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Application March 18, 1949, Serial' Ne. 82,194

(Cl. 211—690)

6 Claims.
~ This -invention relates to-golf ¢lub display-and
shipping cotitainers constructed ahd -arranged to
hold a -series of golf ehibs in fixed positions dur-
ing shipment and for display purposes.
The invention has for an object to provide a

shipping and ‘display cdontainer inh which the

clubs are securely held against movement dur-

ing shipment and in which the cliibs are so dis-

posed that they are attractively -displayed tpon
reimoval of the eover of the shipping container.

A further object -of the invention is to provide

a olie-piece display rack formed from & :Single
stmp ef papeg}?p&rd provztded W:Lth slotted I‘IbS
d1ﬁerent lengths.

‘With the-above- and -othér: GbJects in view the

invention may be said to compiise the golf 2kbis]

shipping and display corntainer ag illustiated in
the ‘aecompanying drawings and heéreinafter de-
seribed; together with such variafions ahd modi-

fications thereof as will be-appareént to one skilled

in the art to which the invention peértains,
Reference should be had to the accompanying

drawings farmmg a part of this specification i

which
Figure 1 is & top plan View ‘of a Shipping and

display ‘coritainer eémbodying the invention and
designed for shipping and displaying clubs 6f the

type knhown as “irons.”
Fig. 2'is g side elevation of the contamer shown

i Fig, 1 with a portioli broken away aiid shHowil

in long1tud1na1 section:

Pig. 3 i§ 4 transvérse section thmugh the ¢éon~
tainer taken on ‘the line indidated at 3—3 in
Fig. 1; | |

Fig, 4 is a fragméntary longitudinal section on

an enlarged scale taken on the line mdlcated at

44 in Fig, 1;

Pig. 5 is'a perspective view of the ¢lub retam-
ingcap;

Fig. 6 is a plan view of the paperboard blank
from which the rack is formed;

Fig. 7T is a plan view of the blaiik from which

the. rertmmng cap is formed.;

_Pig. 8 is a fragmentary plan view showing a

modified construection; |

Fig. 9 1s a top plan view of a shipping con-
tainier embodying  the invention desighed for
shipping and displaying golf elubs of the type
commonly knewn as “woods”:

Fig. 10 is a side elevation of the ccmtamer
shown in Fig. 9 pattigally broken away and shown
in: longitudingl section;

L Fig. 11 is'a fragmentary longitudihal-séction on
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an enlarged scale taken on the 11ne 1ndwated at
{—1L1 in Pig. 9:

Fig. 12 is-a -perspective view of the club retain=
ing ecap;

Fig. 13 is a plan view of the blank: from whmh
the club pcsitioninhg rack is formed: |

Fig. 14 is & trdansverse section on an enla,rged
scale takén oh the line indicated at 14814 in Pig.
9 and |

Hig, 1bi8 & sectmn similar to. F1g 14 mth the
retaining cap removed.

The device of the present mventwn comprlses
a ‘suitable shipping container A which may be a
conventional paperboard box -construction -of
elonigated rectangular form of a size suitable to
recéive a number of golf clubs, in which the clubs
are positioned for display purposes by means of -
g, rack B that fits within the c¢ontainer A. In
order to -securely hold the clubs against move-
mernt during shipping, a retaining cap C is pro-
vided which engdges the clubs and certain of the
club positioning members inn the container, and
which has its top surface flush with the top of
thé container A for engagement with the cover
of the container when engaged with the clubs so.
that the clubs are sectrely held against move-
ment during shipment. |

In Figs. 1 to 7 of the drawings o shipping and
display container is shown that is adapted to re-
celve golf clubs of the type commonly known as
“irons.” 'Iie container A has g fiat bottom I,
upright side walls 2 and upright end walls 3, the
walls 2 and 3 being provided with inturned -flaps
4 ‘and 5 which form the inner surfaces of the
walls, A

