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UNITED STATES

2,603,321

PATENT OFFICE

N 2, 653 321
FOUNDATION GARMENT
Henry M. Herbener Thomasville, Ga.

Apphcation May 9, 1950, Serial N 0. 160 970
(CL 2-—36)

My invention relates to foundation --garments,
such as girdles, corselettes, corsets, or the like.
- ‘An important object of the mventmn is to
provide resilient means for supporting the top
of g girdle portion, to permit the same to yield
downwardly, and to return the top to the raieed
position, when the pressure is removed.

A further object of the invention is to provide

reSilient means of the above mentioned charac-
ter of simplified construction and which will af-
ford the maximum area or areas in opposing the
downward pressure upon the garment thereby

promoting the comfort of the user.

A further ebJeet of the 1nventien is to pro-

vide means for attaching a resilient hoop to the
garment pertmn so that the top and bottom of
the hoop are held against relative movement with
 respect to the garment portion while the sides
of the hoop are free to move laterally W1th1n
limits as the hoop compresses and expands,

A further object of the mventlen is to pro-
vide an arrangement of stitching for heldmg the
hoop or hoops to the garment and retaining them
centered while permitting of their proper action,

whereby the hoop or hoops may be readily ap-

plied to the garment during its manufacture.

A further ebJeet of the invention is to pro-
vide a resilient hoop unit which may be properly
applied to wide or narrow portions or panels of

a girdle. __
A further ebJeet of the invention is to prewde

a heep unit which is applied to a corselette or
llke garment over the abdomen to serve as @

| reducer .
A further ebJect of the. 1nvent10n is te prewde

means for securing the ends of the resilient wire
together from which the hoop is formed so that
the resiliency of the hoop will not be injuriously
affected. .

- A further ebJect of the mventlon is te prewde
a plurality of hoops assembled in g unit with
each-hoop having substantlally the same degree
of resiliency. - - -

Cther eb.]eets and advantages of the inven-
tion will be apparent during the course of the
fellewmg description. | -~

In the accompanying drawings, fermmg a part
of this application, and in which like numerals
are employed to dess.gnate hke parts threugheut
the same,” |
- PFigure 1 is a perspectlve view of a girdle em-
bodying my invention, |

HFigure 2 is an enlarged s1de elevatmn ef the
frent panel

15 Clanns.

Pt}

20

2

Figure 3 is & her1zenta1 section taken on 11ne

3—3 of Figure 2,
Figure 4 is a vertical section taken on line -

4—4 of Figure 2,

Figure 5 is a side elevation of the front panel
parts in section and parts broken away,

Figure 6 is a perspective view of g girdle em-
bodying the modified form of the invention,

Figure 7 is an enlarged side elevation ef the
front panel, |

Figure 8 is a horizontal eectlen taken on line
3—8 of Pigure 7,

Figure 9 is a vertical section taken on lme 9-—-9
of Figure 7T,

Figure 10 is an elevation of the frent panel,
parts in section and parts broken away, |

Figure 11 is a perspective view of a corselette,
embodying my invention,

Figure 12 is a central vertical longitudinal sec-
tion through the same, partly diagrammatic,

Figure 13 is a fragmentary enlarged side ele-

' vation of the front panel,

)
.".:;.H._‘_}'l

Figure 14 is a vertical section taken on line
414 of Figure 13,

Figure 15 is a fragmentary side elevation of
a Tesilient heep ehewmg g9 modified form of
attachment, |

Figure 16 is a fragmentary elde elevatmn of
a, hoobp shewmg a further mechﬁed form of at-

tachment,
Figure 17 is a transverse section taken on line

__ 1'1—I7 of Figure 186,
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‘Pigure 18 is a fragmentary enlarged side ele-
vation of the hoop shown in the first form of the
immvention and in the other forms, with the con-
necting sleeve shown in section,

- Pigure 19 is a plan view of one of the hoops
shown in the first form of the 1nver1t1en and in

- the other forms,

Figure 20 is a side elevation of th.e complete
hoop illustrating the attaching means shown
more completely in Figure 15, |

Figure 21 is a similar view of a complete hoop
showing the attaching means illustrated more
completely in Figure 16,

Pigure 22 is a side elevation of a hoop having
its ends welded, illustrating local bending,

- Figure 23 is a perspective view of a shield piv-
etally- mounted upon one of the hoops, and,

Figure 24 is a perspective view of a modified
form of shleld applied te a heep, parts broken
away.

