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This invention is for an improvement in a
graguation cap commonly known as a ‘mortar
board.”

As 1s well known, this style of cap is usually
worn cnly once or twice or only a very few times by
the average person; and, in view of this fact, the
average cost of such a ecap is comparatively high.
This ig especially true in the case of such a cap
of light color that will show soil. TFor instance,
certain cosmefics are very noticeable upon a
white graduation cap; in fact, it may be prac-
tically ruined and the seriousness of this situa-
tion may be most fully realized by those who are
engaged in the business of renting graduation
caps. In any event, a graduation cap of light
color has been found to be an expensive atrticle
of wearing apparel.

Therefore, with this situation in mind, the ob-
ject of my present Invention is to devise a simply
constructed graduation cap that may be sold at
a2 comparatively low price.

A further ohject of my invention is to devise
such an Inexpensive graduation cap that can be
made in any desired color and that may he
formed and decorated in any suitable manner
SO as 1o present a neat fiv and attractive appear-
ance and wili prove altogether satisfactory from
the standpoints of service and durability for the
purpose intended.

A still further object of my present mventmn is
to devise such a cap that may be constructed
in such manner as 0 provide eficctive and yet
unnoticeable means of Ventlle,umn as a part of
sueh construction.

Other objects will appear from the follow-
ing description and claims when considered to-
gether with the accompanying drawing.

Fig, 1 illustrates the blank form in which the
side or body part of the crown of my improved
graduation cap may be made;

Fig. 2 illustrates the top part of the crown of
my graduation cap, having attached thereto an
oval~-shaped part so as to provide means of at-
tachment for the side or body part of the crown
to thie top part thereof;

Fig, 3 is an inverted plan view of the complete
assembly of my improved graduation cap which
includes the parts illustrated in Figs. 1 and 2
hereoi:

g, 4 is a view ta,e:en on: line 4—4 of Fig. 3 and
illustrates the manner in which this cap is . in-
tended 1o be woirn; and

Fig. 5 is an enlarged view of part of Fig. 4 to
indicate the space 2¢ which is adapted 1o receive
the tongues 4 of the body part 2.

It is to be understood that the present form .of
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disclosure is merely for the purpose of illustra-
tion and that there might be devised various

-modifications thereof without departing from the
spirit of myv mventmn as herein set wltn ang

claimed. |
My present improved graduation cap comprises
only three main parts and they may all be

stamped out of a proper grade of card bhoard or

other suitable material of the desired color and
with any other appropriate decoration. The sub-
stantially rigid square top part | of the crown has
secured to the under-side, in the middle thereot,
the oval-shaped part 2 which has its marginal
portion 2a free entirely thereabout so as to pro-
vide 2 space or groove 2¢ beitween the same and
the top part . Tor instance, part 2 may be se-
cured fo the top part { by means of a series of
wire staples 26 applied at points spaced inward-

Ty about one inch or so from the edge of the oval-

shaped part 2, as indicated in Fig. 2 of the pres-
ent drawing. |

The otner part 3, which may be identified as
the side or body of the crown of my improved

graduation cap, is made of a one-piece strip cof

suitable form to fit about the head of the user
when these parts are in full assembly. That is
to say, this blank form, indicated in Fig. 1 of the
accompanying drawing, is wider at its two ends
than at the middle thereof and has its one edge
given the form similar to that of the familiar
brace or bracket which is peinted in the middle
thereof, this being the lower edge of the body
part 3 of the cap when in completed form, as will
ha seen from Fig. 4 of the drawing. The body
part 3 has its other edge provided with fapered
tongues 4 of substantial length so as to be en-
gageable in the groove 2c¢ befween the oval-
shaped parv 2 and the top part i, in the manner
indicated in Figs. 3 and 4 hereof. As the curve
along the one edge of the part 2 is of symmetrical
form, so also are the tongues § provided and ar-
ranged in a symmelrical manner with respect
to the middie of the body part 2 so as o permit
the assembly of the several parts in the sym-
metrical manner indicated in Fig. 3 of the pres-
ent drawing. The blank body part 3 will be made
of a bendable material so as to permit the same

