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This invention relates to improvements in
baseball gloves, particularly with respect to the
provision of lacing means for securing a web
memper in a glove.

An object of the present invention is to provide
a baseball glove with a web and securing lacing
therefor which will result in a firm laced engage-
ment in the glove to maintain the web and ad-
jacent glove portion in proper relation to form
a pall receiving pocket.

Another object of the present invention is to
proviae a laced web arrangement for a glove,
wherein the lacing is adapted to secure the web in
proper position without the use of metallic rein-
forcement eyelets, thereby removing a source of
injury to players caused by loose eyelets, and
further eliminafing the concentration of strain
at the margins of the glove fingers which results
in tearing the leather at those points.

A still further object of the present invention
resides in the provision of plain apertures or
holes formed in the glove and arranged to re-
ceive the web securing lacing, whereby stresses
and strains transmitted thereto are distributed
into the glove by the lacing so that metallic or
other reinforcement will not be necessary for
sirengthening the holes in the glove, and whereby
the tearing of the glove leather is prevented.

The invention comprises a baseball glove hav-
ing a shell construction of the usual type to pro-
vide projecting padded finger sections spaced
apart to form a ball receiving pocket, a web
member disposed between a pair of spaced
padded sections to constitute the back stop for
the ball receiving pocket, and lacing means se-
curing the web to the padded finger sections and
arranged with looped portions anchored in the
respective finger sections to secure the web in
its intended position as a pocket backstop.

The invention also includes the parts, and
combination of parts and arrangements herein-
after more particularly described and claimed,

reference being had to the accompanying draw-
ing, wherein:

Fig. 1 is a front elevational view of a baseball
glove constructed in accordance with the present
invention;

Fig. 2 is -a greatly enlarged rear elevational
view of the glove shown in Fig. 1, wherein there
is particularly shown a preferred assembly of web
and lacing means: and

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary view of the back por-
tion of a baseball glove similar to that of Pig. 2,
wherein o modified lacing arrangement is shown.

With reference to the drawing, the present
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baseball glove comprises a shell 10 having the
usual front and rear faces, and being provided
with projecting padded finger sections {1, 12, 13
and 14. In Fig. 1, I have indicated the spaced
projecting padded finger and thumb sections 13
and 14 respectively, as defining therebetween a
ball receiving pocket portion (5. This pocket
is defined in part by the sections 13 and {4, and
in further part by a web section 16 acting as a
backstop. | B
The web section 16 comprises g suitable leather
facing piece T which is folded back on its body
portion at its opposite edges to provide flaps 18
and {9. The flaps are respectively stitched along
their free edges to the face portion {71, thereby
forming tunnel-like openings 20 and 20’, re-
spectively, which open at the opposite sides of the
web 16. Between the spaced flaps 18 and 19, an
auxiliary backing section 21 is secured by the
usual stitching to form inner tunnel-like open-
ings 22 and 23. The tunnel opening 22 is located
adjacent the previously described opening 20 and
the opening 23 is positioned adjacent the open-
ing 208’. In the construction shown in connec-
tion with Fig. 2, the auxiliary web piece 21 is
further provided with apertures 24 and 25 com-
municating with the funnel-like opening 22,
apertures 26 and 271 communicating with the
tunnel-like opening 23, and a group of spaced
apertures 28, 29, 30 and 31 arranged between but
not communicating with the openings 22 and 23.
The web flap 13 intermediate the ends thereof is
provided with slits or apertures 32 and 33.

The spaced projecting padded sections 13 and.

14 of the baseball glove 10 are provided with a.

spaced arrangement of plain openings or aper-
tures arranged across the back face thereof. A
preferred arrangement includes apertures 34 and
39 adjacent the inner marginal portion of the
projection 13 (near the outer end or tip thereof),
an intermediate aperture 38 and outwardly
spaced, remotely located apertures 37 and 38. A
similarly arranged inner series of plain openings
or apertures for the padded section-13 may be
seen at 40, 41, 42, 43 and 44. In 3 similar man-
ner, the eppes1te padded section {4 is provided
with two groups or series of openings arranged in
the back face thereof. The outer group is in-
dicated at 49, 46, 41, 48 and 49. The inner group
oI apertures or openings may be seen at 51, 52, 53,
94 and 55. The baseball glove is further prev1ded

- in the crotch tab or flap 56 with a group of aper-_-

~ tures 51, 58, 59 and 60.

