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1

" This invention relates to telescope gun sights,
and has particular reference to an improved
means for mounting a telescope on a rifle so that
the same may be swung laterally to and from
operative position.

An obiect of the invention is to provide simple

. and efficient means for mounting a telescope on
top of the receiver of a rifle so that it may be
swung to one side of the receiver for permitting
use of the ordinary sights of the rifie, and where-
by the telescope may be swung to an operative
- position over the receiver and automatically
latched in such operative position.
- Another object is to provide a mount which
will prevent undesirable displacement of the
telescope due to recoil of the rifle when fired, and
‘which may be readily secured on the rifie re-
- ceiver without modifying or disfiguring the stock
or the receiver of the rifle.

‘The exact nature of the present invention will
be apparent from the following description when
considered with the accommnymg drawings, in
which: o

Figure 1 is q fragmentary top plan view of a
rifle equipped with a telescope sight including
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. a mount constructed in accordance with the .

present invention, the telescope being in laterauy
- swung inoperative position.

- Hgure 2 is a view similar to Figure 1, with the
- telescope swung to operative position.

- Pigure 3.is a vertical transverse sectional view
- taken on the line 3—3 of Pigure 1.

Figure 4 is a horizontal section taken on the
plane of the line 4—4 of Figure 3, with the tele-
scope removed.
~ Pigure 5 is a vertical transverse section taken
. on the line 5—5 of Figure 2.

‘Referring in detail to the drawings, % and 5’ in-
dicate horizontal base plates which respectively
fit on top of the front bridge 6 and the rear
bridee 6’ of the receiver 1 of the rifle R, and
which are rigidly secured in place by screws 8
which pass through apertures of said base plates
and are screwed into threaded holes already pro-
vided in the bridges of most standard sporting
or hunting rifies. At corresponding sides thereof,
the base plates are provided with longitudinal
alined bearings 8 and 9’. The bearings 9 and 9’
respectively have open-ended bores {0 and {0/,
the rear portion 11 of the bore 10 being tapered
forwardly and the front portion 11’ of bore 10’
being tapered rearwardly.

A telescope 12 is held by spaced split clamping
rings i3 and 13’, respectively provided with
pintles {4 and 14’ journaled in the bearings 9 and
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9. and having tapered portions 15 and (9 re-
ceived in the tapered bore portions {1 and {{’
of the bearings. The pintles have threaded
stems 16 and 16’ screwed through the rings (3
and 13’ so that said pintles are adjustable relative
to said rings to take up play by snugly seating
the tapered portions of said pintles in the tapered
bore portions of the bearings with the clamping
rings under pressure. The front end of pintle
4 has a kerf (T so that it may be turned for ad-
justing the same. A nut I8 is threaded on the
rear end of pintle 14’ and butted against the bear-
ing 9’, and a bolt 18 is screwed into nut 18 and
butted against the pintle (4’, thus preventing any
forward shifting of the telescope due to recoil
of the rifle. The adjustment of pintle 14 is re-
tained by a cap nut 20 screwed onto the stem (6
and butted againsi the clamping ring 3. It
will thus be seen that the telescope is effectively
mounted on the rifle to swing between the in-
operative position of Flgure 1 and the operative
position of Figure 2.

Means is provided to releasably hold the tele-
scope in the operative position, and such means
preferably includes a resilient lateh 21 arranged
to engage a lug 22 provided on the clamping
ring 3.

It will be seen that the mount is simple in
construction, sightly, light in weight, and other-
wise adapted to meet the requirements for suc-
cessful commercial use. The telescope may be
readily flipped to or from operative position, so
that the usual sights or the telescope sight may
be used without removal of either from the rifle.
The telescope is' more rigidly mounted than
would be the case if it were mounted at one side
of the receiver, as usual. Also, it is not neces-
sary to cut away the rifle stock in using the pres-
ent mount.

Minor changes may be made in details of con-
struction shown and described, without depart-
ing from the spirit of the invention as claimed.