Figure 25 is a 51de elevation of a front panel
showing the improved hoop applied thereto, the
outer layer of the front panel being removed,
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Toure 25 is a vertical section taken on line
¢ 3—a8 OF F}.‘D’L.I'e 25

igure 27 is a similar view upon an enlarged
sgale,

Figure 28 is an ehplcdeu perspective view of the
shield and hoop, rarts of the hoop being broken
AWay,

Tigure 290 is a side elevation of the front panel
and o further modification of the resilient Loop
applied thereto, the outer layer of the panel be-
ing removed,

Ficure 2§ is a vertical section taken on line
35—30 of Pigure 28, and,

@igure 31 is a perspective view of the hoop and
coupling, parts of the hoop being broken away.

As shown in Figures 1 to 5 inclusive, the numnl-
eral 28 desienates an elastic girdle as a whole,

|

1O

comprising sides 21 and 2 back 22, preferably |

formed intesral and made from an elastic fabric
having & horizontal and vertical stretch. A%-
tached to the top of the sides 21 and back 22 is &
norizontal elastic fabric hand 23, having short
vertical stiffening ribs 24. This kand may be of
the same construction as shown in my Pasent
#2,136,742,
sides and hack by a horizontal zig-zag line ot
stiteching 25. The girdle further comprises &
front fabric panel 28, which is preferably hori-
zontally and vertically non-elasiic. 'fhe panel

85 ig securcd io the sides 2§ and band 23 2y a -

H'I;

vertical zig-zag line of stitching « The bottom
of the nanel 2§ terminates with the bottoms of
the sides 21, but the panel is much longer than
the sides and is folded transversely upon ifseif iov
pl oviding an outer layer 27 and a top folded edge
28, at the elevation of the tops of the sides Z1.
The vertical edges of the outer layer 21 are sé-
cured to the sides 2§ by the vertical lines of stifch-
ing 277, and the panel 28 is arranged upon the
inner faces of the sides 2¢f while the layer 271 1S
unon the outer faces of the same. |

Arranged between the panel 26 and the outer
laver 27 are a plurality of resilient hoops 29, 38
and 31 which are preferably substantially circu-
iar, concentric, and of different diameters so that
one is arranged within the other in spaced rela-
tion. These hoops are resilient and are prefer-
ably formed of piano wire. The wire of the outer
hoop 29 has the largest diameter and the wire of
the intermediate hoop 30 has its diameter smaller
than the wire of the hoop 29 and the wire of the
inner hoop 3{ has its diameter smaller than the
wire of the hocp 38. These differences in diam-
eter are such that the three hoops of different
diameters will have substantially the same de-
oree of resiliency ang stiffness. In the forma-
ticon of each hoop, the free ends of the resilient
wire are inserted in a metal tube 32, Figure 18,
securely attached thereto by pmchmg the tube
upon the ends of the wire. By this manner of
securing the ends of the wire together, the weld-
ing of such ends together is eliminated, which is
disadvantageous inasmuch as the heat from the
welding destroys the temper of the resilient wire
so that it will locally bend at the point of weld-
ing, as illustrated in Figure 22. Each hoop is
also formed horizontally curved slightly to fit the
shape of the body, Figure 19. The tubes 32 may
be arranged at the tops of the hoops, but the in-
vention is in no sense restricted to this arrange-
ment. The panel 26 and the outer layer 27 are
secured together by a horizontal line of stiteching
33, substantially parallel with the folded edge 28,
and the top of the hoopr 29 bears against the
folded edge 28. A stiff shield 292 Figures 1, 2,
5, 23 is disposed at the bottom cf the hoop 29 and

