereby the packaged items serve to lock
or secure paris of the insert for the desired or proper
mounting of the insert and the mounted items within the
tray. -

Many Gther ob]ects of substantial importance 1nclude
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the provision of a novel cover element which is cooper-
atively engageable with the tray element, which may be
employed to hold and display items of flatware or other
things alone or in conjunction with a tray insert element,
which is of such construction that a single cover element
may be utilized to cover the entire open top or face of
the tray element and to cooperate with parts of the {ray
clement to secure the contents or, so that two comple-
ientary cover elements may be employed to close over

~ the tray element top and cover the contents; the pro-

vision of a tray-like container useful for display of its

-~ contents at and from unusual positions and with unique

o
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effects; the provision of a strong and yet inexpensive
construction; and the provision of simplified blanks from
which the several elements of the invention may be set-
up or erected and assembled with a minimum of tlme
and effort. -
Many other objects as well as the advantages and
multiple uses of the several elements of the invention
will be readily apparent after reading the following de-

serlptlon and claims and after viewing the accompany-
ing drawmgs in which:

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a carton or box com-
posed trom a fray element and a pair of cover elements,
as the same appears when fully erected and the cover
elements are in closed positions;
~ Fig. 2 is a perspective view, on a scale substantlally
greater than the scale of Fig. 1, showing the carton as
it appears when the cover elements are par tly open, with
the flatware carrying and supporting insert in place and
with illustrative iepresentations of certain articles of flat-
ware in position in the insert and in one of the cover
elements |

Fig. 3isa large scale detail view of a corner fragment
of each of the tray element and a cover element;

Fig. 4 is a plan view of a blank of paperboard or other
suitable sheet material as cut and scored and ready for
folding into the final tray element;

Fig. 5 is a plan view of a blank of paperboard or other
suitable sheet material as cut and scored and ready for
folding into the final tray insert element and insertion
into the tray element; and

- Fig. 6 is a plan view of one of a pair of cover element

blanks of paperboard or other suitable sheet material as

the same appears as cut and score and ready for folding
and assembly with the tray eclement, the other cover ele-

.. ment blank (not illustrated in blank form) being cut and

scored in the mirror image of that illustrated.

In the interest of simplification of descrlptmn and te
facilitate full understanding of both structure and func-
tion of the invention and each of the elements thereof,

. each of the elements will first be described in its blank.

o9
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65. respect to perpendicular axes passing through the mid

-+ points of those score lines.
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and then its folded form and thereafter in its functional
and cooperative relationships with the other elements.
The tray element, the insert element and the cover ele-
ments will be described in turn and in the order named,

It will be assumed that the several elements are to be
made from paperboard sheets of sultable thlckness and

guality,
The tray element

The tray element blank of Fig. 4 is generally rectangu-

“lar in over-all shape, has a square center panel 1¢ the

bounds of which are defined by pairs of parallel score lines
11, 11’ and 12, 12’, respectively, and is symmetrical with

Panel 10 ultimately is to
form the bottom wall of the tray element. Integral with:
the bottom wall panel along score line 11 is a section com-

prising a series of panels 13, 14, 15 and 16 delineated
from one another by score lines 17, 18 and 19, and outer

..; edge 20 respectively, parallel to one another and to the
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score line 11. Similarly, a section integral with the bot-
tom wall panel along score line 11’, 1s divided into paneis
13°, 14’, 15" and 16" by score lines 17/, 18" and 19 and
edge 20’ parallel to one anocther and to score lines 1% and
11’. Each of panels 13, 14, 15 and 16 corresponds re-
spectively with panels 13, 14’, 15" and 16’ i1n locaiion,
shape and dimensions and eventually both sets are to
form one pair of opposite hollow ¢or box-section side walis
when folded and secured as hereinafter explained.
Integral with the bottom wall along its other two oppo-
site side edges defined by score lines 12 and 12°, are other
sections each in turn divided by score lines paraliel to
score lines 12 and 12" and to one another, into three
panels, those at one side edge respectively corresponding
in size, shape and location to those at the copposite side.
Thus, score lines 21 and 22 and parallel edge 23 delineate
panels 24, 25 and 26 at one side edge of panel 1% while
corresponding score lines 21’ and 22’ and edge 23’ de-
lineate panels 24°, 25" and 28 at the cother or opposite
side edge. Preferably the combined widths of paneis 25
and 26 will equal the width of panel 24 and, similarly, the
combined widths of panels 28" and 26’ will equal the
width of panel 24’. The sections comprising panels 24,

25 and 26 and 24', 25" and 28’ are to form the other pair

of opposite side walis of the tray element and since it is
desirable to have all of the side walls of the same height,
the widths of panels 13, 13", 15, 15, 24 and 24’ which
control that height in the respective walls, are equal. 1t

1s preferable but not necessary that the panels 14, 14’, 25,

25’, 26 and 26’ be equal in width for reasons that will
become apparent. The widths of panels 16 and 16" may
be less than the widths of panels 14 and 14’ but prefer-
ably are not greater in width than panels 14, 14’.

