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1 Clalm |

Thls mventmn relates to means Iﬂr dlspensmg

"'-packaged food, and more particularly to a pack-

(Cl. 312——71)

or notched to enable the removal from the

'''''

B _.casmg ‘of ‘other than the top package of the stack,

:aged food cmlta,mer espemally adapte—d for use-_

W1th deep freeze food cabinets. |
| As is well- Lnown to 1ﬂetmlers a:ad consumers
and othnrg ha,vmg occaswn 10 use {he cohven-
__-.t"onal deep freeze food cabmﬁ"as hot‘,h.the placing
- within the cabinet and the removal therefrom of
"packages O'F :Em:rd are attended Wibﬂ. certain in-
For exampie

_'_--_.whlch may be 1oaded outside of the cabmet and
‘then placed therem the package Joading or stack-
~ ing must be carried. out by hand, nebesswa,tmg
- repet:.t ﬂus exeltmns on the palt of the loader

- 'On the other hand, the purchaser or mnsumer in
':-obtammg a5 deswed package from one of the

in the absence of
‘the provision of separate paclz;age containers,

10

package stacks must bend over a,nd reach into

| the cabmet partmularly if the stack is fairly well
depleted Other obvmus dlsadvantaﬂ‘es will elther-

20

be known or will occur to those having some_ ”

- familiarity with food cabinet usage.

1t is the purpose and intendment of the present

mventmq to mltlgate the problems and mcon-
| vemences of the above-—mentloned tsme e-nc-oun-

~tered in the use of frozen food lockers or deep
- freeze cabinets by prowdmg a package container

-_ '- j'a,dapted to hold & sta,clz: of packages and. emhcdy— -_
- ing means for mﬁvmg the stack up ﬁrardly in the

cantamer to mamtam, the topmost pac};age of

~ thestack at the top or upper end of the container,

at whwh posrtlon it is reachly accessible,
In summary, the packap‘e-contaimng device Uf

" the mventl@n comprlses an elongate casmg ODEH

at its upper end and 80 dlmemmned as t{) ac-

- cammoda.te thevem 5 stack of umformly sm d

food packages a platferm mﬂmbur within: the

| casmg Upon Wthh the pac age sta,ek _s supparted __

Sllfl(}le*lﬂy above: the upper errd of the casmg to

” be freely gra.sl,zed and lmvmg a foot par tion ex-
'tendmg benea,th the platform member in liftmg

relation thereto and cmperatwe and comnle-—_

mentary Stt}p means embodied in the inner walls

~ of the casing and the sides of the platform mem-j

ber adaptmg the lattﬂr upon hemg rassed to a

ias when ’a, mmcellaneous ‘eroup of packages is
_carrled wlthm the casmg* D -

Other obJ ects angd advantages cnf the invention

| Wll], appear from the fﬂllb'wmg description taken
'm COHJHHGt].O'”l With the” dra,wmﬂ's formmg pa,:t‘r |
of this spemﬁcatmn and in-which: =

‘ugure 1 1s 3 View m frnnt elevatlon of a packe oe

'_holder demce embodymg the ‘subject invention,
with a portmn of the s1de wall bemn* shown in

B sectmn

Flgure 2 '13 tbp plan vww bf the devwe of B

Flgure 1

F1gure 3 i§ a vlew m nght 51de elevatwn of the |

"dewce of Flgure 1:

Flgui*e 4-i5a Yiéw in: front elevatmn of :? mom— |
ﬂed form of thé package holder device; o
Flgure 58 15 Bn enlarged view ih bottom plan m?

the platfﬁrm membel of the dévice; .
Flgule 6 is detaﬂ irlew m ‘alevation of the_ |

--;package holder With the casmg flangés broken
-’faway ‘and showmg the package support member
- in tilted p031t1on for lowering ; gnd

28

Figure 7 1s a somewhat Schamatic shmvmg in

top plan view of & plurafllty of ‘banks or rows of
the packaﬁe h{)lder dev:tx,es 111 place mthm a

o deep freéze ca,bmet

30

| 3-*-ﬁanges {8 and 29 us by rivets 26,
12
_*preferably formeéd cut of g unitary sheet of metal,

o 1'ﬂuch as a,lummum For the purpose of handling
40
: type handle 28 shown as being pivotally mounted