The vaiztbhand 23 is secured to the -
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is arranged with the hoop between the layers 26
and 21. This shield may be formed of metal or
the like and has a horizontal shoulder 30’, and
a, knuckle 31’ is carried by the shoulder and piv-
otally receives the lower portion of the hoop 29.
The inner side of the lower portion of the shield
is filled in with plastics material 32’, secured
thereto, so that the inner face of the shield next
to the body is substantially flat and continuous.
The lower horizontal line of stitehing 33 has a
depending curved portion 33’ which extends
beneath the shield to suppor{ the same. It is
thus seen that the downward pressure upon the
bottom of the hoop is transmitted to the shield,
and this shield remaing in substantially flat con-
tact with the body when the hoop tilts, due to
the bending action of the body. While I have
shown this shield as applied to the hoop 29, I
also contemplate applying the same to the hoobs
3¢ and 31. I may also form the shield from a
metal loop 34’, Figure 24, and hinge the same to
the bottom of the hoop 29 by thread or cord 3%/,
Figure 24. 'This loop will be arranged between
the layers 26 and 27 and will engage within the
curved portion 33’ of the line of stifching.

1t is preferred that the hoop he slightly com-
pressed when placed between the folded edge and
line of stitching 33. A continuous elliptical line
of stitching 34 connects the panel 26 and the
outer layver 21 and has its long axis horizontal.
The elliptical line of stitching 34 is arranged
within the outer large hoop 29, and will there-
fore retain the same centered upon the panel but
will render the sides of the hoop 29 free to move
laterally outwardly, when the hoop is vertically
compressed. This is important as the arrange-
ment does hot impair the resiliency of the hoop
in maintaining the top of the panel raised. The
intermediate hoop 38 is arranged within the
elliptical line of stifching 34 and bears at its top
and bottom against the elliptical line of stitch-
ing 34, but its sides are spaced from the ends of
the elliptical line stitching 234 so that such sides
are free to shift laterally outwardly when the
hoop 38 is vertically compressed. A continuous
ellivtical line of stitching 3% connects the panel
28 and the outer layer 27T and has its long axis
horizontal. This elliptical line of stitching 239 is
arranged within the intermediate hoop 30 and
retains the same centered with respect to the
panel, but renders the sides of to hooep free to
move laterally outwardly when vertically com-
pressed. The inner hoop 21 is arranged within
the elliptical line of stitching 35 and the sides
of this inner hoop are spaced from the ends of
the elliptical line of stitching 35. A circular line
of stitching 36 connects the panel 26 and the
outer layver 21 and this ecircular line of stitching
retains the hoop 3{ centered with respect to the
panel, while permitting ifs sides to move out-
wardly toward the ends of the elliptical line of
stitching 35%5. The upper or lower halves of the
circular stitching 36 may be omitted or a hori-
zontal line of stitching substituted therefor.
The hoop 3! bears at its top and bottom against
the elliptical line of stitching 3%. All hoops are
preferably slightly compressed when held within
or hetween the lines of stitching.

The front layer 27 is covered by a fabric shield
or lining 37, preferably formed of satin, and the
lines of stitching do not pass through this shield.
At its top, the shield is folded over the folded
edee 28 and is secured to the panel 26 by a hori-
zontal line of stitching 38, and is secured to the
vanel at its bottom by a horizontal line of stitch-
ing 39. The shield preferably extends down-
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wardly helow the outer layer 27. The vertical
edges of the shield are preferably secured in place
by the zig-zag lines of stitches 2T1’.

In the use of the garment, when the wearer
hends over a downward pressure is applied to
the rounded edge 28 of the panel and to the panel
at points below this rounded edge. This dawn-
ward pressure will cause the resilient hoops to
vertically vield, but when the pressure is removed
the several hoaps will again expand to the nor-
‘mal shape and return the panel to its normal
raised substantially flat condition. The several
hoops are free to yield vertically sinhce their sides
are free to shift laterally outwardly when the
hoops are vertically compressed. The concentric
arrangement of the hoops is advantageous
when applied to a girdle having a. relatively front
panel.