At each corner of bottom wall panel 29 and integrally
connecting side wall panels 13 and 13’ with side wall

Julrl 4

10

.
b |

EFU
'ﬁ

kS
Cen

panels 24 and 24’, are rectangular corner fold sections

delineated from the side wall panels mentioned by ex-
tensions of the several score lines 11, 11", 12 and 12’
and divided into equal triangular parts 27, 28 and 27,
28’ by diagonal score lines 29, 29’. The outer corner of
each of the corner fold sections preferably is cut off along
a line at right angles to the diagonal score line of such
corner fold section as will be seen in Fig. 4. As wili also
be noted in that drawing figure, the outer or free edges
of each of the corner fold sections extend in alignment
with the respectively adjaceant score lines 17, 17’ and 21,
21’ while the end edges of panels 14, 15 and 16 and 14’,
158" and 16" terminate an appreciable distance short of
but parallel to continuations in space of the score lines
12 and 12, the end edges of panels 25 and 26 and 25’

and 26" terminating a like distance short of but parallel

to. continuations in space of score lines 11 and 11’, the
reasons therefore hereafter appearing. The distance by
which each of the last mentioned pansl end edges ier-

minates short of the respectively adjacent parallel score.
line 11, 11, 12 or 12’ as the case may be, may be equal
to one but, preferably, is equal to two thicknesses of the

material of which the tray element is made.
Ordinarily and preferably each of the sections out-

wardly of the score lines 11 and i1’ is folded into a
hollow wall cr box-section and secured permanently in.

such form by folding the panels 13 and 13’ upwardly
at right angles to the bottom wall panel 10 along the re-
spective score lines 11, i11’, by folding the panels 14,
14’ inwardly toward one another at right angles to pan-

els: 13, 13" along score lines 17, 17, folding the panels-
15, 15" downward at right angles to the panels 14, 14’

along score lines 18, 18', the panels 16, 16" toward the
panels 13, 13° at right angles to panels 15, 15" along
score: lines 192, 3%’, and sezcuring the panels 16, 18 to

the top: surface of the bottom wall panel by adhesive or
Thus folded and secured these side

by: other: means.
walls: greatly strengthen and stiffen the resultant tray and

give neat: and attractive framing margins to such prod--

uct. In order that a plurality: of tray elements in: such

4
conditton may be stacked for packaging i mulitiple units
and storage or shipment, the hollow walls may be flat-
tened down by collapsing them against the bottom wall
panel along the score lines 11, 11, 37, 17’, =tc., as will
be appreciated. At the time these side walls are erected
the corner fold sections are folded upward alcng with
panels 13, 13’ along the extensions cof score lines 1131, 11’
and when the walls are flattened down as stated the corner
told sections will be disposed in face to face relation
upon the adjacent face portions of panels 24, 247,
When the tray element is to be used the side walls
tormed by panels 13, 13’, 34, 14’, 15, 15’ are re-expanded
and the other pair of opposite side walls are folded into
erected position. In performing the last mentioned opera-
tion 1t may be preferable first to fold the outer panels
2%, 26" upwardly to positions at right angle to the respec-
tively adjacent panels 25, 25 and then to fold the latter
panels upwardly and inwardly along score lines 21, 21’
either at right angles to the respective panels 24, 24’ or
to positions slightly greater than right angles to the
panels 24, 24’ for a purpose later appearing. The next
step may be the upward folding of the panels 24, 24’
along score lings 12, 12" to positions either at right
anglss to the bottom wall panel 19 or to positions at
about 60° from the plane of the bottom wall pansl. Dur-
ing the upward folding of the panels 24, Z4’ the corner
told sections 27, 28 and 27, 28" will be pressed inward
cver the bottecm wall panel 1§ and folding together,
about the diagonal score lines 23, 29', so that their under
taces (viewing Fig. 4) will be brought toward face to
tace relationship and fogether will extend across the end
edges of the panels 13, 13" of the box-section side walls.
When the panels 24, 25 and 26 and 24", 25" and 26’
and the several corner sections have been folded as above
described, the outer panels 26 and 28" are tucked into
place between the triangular fold pieces 28 and 28’ and
the end edges of the panels 14 and 14’ and 15 and 15,
the cut back ends of the last mentionzd panels providing
sufficient space for such to be accomplished. Thus folded
the several pairs of opposite side walls of the tray ele-
ment are secured together 1n erected or set-up state and
the box or carton so formed will have a rim of substan-
tial and equal width extending entirzly along each of