The club positioning rack B is formed from a
strip of paperboard of a width to fit between the
side walls 2 of the container A, and this rack is
provided at one end with a flat portion 8. At
the inner end of the fiat portion 6 there is 2 hol-
low transverse rib 7. Inwardly of the rib 7 there
is a second flat portion 8 whieh extends to a see-
ond hollow transverse rib 8 which is located be«
tween the flit portion 8 and g third flat portion.
10 of the rack. At the end of the flat portion 10
the rack is provided with an upstandmg end por-
tion 12 which serves to position clubs of dlffer-
ent lengihs,; the-end portion 12 having offset club
positioning faces 13 and (4 adjacent the Oppos1te
side walls 2 of the container, the positioning face
14 being offset inwardly with respect to the posi-
tioning face 13 to provide an abutment for the
head of a shorier elub, Between the face por-
tions 13 and {4 the end portion 12 has a laterally
inclined upright inner face 15 that provides an -
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abutment for the head of a series of clubs of pro-
gressively greater length.

The rack B fits within the receptacle A with
the flat portions 6, 8 and 10 thereof resting upon
the bottom wall | of the container, and withh the
outer end of the flat portion 6 engaging one end
wall 3 of the container and the upstanding club
positioning portion 12 in engagement with the
opposite end wall of the container.

The upstanding ribs T and 8 have spaced up-
right sices 16 and flat tops IT connecting the
sides 16, and each of the ribs has laterally spaced
slots 18 that extend parallel to the side walls
2 of the container across the tops 11 and down
into the sides I6 of the ribs. The slots of the
rib 9 are longitudinally alined with the slots of
the rib T and the slots are of a size to receive
the shanks of golf clubs, each rib having engage-
ment with the shanks of the clubs at spaced
points since the clubs fit in the slots 18 and rest
upon the bottoms of the slots 18 which end In
the spaced side walls 16 of the ribs. Each of the
ribs T and 9 is provided with a recess 18 at one
end which is of the same depth as the slots 13
and which is of a width to accommodate the
shank of a golf club between the inner side of ihe
recess and the adjacent wall 2 of the container.
The golf clubs are positioned in a rack with their
shanks lying in the slots i8 and with thelr heads
engaging the inner face portions of the end posi-
tioning member 12,

In order to securely hold the golf clubs against
relative movement during shipment, a box-like
cap C is provided which is shaped to fit over one
of the transverse positioning ribs of the rack.
The cap C has side walls 26 adapted to engage
with the sides 16 of the rib and end walls 21
adapted to overlie the ends of the ribs, the caps
also having a flat top 22 which overlies the top
of the rib on which the cap is placed. The side
walls 20 of the cap have slots 23 which are of
o, size to receive the shanks of the golf clubs and
which are adapted to register with the gslots i3
of the rip 7. The ends 21 of the cap are posi-
tioned between the ends of the rib 7 and the op-
posite side walls 2 of the shipping container,
one of the end walls of the cap being located
in the recess 19, and the rib T having a cutaway
portion 24 at its opposite end to recelve the op-
posite end of the cap.

When the cap C is placed upon the rib T the
tops of the slots 23 are brought into engagement
with the shanks of the clubs resting upon the
hottoms of the slots 18 of the rib, and when so
positioned the top of the cap C Is flush with the
top edges of the container 2 so that it will be
firmly held in engagement with the clubs by the
container cover (not shown) during shipment.

" As shown in Fig. 6, the blank from which the
rack B is formed is provided with four parallel
transverse fold lines 25, 26, 27 and 28 for form-
ing each of the transverse ribs, the sides of the
ribs being joined to the base of the rack by the
fold lines 25 and 28 and to the top 11 of the ribs
by fold lines 26 and 21.

The upstanding end portion 12 of the rack is
joined to the base portion by a transverse fold
line 29 and a second fold line 30 is provided par-
allel to the fold line 29 so that an outer upright
wall 31 which engages with an end wall of the
container A is provided between the fold lines
29 and 30.

