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1

This invention rélates to a convertible furni-

(CL 155———41)

ture article of the type used either as'a chilaren’s

play table or toy storage box and par ticularly to

such a furniture article which is intended and |

adapted to hold toys when in a folded or closed

condition and to become a play table when in an

unfeld‘ed or open condition.
‘It is an object of the invention to provide such

a-convertible Turniture article in the form of a
conipletely enclosed toy storage hox but- which
is adapted to be easily unfolded into a play-table.

Other objects are to provide such a convertible

furniture article which is attractive and neat ap-
pearing in elt"rer its folded or uniclded condi-
tion; which is simple and sturdy in construction
ahd WhICh is relatively mexr*enswe to manufec—
ture.

Still further obJeets and advantages of the in-
vention will appear from the following detailed
desevlptlon and accompanying drawings wherein:

Fig. 1is-a perspective view of a convertihle fur-
niture article embodying the present invention
and showing the article arranged in its closed or
folded condition to provide a toy storage box.

Fig. 2'is a perspective view taken from a simi-
lar angle -and showing the furniture article con-

verted to -its open or unfelr.:ed cenmtlen to pre- |

Vldé a play table.
Flg 3is &
article as shown in Fig. 1.

Flg 4 is a vertical sectional view thereef taken'-

on line §--4, Fig, 3.

Flg 5 is a side elevational view of the furniture
articlé as shown in Fig. 2, with portions of the
side walls broken awsay to expese the end and top :

| walls in section.
- Fig.Gisa tOp plan view thereof.

Flg 7T 1s. @ vertical sect1ena1 view thereef taken_

on line 1—1, Fig. 5,
Refernng to Figs. 1, 3 end 4. the convertlble

side elévational view of the fur mtme |
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furniture article is shown in its closed or folded

condltlen and as being in the form of a hollow '

rectangularly shaped box-like structure having
a rectangular bottom wall provided by a single

panel 18: end walls rlsmg from opposite ends
thereof and each comprising overlapping upper

and lower end wall panel sections 1§ and 12 re-
pectwely, g pair of opposite side walls ar ranged :

bétween the end walls and each side wall com-
prising upper and lower side wall panel sections

K and - {4 respéctively; and a top wall compris-
ing a DB.II‘ of similar top wall panel sections

{D=—-{5." |
The lower end wall panel seetmns lz are shown

as being of the same height as the lower side wall .
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;2.
panel “sections 14 and these panel sections are
rigidly connected together at their respective
meeting edges and ‘also to the bottom panel 10
in any suitable manner as by screws or by being
glued together

The upper end wall panel sections 11 are shown
as being oifset inwardly of the compamon lower
end wall panel sections 12 so that the inner mar-
ginal portions of the sections If are everlapped'
by the inner marginal pertmns of the sections 12,
as best shown in #ig, 5. If desired, however, the
end ‘walls ‘can be constructed of a single panel
member, the offset arrangement shown being
preferréd to provide a more attractive furniture
article. | 1_ | |

Each upper side wall panel section {3 is rigidly.
connectéd to its companion top wall panel sec-

tion i5 along their respective meetmg edges in

any suitable manner as by screws or by being
glued together to provide an angle member as
best shown in Fig. 2. Each' upper side wall panel
section 18 is pivoted a,leng its inner horizontal
edge to the opposing inneér horizontal edge of its
eompamon lower side wall panel section 14. For'
this - pulpe,:,e a pair of spaced hinges 16—16 is
shown as connecting these panel sections and_
these. hmges are arranged admcent the vertical
end walls of the strecture

AT access epenmg is promded in each of the
side walls of the structure shown in Flgs 1,3and
4 to permit toys or other articles to be inserted
into the interior of the hollow structure Each
such opening is provxded by recessing the mner-_
horizontal edge of the upper side wall panel sec-

“tion (3 as indicated at 17 and also by recessing .

the inner horizontal edge of the lower side wall
panel section (4 as mdlcated at 18. The vertical -
side edges of the recesses 17T and 18 register mth-
each other so as to provide a continuous opening
of general reetangular form. The horizontal edge ,
of the recess i8 is formed to prmrlde an upwardly
extending rounded. salient central part 19.. Such
a construction provides knee recesses 20 when
the furniture article is converted into a play table,

A closure -21 is provided for each such.access .
opening so-provided in the side wall of the fur--
niture article when arranged as a toy storage
box as shown in Figs. 1, 3 .and 4. Such closure
21 is shown in the form of a rectangular ‘panel

“arranged against the inner faces of the side wall

sections 13 and (4. The upper horizontal edge .