 the four sides such rim being constituted by the panels

45

00

i4, 14" and 25, 25’ the outer surfaces of which will extend
in substantially or nearly the same horizontal plane
parallel to the bottom: wall panel £, but in this condition
the panels 24, 24’ will be inclined upwardly and outwardly
as noted above. On the other hand, if it should be de-
sired to have all of the tray element side walls in vertical
position, as when the tray and contenis are covered
and to. be wrapped for carrying, panels 25 and 26 and 25
and 26/, employed as single panel units, may together be

tucked. into the slots between the bellows-like infolded

09
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corner sections and the adjacent end edges of the panels
i4, 15 and 14’, 15 of the other pair of side walls there-
by to appear as:shown. in Fig. 1.

The tray insert element

The tray iasert element consists of a single or omne
piece blank of material, paperboard in this instance,
which, as cut and scored in the preferred manner, 1s
shown in Fig. 5. The blank is generally rectanguiar
in: over-all shape with a greater dimension in one di-
rection (lengtii) than the other (width) and 1s scored
along spaced: parallel score lines 30, 31, 32, 33, 34 and
35 extending across its width to provide a series of
relatively- foldable panels 36, 37, 38, 39, 46, 41 and
42, Since the panels 37 and 38 are to be folded up-
ward into a ridge between the panels 36 and 39 and,
stmilarly, the panels 40 and 41 are to be folded to
provide a ridge between the panels 39 and 42, the panels

- 36, 39 and 42 remaining in one plane, the length of

16

the insert element between the opposite outer or free
edges of the panels 36 and 42 will be foreshoriened to
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the extent that those edges of panels 37, 38 and 40,
41 which are defined by score lines 3¢, 32 and 33, 35,
respectively, approach one another by the ridge forming

folding operations. |
The maximum width of the tray insert element should

be no greater than the distance between the score lines
12, 12’ since that element is intended to be disposed
within the four side walls of the tray element with the

ot

bottom faces of panels 36, 39 and 42 in fuli surface

contact with the upper face of the bottom wall panel
10. Preferably, the panels 36, 39 and 42 are of equal
length and such length is equal to the perpendicular
distance between score lines 12, 12’ thereby to bring
the margins of the ends 36’, 39" and 42’ vertically be-
neath the adjacent and overlying edges 23, 23" of the
down-folded panels 26, 26’ of the tray element. How-
ever, in order that the end edges 37’, 38, 49" and 41’
of the upwardly directed ridge forming panels 37—38
and 40—41 may clear the panels 26, 26" and also cer-

tain portions of the cover elements as will later more Z

fully appear, those edges are terminated short of the
line of end edges of panels 36, 39 and 42 by a prede-
termined distance, measured perpendicularly to such
edpes, equal to or substantially equal to two or three
thicknesses of the material of which the three elements
are composed, assuming the uniformity of such ma-
terial in thickness. Notches 31’ and 34’ at the ends
of score lines 31 and 34, respectively, may be employed
to relieve the material at the ends of the ridges when
formed.

The over-all lengths of the tray insert element between
its end edges 43, 44 preferably is such that, with the
ridge forming panels 37—38 and 40—41 proportioned
and folded to effect the ridge formation in angle and
height (perpendicular to the bottom wall 1®) as may
be desired and the panels 36, 39 and 42 of correct total
width, the edges 43 and 44 will make a snug fit against
and along the marginal edges of the panels 15, 15,
adjacent to the bottom wall 10 of the tray element. The
relative widths of the several panels 36, 39 and 42 may
vary denending upon the character, shape and dimen-
sions of the flatware or other items to bes supported and
displayed thereby, as will be suggested by the illustra-
tion of Fig. 2. The proportioning should also be such
that the crests of the ridges (identified by the score
lines 31 and 34) do not project above the top level of
the tray element if the cover elements to be later de-
scribed are to be employed. |