" The inner face portion {3 is in the form of a
flap which is joined at its inner edge to the wall
3{ by the fold line 30 and which is separated
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4
from the inclined face portion {5 by an inclined
slit 33. The flap 13 is held against the inner face
of the wall 31 by means of a tongue 34 formed
on its outer edge and engaging in & slot 35 formed
in the flat portion 10 of the rack.

The inclined positioning face 15 is formed by
a portion of the blank lying between parallel
fold lines 36 and 31 that extend from the slit
33 at an inclination to the fold line 39.

The inwardly offset face portion 14 is part of
an extension 38 at the side of the blank opposite
that on which the flap 13 is formed that is sepa-
rated from the face portion i95 by a notch 41,
The face portion 14 lies between two transverse
fold lines 39 and 40 extending across the exten-
sion 38. A portion of the blank outwardly of the
fold line 30 is folded to a horizontal position
above the flat portion 10 of the rack and the
inner face portion 14 is folded down to an up-
right position, the fold line 40 forming a flap 42
which is adapted to lie upon the top surface of
the portion {0 of the rack and which is secured
to the flat portion by means of a suitable fas-
tener 43.

The inclined face portion 15 is adapted to be
folded down to upright position between the face

portions 13 and 14 and outwardly of the fold line

3T a triangular flap 44 is provided which is
adapted to lie flat upon the portion 10 of the
rack with its outer edge in engagement with the
upright wall 3{, as shown in Fig. 4.

As shown in Fig. 7, the cap C is formed from a

one-piece paperboard blank, the top 22 of the
cap lying between parallel fold lines 45 and 46
which join the sides 29 to the top 22. Af oppo-
site ends thereof the sides 20 are provided with
transverse fold lines 47 and 48, and beyond these
fold lines flaps 49 and 50 are provided which are
separated at their inner edges from the body of
the blank by means of slits so that the flaps 49
and 50 can be folded inwardly to lock the sides
to the ends of the cap.

Between the flaps 49 and 50 transverse fold

lines 51 and 52 are provided which serve to join.

the end walls 21 of the cap to the top 22, and the
end members 21 are provided with transverse
fold lines 53 and 54 so that the end members can

be folded over the flaps 49 and 50 to lock the ends
of the cap to the sides thereof. It will be noted

that the flap 50 and the end wall portion 21 at
one end of the cap is shorter than at the other,

providing an end wall at one end that is some-

what shorter than the end wall at the other end
for engagement with the bottom of the recess 19
of the rib 1. -
1t may in some instances be desirable to posi-
tion the transverse rib of the rack which receives
the portions of the shanks adjacent the heads of
the clubs at an inclination to the sides of the

container as shown in Fig. 8 of the drawings, .
wherein a transverse rib 55 is disposed substan-
tially parallel with the inclined positioning face.

i5 and has club receiving slots 5% that are par-
allel to the side wall of the container,

In Figs. 9 to 15 of the drawings a shipping and
display container is disclosed which accommo-

dates golf clubs of the type known as “woods.”

The container shown in Figs. 9 to 15 comprises a
shipping container A’ similar to the container

previously described, a club positioning rack B’

that is formed to position the woods and a cap
C’ that retains the clubs during shipment.

The rack B’ has a flat end portion 60 at one

end, a rib 61 at the inner end of the flat portion

60, a second flat portion 62 between the rib 61
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and a “second transverse rib ‘63, -and :a third flat
portion 84 between the rib 63 and'the.opposite
end of the ‘container, ‘the latter -end ‘of the ‘con-
tainer having a hollow abutment 65 ‘extending
partially ‘across the end of the --mnta'iner to posi-
tion ‘shorter clubs. The ribs 6t -and §3 are pro-
vided with clubreceiving slots 68 spaced from the
e‘_n‘ds thereof and one end of each rib has tongues
37 and 63 integral with the sides and ‘top thereof
'ﬁhau dre ‘bent inwardly and downwardly ‘to ‘pro-
vide a ‘¢club receiving recess dat the end -of ‘each
rib, ‘the tongue €3 being bent inwardly from ‘the
sides of the ribs and the tongue 67 ‘downwardly
from the top of the rib, the tongue 68 engaging
the outer side-of the tongue §7 to.hold the same
in vertical position, as shown in Fig. 14.