to assume the intended shape for fitting about

the head of the user in a snug and comifortabie
manner and also to permit the tongues &4 t0 ex-

tend practically parallel between the parts | and
2 while the main part of the hody member 3 may

extend at an outwardly diverging angle to the

top part § when the parts are in complete as-

sembly, as clearly indicated in ¥Fig. 4.
By virtue of the particular form of the body
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nart 3, as above described and as illustrated in
Fig. 1 of the drawing hereof, it is possible for my
completed cap to have the appearance of the fa-
miliar graduation cap, as clearly indicated in
Fiz. 4. As above indicated, the blank form of
the body part 3 shown in Fig. 1 may be recognized
as being, in the main, of duplicate formaticn upon
the two sides of an imaginary middle line across
the same, so as to engage and fit symmetrically
about the opposite sides of the user’s head when
the cap has been completely assembled. In as-
sembling the part 3 upon the other parts { and
2, the tongues 4 will be bent and inserted into
the groove 2c¢ provided between the parts { and
2. as ahove explained, in such manner as to bring
the imaginary middle line of the body part 3 at
the front end of the oval-shaped part 2. Then,
as the tongues 4 are so inserted into position, the
body part 3 will be bent about the oval-shaped
part 2 so as to bring the two ends thereof to-
cether at the rear end of the oval-shaped part
2. Then the rear ends of the body part 3 may
be secured together in any suitable manner, as
for instance the bendable metal ears d which are
anchored to one end of the body part 3 and which
are adapted to be engaged into one set of aper-
tures or slots 6, according to the size desired for
the cap. There may be provided any number of
cets of such apertures, there being three such
sets shown in Fig. 1 of the present illustration.
The cap is then in fully assembled condition and
is ready for use. By virtue of the nature of the
material, as referred to in celumn 2 herzof, and
the extension of the tongues 4 into the space

between the parts f and 2 so as to have engage-

ment therebetween, the band 3 will maintain its
assembled position.

By making the groove 2¢ of sufficient depth
between the parts f and 2 and by making the
tongues 4 of proper relative length, the part a
may Dbe adjusted for the desired size of cap by
inserting the tongues 4 more or less infto their
oroove, and these parts will hold such assembled
position for any one of the several sizes provided
for by this arrangement.

It will be observed that as the body part 3 is
applied to the other parts | and 2 as herein ex-
plained, the tapered tongues 4 will be closed par-
tially towards each other but without any inter-
ference between the same and without any buck-
ling of the material of the body part 3. Also, I
have formed the notches or spaces between the
tongues 4 with enlarged curved bottoms 4a so
that, when these tongues are in fully assembled
and adjusted position for any desired size of the
cap, the hottoms 4a of these notches will extend
bevond the edge of the oval-shaped part 2 so as
to afford openings entirely about the cap. These
openings will not only permit ventilation but will
also tend to prevent the cap from being blown

off of the head of the wearer since air may pass

through these openings, thereby rendering the
force of the air less troublesome. Also, as the
cap is applied to the head of the wearer, these
holes will permit escape of the air within the
cap and, in this way, there is produced a still
oreater security of the cap upon the head of the
wearer. |

Thus I have devised a graduation cap that can
he manufactured in a simple and inexpensive
manner so as to be capable of being sold at a
comparatively low price, that may be provided
with any suitable or desired color and form of
decoration, that is capable of presenting an im-
pressive appearance while serving its intended
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purpose in a most efficient manner. Further-
more, the body part 3 and the combined top and
oval-shaped parts | and 2 may bhe shipped
throuch the mail in flat disassembled form and
the purchaser may readily assemble these parts
in the manner above explained. In order to fa-

cilitate still further the handling of these parts
in mail-order shipments, the separate body part
3 may be folded in the middle so as to occupy iess
space. This is calculated to prove a great con-

venience and also a means of greatly increased
distribution in the marketing of this device. Al-
so, this same expedient may be utilized in carry-
ing this cap in the traveling bag.

