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. -'usage --
o Wlthm the knowledge of thls epollca,nt there o

y .hes never appee,red as available to the trade, or
_.ethermse any dress form and cabinet structure,
-in which the major elements are coordmetely de-

-~ signed to provide a useful form as well as an
 attractive and useful article of furniture.
 present invention is accordingly directed, as to
- major obJeetlve to the attainment of this pur-
- pose, with a view of enhanomg the facilities for_

| storage of. utlllta,nen ertmles of thle eenerel o

' of ‘usage.
. cover Wthh may be opened for access to the in-
- terior, and the cabinet, base and form are so .,
- related-that the wall structure may be lifted away °
| _flom the base and form with a minimal manual
- - effort incident to conversion of the form between_ﬁ o
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ThlS 1nventlon relatee to lmprovements 1n en-' .

olosed retre.etlble dress forms, and more par-
ticularly to a combination dress form and en-

| closure therefor such that the form may be stored
L Wlthm a cabinet or table of utlhterlan value per

| .se between perlods of usage of the form. =~

" The extent of usage of drees forms, pertmu—-

lerly by domestlo seamstresses has been hereto-

fore considerably restricted by reason of  the

: '.._-__spe.oe reqmrements for storage, even of dress .

forms of retrectlble type, between perlods of-,

The'

'_order

"The present 1nventlon may be summa,rlzed in -

o elevatlon as V1ewed along line T—1 of Fig. 6, and -
Flg 8 is g fre,gmentary transverse sectional

- reference to its currently preferred embodiments,

as oonsmtlng of a supporting base, an extenmb]e- .

¥

| _.;eddvanced embodlment partloulerly when oon-—_'

sidered in oonnectmn 'Wlth the eccompenymg- :

.,'drawmg, in which:

Fig. 1 is a Vertloal seotmnal elevetlonal v1ew |
of a dress form and enclosure’ essembly embody—- .

ing present improvements;

"Fig. 2 is a vertical sectional view teken in a} -

- plane at a right angle to that of Flg 1, end

 located by line 2—2 of Fig. 1;

| Flg 3 isa fragmentary hormontal sectmnal

- view partly in elevation, e,nd partloulerly lo-_ N
‘cated by line 3—3 of Fig. 1;

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary seotlonal view, partly

~in elevation, showing portions of the latch .
9 mechanism for detachebly oonneotmg the bese_ |
to the wall structure; - |

Fig. b is a fragmentery sectronal view of cer— -

?ta,m of the detachable conneotmns between the
cover or table top and the wall structure of the

oebmet as Vlewed along line 55 -of Pig. 1:-

- Fig. 6 is a vertical sectional elevation of the
dress form and supporting column therefor and_ B
- a part of the base, with the form erected to 2

- “position for its use;

| or retreothle column on the base, Whlch column o
serves to carry the dress form proper together'.

'-;.Wlth an open-end vertical casing or housing -
~ structure which selectively may form the walls .
- ofa oe.bmet or a pedestal for a, table as well as a

- storing receptacle for the form between perlods, -

A table top is prov:!.ded as a cabinet:
- plece molded type oonformlng in its proportions.

~and dimensions to the requirements of the user,
“although the form may be of expensﬂ:}le seotlonal SRR

‘Fig. 7 is an enlerged fraﬂ'menta,ry sectmnel |

view in a horlzontal plane looeted by 11ne 8—8 '_
- of Fig. 1. - - |
| Refermng now by ehareoters of refe1 enoe to the o
"'drawmg, the dress form generally indicated at
DF-is or may be per se, of a somewhat conven-

tional construction, but is preferably of a one-

- oonstruotlon or ether desired type.

1ts condition for storege end that of 1ts usage.

Add1trone1 obJectwes of the 1nventlon will be

- implied from the aforeseld summery, st1ll fur-' 40

 ther objeets-include the provision of novel de-

tachable - connections between the supportlng_- |

~  base and the form enolosmg structure. S
- Still further objects and advantages in pre-_'
| j_;_ferred ‘embodiments include' a ‘unitary -or one

~plece enclosing: element of a length’ sufﬂment to
- surround the form when the latter is retracted -

S oolleosed and certain novel fittings by which a
‘cover or table top may be opened for access to |

- the interior of the enclosure, end 1f desn'ed mey_ .