In Figures 6 to 9 mcluswe I have shown a med-
ificaticn of the invention. In these figures the
numeral 48 designates a girdle having a front
nanel 41 folded at its top to provide a faolded edge
42 and an outer layer 43. The front panel and
outter laver are identical with the front panel
26 and the outer layer 37, except that the front
ranel &1 and its layer 48 are narrower. The
second form of girdle is identical with that shown
and described in Figures 1 to 5 inclusive, except
that the hoop arrangement and the lines of
stitching controlling their action is different. In

the second form of the invention a vertical group

J:
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of resilient hoops 44 are arranged between the

panel 41 and the front layer 43. The hoops 44
are resilient and are identical with the hoops in
the first form of the invention except that they
are all of the same size and the wires from
which the hoops are formed are of the same di~
ameters, since the hoops will have the same re-
siliency or stiffness due to the fact that they are
of the same size. The upper hoop 44 is over-
lapped by the intermediate hoop 44-and the lower
hoop 44 while the intermediate hoop overlaps the
lower hoop 44. The tubes 32 are preferably at
the top of the hoops. A line of stitching is ar-
ranged within the top of the upper hoop 44 and
connects the panel 41 and the layer £3 and in-
cludes an upper curved portion 45 and a lower
generally horizontal portion 46, 'The upper
curved portion 45 may be omitted if desired. A
line of stitching is arranged within the top of the
intermediate hoop #4 and includes an upper
curved portion 47 and a lower horizontal portion
48 and connects the panel 4t and layer 43. The
upper curved portion 47 may be omitted. An el-

liptical line of stitching is arranged within the |

top of the lower hoop 44 and the bhottom of the
upper hoop £4 and includes portions 49 and 56,
connecting the panel 41 and the layer 43. Either
curved portion 43 or 50 may be omitted or a hori-
zontal line of stitching substituted. A line of
stitching is arranged within the bottom of the
intermediate hoop and includes an upper hori-
zontal portion 5! and a lower curved portion 52,
connecting the panels 41 and 43. 'The lower
curved portion 52 may be omitted. A line of
stitehing is arranged within the bottom of the
lower hoop 44 and includes an upper horizontal
portion 52 and a lower curved portion 54, con-
necting the panel 41 and the layer 43. The Iower
curved portion 54 may be omitted. A horizontal
line of stitching 5% connects the panel 4i and
laver 83 and is arranged outwardly of and adja-
cent to the bottom of the lower hoop 44. In the
arrangement shown, the top of the upper hoop
44 bears against the folded edge 42 while its

49

~ tic.
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hottom bears against the horizontal line of stitch~
ing ‘51, The top of the intermediate hoop 44
bears against the line of stitching 46 while its
bottom bears against the horizontal line of stitch-
ing 83. The top of the lower hoop 44 hears
against the horizontal line of stitching 48 while
its hottom. bears against the horizontal line of
stitching 55. The lines of stitching within the
hoops retain them centered with respect to the
panel, but leave their sides free to move out-
wardly laterally, When the hoops are vertically
compressed,

In use, when the wearer bends over forwardly,
a downward pressure is applied to the panel at its
top folded edge and at points beneath this edge,
and the several hoops will vield, since their sides
are free to move outwardly laterally. When this -
downward pressure is removed the hoops will re-
turn the panel to the raised fiat condition.
- In connection with the first two forms of the

invention it is preferred that the panels and

hoops be first assembled, and the panels subse-
quently attached to the girdle, but of course this
is optional.

While it is preferred to retain the hoops in
place by the lines of stitching described in con-
nection with the first two forms of the inven-

tion, yet the hoops may be retained in place by

other means. In Figure 15 I have shown the
hoop 29 secured to the panel 26 at its top by a
zig-zag line of stitching 96, passing through the
panel 28 and inclosing the hoop 29. A similar
line of stitching will be employed to secure the
bottom of the hoop to the panel. These short
lines of stitching will retain the hoop centered
with respect to the panel and the hoop will bear
against these lines of stitching at their top and
bottom. In Figure 16, a loop 57 formed of tape
or the like surrounds the top of the hoop 28,
and may bhe secured thereto by cement or the
like and the ends of this tape are secured to the
panel 26 by lines of stitching 88. A similar tape
is employed to secure the bofttom of the hoop
to the panel and each tape may be cemented

 to the hoop and stitched to the panel. The hoop
will bear at its topr and bottom against the loops

which will retain the hoop centered while its
sides are free to move laterally outwardly.