Each of the ridges formed by the folded panels 37—38
and 40-—41 is transversely slotted for reception of han-
dle portions of flatware such as forks and spoons, the
slots 45 extending across the ridge formed by pancls
37—38, in the illustrated embodiment, being aligned

with but of less width than the widih of slots 46 ex-
tending across the ridge formed by panels 40—41 to

accommodate the varying widths of different portions
of the flatware handles. While the several slot lengths
in each ridge are shown as the same and those of the
ridge panels 37—38 of greater length than those of ridge
panels 40—41, such slot lengths may be varied as be-
tween different slots in the same ridge and in diifferent
ways as between ridges, as will be appreciated. It will
also be observed that the depth to which an item such
as a flatware handle portion may be disposed in a slot
and the height of such portion above the surface of the
bottomx wall panel 19 will be in part determined by the
length of the slot in which such portion rests and the
slope of the ridge panels.

The opposite marginal edges lengthwise of each article
receiving slot 45 and 46 are serrated as indicated at 47
and 48 throughout their lengths, the distance between the
crests of the projections of the serrations at opposite sides
of each slot being somewhat less than the corresponding
over-all transverse dimension of that portion of the article

which is to be disposed in such slot and the distance be-

10

6

tween the roots of the serrations at opposite sides of each
slot being approximately equal to the same over-all trans-
verse dimension of such article portion. It is relatively
immaterial, ordinarily, whether the crests and roots of the
serrations are opposite one another or staggered.

This construction and arrangement of the slots and
their serrated longitudinal edges together serve several
purposes among which are the solid support of each piece
of flatware in a pleasingly attractive manner and disposi-
tion regardiess of the position of the tray and its con-

~ tents, the firm gripping of each article at a plurality of

40

places along each side of spaced lengths of the flatware
handies to minimize chances of shippage and displace-
ment, and the reduction of chances of pilferage. In
addition, a peculiarly novel result occurs when the items

{ flatware are properly disposed within their slots in the
tray insert element. By reason of the inherent resilience
and other characteristics of paperboard of good quality
and the form and manner of construction of the tray in-
sert element, when the insert element is disposed in the
tray element with its end edges 43 and 44 abutting the
bottoms of the opposite side walls of the latter, there is
a strong tendency for the insert element to buckle up-
wardly in the middle and to raise the pancl 39 and the
nearer parts of the panels 36 and 42 from flat contact

with the tray bottom wall panel 10 and to elevated posi-

tions well above panel 10. However, when one, two or
more pieces of flatware have been disposed in their proper
slots in the ridge forming panels and the serration pro-
iections are engaged with and along parts of the handles
of those pieces of flatware, the ridge sides (panels) of
each ridge and the two ridges are prevented from move-
meitt relative to one another and other parts of the insert
element with the resuit that the panels 36, 39 and 42 are
retained in the same plane and are heid fiat upon the sur-
face of the tray bottom wall 10.

The cover element

The cover element, like each of the other elements of
the combination hereinabove described, is constructed

 from a single integral piece of paperboard and prefer-

ably of the same grade or quality and thickness as the

- others. The blank, shown in Fig. 6, is cut and scored to

provide two rectangular panels 50 and 51 of equal dimen-
sions joined along one iong edge of each at a score line
52, a panel 53 joined along a score line 54 to the other
long edge of panel 58, a panel 55 joined along a score

" line 56 to the other long edge of panel 531, and a pair of
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locking flaps or tabs 57 one at each end of panel 55 and
joined thereto along a score line 58. The panels 33
and 35 preferably are of equal width dimension and cor-
responding shape, the edges 59 being tapered slightly to-
ward one another from their junctions with the score
line 54 to correspond with the angie of convergence of

55 the score lines 58 but being inset from the end edges 60

of panel 30 as indicated at 61. 'The free edges 62 and
63 and the score lines 5%, 54 and 56 are parallel to one

another.

In consequence of the construction so far described, if
the panels 50 and 53 are folded as a unit about the score
line 52 to a face to face relationship with panels 51, 35,
respectively, the score lines 54 and 56 will register or
coincide with one another throughout their lengths, the
edges 6¢ will register with edges 60, the edges 62 and 63
will likewise register and the edges 59 will lie paraliel
to but inwardly spaced to a slight extent from the ad-
jacent score lines 58. Extending between the score lines

52, 54 within the area of panel 50 and in spaced apart,
parallel array to one another are a pair of generally rec-

) tangular flaps 64 and 65 cut from panel 50 along three

edges as indicated by the full lines 64’, §5’, respectively,
and connected with that panel along the fourth side by
a hinge forming score line as indicated at 64", 65", re-
spectively. Flap 64 is slotted at a plurality of spaced
places throughout its length as indicated at 66 and flap
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65 has a corresponding number of slits 67 in registerable
alignment with slots 65 adapted to receive and securely
retain the blades of knives or other items of flatware.