‘ther emth a
“cured to the front and Side walls and to the
The walls =

B Referrmg to the drawmgs for more specific
detmls of the 1nvent10n the casmg or onta,lner
iproper mdlcated generally at 10 comprises rear
wall 12, sidé Walls I and 16; front flanges {8

'ané':l 28, and a bottom wall 22 having integral

dependent perlpheral flange 24 se-

18 and m and the ﬁanges 18 and 20 are

'ﬂr-'carrymg the: casmg there is plm.rlded 5 bail-

a in eppesed apertures 3@ of theée ..-_ude Walls id and

" selectlve 1:70511;1011 throu h manually caused up- :

wa,rd ‘movement of the 1ift member to be retained

in said posztmn against dowanﬂ movement. -

- The lift m.ember When hot in actual use to raise

- %he platform member 1ests agmmt the mttom cf

u O

| the casing, thus insuring that the upper end of
the handlé portion thereof will' not impede the

| closure of the cabinet door.
erably three sided, havmg an open J.ront q:ide
 with package rétainmg means for the fourth side
bemg in the form of short ‘ianges 'ntegral with

the pair of oppositely disposed side walls.

| ;herema,fter appear, the sbmt flanges const1tutmg
| the fourth 31de of the casing may be dlscontmuu

As Wlll-

The casing is pref-

'-posnd foot ﬂanges
ment mth the bottom all 22 support the por-
tion 3% in spa,ced rela;tmn above said wall 22.

|5 IR
in order to support the pﬂcf;a*res 32 in mov-

- '_able relatmn Wlthm tiié container or casing id
"there is prwided a platform member or saddle
'-mdlcated generally %t 38 ynd comprising the
'transverse or horlzontal planar portion 28 hav-

mg 1ntegral theremth 9 pair- of oppositely dis-
o9 Whmh ‘when in engage-

Forthe pmpﬁse of: ralsmg the platform mem-
-b&r 3!3 ‘and’ the nackages 32 carried thereby so

“as to maké Successively dvailable at the upper

open end of the contamer thé topmost package

: nf the Sh&ﬁk there 1s promded & hft member

60

"lndlﬂa;tEd generaily at ﬂ compmsmg 3, VE‘I‘tICﬂHY '

g, g H ey

‘disposed handié portion 42 provided with o finger
or1ﬁce M and a horlzontally dlsposed foot por- |




tion 46 extending beneath the platform mem-
ber 36 and between the foot flanges 38 therefor.
- As the lift member is manually moved upwardly
the platform member and packages carrled
thereby are correspondlngly raised.

Means are provided in the package holder de-
vice for retaining the platform member 34 at

the level to which it has been raised, i. e. to .
prevent a downward or return movement of said

member, and we have shown such means as tak-

- ing the form of a pair of oppositely disposed

metal strips 48, secured, as by rivets: 53, to the

~ 1nside surfaces of the side walls 14 and {8, pro-
vided with correspondingly spaced apertures 52,

and a pair of oppositely disposed latching spin-
dles 34 mounted at the underside of the plat-
form member 34, as within the offset channel
porticn 58 of bracket 58 secured, by rivets 68,
to the platformm member,
cutwardly, under the action of compression
spring 62, through apertures 64 in foot flanges
38 into engagement with locking apertures 52.
The ends of the latching spindles are appro-
priately bevelled at their upper sides to allow

the eamming of the same inwardly by the upper

edges of a set of apertures 52 against the ac-

tion of spring 62 when the platform member is

- ralsed from one position to another.