- The rib §3 has ‘the end thereof :opposite ‘the
club receiving recess cubt away gs:indicated:at 69
to receive-an.end.of the-cap C’. Thecap C’ is of
box-like form, having side walls 78 and end walls
11, the side Walls being provided with slots 712
aﬁapmd to fit over the shanks of clubs seated in
the slots 66 of ‘the rilb 83, the cap fitting over the
rib B3 with its side "walls T8 ‘engaging the side
walls of the rib and its end walls T{ positioned
betwesn the ends of ‘the rib 52 and the sade “Of
the container A’.

The depth of the slots 72 is such that when the
cap is placed on the rib €3 with the tops of the
slots 72 In engagement with the clubs, the top
face of the cap lies fiush with the top edges of the
side walls of the container so that it will be
engaged by the cover to firmly clamp the clubs.

Ag shown in Fig. 13, the rack A’ is formed from
a one-piece paperboard blank in the form of a
strip that fits within the container. The ribs are
formed by folding the sirip on itransverse fold
lines as in the modification first described. 'The
end abutment §5 is formed by a projection 13 at
one end of the blank which is joined to the body
of the blank by a fold line 74 which is spaced
inwardly from the end portion of the blank
adjoining the end projection 73, and separated
from the body of the blank between the fold line
14 and the end of the blank by a slit 75, The pro-
jection 13 is provided with parallel fold lines 7%
and 17 by means of which the projection can be
folded to provide a hollow abutment engaging
the end wall of the container, as is shown in Figs.
10 and 11.

The tongues &7 and 68 which form the inner
sides and bottom of the club receiving recess at

one end of each of the ribs 6§ and 63 are so
formed that they provide a club receiving recess

when bent inwardly but are nocrmally parts of the
sides and top of the rib so that if one of the clubs
of the set is omitted the club recelving recess may

a1so pe omitted.
1t is to be understood that in accordance with

the provisions of the patent statutes, variations
and modifications of the specific devices herein
shown and descriped may ke made without de-
parting from the spirit of this invention,

What I claim is:

1. A shipping and display receptacie for golf
clubs comprising an clongated rectangular con-
tainer having a fiat bottom and upright side and
end walls and a club rack fitting within said con-
tainer and resting upon the bottom thereof, said
rack comprising a strip of paperboard of a width
to fit between said side walls and having a portion
intermediate its ends bent about four parallel
transverse fold lines to form & hollow upstanding
rib having a flat top wall and spaced side walls,

said rib having ifs ends spaced from said side
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walls‘and being provided with spaced élub recsivs

'ing slots ‘extending across said top:wall ‘parallel

with‘the container gide walls, and-a box-like:¢lib
retaining cap shaped to fit upon s3id rib and
having side and end walls:engageable “with the
sides and ends of said rib, ‘the side ‘walls of said
cap having club receiving slots adapted to register
with the-club reeceiving -slots of :said rib.

