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~This invention relates to an attachment for
portable irons, such as flat irons and the like.
In the use of flat irons of the type described,
the danger of scorching, searing or burning the
cloth being ironed is ever present due chiefly to
the searing heat occasioned upoh direct contact
of the metal soleplate of the iron with the goods.

When contact between the iron and the goods, .

because of inadvertance or otherwise, is unduly
prolonged, the temperature of the goods may be
raised to combustion point and the flame which
results may cause dangerous fires. Alfhough un-
intentional, searing, scorching and burning to
some degree has been experienced by every op-
erator.

Important also is the cumulative development
of sheen or shine occasioned during ordinary
ironing operations, especially with dress fabrics
such ag silk, nylon, rayon and the like and par-
ticularly with fabrics having black or dark color.
To minimize the development of shine, which is
unatiractive and hard to remove, it has been the
suggested practice to make use of a2 pressing
cloth for separating the soleplate of the iron
from the goods. The technigue embodied in the
use of a pressing cloth is objectionable to many

because it is curmabersome and, as a result, its use

1s often dispensed with on many occasmns when
it rightfully should be used. |

Another undesirable feature inherent in the
use of flat irons arises in the objectionable build~
up of foreign and discolored material on the
soleplate of the iron. Such foreign materials are
picked up from the goods being ironed and, if
organic in nature, decomposition or other reac-
tion apparently occurs at the high temperatures

to which they are exposed and necessitates clean-

ing the soleplate at frequent intervals. |
In order to overcome these defects mherent in

present iron construction, it is an object of this

Invention to produce an attachment which: fits
over the soleplate of the iron when in its mounted
relation to separate the metal from the goods
being ironhed in a manner to protect the goods
from the searing heat of the iron, minimize or
entirely eliminate the development of shine on
the goods, and separate the iron from the goods
so that foreign material will not accumulate on
the soleplate of the iron.

Another object is to produce an attachment to

be used in juxtaposed relation with the soleplate

of an iron, the attachment being formed of read-

ily available low cost materials and which may
be held on the iron with sufficient tension fto
maintain the desired mounted relation and to
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permit removal from the iron in an 3xpedient
manner.

A further object is to produce a hew, simple,
and low cost attachment for use with flat irons
to separate the soleplate from the goods bemg
ironed during ironing operations.

These and other objects and advantages of this
invention will hereinafter appear and for pur-
poses of illustration, but not of limitation, em-
pnodiments of the invention are shown in the
accompanying drawings in which:

Figure 1 is g perspective view of an attach-
ment embodying features of this invention in
mounted relation on the iron.

Figure 2 is a top plan view of the attachment
shown in Figure 1 separate and apart from the
iron: . |
- Figure 3 is a sectional view taken along the
line 3—3 of Mgure 2; |

Pigure 4 is a defail plan view of a portion of
the attachment showmg the fabric construction
at the toe, and

- Pigure 5 is a perspective view showing a modi-
fied form of attachment embodying features of
this invention. . | |

Briefly described, invention resides in an at-

tachment for flat irons which separates the sole-

plate of the iron from the material being ironed.
The attachment is formed of a heat resistant ma-
terial capable of withstanding the temperatures
to which the iron might be heated (400 to about
900° P.) without decomposition, physical change
and without burning. In its mounted relation,
the attachment covers all or part of the sole-
plate of the iron with means, forming a part

thereof, for holding the attachment on the iron
in a manner to tension that portion in juxtaposed

- relation with the soleplate for the purpose of
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forming a suitable ironing surface. The holding
means are easily released to permit removal of
the attachment from its mounted relation in the
event that use of the iron in a normal manner
is desired.

More specifically, as shown in the drawing, the
attachment comprises a stocking A formed of
heat resistant, fireproof material shaped to fit
over the soleplate 10 of an iron fi with the side
walls 13 of the attachment being shaped to slip
over the lower side wall portion of the jron.
Means associated with the attachment are pro-
vided for securing same to iron in position of
use. To provide the most effective arrangement
the bottom portion {4 of the attachment juxta-
posed to the soleplate 12 is shaped substantially
to conform to the contour of the soleplate with
sufficient extra material fo permit wuniversal
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adaptation of the attachment wzth most irons
presently bheing marketed.

The side wall portion 13 of the stocklng or at-
tachment is shaped substantially to conform to
the toe portion of the iron with sufficient loose-
ness in the side walls to enable the stocking,
quickly angd easily, to be slipped over the heel
of the iron into position of use.

Snaps, clips, or other like fastening means may
be provided in the side wall portiom 13 or’in asso-
ciation with the bottom wall portion {4 for en-
gagement in the usual manner with cooperating

devices on the iron. In the alternative a henhi-

portion of the iron and a resilient member such

) |

10

4

stocking over the iron, tabs 28 integral with the
upper edge portion of the stocking may be used.
If elastic means are employed for holding the
attachment onto the iron, the mounted relation
is automatically achieved and maintained. Other
securing means may be rendered effective in the
usual manner.