'The containers 10 are preferably of shghtly
less height than the internal height of the com-
partment of the deep freeze cabinet 68, shown

2,028,876

~ flanges 18 and 20 of the above-described em-

bodiment of the invention. The flanges of the
container of Figure 4 are comprised, respectively,

- of a plurality of spaced apart ears (I8 and §29,

with the spacing therebetween being slightly in
excess of the thickness or depth of a food pack-
age 32. The flange ears {18 and 120 are so dis-

- posed that each pair of opposed ears is in over-

10

15

- open front of the container.

lying relation to g pair of adjacent packages,
thus preventing accidental removal of the pack-
ages, or protrusion of the same, through the
The flange ar-
rangement of ¥igure 4 is particularly adapted
for use with a miscellaneous stack of packages,
i, e.,, one in which the packages, while identical
as 1:0 size, contain different food contents. In
such event the purchaser who desires g par-

~ ticular package within the stack may obtain the

and yieldingly urged -

20

e :
o]

30

~ in Figure 6, to allow for the protrusion above
the container of the tip of the handle portion

of the lifting member and, possibly, for the he1ght_'
of the bail-type handle 28, if the latter is rigidly

fixed in a vertical position rather than being

_pivotally mounted, as shown. Since the lift

member when not in actual use assumes the

position shown in Figure 1, it will be seen that
regardless of the position of the platform mem-
“ber the lift member will not impede or block
~the closure of the ecabinet door, which, con-
ventionally, is located in the top of the cabinet

~and is pivotable about a horizontal axis.
It will be noted that Figure 1 shows the handle

porsion of the lift member as being provided
with numbers 1-12, corresponding in number and
spacing to the number and spacing of food pack-
-ages occupying the casing of Figure 1. These

numbers are a definite aid fo the person, such

as & driver-salesman, whose job it is to service

the package holders within the frozen food cabi-

net. He may use the numbered lift member as

2 package level gauge, and, by lifting said mem-
ber until it engages the platform member, may
read the lowermost number disclosed as a true

] |
] |

indication of the number of packages which must N

o '-hﬂ placed within the holder to refill it.

~When the stack of packages within a con-
tainer has been exhausted, the container may
ke manually lifted out of the cabinet by means
of the handle 28 preparatory to reloading. 'The

same without the necessity of removing from the
container. the packages above the desired one.

By simply raising the stack, by means of the

handle portion 42 of the lift member, the rela-
tively slight distance necessary to alien the

‘desired package with the space between adia-

cent pairs of flange ears, the paekege may then
he removed through said space.

While an embodiment of the mventzen as
well as a modified form of said embodiment have

- been shown and deseribed, it is to be understood

that the scope of the invention is to he limited

only by the scope of the appended claim.

What we claim as new and desire to ebtam-
by Letters Patent is:

Food peckage holding and dlspensmﬂ' appa-
ratus cemprlsmg casing open at the upper

end and at the front side thereof and adapted

10 geccommodate therein a stack of packages, a
member normally supported by the bottom of
sald casing and having a platform surface in
spaced relation to said casing bottom adapted to
support said package stack, a lifting member for

sald package supporting member comprising a
handle portion extending above the upper end of
sald casing, one way stop means comprising com-

5 Plementary means carried by said casing and said

package supporting member adapted upon the
raising of said member a predetermined distance

by said lifting member to retain said member
agalnst downward movement from the position

te which it is raised, and a plurality of spaced
pairs of package retaining flange members at
the front side of said casing adapted when said
package supporting member is inn a position of

- engagement with said casing to prevent the re-
‘moval of packages through the front side of said

eesmg, with adjacent flange pairs being spaced
apari a sufiicient distance to enable the removal
therebetween of a package when said package

~ supporiing member has been raised a predeter-

60

platform member 34 may then be lowered to -

‘the boftom of the container by lifting and tilt-

ing it to free the latching spindles 54 from en-

gagement with the apertures 52 followed by a
manual lowering of the platiorm member whﬂe

in its tilted position to the bottom of the con-

tainer.

hottom of the container.
The modification of the device of Figure 4 dif-

F1gure 7 illustrates the platiorm mem- - '
- ber in tilted position ready for Iewermg to the__ .

fers from that of Figures 1-3 only in the form of

| _the peckege retelmng flanges cmrespondmg to

Number

mined portion of the distance to its next posi-

tmn of engegement with the casing.
GERALD SIMONIAN.
RICHARD H. LINKERT
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