The tray and tray insert assembly may be used with
a single cover element such as that of Fig. 6 or with a pair
of cover elements, one like that of Fig. 6 and the other
the mirror image thereof after the manner iHustrated
i Figs. 1 and 2. In either event the resultant pack-
age will be neat, attractive and secure whether in open
conditicnn for display of the ccntents or closed for stor-
age, handling and ftransport. In cither arrangement
whether one or two cover elements are used in the com-
bination the mechanics and functional interrelaticnships
of the assembly operation and condition are relatively
identical.

Each of panels 59 and 51, measured between its respec-
tive edges 08, 6§89 and 68, 68¢’, preferably is of a dimen-
sion substantially equal {o the perpendicular distance be-
tween the score lines 11, 11’ of the tray element and the
combined widths of panels 5¢ and 51 between scere lines
54 and 58 preierably i1s substantially equal toc the per-
pendicular distance between score lines 12, 127 of the tray
clement. If two cover elements are to be emploved and
neither is to be used alone in an alternative manner as a
full cover for the tray, then the two cover elements may
be of unequal width as respects the tray dimensicn be-
tween the scere lines 12, 127 as will later become clearly
apparent. The widih of each of panels 53 and 55 prefer-

ably is substantially equal to but not materially greaier

than the perpendicular distance from the inner surface of
the tray element bottom wall 1§ to the top surface or
edge of the tray side walls or, in other words, is sub-
stantially equal to the width of each of panels 13, 13/, 15,
£S’, 24 and 24°. 'The slotted and slitied flaps 64 and
65, preferably are so located that when the cover ele-
ments are in closed position over the tray element and
the insert element, they will be disposed in positions be-
tween or to cne side or the other of the ridges of the
insert element and interferenc of such paris and the articles
they carry may be avoided.

In assembling a cover elemen{ with the trav element,

assuming that two cover eiements each in double or two-

ply form are to be used in the manner depicted in Figs.
I and 2, the panels 56—33 are folded about score line
oZ onto and in face to face relation with the panels
5%, 53, respectively whereupon the locking tabs £7 are
folded upwardly and inwardiy about the score lines 58

across the beveled or tapered edges 59 and temvorarily

disposed in face to face relation with the adjacent faces
cf panei 53.
tolded tabs 87 may now be entered, edgewise, into posi-
tion oetween a tray eiement side wall panel such as that
designated 26 and the adjacent ends of panels 13, i4
and I5, at one end, and 13', 14’ and 15°, at the other
end, the edges 62 and €3 coming to rest upen the under-
lying projecting margins of panels 36, 39 and 42 of the
insert element adjacent to one set or the other of the
edges 367, 3% and 42" of those insert element panels.
As the panels 33 and 55 are being inserted as so de-
scribed; the locking tabs 57 pass the horizontally disposed
end edges of panels 34 and 14’ and, being no longer
restrained, spring outward from the adjacent end face
portions of panel 53 info the hollow inieriors of the side
walls formed by pauels £3, 14, 15 and 1¢ and 137, 14/,
15" and 16" 1mm which Iccation they will be held and
restrained against displacement. Fig. 3 illustrates, as an

exploded view, the relationship of the tray and a cover

element at one corner, as here descrioed.

The abutiing engagement of the edges 2 and 63 {or
cither of them) with the paneis 36, 39 and 42, or the
proximity of those edges to the panels of the insert, aids

in holding the insert element in its place within the trav
24 I

clement. The disposition of the panels 533 and 55 be-
tween the adjacent side wall panel 26, or 25 and 26
together (or the corresponding panels of the opposite

The panels 53, 55 together with the down- ;

10

-
Gt

E
oy

L0
S

4.{)

