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The present invention relates to handy and
practical means for covering electric appliance
cutlets, in a home or elsewhere, which are not in
use and the obvious purpose of this invention Is
to shield and render the source of electricity
temporarily inaccessible, particularly to chil-
dren, whereby to reduce elestric shocks, from out-
lets, t0 a minimum. |

Another object of the invention is to provide
simple and practical outlet covering and safe-
suarding means in which manufacturers and
users will find their primary needs fully mef,
contained and effectively available,

A further obkject of the invention is to pro-
vide a two-part accessory wherein one part takes
the form of a prong equipped dummy plug and
the companion part takes the form of a de-
tachable handle, in the form of a key, which
may he easily and successfully used by adulis
but not successfully used by uninformed juve-
niles.

The preferred embodiment of the invention has
to do with a prong equipped dummy plug to cover
an electrical outlet, said plug having a key hole
therein which is expressly adapted to accom-
modate a readily applicable and removable key
which latter functions as a plug removing handle.

Other ohjects and advantages wiil hecome more
readily apparent from the following description
and the accompanying illustrative drawings.

Tn the accompanying sheet of drawings where-
in like numerals are employed to designate like
parts throughout the views:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of fragmentary
type showing a portion of a floor and wall, an
ordinary type outlet and the improved safeguard-
ing dummy plug with its prongs mounted in the
outlet:

Figure 2 is a perspective view of the prong
equipped side of the dummy plug;

Figure 3 is a section taken approximately on
the plane of the vertical line 2—3 of Figure 4;

Figure 4 is a view partly in section and partly
in elevation (with the outlet means in phantom
lines) showing the manner in which the key
serves as an extracting handle for the plug; and,

PFigure 5 is an elevational view of the key per se.

Reference being had to Figures 1 and 4, the
numeral 8 designates a floor, 8 a molding strip
and {0 a wall in which the usual ouflet box {2
(see Figure 4) is mounted. The bhox is provided
with a receptacle or outlet 14 and the usual de-
tachable escutcheon plate {8.

The invention has to do with the readily ap-
plicable and removable safeguarding and cover-
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ing plug I8. This plug is of semi-spherical form 92

2

and has a convex surface 20 and a flat surface 22.
It is preferably constructed of suitable insulation
material and provided with spaced parallel prongs
24—24 having laterally bent anchoring heads
(see Figure 3), said heads being denofed at 2§
and suitably embedded in the plug. The plug is
unique in that it has a central rectangular or
equivalent slot 28 which constitutes a key hole
and the inner end of the slot is counterbored as
at 30 to provide shoulders or abutments 32.

The key hole means is adapted to accommodate
a readily attachable and detachable handle. The

~handle is preferably in the form of a so-called key

a4. It may be fashioned from a length of round
wire or the like. It includes a straight shank 3§
having a laterally bent extracting lug 38 at its
inner end and having a finger-ring 49 at its outer
end.

The dummy plug may be applied to the re-
ceptacle means without the aid of the handle.
That is to say, prongs 24 are fitted into the usual
sockets in the receptacle or outlet means in an
obvious manner. This is brought out in Figure 1
and from the showing here made it will be seen
that the dummy plug when applied constitutes a
safeguarding shield or cover for the outlet. It
renders the current source in the outlet tem-
porarily unavailable and inaccessible. When it
is desirad to extract and remove the dummy plug
the handle means 34 is brought into play. 'This
is accomplished by passing the lug equipped
shank 38 through the keyhole or slot and then
turning the key axially to engage the lug 33
with one of the shoulders or abutments 32Z.
With the key thus temporarily coupled to the

plug it becomes a handle and the handle and

plug may be simultaneously detached from the
outlet means. |

It is thought that a dummy plug equipped with
g permanent knob or handle would not do inas-
much as it could be easily removed and access 0
the outlet could be then had. However, by pro-

viding a detachable handle in the form of a Kev,

the combination handle and plug hecome g far
more satisfactory, practical and safe solution of
the ever existing problem of preventing young-
sters from having unrestrained access to &
dangerous source of electric power.

Minor changes in shape, size, materials and re~
arrangement of parts may be resorted to in actual
practice provided that no departure is made from
the invention as claimed.

Having described the invention, what is claimed
as new is:

1. A temporarily usable safeguarding cover for
service outlets comprising a dummy plug having
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prongs adapted to fit into the usually available
sockets in said outlet, said plug having a central
keyhole and being provided in its inwardly dis-
posed flat side with a counterbore, the latter pro-
viding key accommodating gbutments.

2. A temporarily usable safeguarding cover for
household service outlets comprising a semi-
spherical dummy plug having prongs on its flat
side adapted to fit into the usually available sock-
ets in said outlet, said plug having a central key-
hole and being provided with a counterbore, the
latter providing key accommodating abutments
and a key detachably associable with said plug,
said key fitting removably in said keyhole and
embodying a shank with a lateral bend which is
selectively engageable with said abutments.

3. The structure defined in claim 1 and a handle
having a shank fitted rotatably and removably

4

in said keyhole, said shank being provided on its
outer end with a finger ring and the opposite in-
ner end of said shank having g lateral bend, said
bend being selectively engageable with said abut-

5 ments.
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