~ ‘be -removed therefrom.

‘The foregoing and numerous ether obJeots end B

edventages will more- olearly eppeer from the -

. fOHOWlIlg deteﬂed desonptlon of a preferred alnd,:_.-

By reference to Fig. 6 it will eppear thet the__ |
neck region of the form includes a top metal
closure plate {0, oentlally of which depends a

screw element I engaging a plate 12 scmewhat
internally of the form. The member i may ex- .
“fend into a tapped top-open axial recess in an
~upper section 13- of a telesoopmg column’ W1th

- which cooperates an intermediate section I4 "

- and a lower section - 5. |
- tions, all of which are proportioned in diameter
- for smooth telescopic interfitting connection, will
‘be of tubular form and the lowermost section 5
provided Wlth a base flange 16 secured: as’ by._ .
-screws {7 to a base element 20 which will be here~
'._'1nafter desombed as to its: 1eletlon to the cebl--_-

.net and. enolosmg stluotule

Ce1 tELlI‘.I of these sec-

The telesoopme' column oompused of seotlons;

13 l4 end s wﬂl IIOW obwously, be susoept1b1e_”'_ o |




of selective erection to bring the form to a suit-
able height for usage, or a retracted position

in which the elements will appear about as shown
by Figs. 1 and 2, later to be described.

By reason of the differing heights of 1nd1v1d- |

uals to which the particular form DF is adapted,

it is desirable to provide for a height adjust-

ment of the form in its erected or raised position.

While this may be accomplished by a variety of

means, there has been found. partlcularly suit-
able an armngemﬂnt best shown by Pig. 7, from
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which it is seen that the upper end of the sec- __
fion 15 carries an inverted C shaped spring arm
21, a base portion of which is secured to the sec-. -

tmn as by screws 22. The adjacent section, for
example section {4, is provided with a plurahty
of vertically spaced circumferential grooves 23.

The spring loading of arm 2{ is such that the
outermost, substantially horizontal end of the
arm, will extend into a selected one of the grooves

23 and thus serve to support the form at the

optimum height for work thereon. It is some-

times desirable also to promde a, 31m11ar groove
such as 24 in the uppermost section, which when

engaged by the end of spring arm 21, will coact &
therewith in keeping the parts of the column and

the form in fully retracted position, as for trans-
poration and like purposes. -

- Referring now to.Figs. 1 and 2, and more par-
ticularly to the cabinet or table structure con-

stituting an enclosure for the form and column

between periods of usage, it is a preference that

the base 2§ be formed so as rather closely, yet

with appreciable working clearance, to interfit

the lower end of a cabinet wall member 25. The 3
member 25 is in the form of an open-end cham-

bered element, and may be as is preferred, of
one-piece construction and hence tubular in
character. The base 20 thus, with the parts as
shown by Figs. 1 and 2, constitutes an inter-

- fitting bottom closure for the tubiform wall ele- |

‘ment 25. |
A planar cover 26 1s by preference so propor-

tioned as to overhang appreciably the sides of

the tubular member 25, thus adding appreeiably
to the useful table surfa,ce provided by the planar
table top or cover.

In the present construction 11: is virtually es-
sential that the cover 28, considered as a closure
for the cabinet, be so attached.thereto as it may
be opened for access to the cabinet interior.
While this may be done as by hinges or similar
conventional hardware,
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may be carried fo the extent of complete re-
movability of the table tOp flom the tubular
shell 25.

- To the end of minimizing the lifting effort

incident to erection of the form to a position

of usage, it has been found desirable to provide
for detachable securement of the tubiform en-

closure to the base 20. A suitable provision for
- such purpose includes for example, a pailr of

swingable latch arms such as £3 (Figs, 3 and 4).
These are movable for example, through a range
of 90 degrees or so in a horizontal plane, into
and out of latching engagement, each with a

keeper shown at 41 which is extended above the -

base at a slicht slope as shown by Fig. 4, each
keeper being secured to the base as by screws 42.
Actuation of each of the latch arms 4§ is conven-
iently effected as by extension means shown as
consisting of a vertical rod 43, each of such rods
being rotatably supported in a plurality of bear-
ing hangers such as 44 near the lower portion of
the inside of the tubular housing member 25, and
another indicated at 45, somewhat below the
upper part of this _structme At the upper end

of each of the extension actuating rods %3, 1s a

handle 43 shown as a handwheel and accessible
fo the user just below the upper portion of the

tubular housing element 25 when open at the top.