In its mounted relation, the attachment forms
a part of the iron and that portion juxtaposed
to the’ soleplate. moves with the iron over the
cloth being ironed. As used, it separiates the iron
from the cloth, prevents direct transfer of sear-

- itig heat from the soleplate to the goods being
I may be provided all around the. upper- edge-
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as a coil spring 16 may be disposed:thereifizfe.

draw the upper edge portions inwardly about the.

iron and thereby tension the Tfabric on the
iron in a desirable-manner,
means may also include tubberized tape or rub-
ber bands. Instead of employing such automatic
means, draw strings may be threaded through
the hem and then pulled fo secure the hem
tightly about the body portion:of the iron: for
establishing the desired mounted relation.

In the modification shown. in. Figure- 5,. the
attachment comprises a- fabric- of the type de-
seribed having an intermediate portion 20 which
covers the soleplate and upwardly extending -side

wall portions 21 and 22 which .converge foward ¢

the handle 23 of the iron. - The side wall portions
21 and 22 are provided with openings 24 through
which the attachment may be- gripped by. the
fingers of the hand used to:operate -the.iron.

Materials suitable for the use in the manufac-
fure of attachments of -the type desc¢ribed may
comprise substantially stiff or rigid substances
formed of heat resistant.or fire proof material.
It is preferred however to form the attachment
of a resilient fabric formed of heat resisting snd
fire proof fibers such- as for example, inorganic
fibers of the type glass fibers, mineral.wool fibers,
asbestos fibers and the.like or inorganic.metallic
filaments of iron, aluminum, steel,. copper and
the like plied together to form strands: which may
be woven into suitable cloths. -

Of the inorganic. fibers,. glass -fibers: are: the
most suitable because they do naot-ledve: lint. or
the like on the fabrics being ironed. The smooth,
hard surfaces, characteristic- of glass:fibers, .gives
the desired slip for ironing:and glass. fibers. aré
known to have high strength and good wear: ‘qital=
ities. Since ironing. temperatures-aré usiially in
excess of 400° P. but below 8030° ., glass: fibers
are able to function without decomposition, and
size, if any is employed to:-prevent destruetion:of
the fibers by mutual -abrasion, may be-selécted
of heat- stable materials: of similar indorgdinic
nature,

When. strands of woven-metallic filaments are
used, heat conductivity of a high orderis'seciiréd,
without subjecting  the godods being iroried: by
direct contact to the intensive searing heat: of
the soleplate. It is perhaps in this’ respect that
much of the improvement lies in this' invention.
It may be that in the usé of an attachment -of

the type described the heat of the soleplate

reaches the goods mainly by radiation throiigh

the interstices between the fibérs of the fabric dg

compared to:the searing heat of the soleplate
transferred to the Tabric by direct contact.

In operation, the attachment is slipped over
the soleplate and pulled over the lower portion

of the iron—in the event; th&t it-is in the formf

of a stnckmg TG assist the. drawing- of - the

ironed, militates against the development of
sheen or shine, and minimizes the possibility of

tha*soleplaté picking up foreign substances that

- cause.discoloration and lower the efficiency of the

Suitable tensioning

iron.

It Will be understood that numerous changes
may be made in the details of construction,
arrangement; . and - operation without departing
from: the spirit of. the invention, especially as

- defined in the following .claims.
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What .is claimeqg is:

1. An attachment. for use in combinatioh with
a flat iron having.a sole plate forming the under-
side. thereof heated for ironing operations-coms=
prising a resilient:stocking woven of glass fibers
and shaped.subsiantially o conform to .the con-
tour of the:iron with a central portion positioned
adjacent the underside of the:sple plate and side
wall: portions extending upwardly therefrom. gll
around.:to embrace the side wall portions iof thé

iron,. &.-hem:ih .the: upper edge of the: side wall

portions and draw tapes threaded through  the
hem to draw theé:side:wall portions about the iron
thereby: to.tension the.stocking:ih.position of use
about the. iron.

2. An attachment for use :in:combination with
aflat iron having.a.sole plate forming the under-
side' thereof heated for ironing operationsg com-
prising a resilient stocking woven of glass fibers
and:shaped substantially to conform to.the con-

tour of the iront with a ceritral portion positioned
adjacént the underside -of the sole plate angd side

wall portions.-extending upwardly therefrom all
around to:embrace the side walls:of the iron, &
slotted opening: in the side wall portions adjacent
the handle portion of thé iron through whiehthe
fingers may be.extended when i1 position of use
to. tension the ‘stocking ‘about the iroin.

3. In combination, a fat iron having & h&ndie
membet; side Wwalls, and a°solé plate forming the
underside thereof: adapted tobe heated for irbn~
ing operations ahd g resilient stocking woven ‘of
glass fibers ‘and.- shaped substantially to eonforny
to:the conitour of the'iron With a cerntral portioh
positioned - adjacent: the underside of the sole
platé ard-side wall portmns extendmg upwardly
therefroiti all around to erbr ace the side walls“of
the iron; and ireans in the upper edge’ partmn of
the side walls for tensioning the stocking about
the.ifon When in p051t10n of use

HARRY WELDON.
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