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This invention relates to novel and useful im-
provements in a hat rack for automobiles, res-
taurants, homes, buses, trains, steamships and
the like.

The principal object is to provide a device
facilitating compact storage of hats, overcoats
and the like against a wall or a wall and a
ceiling.

An important purpose is to devise such a de-
vice that will grasp a hat and fold against the
brim to retain it out of the way, as against the
ceiling, but without disturbing or crushing the
shape.

Another aim of the invention is to provide in
such a device a simple attachment to upholstery
as In an automobile, where conventional fasten-
ings are inconvenient.

Yet another aim is to provide a simple folding
mechanism to clamp the object in supporting
position.

These, together with numerous other objects
of the invention, which will later become appar-
ent as the following description proceeds, are at-
tained by this device, a preferred embodiment
of which has been disclosed in the accompany-
ing drawings, wherein:
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Figure 1 is a perspective view from above of

the assembled rack of this invention:

Flgure 2 is a bottom view of the base of the
device showing in detail the hinge, and fasten-
Ing pins attached thereto:

Figure 3 is a side view of the rack installed, the
dotted lines indicating the hat and the position
of the yoke when retracted;

Figure 4 is a top view of the base, on an en-
larged scale, showing only a portion of the yoke:

Figure 5 is an end view of the base, from the
lIower end of Figure 4: and

Figure 6 is a detailed view of the handle and
its lever extension.

Referring now more particularly to the draw-
ings wherein the same reference numerals in-
dicate similar parts, to the base 18, is hinged
the substantially U-shaped rack or yoke arms
{2 at journals 14 formed as by bending the ex-
tensions of the base. The yoke is a rod bent on
the ends into arms 15, to encircle a hat and to
yieldingly press against the brim. The bight of
the yoke has straight portions (§ received in
the hinge journals, but therebetween brought to-
gether to form the arm or lever {8 and the loop
20 at the extremity of said lever. It is under-
stood that the lever thus formed extends cen-
trally and is coplanar to the arms of the yoke.

The free ends of the yoke arms are provided with

39

40

49

09

2

tip covers 22, of any suitable construction to
round off the ends and to prevent their piercing
and damaging the hat, and other objects.

Referring more particularly to the construc-
tion of the base, which comprises a metal plate,
numeral 24 indicate a flange located intermedi-
ate the ends and is formed-as by a boss, or as by
bending a portion of the base upwardly and
perpendicularly to the plane thereof. Received
selectively in one of the openings 26 of the flange
24, is the pivot 28, hereinafter to be discussed
in detail. At the hinge end of the base is an up-
turned portion of the base 30 designed to bear
against and support the lever portion (8 of the
yoke, when the yoke is in retracted position. At-
tached fixably as by welding or made Integrally
with the base at the hinged end are pins 32.
By means of the screw holes 34 at the other end
of the base, and of the pins, better shown in Fig-
ure 3, the base is attached as is obvious by serews
or nails 36 through the before-mentioned holes,
and by insertion of the sharp pins into the up-
holstery.

Journaled in one of the openings 26 is the end
Oi crank lever 38, which bears two coplanar right
angle end bends 28 and 29. The end 28 is piv-
otally secured in an aperture 28 by washer 40
and cotter pin 42. The other end 29 of the
crank is journaled in the loop 46 of the rod or
handle 44, better seen in Figures 4 and 6, and
retained therein by washers 48 and 90, and
peened head 52 of said crank end. The handle
44 is formed of 5 bent rod, looped on the ends
as shown at 49 and 53 and having a doubled
length portion 54, a looped handle 50, and a
slight bend 58, just beyond the adjacent journal
loop 46, and a bend 60, providing an offset lever
arm 62,

The hand lever is assembled with the yoke and
the crank, as seen best in Figures 1 and 4. The
loop 53 journals on loop 20 of the yoke lever. The
levers function, as may be understood from
Figure 3, showing two operative positions of the
yoke and levers. The crank 38 has its end 28
received selectively in one of the holes 26, se-
lected so that the combined length of the lever
arm 62 and crank 38, when the handle is ad-
vanced and pressed to lie flat on the base (as

shown in Figure 3 by the continuocus lines) that
the yoke arms 12 are biased under tension against
the hat brim thus held tightly against the ecar
ceiling, or upholstery thereon, indicated at 64.
In this position, clamping is had by virtue of
the offset in the fulecrumed portion of the han-
dle. It can be seen that when the operator’s.
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hand is removed from the handle when the le-
ver system is thus disposed, that the weight of
the hat and yoke will be directed to cramp the
bent portion 58 of the handle lever against the
base as it attempts to rotate and fulcrum on
the crank end 52 through the loop journal 46.

It is obvious that to disengage the hat, the
handle 5§ is caused to move outward and thence
downward, releasing the offset lever from Its
cramped. positien.: The downiard alcirig of the
voke is limited by the stop 30 on the base bears
ing against the yoke lever I8.
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Since numerous modifications and equivalents |
will readily occur to those skilled in the art after-

a consideration of the foregoing specification

15

and accompanying drawings, it is not intéhded

to limit the invention to the exaet embodiment

shown and described, but all suitable modifica-

tions and equivalents may be resorted to whiéh -

£a]l within the scope of the following appended
claims...

Having described the invention, what is claimed

as new Is:. | |

1. A hat holder comprising a base for mount-
ine on a support; a substantially U-shaped rack,
for the reception of a hat, hingedly mounted on
the base, a crank mounted for swinging move-
ment on the base, and a rod pivotally mounted,
at an:-intermediate point; on: the crank and hav-
ing one end operatively connected to the rack for
actuating said rack on.the base.

92 A hat holder comprising a base for mount-
ing on. a support, a substantially U-shaped rack,
for.the reception of a hat, hingedly mounted on
said base, said rack comprising a bight. portion
journalled on. the base and an‘arm on sdid bight
portion, a crank pivotally mounted:on the base,
and a rod pivotally mounted; at an intermediate
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point, on said crank and pivotally connected to
the arm for actuating the rack on the base.

3 A hat holder comprising an elongated base
for mounting on a support, a substantially U-
shaped rack, for the reception of a hat, having
its bight portion journalled on one end of said
base, an arm on said bight portion of said rack,
a, crank pivotally mounted on the base, and &
rod pivotally mounted, at an intermediate point,
on thé ¢érank, said rod including an offset end
portion pivotally connected to the arm for swing-
ing the rack toward or away from the support.

4. A hat holder comprising a base including a
flange- having spaced openings therein, means
for securing said base on a support, a rack, for
the recéption of a hat, hingedly mounted on the
base, a rod operatively connected to the rack
for swinging same toward and away from the
support: and a crank having one end pivotally
connected to the rod at an intermediate point,
the other end portion of said crank bheing en-
cageable selectively in the openings in the flange
for adjustably and pivotally mounting said crank
on the base.
| WILL C. SEARLES.
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