In Figures 11 to 13 inclusive, I have shown a
further modification of the invention wherein a
hoop arrangement 1s employed as an abdomen
reducer. In these figures, the numeral 58 des-
ignates a corselette including a pody portion &9
formed of elastic fabric preferably having a ver-
tical and horizontal stretch and a front panel &f
preferably horizontally and vertically non-elas-
The panel 6f is secured to the body portion
60 by vertical zigzag lines of stitching §2. Ouier
and inner layers 63 and 83’ of preiferably non-
elastic fabric are secured at their vop and bot~
tom to the panel 6! by horizontal lines of stiteh-
ing 64 and at their vertical edges by zigzag lines
of stitching which may be the stitching 6%. Ar-
ranged between the layers 83 and 63’ are re-
silient hoops 85, 65 and &7, identical with the
hoon 292, except that they are of different di-
ameters. The wire forming the hoop &% has a
larger diameter than the wire forming the hoop
66 and the wire forming the hoop §8 has a larger
diameter than the wire forming the hoop §7,

so that these hoops have substantially the same
resiliency or stiffness,

These hoops may be flat
or only slightly curved horizontally, and if so
curved such curvature will be less than the cur-
vature of the abdomen. Surrounding the outer
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hoop 65 in close relation thereto is a circular
line of stitching 68, connecting the layers 953
and €%. A circular line of stitching 68 sur-

rounds the hoop 8% in close relation thereto and

connects the layers 58 and 83°. A circular line
of stitching 76 surrounds the inner hoop §7 and
connects the layers 63 and 63’. The several hoops
are arranged in spaced concenftric relation and
the circular lines of stitching do not permit the
hoops to be radially compressed and they are
substantially radially rigid. An outer layer or
cover i! extends over the oubter layer £2 and is
held in place by the lines of stitching 84 and the
lines of stitching 62 or separate lines of stitch-
ing at the lines of stitching 82.

When the ggarment is applied to the wearer the

hoops 8%, 8% and 87 press against the abdomen,
forcing the same inwardly and serving as a re-
ducer.

- In Figurss 25 to 28 inciusive, I have shown a
further modification of the inveniion. In these
four figures, the number 75 designates the front
panel of the garment corresponding to the panel
28, Figure 1. This front panel includes an inner
layer T8 and an outer layer ¥7. Arranged be-
tween the inner and ocuter layers is a resilient
hoop 78 disposed near the upper edge of the
front panel. An elliptical line of stitching 79
connects the inner and outer layers %6 and 71
and is arranged within the resilient hoop 13 and
retains it centered, while the lower end of the
hoop bears against a horizontal line of stitching
§2 connecting the inner and outer layers 1§
and 77. The resilient hoop 78 is split at the top
and its free ends are bheni to provide vertical
lateral extensions 21i.

The numeral 82 designates s shield or guard,
which is stiff and preferably formed of metal.
This shield is preferably elliptical and hcrizon-
tally elongated. 7The shield includes an upper

10

20

30

40

unstanding section 82 and a lewer upstanding

section 84 connected Ly a horizoantal shoulder 89.
Stamped from the lower saction 84 are elongated
loops or knuckles £8, spaced from the shoulder
35. The locps or knuckles 85 are sufiiciently long
to permit of the passage through them to the
vertical lateral extensions 81, and the hoop then
springs upwardly and the extensions 8§ bear
against the shoulder 25, and free ends oi ihe
hoop can not be improperly withdrawn Irom
within the knuckles. The inner and cuter layers
76 and 77 are connected by a curved line ¢f stiich-
ing 87, forming a pockeb teo receive the shield
89, The inner face of the upper section 83,
next to the wearer, may be covered by a section
82 of plastics material or the like secured to the
shield by cement or the like so that the inner
face of the shield may be continuous. The
1ower section 84 may have an opening 84’, so that
the shield may be stitched to the panel 5. When
the section 84 is stitched to the panel, the stitch-
ing 87 is omitted.