It will now have appeared that the latch
mechanism at each side of the base 29 may be
operated from uniatching fo latching positions

“whenever the cover or top 26 is open, merely by

actuating the handwheels 48 in a direction and to

an extent to bring the arms 40 fully beneath the

associated keeper d4f, for the purpose of securely
attaching the base 20 in bottom-closing relation
to the tubiform structure 25. An opposite move-
ment of each of the handwheels 46 will serve to
bring the latch arms 49 each entirely outwardly

of its keeper 41, following which the member 2% '

may be readily liffed away from the base and
form.

‘Without any 1mpllcat10n of restrlctmn a.3 to
materials, it is noted that the ftubiform shell,
casing or housing 25 may be formed as a unit say
of plywood, and for example, of an oblong hori-.

- zontal section so ag to minimize the sectional

area thereof and yet provide adequate clearance
between the inside wall of member 23 and the
torm. ‘The use of plywood is of advantage be-
cause of its light weight and high degree of ri-

- gidity, as well as 1ts acceptability of a variety of

it is greatly preferred

to. provide along opposu:e sides of the upper wall -

portion of member 25, a pair of track members
30, each in the form of a metal channel suitably
supported as by blocks 31 and screws 32 exte-
riorly along the upper marginal portions of the
tubular structure 25. At least one end of each

of the track elements 38 is left open. Coacting 6 N
with the opposite tracks are a similarly located

and correspondingly spaced pair of track-follow-
ing members, including conforming track-follow-

ing portions 33 each of which is constituted oi

an angulate reentrant portion of a fitting 34 se-

cured as by screws 33 in sulta,ble locations be- -
- neath the table top or cover 26.

The parts 33
and 24, or at least the latter, are preferably

formed of a resilient metal stock so that the

follower portions 33 bear with a slight pressure
against and into the adjacent tracks 32. By rea-

son of the open ends of the tracks 383, it will now
“appear that the table top or cover 26 may be re-

finishes in full harmony with other furniture.
The manner of usage and the operafions inci-
dent to utilization of the present improvements,
are thought now to have become fully apparent
from the earlier description of the parts, but it
may be noted for completeness that, assuming
the dress form and cabinet to be related as

shown by Figs. 1 and 2, and that it be desired
to bring the form to operative condition, the

table. top 26 1s shifted and if desired removed,

' S0 as. to provide full manual access to the in-

terior of the member 25. ¥ollowing this, the

handwheels 45 are actuated to release the latch

arms. 40 from the kKeepers 41, and the tubiform

-~ cabinet wall element 25 lifted away from the

70

moved, for example, by horizontal movement to

the right (Fig. 1) and if desired such movement

b 76

base 20 and the form. Suitable casters or other
rolling or sliding floor engazing elements (not

~shown) may be provided beneath the base 290,

which thus may easily be brought to a work
position, and the form DF now raised to bring
the section i3 partly out of section (4, and the
latter in turn, at least partly out of section I5,
height adjustment of the column being effect-



| ed by selection of the a,pproprmte groove 23 to

"~ be engaged by spring arm 2i. The form, now
~ being in a position of usage, may be rotated
- readily about its own axis without sh1ft1ng the
. base 20, this being possible by reason of the 360
‘degree extent of the grooves 23, inasmuch as

the spring arm 21 will not in any great degree
retard the movement of the form and parts of

. the column about their verfical axis. Assum- o
- ing now that it be deswed to retract or collapse
~ the form and to enclose same, the order of events

- will be merely the reverse of tha,t heretofore I&-
c1ted incident to erectlon .'
In the present disclosure the cabmet wall ele-

- ment 25 and the table top or cover 26 are shown
- about as they would be proportioned to consti-
~tute a useful end table, night stand: or similar |
- - small article of furniture. It will now be obvi-

| “ous, however, that partmularly where space is

~ greatly at a premium, it may be desirable to

~ constitute of these elements a pedestal type or

~ single-leg table. In such case the tubular shell
~ ‘element 25 would constitute a single central
- support for the table and by considerably aug-
- menting the overhung area of the top 26 a table
- of dining or dinette proportions may be artisti-
- cally evolved, without detracting in any way
- from the essentlal utilitarian features of the
combination. Similarly, the base 20 may be ex-

tended below or outwardly of the structure 25
. _;when so desired.