GO

D
<3

side wall), and the adiacent ends of the other pair of
sige walls, stiffens the adjacent side wall with which
panels 53 and 835 are substantially coextensive, and tends
to hold or aid in holding the scveral panels of such
side wall in their desired positions. The compiementary
cover eiement 15 connected with the tray element at the
side of the latter opposite to that at which the first cover
clement has been connected, after the manner just stated
and the two cover elements may then be closed over
tne trayv and contents as In Iig. 1, or opened to and
bevond ihic open positions shown in Fig., 2. As will
now be fully appreciated each of the several components
of the combinaticon, the tray, insert and cover elements,
has construction features functioning cooperatively with
construction featurcs of the others to provide unigue
results,

in some cases it may be unnecessary or undesirable
or for cther reasons preferable, to utilize a sincle cover
¢.emient such as that shown in Fig. 6 to cover the entire
oren face of ine fray. In event the panel 35 alone
will be interlocked with one side of the tray and insert
eiements atter the manner above stated while the panel
23 will be used as a tuck flap to be inserted between
the panecls of the opposite side wall cf the trav elemant
and the adjacent panel ends of the other opposite pair
of iray side walls. The cover elements, when assem-
bled with the tray, may readily be swung on the score
lines 54, 86 from a fully closed position to a full open
posttion where each extends at 183° with respect to the
other in the plane of the tops of the tray side walls,
and, also, to any desired position between such extremes.
In the full open positicn cach cover may find support
from the underlying panel 25 or 25°, as the case may
be, when such pagpel is disposed in the plane of the top
ot the tray as avove explained. When a cover eclement
i3 closed cver the tray, its top and bottom marginal
eages rest upcn and are supported by the top panels 14,
14" of the tray side walls.

The invention, in the embodiment illustrated and de-
scribed, has many advantages and uses and is readily
adapted to the confainment or packaging and display
of various and assorted items whether of the nature and
types illustrated or other. Conseguently, it is obvious
that the invention should not be considered as limited
to the specific embodiment illustrated and described
herein but rather only by the invention spirit and the
cope of the appended claims.

¥ claim:

1. A tray of the character described compossd of
material such as paperboard and comprising a generally
rectangular bottom wall, a side wall connected with and
rising trom each edge of said bottern wall, each end
portion of one pair of cpposed side walls being com-
posed of two thicknesses of material integrally connected
by a fold along the upper edge of the side wall, and a
cover member comprising an inner and an outer gen-
erally rectangular panel juxtaposed in face to face rela-
ttonship to one ancther over substantially the entire
area of each, each of a pair of juxtaposed marginal
edge portions of said cover member being of a length
substantially equal to the distance beiween the inner faces
of the outer thickness of said one pair of tray side walls
end delineated from the remainder of the member by
substantially coincident and coextensive rectilinear score
lines forming hinge lines between said portions and said
remainder, said score lines throughcut their lengths being
spaced from the adiacent marginal edges of the said
portions, a tab on each end of the said marginal portion
of said outer panel, each tab being connected with the
marginal portion along a score line transverse to the
first said score lines and each tab projecting parallel to
and 1n the same direction as the other tab across the
adjacent end of the marginal portion of the inner panel,
sald marginal edge portions of the cover member being
dispesed im substantially paralle! juxtaposed relation to
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the inner face of one of the other pair of said side walls
with the marginal edge portion of the outer panel closest
to such side wall face, each of said tabs being disposed
between and secured under and by the fold connecting
the said two thicknesses of the respectively adjacent one

of said one pair of side walls.

2. A tray of the character described composed of ma-
terial such as paperboard and comprising a generally
rectangular bottom wall, a side wall connected with and
rising from each edge of said boitom wall, each end
porticn of one pair of opposed side walls being com-
posed of two thicknesses of material secured in spaced

~ relation to one another and joined together along their
‘upper edges, and a cover member comprising an inner

and an outer generally rectangular panel juxtaposed in
face to face relationship to one another over substan-
tially the entire area of each, each of a pair of juxta-

posed marginal edge portions of said cover member being
of a length substantially equal to the distance between

the inner faces of the oufer thickness of said one pair
of tray side walls and delineated from the remainder
of the member by substantially coincident and coex-
tensive rectilinear score lines forming hinge lines be-
tween said portions and said remainder, said score lines
throughout their lengths being spaced from the adjacent
marginal edges of the said portions, a tab on each end
of the said marginal portion of said outfer panel, each
tab being connected with the marginal portton along a
score line transverse to the first said score lines and each
tab projecting paralle]l to and in the same direction as
the other tab across the adjacent end of the marginal
portion of the inner panel, said marginal edge portions
of the cover member being disposed in substantially
parallel juxtaposed relation to the inner face of one of
the other pair of said side walls with the marginal edge
portion of the outer panel closest to such side wall face,
each of said tabs being disposed in the spaces between
the said two thicknesses of the respectively adjacent one
of said one pair of side walls.