The resilient hoop 7% is thus held in place
hetween the inner and outer layers 786 and 77
and is under tension so that its free ends tend
to move upwardly. The force suppiied to the
upper end of the hoop 78 and-to shield 82 1s
always in a downward direction, and this force
tends to more securely hold the shield upon the
ends of the resilient hoop.

In Figures 29 to 31, inclusive, I have show:n 2
further modification of the invention. In this
modification, the same panel 75 may be used hLav-
ing the same elliptical stitching 73 and horizon-

tal stitching $8.
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The numeral 8§ designates a resilient hoop,
held centered by the elliptical line of stifching
18 and bearing against the horizontal line of
stitching 88. The upper end of the resilient
hoop is split and the free ends are veni down-
wardly to provide vertical lateral extensions 817.

The numeral 88 designates a coupling to con-
nect the free ends of the hoop. 'This coupling is
formed at its top with a sleeve 88 and nas de-
pending flat plates 83 formed integral with its
lower portion. Large openings 8! are formed in
the plates 88 and the lower portion of the sleeve
83. | |

The coupling 88 may be formed resilient, so
that it can be partly opened and the ends of
the hoop 88§ passed into the ends of ihe sleeve
89 and the depending vertical extensions 37
passed between the plates 9!, When the exten-
sions 87 move into the openings &1, the plates 90
spring closed into contact with each other. The
extensions 87 will then he held within the com-
bined opening produced by the openings 81 and
contact with the side walls of such combined
opening, whereby the ends of the split ring will
he securely locked together. While it 1s pre-
ferred that the coupiing be resiileny, it need nog
be resilient and may he formed with the sleeve 63
and plates 99 and formed originally partly open,
and when applied to the ends of the resilient
hoon, the cocupling may ke pinched closed. The
coupling can be entirely formed upon the ends
of the hoon, if desired. There is sufiicient space
bhetween the ends of the extensions 87 and the
bottom of the openings 8f so that the coupling
may he stitched to the panel 78, as indicated ab
22. 'The hoop serves to retain the upper end of
the garment raised. |

While I have shown a single hoop in Figures
25 to 31, inclusive, it is obvious that this hoop
may be used alone or with other hoops as indi-
cated in connection with the first and second
forms of the invention.,

It is to be understood that the iforms of My
invention herewith shown and descriked are to be
taken as preferred examples of tne same, and
that various changes in the shape, slze and ar-

rangement of parts may be resorted to without

departing from the spirit of the invention or the
scope of the subjoined claims.

Having thus described my invention, what L
claim is:

1. A girdle or like garment including a flexible
front portion having a top, a flexible layer ar-
ranged upon one face of the front portion, a
cgenerally elliptical line of stiiching connsacring
the front portion and layer and forming a gen-
erally elliptical pocket having a top and bottom
and sides, the generally elliptical pocket having
its long axis substantially horizontal, anGd a re-
silient hoop arranged within the pocket and hav-
ing a top and boltom and sides, the top oi the
hoop engaging the top of the pocket and the
bottom of the hoop engaging the botiom of the
pocket and the sides of the hoon heing spaced
from the sides of the pocketr, the arrangement
being such that the hopop may be substantially
vertically compressed and its sides will move out-
wardly toward vhe sides of the pocket.