The preferred arrangement for securing the

55 web section 16 in cooperative relation beitween
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the glove finger sections 13 and 14 is shown in
connection with Fig. 2, wherein a continuous or
one-piece lacing means 61 is shown in its laced
position. It can be seen that the lacing means
61 has an end portion §2 which passes through
the slit 32 and into and through the tunnel-like
opening 20’ where it enters aperture &{ in pro-
jection 13. From this aperture, the lacing is
brought outwardly at aperture 42, laced into
gperture 43 and outwardly at aperture 44, where
it is again returned through aperture 42 to aper-
ture 40 for laced engagement in the tunnel-like
opening 23. The portion of the lacing which
engages apertures 43 and 44 forms a looped por-
tion 63 which securely anchors the adjacent por-
tion of the web section (6 and effectively dis-
tributes stresses produced on catching a ball in
the pocket 15 of the glove throughout a consid-
erable area of the projection {3. This lacing ar-
rangement also reduces the highly concentrated
stress.in the margin of the finger, which hereto-

fore resulied in tearing of the finger at this point.

The lacing continues outwardly at opening 28§
in the central back area of the web |6 where 1t
is crossed through openings &{ and 29 to the
opening 25 in the tunnel 22 ior laced engage-
ment, as shown, in the group of openings 43
through 49 located at the outer tip portion of
the projection 14. At this outer portion of the
projection {4 an anchor lcop 64 is thereby
formed,

The lacing is then brought out of opening 45
and passed.through the outer tunnel 20 to the
opposite side of the web 16 where it is similarly
laced into the aperture group 4 to 38 inclusive.
An additional looped portion 65 is thereby
formed for anchoring the adjacent web (% into
the finger (3. From the last described group
of openings, the lacing extends through the tun-
nel 22 to aperture 24, where it is crossed over at
apertures 38 and 28 to the opening 27 in the tun-
nel 23. From this opening, the lacing extends
through tunnel 23 and enters opening §! in the
padded projection i4. It is again similarly laced
through the group of openings &{f through 595
inclusive, thereby forming a looped portion 66.
The end section 67 of the lacing is brought out
of opening 52, laced through the tunnel 20’ and
through the slit 33 therein for laced engagement
in the apertures 58 and §% formed in the crotch
flap 56. The copposite ends of the lacing 62 and

67 are anchored in openings 5% and 69 and the

free ends are knotted at 52.

Referring now to Fig. 3, there is disclosed a
modified arrangement of laced assembly of the
web |16, this latter web. being designated by add-
ing the prefix numeral. In the modified ar-
rangement a first lacing means 0 is utilized to
anchor the outer portion of the web [ib in a
manner similar to that described in connection
with Fig. 2, the difference being that openings 24
and 25 in the auxiliary part 21 of the web 16 of
Fig. 2 are, in Fig. 3, moved closer-together in the
similar part 21’ as at 24’ and 25’ where the lacing
10 may be knotted at Ti. The lacing 7§ extends
into the glove projecting sections {3 and {4 where
it forms, respectively, looped portions 12 and 73.
The same reference numerals have been used to
designate the arrangement of openings or aper-
tures in the glove sections i3 and 14 of Fig. 3, as
were used in Fig. 2, since it is obvious that these
openings are the same. An additional lacing 74
is provided for securing the inner marginal por-
tion of the web 118. In effecting the modified as-
sembly, web 116 is provided with a modified auxil-
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jary backing section 21’, which is formed with
the previously described pair of openings 24’ and
25’. All of the remaining openings described in
connection with Fig. 2 and formed in the auxili-
ary web piece 2§ thereof, are not required in con-
nection with the arrangement shown in Fig. 3.
Accordingly the lacing 74 extends into the lower
tunnel 29 at the spaced slits 32 and 33. From
the opposite ends of this tunnel 20’ the lacing is
anchored in the adjacent padded sections (3 and
{4 by means of the looped portions 15 and 16, and
from these looped portions the lacing extends
through the adjacent tunnel 23. The free ends
of the lacing 74 are suitably knotted at 11 in the
crotch forming flap 56, affer being laced into the
openings 57, 58, 59 and 60.