'Experience has shown that it is more desir- '.
eble in certain cases wherein the garment in- _

cludes a skirt portlon to utilize the form with
‘the tubular shell 25 in place on the ‘base, the

cover or top of course being removed, and the )

form proper being lifted to the desn'ed extent

| N ‘to cause the lower skirt portion to lie just out-
 side the shell 25. The latter, due to its contm-

uous curved wall, thus serves cenvemently a8 a

backing for the skirt, greatly facilitating such -
operations as pinning measurements, marking
and even temporary stitching, as on a skirt hem,
~for example.. The member 25 heing formed of

- for the fabric incident to the noted operations.

Although the invention has been described

'_:;'by'idetailed reference to a single preferred em-
bodiment, the detail of description should be un-

. derstood in an instructive rather than in any

~restrictive sense, numerous variants being pos-

~ sible within the scepe of the cla.lme hereunto ap-_
pended. |

I claim as my invention.

the dress form and of a height at least equal

~ thereto when the form is in retracted position,
& top closure for the open end element, the base .

~ serving as a bottom closure therefor, latch means

-~ by which the open end element is detachably se-

- ‘cured to the base, and means connected to the

~latch means, and. accessible near an upper por-

. tion of the open end element for actuating the

latch means, the open end element further be-

ing of a height such that the element may ex-
tend upwardly into a skirt portion of a garment

N on the form, when the latter is in an extended

: 2623,747 -

2. The combination and arrangement of ele~

‘ments as recited by claim 1, but further char-
acterized in that the latch means and means

for actuatmg same, are disposed entirely with-

5 in the open end element, and still further char-

acterized in that the top closure for the open
end element may be opened for aceess to the_
interior of such element. -

3. In an enclosable and retractible dress form |

10 assembly, a base, a dress form supported by the S

‘base, a vertical tubiform enclosure of a height
- Iully to surround the dress form when the: lat-
ter is a retracted position, and of a height such

- that the enclosure may be utilized at least partly

15 within the skirt portion of a garment on the
form when the latter is in a position of use,

and for retracting it within the enclosure, a de-
“tachable connection between the base and the

20 tubiform enclosure, and a cover movably at-

tached to the top of the tubiform enclosure.
4. In a combined dress form and cabinet
| itherefer a planar base element, a column of
- variable. length telescopmg type supported on
25 and attached centrally of the base, a dress form
carried by said column, the telescopmg column
coacting with the form to permit location of the
form at various predetermined heights above
the base, and movement of the form between a
30 Position of usage and gz retracted position, a
tubiform enclosure disposed vertically above the:
~ base and of a height at least equal to that of
‘the form when in retracted position, and a re-
“movable cover for the upper end of said enclo-

35 sure and detachably secured thereto, the tubi-
form enclosure being of g height and cross-sec~

tional shape such that it is adapted to serve as
a vertical ‘backing element for g skirt portion of
& garment on the form when the column is ex-
40 tended to locate the form in 2 pesrtlon of usage.

base, a dress form Including an extensible col-
- umn attached to the base, a tubular vertical
- shell above the base, the base mterﬂttmg the

a relatively rigid imperforate material such as 45 1OWer end of the shell, and a table top consti-

. plywood, thus serves admirably as a support

- tuting g closure for the upper end of the shell,
_ _and a connectmn between the table top and
- shell, enabling the top to pe opened for access

to the interior of the shell, the shell being of

50 & height at leest equal to that of the. form when
. in retracted position, ahd being of a height and

Cross-section such that it may serve as g verti-
cal backing element tor g gkirt portion of a gar-
ment on the form when the. latter is extended

o 5"5_ upwa.rcll.v o1 the cabinet.

-1, In a dress form assembly of enclosed type o

& dress form of vertically extensible retractible -
“type, a base centrally of which the dress form
-is supported, an open end element surrounding
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~means for raising the form above the enclosure =

9. A dress form and cabinet comprised of a
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