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This invention relates to a waterproof pocket for use
on garments, and more particularly to a novel structure
for waterproof pockets for bathing suits.

One object of the invention is to provide a pocket of
waterproof material which may be readily applied to a
garment, Another object is to provide a waterproot
pocket in a garment such as a bathing suit, which may be
easily closed to prevent the entry of water.. A further
object is to provide a waterproof pocket structure which
is simple in construction and design, and which may be
readily applied to a garment at the time of manufacture
thereof, or may be subsequently applied to a pocket opei-
Ing in a garment.

These and other objects are attained by my invention
which will be understood from the following description,
reference being made to the accompanying drawing in
which:

Fig. 1 is a front elevational view of a waterproof pocket
structure in open position as applied to a garment;

Fig. 2 is a cross-sectional view taken on the line 2—2
of Fig. 1; |

Fig. 3 is a cross-sectional view similar to Fig. 2 with the

pocket shown in closed position;
Fig. 4 is a fragmentary cross-sectional view taken on

the line 4—4 of Fig. 1;

Fig. 5 is a fragmentary cross-sectional view taken on
the line 5—5 of Fig. 1; and

Fig. 6 is a perspective view showing the pocket struc-
ture as a unit for attachment to a garmeint.

Referring to the drawings showing a preferred embodi-
ment of my invention, the garment to which the pocket
is attached is shown generally as 11. The pocket struc-
ture consists of a flat tubular body 12 made of waterproof
material such as thin pliable rubber or synthetic plastic
material with a closed end 13 and an open end 14. A
flap and attachment member 15, which may be of cloth
or similar sheeted pliable material but which is not neces-
sarily waterproof, is attached to the backside of the body
12, this flap and attachment member being wider than
the width of the flat waterproof body, and being attach-
able to the body at a position intermediate the ends 13 and
14, with the portion of the flap member above the pocket
line 16 being free and unattached to the body 12. Thae
term ‘““pocket line” designates the line of the slit opening
of the garment 11 into which the pocket structure is in-
serted, the holding portion of the pocket being on the body
side of the garment, and the open end portion of the
pocket body and the upper unattached portion of the flap
member 15 extending above the pocket line. The pocket
may be fastened to the garment by stitching 17 between
the garment 11 fabric and the edge of the attached portion
of the flap 15. On the front surface of the pocket body
adjacent the open end, but disposed a short distance away
from the open end is provided a winding strip X8 which
extends across the tubular pocket body 12 with the ends
thereof protruding beyond the edges of the body. The
winding strip 18 consists of a narrow flat strip of rigid or
semirigid material, which may be metal, stiff synthetic
plastic, wood, or the like, which is cemented or otherwise
permanently attached to the surface of the pocket body.

In closing the pocket, the portion of the pocket body
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above the winding strip is folded tightly over the winding
strip 18 and rolled thereover for one or two turns forming
a tightly round roll as shown as 19 in Fig. 3. The upper
part of the flap member 15 is then turned down over the
roll and the flap removably fastened to the garment by
fastening means 20, which may be snap fasteners, hooks
or the like. | |

In my preferred structure the edges of the flap pocket
body 12 adjacent the open end 14 are closed for a short
distance inwardly from the tube edges as shown in detail
in Fig. 4 as the edge seals 21. The closing of the edges
at the open end of the pocket prevents the leakage of water

‘in the capillary tube which may remain at the folded edge
- of the rubber-like pocket body, even when tightly rolled

as in closing,.

In Fig. 6 1s shown in perspective, a structure for a rub-
ber pocket as above described which may be prepared as
a unit for installation in pockets or pocket slits which are
already tormed in garments such as bathing suits. The
attachment portion of the flap member may be fastened
to the garment, and the loose portion may be fastened
down over the roll in any convenient manner, as for ex-
ample by means of the snap fasteners 20 on the attach-
ment portion.

- The advantages of my invention will be apparent. The
pocket protects the contents from getting wet during swim-
ming or at other times, and it is readily opened and closed
with assurance that water will not leak in through the
rolled open end of the pocket structure.

I claim: |

1. A waterproof pocket for a garment comprising a
flattened tubular, pliable, waterproof body having an open
end and a closed end; a flap member attached to said body
intermediate the open and closed ends of said body, said
flap member being wider than said body and also extend-
ing unattached over the open end portion of said body;
a relatively narrow winding strip attached to the front side
of said tubular body opposite said flap member, said wind-
ing strip being longer than the width of said body, and
disposed adjacent said open end of said body; and means
for securely and tightly holding said flap member to the
attached portion of itself over the open end portion of said
body which has been rolled up on said winding strip.

2. A waterproof pocket for a garment comprising a flat
tubular body having an open end and a closed end, said
body being formed of pliable waterproof sheet material;
a flap member attached to said body intermediate the ends
of said body, said flap member being wider than said body
and also extending unattached over the open end portion
of said body, a relatively narrow winding strip attached to
the front side of said tubular body opposite said flap
member, said winding strip being longer than the width
of said body, and disposed adjacent said open end of said
body;, and means for securely and tightly holding said
flap member to the attached portion of itself over the open
end portion of said body which has been rolled up on said
winding strip, said attached portion of said flap member
being arranged for attachment of said pocket to a garment.

3. The pocket claimed in claim 2, in which the open
end of the flat tubular body is partly closed at the two
edges thereof.,
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