2. A girdle or like garment including a flexiole
front portion having a top, a fiexible layer ar-
ranged upon one face of the front porvion and
connected with the front portion ior forming a
packet having a top and a bottom and sides, a
resilient hoop arranged within the pocket and
having a top and bottom and sides, the top of the
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hoop engaging the top of the pocket and the
bottom of the hoop engaging the hottom of the
pocket and the sides of the hoop being . spaced
from the sides of the pocket, a generally ellip-
tical line of stitching connecting the front por-

tion and layer and arranged within the hoop and
having a top and hottom and sides, the sides of
the generaliy ellintical line of stitching being
arranged close to the sides of the hoop to hold

the hoop centered and the tep of the line of
stitching being spaced from the top of the hoop
and the bottom of the line of stitching being

spaced from the bottom of the hoop, the gensrally.
cenerally

elliptical pocket section having a top and hottom

elliptical line of stitching forming a

and sides, the long axis of the generally elliptical
pocket being arranged substancially horizontal, a
second resilient hoop arranged within the gen-

erally elliptical pocket section and having a top

and bottom and sides, the top of the second hoop
engaginge the top of the pocket section and the
bottom of the sacond heop engaging the bottom
of the pocket section and the sides of the second

hoop being spaced from the sides of the pocket

section, and means for retaining the second hoop
centeraed within the pocket section.

7 |

10

20"
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by the movement of the body, means for oppos-
ing the downward movement of said upper end
and returning the same to the raised position,
said means including an upstanding resilient
hoop including a top and sides and a bottom, said
hoop being split and having end portions, the end
portions being arranged substantially within the
circurnference of the hoop, a stiff tube receiv-~
ing both end portions of the hoop for connecting
them, the stiff tube being clamped fto the end por-
tions, means for securing the resilient hoop to
the body portion and movably securing said sides
to sald body portion so that the sides may move
outwardly in a generally horizontal direction
with relation to the body portion when the top IS
depressed.

8. A girdle or like garment comprising g body
portion having an upper end which is depressed:
by the movement of the body, means for opposing
the downward movemerni of said upper end and
returning the same to the raised posgition, said
means including an upstanding resilient hoop in-

‘cluding a top and sides and a bottom, a shield

- pivotally mounted upon the top of said hoop and

05

3. A girdle or like garment comm 1smg g flex-

ible front portion having a pocket, said pocket
having a closed top and a closed boftom and
sides, said pocket having a pocket section adja-
cent to its elosed bottom, a resilient hoop mounted
within the pocket and ha,vmg a top and bottom
and sides, the top of the hoop bearing against the
closed top of the pocket and the bottom of the
hoop being disposed adjacent to the pocket sec-
tion and the sides of the hoop being spaced from
the sides of the pocket, and a shield hinged to
the bottom of the hoop, said shield including

plates extending upwardly and downwardly for:

a substantlal distance beyond that portion of

the bottom of the hoop upon Whlch the -shield

is mounted.
4. In a girdle or like garment, a resilient stifi-

ening device including a resilient hoop, and a
shield, said shield comprising a shoulder and op-
positely extending plates carried by the edges of

30
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the shoulder and offset thereby, and a knuckle

secured to the shoulder and pivotally receiving a
portion of the hoop, such hoop porfion engag-
ing the shoulder.

5. A resilient hoop to be applied to the flexible
part of a garment and being split and having
lateral extensions at its ends, a coupling sleeve
and plates carried by the coupling sleeve, said
plates being arranged in close relation and ex-
tending generally radially of the sleeve, said

60

55

sleeve and plates having a common opening

formed therein, the sleeves receiving the end por-

tions of the hoop and the common opening re-

ceiving the lateral extensions, the lateral exten-
sions engaging the wall of the common opening.

6. A resilient hoop to be applied to the flexible
part of a garment and being split and divided at
its ends with lateral extensions, a coupling sleeve
and plates carried by the sleeve and extending
cenerally radially beyond the same, said plates
being provided between their ends with opposed
openings which also pass through the adjacent
portion of the sleeve, said sleeve receiving the

end portions of the hoops and the openings re-

celving the lateral extensions, the plates being
arranged in close relation when the sleeve re-

ceives the end portions of the hoop.
7. A girdle or like garment comprising g body

portion having an upper end which is depressed

60
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including a side which is adapted to bear against
the body of the wearer, and means for securing
the resilient hoop and shield to the body portion
and movably securing said sides to the body por-
tion so that such sides may move outwardly in a
generally horizontal direction with relation to
the body portion when said top is depressed.