2, ‘A -shipping ‘and -display receptacle’ fm' golf

clubs comprising an ‘elongated ‘rectangiilar con-
tainer having a flat bottom and upright side and

end walls and-a club-rack fitting ‘within said con-
talner and resting upon the bottom thereof, said
rack comprising a-strip-‘of paperboard ofa width

tofit between said side walls and-having 2 portion
intermediate -its ends bent ‘about four parallel

transverse‘fold lines to forma hollow upstanding
rib ‘having-a flat top wall ‘and spaced side walls,
said 'strip ‘being ‘recessed at ‘the -ends of ‘said rib

to 'space the-ends of the rib from the-side 'wall of

allel ‘with ‘the side ‘walls ‘of ‘the container and

terminating in-the sides of the rib above‘the bot-

tom of ‘the rib, and a box-like-club retaining -cap
having side and end walls engageable with ‘the
sides and ends of the rib and-provided with'club
receiving slots that register with the slots of the
rib and that are of a depth such that when en-
gaged with clubg in the rack the top of the cap is
substantially flush with the top edges of the
container walls.

3. A golf club display rack adapted to fit within
the side and end walls of an elongated rectangu-
lar shipping container and comprising an elon-
gated paperboard strip of a width to fit between

the side walls of the container and having up-

wardly bent portions intermediate its ends form-
ing transversely disposed upstanding ribs, said
ribs having alined club receiving slots, said strip
having an end portion provided with parallel
transverse fold lines extending across the same
at right angles to its side edges and a second pair |
of fold lines at an inclination to the first pair
and between said first pair and the end of said
strip, said strip being bent about said fold lines
to provide a hollow end stop with an outer up-
right wall engageable with the container end wall
and an inner transversely inclined upright posi-
tioning wall accommodating clubs of various
lengths.

4. A golf club display rack adapted to fit within
the side and end walls of an elongated rectansu-
lar shipping container and comprising an elon-

gated paperboard strip of a width to fit between
the side walls of the container and having up-

wardly bent portions intermediate its ends form-
ing transversely disposed upstanding ribs, said
ribs having alined club receiving slots, said strip
having an end portion folded to provide an up-
standing club positioning stop, said end portion
having two parallel fold lines across the strip at
right angles to the side edges thereof and two
independently foldable portions swingable upon

-the outer of said fold lines, the portion of the

Strip between said fold lines providing an upright
wall for engagement with the container end wall,
one of the foldable portions being a flap foldable
agalnst the inner face of said upright wall and
the other of said foldable portions being pro-
vided with transverse fold lines and being fold-
able to provide club positioning walls inwardly
offset with respect to said flap.

5. A golf club display rack adapted to fit within.
the side and end walls of an elongated rectangu-

lar shipping container and comprising an elon-
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gated paperbosrd strip of a width to fit hetween
the side walls of the container and having up-
wardly bent portions intermediate its ends form-
ing transversely disposed upstanding ribs, said
ribs having alined club receiving slots, said strip
having an end portion folded to provide an up-
standing club positioning stop, said end portion
having two parallel fold lines across the strip at
right angles to the side edges thereof and two
independently foldable portions swingable upon
the outer of said fcold lines, the portion of the
strip between said fold lines providing an upright
wall for engagement with the container end wall,
one of the foldable portions being a flap foldable
against the inner face of said upright wall at one
end of said wall, the octher of the foldable portions
having a fold line extending from the outer of
said transverse fold lines adjacent said filap at
an inclination to said fold line, a second inclined
fold line parallel to the first and a triangular flap
outwardly of said second fold line, whereby it
may be folded to dispose said triangular flap in
engagement with the body of the strip and the
portion thereof between the inclined fold lines In
upright position inwardly of said upright wall.

6. A golf club display rack adapted to fit within
the side and end walls of an elongated rectangu-
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lar shipping container and comprising an elon-
gated paperboard strip of a width to fit between
the side walls of the container and having up-
wardly bent portions intermediate its ends form-
ing transversely disposed upstanding ribs, said
ribs being hollow and having spaced upright
sides and a horizontal top, the top of each rib
having an integral tongue adapted to be bent

downwardly and the sides of the ribs having
toneues bendable inwardly into retalning engage-
ment with downturned fongues, the tongues of
said ribs forming sides and bottoms of alined
club receiving recesses in said ribs.

CHARLES D. WELSHENBACH.
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