3. A tray of the character described composed o1 ma-
terial such as paperboard and comprising a generally
rectangular bottom wall, a side wall connected with and
rising from each edge of said bottom wall, each end
portion of one pair of opposed side walis being composed
of two thicknesses of material, and a pair of cover mem-
bers each comprising an inner and an outer generaliy rec-
tangular panel juxtaposed in face to face relationship to
one another over substantially the entire area of each,
cach of a pair of juxtapmeci marginal edge portions of
each said cover member being of a length substantially
equal to the distance between the inner faces of the
cuter thickness of said one pair of tray side walls and
delineated from the remainder of the member by sub-
stantially coincident and coextensive rectilinear score
lines forming hinge lines between said portions and said
remainder, said score lines throughout their lengths being
spaced from the adjacent marginal edges of the said
portions, a tab on each end of the said marginal poriion
of said outer panel, each tab being connected with the
marginal portion along a score line transverse to the
first said score lines and each tab projecting parallel
to and in the same direction as the other tab across the
adjacent end of the marginal portion of the inner panel,
said marginal edge portions of one of the said pair of
cover members being disposed in substantially parallel
juxtaposed relation to the inner face of one of the other
pair of said side walls with the marginal edge portion
of the outer panel closest to such side wall face, the said
marginal edge portions of the other of said pair of cover
members being correspondingly disposed with rtespect
to the other of said other pair of side walls, cach of
said tabs being disposed and secured between the said
two thicknesses of the respectively adjacent one of said

one pair of side walls.
4, A tray of the character described composed of

o
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material such as paperboard and comprising a generally
rectangular bottom wall, a side wall connected with and
rising from each edge of said bottom wall, each end
portion of one pair of opposed side walls being com-
posed of two thicknesses of material, and a cover mem-
ber comprising an inner and an outer generally rec-

tangular panel juxtaposed in face to face reiationship to

one another over substantially the entire area of each,

each of a pair of juxtaposed marginal edge portions of
said cover member being of a length substantially equal
to the distance between the inner faces of the outer
thickness of said one pair of tray side walls and de-
lineated from the remainder of the member by sub-
stantially coincident and coextensive rectilinear score
lines forming hinge lines between said portions and said
remainder, said score lines throughout their lengths being
spaced from the adjacent marginal edges of the said
portions, a tab on each end of the said marginal portion
of said outer panel, each tab being connected with the
marginal portion along a score line transverse to the
first said score lines and each tab projecting parallel to
and in the same direction as the other tab across the
adjacent end of the marginal portion of the inner panel,
said marginal edge portions of the cover member being

5 disposed in substantially parallel juxtaposed relation to

the imner face of one of the other pair of said side walls
with the marginal edge portion of the outer panel closest

- to such side wall face, each of said tabs being disposed

- and secured between the said two thicknesses of the
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respectively adjacent one of said one pair of side walls,
the inner panel of said cover member having a flap
hinged thereto for swinging movement between the plane
of the panel and planes at angles less than 180° with
respect to the plane of such panel, said flap having open-
ings formed therethrough for the reception of articles
of flatware.

5. A flatware holding tray assembly including a tray

element and a cover element, said tray element being

composed from a single integral piece of material such
as paperbeard which, when cut, scored, fclded and se-
cured, provides a generally rectangular bottom wall and
an upstanding side wall along each side margin of the
bottom wall, each of one pair of opposite side walls
including an outer panel directly integral with the bot-
tom wall and an inner panel spaced from the cuter panel
over a portion of the length of each at one end of such
wall and secured by its bottom edge to the bottom wall,
sald panel Iength portions being at the corresponding
ends of such walls, the opposite end portions of one of
the other pair of opposite side walls being disposed

~across the end edges of the said portions of the respec-

tlvely adjacent ends of the inner panels of the first said
pair of side walls and in relatively close proximity re-
lationship thereto, and means for securing said one of

 said other pair of side walls in said disposition and re-
- lationship, said cover element comprising a single inte-

gral piece of material such as paperboard which, when
cut, scored and folded, provides a cover panel and a hinge
panel integrally jeined thereto along a hinge forming
score line, said hinge panel being disposed in substan-
tially parallel relation to and against the inner face of
said one of said other pair of side walls of said tray
element and across the end edges of the respectively
adjacent ends of the inner panels of the first said pair of
side walls and between such end edges and the said inner
face of said one of said other pair of side walls, and

means Integrai with each end cf said hinge panel pro-
jected into the space between the spaced portions of
the inner and outer panels of the first said pair of side
walls and in interlocking relation with such side walls.
5. A flatware holding tray assembly including a trav
element and a cover element, said tray element being