What is claimed as new is:

1. In a telescope sight for rifles, horizontal
front and rear base plates respectively adapted
to fit and be rigidly secured on top of the front
and rear bridges of the rifle receiver and pro-
vided at corresponding side edges with longi-
tudinal alined bearings, front and rear telescope
clamping rings arranged between and adjacent
the respective base plates, pintles fixed to and
respectively projecting forwardly from the front
clamping ring and journaled in the bearing of
the front base plate and rearwardly from the
rear clamping ring ang journaled in the besaring
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of the rear base plate so as to mount the tele-
scope for lateral swinging movement to and from
an operative position over the receiver and a re-
silient locking member supported solely by the
rear base plate and the opposite thereof from
the rear pintle for engaging the rear clamping
ring to retain the telescope over the receiver.

2. The construction defined in claim 1, where-
in the bearings of the front and rear base plates
have open-ended bores, the bore of the bearing
of the front base plate being provided with a ta-
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pered rear portion and the bore of the bearing of

the rear base plate being provided with a tapered
front portion, the pintle .of the front clamping
ring having an intermediate tapered portion re-
ceived in the tapered bore portion of the bearing
of the front base plate, the pintle of the rear
clamping ring having an intermediate tapered
portion received in the tapered bore portion of
the bearing of the rear base plate.

3. The construction defined in claim 1, wherein
the bearings of the front and rear baseplateshave
open-ended bores, the bore of the bearing of the
front base plate being provided with a tapered
rear portion and the bore of the bearing of the
rear base plate being provided with a tapered
front portion, the pintle of the front clamping
ring having a tapered intermediate portion re-
ceived in the tapered bore portion of the bearing
of the front base plate, the pintle of the rear
clamping ring having a tapered intermediate por-
tion received in the tapered bore portion of the
bearing of the rear base plate, and means t0 ad-
just said pintles longitudinally relative to the
clamping rings.

4. A telescope mount for rifles, said mount
comprising forward and rear base plates, for-
ward and rear telescope embracing clamps pivoi-
ally secured to said forward and rear base plates
and movable toward and away from the base
plates, a resilient arm secured to sald rear base
plate and having a forwardly extending end por-
tion projecting beyond the rear base plate, sald
forward end portion of said arm having a convex

surface facing the rear clamp, and a lug fixed.

to and projecting outwardly from the rear clamp
and having an ineclined surface for riding against
the forward end portion of said arm to urge the
arm from the clamp, and said lug also having a
concave recess receiving and contacting the con-
vex surface of said forward end portion of said
arm to hold the rear clamp relative to the rear
base plate as the rear.clamp is pivoted down-
wardly toward the rear base plate. |
5. A telescope mount for rifles comprising for-
ward and rear base plates, a sleeve fixed to a side
edge of each base plate, said sleeves being aligned
with one another, forward and rear clamps, a
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pintle held by each clamp, said pintles belng co-
axial and received in the forward and rear
sleeves, a spring arm secured to the side edge of
the rear base plate opposite the sleeve fixed to
the rear base plate, said arm including a forward
end projecting forwardly of the rear base plate,
the forward end of said arm having a convex
surface facing the rear clamp, and a lug pro-
jecting outwardly from the rear clamp having a
concave recess yieldingly receiving the forward
end of said arm and in contact with the convex
surface of said forward end to releasably hold
the rear clamp above and in front of said rear
base plate. - |

6. In a mount for telescopes, a base plate hav-
ing first and second side edges, a sleeve fixed to the
first side edge of said base plate, a spring arm se-

- ecured to the second side edge of the base plate and
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‘Number

including a forward end portion projecting for-
wardly from the base plate and having a convex
surface facing the sleeve, a holding member in-
cluding a rearwardly projecting pivot portion ex-
tending rearwardly through the sleeve, and a lug
fixed to and projecting outwardly from said hold-
ing member and having a concave recess receiv-
ing the forward end portion of said arm and con-
tacting the convex surface of the forward end
of said arm after the lug rides past the said end
portion of said arm during pivotal movement of
the holding member in front of and toward the
base plate.

7. The combination of claim 6 wherein said

| holding member comprises a clamp having a pair

of .spaced openings adapted to respectively ac-
commodate a telescope and said pivot portion,
and said clamp having a slit intersecting said

- openings and a fastener retaining the slit closed.

DONALD R. MERRITT.
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