It is now clear in what manner T am able to
secure a back stop forming web member in a
baseball glove by means of a lacing which is pro-
vided with looped portions anchored in spaced
padded sections of the baseball glove, without
resort to eyelets or other metallic reinforcing ele-
ments usually employed in connection with open-
ings formed in baseball gloves. The arrange-
ment of looped portions of the lacing, extending
backwardly or remote from the margins of the
projections i3 and {4 which are adjacent the hall
receiving pocket, distributes stresses and pull
exerted on the lacing into the shell of the glove
at o plurality of zones. This prevents tearing of
the glove and tends to reduce distortion or twist-
ing cof the padded sections. The hereinabove de-
scribed lacing arrangement thereby tends to
maintain the glove sections in proper alignment
to increase the useful life of the glove and im-
prove the ability of the glove to retain its de-
sired shape or form.

In the preferred arrangement of lacing means
desecribed in cennection with Pig. 2, the crossed
lacings 2t the back of the web 8 befween the
croup of apertures 24 through 27 and apertures
28 through 3! not only stiffens the center por-
tion of the web 16, but further enahles rapid
and accurate tension adiustment of the lacing to
control the lateral spacing of the padded sections
I3 and (4. The securement of the free ends 62
and 671 of the lacing €1 in the crotch reinforce-
ment fap 3¢ also enables rapid adjustment of the
tension of the lacing between the looped portions
68 and &5 and furthermiore anchors the lower.
margin of the web 18 between the spaced padded
sections 12 and 14.

The Mmodifizg lacing arrgngement of Fig. 3 em-
bodles all of the improvements and advantageous
features of the lacing arrangement of Fig. 2, and
further embodies the alternate advantage of a
lacing arrangement utilizing shorter length . lac-
ing means without material sacrifice of strength
or security of the web.

Having now described certain preferred char-
acteristics which my invention may have, I wish
it to be undersvtood that the saime is not to be
taken as limiting the invention except as herein-
after required by the appended claims.

what I claim is:

1. A baseball glove comprising a shell having
a thumb section and a finger section spaced there-
from, sald thumb and finger sections having aper-
tures along their adjacent margins and other
apertures spaced from the first mentioned aper-
tures across the rear of said thumb and finger
sections, backstop web means substantially fill-
INg the space between said thuml and finger
sections to form a ball receiving pocket there-
between, said web means having lacing tunnels
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directed across the width thereof with open ends
adjacent the first mentioned apertures in said
thumbp and finger sections, and lacing means rux-
ning through said ilacing tunnels and laced
through said first mentioned apertures and

ioored through said other apertures to secure said
web means in the glove.
. A basekall glove as deﬁn d in claim 1,

wherem certain of zaid lacing tunnels are formed
with spaced openings hetween the ends thereof
at the back of said web means to permit said
lacing meansg to be brought out of said tunnels
at the back of said web means to expose the
same for adjusting the position of said web means.

3. A baseball glove ag defined in claim 1, where-
in an agjacent pair of said lacing ftunnels is
formed with openings at the back of said web
meaits 10 permit bringing said lacing means out
0if said tunnels and crossing the same between
said pair of tunnels, said crossing lacing means
permivting adjustment of said lacing means in
said web means and in said finger and thumb sec-
tions.

4. A baseball glove ecomprising a shell having
a thumb section and a finger sectien in spaced
relation, said thumb and finger sections having
apertures therein spaced along the adjacent mar-
gins of the said sections and a plurality of aper-
cures located in groups in the thumb and finger
sections remote from said first mentioned mar-
ginal apertures, backstop web means adjustably
located in the space between said thumb and fin-
ger sections to form a ball receiving pocket with
said shell and spaced sections, said web means
being formed with tunnels extending from side to
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side and opening adjacent said first mentioned
marginal apertures, and lacing means for adjust-
ing said web means running through said tun-
nels and intc said first mentioned marginal aper-
tures, said lacing means bheing laced in a looped
relation to said plurality of groups of remote
apertures.

o. The baseipall glove as gefined in claim 4,
wherein sa2id groups of apertures include at least
three apertures in each gvoup, and said lacing
means naving poriions laced in crossed relation in
one of said apertures in each groub and looped
through the other apertures ¢f the group, said
crossed lacing portions holding the lacing means
in adjustment.

6, Tha baseball glove as defined in claim 4,
wherein an adjacent pair of said web means lac-
ing tunnels is formed with openings at the back
of said web means to permit bringing said lac-
ing means out of said tunnels and crossing the
same bevween said pair of vunnels, said crossing
lacing holding the adjustment of zaid lacing reia-
tive to said web means.

HARRY B, LATINA.
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