- 9. A girdle or like garment comprising a body
portion having an upper end which is depressed
by the movement of the body, means for oppos-
ing the downward movement of said upper end
alld returning the same fo the raised position,
said means including an upstanding resilient
hoop’ including a top and sides and a bottom,
sald hoop being split at its top forming ends
which are provided with lateral extensions, a
shield -provided with attaching elements having
openings to receive the ends of the hoop, the
lateral extensions engaging behind the attach-
ing elements to prevent the ends from being with-
drawn from within said openings, and means for
securing the resilient hoop and shield to the
body portion and movably securing said sides to
the body portion so that such sides may move
outwardly in a generally horizontal direction with
relation to the body portion when the top is de-
pressed.

10. A girdle or like garment comprising a body
portion having an upper end which is depressed
by the movement of the body, means for oppos-
ing the downward movement of said upper end
and returning the same to the raised position,
sald means including an upstanding resilient
hoop including a top and sides and a bottom,
said hoop being split at its top for forming ends
which are provided with lateral extensions, and a
shield arranged at the top of the hoop and pro-
vided with knuckles having openings to receive

the ends of the hoop, the knuckles being ar-

ranged outwardly of the lateral extensions.

11. A girdle or like garment comprising a body
portion having an upper end which is depressed
by the movement of the body, means for oppos~ -
ing the downward movement of said upper end
and returning the same to the raised position,
said means including an upstanding resilient
hoop including a top and sides and a bottom, said
hoop being split at its top for forming ends which
are provided with generally vertical extensions,
and a shield arranged at the top of the hoop
and having knuckles provided with openings to
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pivotally receive said ends, the knuckles being ar-

ranged outwardly of the vertical extensions.

12. A girdle or like garment comprising a body
portion having an upper end which 1s deptressed
by the movement of the body, means for opposing

the downward movement of said upper end and

returning the same to the raised position, said
means including an upstanding resilient hoop in-
cluding a top and sides and a bottom, said hoop
being split at its top for forming ends which are
provided with generally vertical extensions which
are upwardly faced, and a shield having knuckles,
said knuckles having openings which are suffi-
ciently large for the passage of said extensions,
said extensions beinhg adapted to engage behind
sald knuckles.

13. A girdle or like garment comprising a body.

portion having an upper end which is depressed
by the movement of the body, means for oppos-

ing the downward movement of said upper

end and returning the same to the raised position,
said means including an upstanding resilient
hoop including a top and sides and a boltom, &
shield pivotally connected with the hoop near a
vertical center line of the hoop, said shield hav-
ing one end extending outwardly beyond the
hoop and its opposite end extending inwardly
beyond the adjacent portion of said loop, said
shield having a side which is adapted to bear
against the body of the wearer, and means for
securing the hoop and shield to the body portion.

14. A girdle or like garment comprising a body
portion having an upper end which 1s depressed
by the movement of the body, means for opposing
the downward movement of said upper end and
returning the same to the raised position, said
means including an upstanding resilient hoop
including a top and sides and bottom, shield
means mounted adjacent to the bottom of the
hoop and near a vertical center line of the hoop,
said shield means having relative swinging move-
ment with respect to the hoop and bearing

12
against the bottom of the hoop, said shield means
extending outwardly beyond the hoop and also
extending inwardly beyond the adjacent portion
of the hoop, said shield means being adapted to

5 bear against the body of the wearer, and means
for securing the hoop and shield means to the
body portion,

15, A girdle or like garment comprising a body
portion having an upper end which is depressed

10 by the movement of the body, means for oppos-
ine the downward movement of said upper end
and returning the same to the raised position,
said means including an upstanding resilient
hoop including a top and sides and a bottom, a

15 Shield pivoted upon the top of said hoop near &

- vertical center line of the hoop, said shield ex-
tending outwardly beyond the hoop and also ex-
tending inwardly beyond the adjacent portion
of the hoop, said shield having a side which is

oo adapted to bear against the body of the wearer,
and means for securing the hoop and shield to
said body portion,

HARRY M. HERBENER.
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