- composed from a single integral piece of material such

75

as paperboard which, when cut, scored, folded and se-
cured, provides a generally rectangular bottom wall and
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an upstanding side wall along each side margin of the
bottom wall, each of one pair of opposite side walls
including an outer panel directly integral with the boftom
wall and an inner panel spaced from the outer panel
over a poirion of the length of each at one end of such

wall and secured by its bottom edge to the bottom wall,
said panel length portions being at the mrrespenamg
ends of such walls, the opposite end portions of one of
the other pair of opposite side walls being disposed across
the end edges of the said portions of the respectively
adjacent ends of the inner panels of the first said pair of
side walls and in unconnected but relatively close prox-
imity relationship thereto, and means for securing said
one of said other pair of side walls in said disposition
and relationship, said cover element comprising a singie
integral piece of material such as paperboard which,
when cut, scored and foided, provides a two-ply cover
panel and a hinge panel integrally joined thereto along
2 hinge forming score line, said hinge panel being dis-
pOS"d in substantially paial?el relation to and agamnst
the inner face of said one of said other pair of side wails
of said tray element and across the end edges of the
respectively adjacent ends of the inner panels of the first
said pair of side walls and between such end edges and
the said inner face of said one of said other pair of side
walls, tab means integral with each end of said hinge
panel projecied into the space between the spaced poriions
of the inner and outer paunels of the first said pair of
side walls and in unattached interlocking relation with
such side walls, cne of the plies of said cover panel
having a pair of flaps spaced from one another along
substantially paralle! score lines normal to said hinge
forming score line, each of said flaps having an cpening
therethrouzh for the reception of an article of flatware.

7. A cover member compoesed from a single integral
piece of material such as paperboard and comprising,
when cut, scored and foided, a two ply cover panel the

plies of which are disposed in face to face relation-

ship and integrally and directly joined along one edge
of such panel, a two ply hinge panel each ply of whici
is integrallv and directly joined to a ply of the cover
panel along a hinge forming scorz line, the hinge form-
ing score lines being substantially in alignment regis-
ter with one another for swinging movements of the two
plies of the cover panel as a unit relative to the two
plies of the hinge panel as a unit, and a locking tab
projecting from each end of one ply of the hinge panei
and directly and integrally conunected with such hinge
panel ply end along a2 score line substantially in align-
ment register with the adjacent end edge of the other
ply of the hinge panel.

8. A cover member composed from a single integral
piecce of material such as paperboard and comprising,
when cut, scored and folded, a two ply cover panel the
plies of which are disposed in face to face relation-
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ship and integrally and directly joined along one edge
of such panel, a two ply hinge panel each ply of which
is integrally and directly joined to a ply of the cover
nanel along a hinge forming score line, the hinge form-
ing score lines being substantialiy in alignment regis-
ter with one another for swinging movements of the
two plies of the cover panel as a unit relative to the
two plies of the hinge panel as a unit, and a lecking
tab projecting frcm each end of one ply of the hinge
panel and directly and integraily connected with such hinge
panel ply end along a score line substantially in align-
ment register with the adjacent end edge of the other
ply of the hinge panel, cne of the plies of said cover
panel mvmg a flap hinged thereto for swinging move-
ment between the plane of such ply and planes diqp:}sed
at angles less than 180° with respect to the plane of
he ply, said flap having openings formed therethrough
for the reception of articles of flatware.

9. A cover member composed from a single mte}:rra‘
piece of material such as pﬂpelbﬂard and comprisiag,
when cut, scored and folded, a two ply cover panel the
piies of which are disnosed in face to face rclationship

and integrally and directiy joined along one edge of
such panel, a two plv hinge panel each ply of which
1s integrally and directly ioined to a ply of the cover
panel along a hinge forming score line, the hinge forin-
immg score lines being substantially parallel to said one
edge in alignment register with one another for swing-
ing movemenis of the two plies of the cover panel as
a unt reiative to the two plies of the hinge panel as
a unit, and a lecking tab projecting from each end of
one plv of the hinge panﬂi and directly and integrally
connected with such hinge panel ply end along a score
line substantiaily in alignmmlt register with the adja-
cent end edge of the other ply of the hinge panel, the
other of said phes having a pair of flaps spaced from
one anocother along substantially parallel score lines ex-
tending transversely of said hinge forming score lines
for hinging movements irom the plane of the ply to
planes extending at acute angles to the plane of the
ply, each of said haps ha».fmg ownmf‘fs tormed there-
through for the reception of articles of datware.
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