Other practical advantages resulting from my
present invention will no doubt suggest them-
selves to those who are familiar with the art to
which it relates.

What I claim 1s:

1. A graduation cap comprising a flat top part
having an oval-shaped part attached to the mid-
dle portion of the under-side therecf and with
the marginal portion of saild oval-shaped part
spaced therefrom entirely thereabout, and a sep-
arate downwardly extending body part in the
form of a band having two ends and having its
upper edge provided with means of engagement
extending inwardly therefrom into the space be-
tween said top and oval-shaped parts so as to be
adjustably engaged between said top and oval-
shaped parts according to the size of the head
and having detachable and adjustable connect-
ing means between the said two ends of said
band, said two ends of said band being adapted
to be connected according to the size at which
salid body part may be set.

2. A graduation cap comprising a flat top part
having an oval-shaped part attached to the mid-
dle portion of the under-side thereof and with
the marginal portion of said oval-shaped part
spaced therefrom, and a downwardly extending
body part In the form of a band having two ends
and having spaced fingers extending inwardly
irom its upper edge into the space hetwezsn said
top and oval-shaped parts so as to be adjustably
engaged between said top and oval-shaped parts
according to the size of the head and having de-
tachable and adjustable connecting means be-
tween the said two ends of said band, said two
ends heing adapted to be connected according to
the size at which said body part may be set.

3. A graduation cap comprising a flat top part
having an oval-shaped part attached to the mid-
dle portion of the under-side of said top part and
with the marginal portion of said oval-shaped
part spaced therefrom, and a body part in the
form of a band having two ends and having later-
ally disposed spaced fingers extending inwardly
from its upper edge into the space between said
top and oval-shaped parts so as to be adjustably

engaged hetween said top and oval-shaped parts

according to the size of the head and having de-
tachable and adjustable conhecting means he-
tween the said two ends of said band, said ends
heing adapted to be connected according to the
size for which said body part is set, the spaces be-
tween the base portions of said fingers being of
sufficient width and depth to extend beyond the
edge of sald oval-shaped part so as to provide
openings along the marginal portion of said body
part adjacent said oval-shaped part.

4. A graduation cap comprising g flat top part
having an oval-shaped part attached to the mid-
dle portion of the under-side of said top part and
with.the marginal portions of said oval-shaped
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part spaced therefrom, and a separate down-
wardly extending body part in the form of a one-
piece curved band of bendable sheet material
having two ends and having integral radially in-
wardly extending fingers along the upper edge
thereof, said fingers extending into the space be-
tween said top part and oval-shaped part so as
to be adjustably engaged between said top and

oval-shaped parts according to the size of the

head, said band having detachable and adjust-

10

able connecting means between the said two ends

for the head-engaging adjustment, the adjacent

edges of said fingers diverging from each other
and being spaced sufficiently from each other and
the spaces between adjacent fingers being suffi-
ciently deep to extend beyond the edge of said
oval-shaped part so as to afford ventilation open-
ings through said band adjacent said oval-
shaped part and below said flat top part.

9. A graduation cap comprising a fiat top part,
means provided upon the under-side of said filat
top part and spaced therefrom for receiving a
head-engaging portion of the cap, the head-en-
gaging portion comprising a separate body in the
form of a downwardly extending band having
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means at the upper edge thereof extending in-
wardly into the space between said top part and
said first-named means for releasable and adjust-
able engagement between said flat top parft and
sald first-named means according to the size of
the head, said band having two ends provided
with detachable and adjustable means there-
upon for connecting the same together so as o
assume annular form for engagement with dif-
ferent sizes of heads and for maintaining said
inwardly extending means in releasable engage-
ment within the space between said flat top part
and said first-named means. |
| THOMAS LA MAIDA.
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