-of each closure panel 21 is suitably hinged to the

corresponding side wall section 13 as indicated at -
22. The closure panel or door 21 is arranged to
swing inwardly and upwardly about its hinge 22 -
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thereby to uncover at least a portion of the side
wall opening provided by the recesses (T and 18
and perimit a toy or other article to be inserted
hrough the opening into the interior of the box
like furniture avrticle. It will be noted that the
door 2f is always urged to a closed position by
1ts own welght.

Lach door 21 carries centrally at its lower edge
a clip 23 as shown in Fig. 4. 'This clip 1s adapt-
ed to receive the free longitudinal edge of the
adjacent top panel section {5 as shown in Figs.
< and 7.

FFor ease in lifting or carrying the furniture
articie, a ring handle 24 is shown as arranged
on each upper end wall section {1 adjacent the
upper edge thereof. A similar ring handle 2%
is shown as arranged on the upper surface of
one of the top panel sections 15 adjacent its In-
rier longivudinal edge.

It will therefore be seen that the convertible
furniture article as shown in Figs. 1, 3 and 4 pro-
vides a sturdy and attractive storage box for
toys and the like and which permits toy articles
t0 be inserted and removed through access open-
ings provided in the side walls thereof. If de-
sited articles can also he inserted and removed
Ly swinging one of the top panel sections 15 up-
wardly and laterally about the hinges 16 so as
to uncover a portion of the top of the storage
bOX.

When it is desired to convert the storage box
into a play table, the angular members pro-
vided by the companion top panel sections 19
and upper side wall panel sections 13 are first
swung upwardly and outwardly about the hinges
{5 until the panel sections 15 are arranged per-
rendicular to the side panel sections 4. The an-
gular members referred to are preferably re-
strained against further outward pivotal move-
ment by articulated sirut devices 2b6. These
strut devices 26 are suitably connected at their
opposite ends to the end wall panel sections |l
and the side wall sections (3.

The doors 21 are then swung about their hinges
22 so as to bring the clips 23 adjacent the free
longitudinal edges of the panel sections 15. The
clips 23 are preferably made of sheet metal and
are Hexible sufficient to permit the same to be
distorted to receive the said longitudinal edges
of the panel sections [5 as shown in Fig. 7. It
will thus be noted that when the furniture article
is converted into a play table tlie doors 2{ serve
as braces for the angular members provided by
the connected panel sections (3 and 13.

The furniture article so extended can then be
inverted to assume the position shown in Figs. 2
and 5—7. In this inverted condition the bottom
wall 10 serves as a table surface and the side
wall sections {3 provide seats on which the chil-
dren can sit. It will be noted that the recesses
(T and 18 provide ample leg room for the child,
the recess |7 serving as a cutback into the seat
and the recess 18 providing a vertical opening
in the side wall to accommodate the legs of the
child. In this connection the recesses 20 pro-
vide ample room for the knees of the child.

When it is desired to reconvert the furniture
article from its unfolded condition to its folded
condition to again serve as a storage box, the
unfolding operations described above are re-
versed. Thus the furniture article is reinverted
right side up, the clips 23 are disengaged from
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the panel sections 19, and the angular members

provided by the connected panel sections {3 and
{5 are swung upwardly and toward each other
so as to return the article to the folded condi-

75

4

tion shown in Fig. 1. During this folding to-
gether of the angular members the doors 21 will
swing down so as to close the openings in the
side walls.

From the foregoing it will be seen that the
present invention provides a simple, sturdy and
attractive furniture article which can be readily
converted to and from folded and unfolded con-
ditions thereby providing a comfortable play
table when in the unfolded condition and a com-
pletely enclosed storage box for toy articles when
in its folded condition.

It is to be understood that the form of my in-
vention herewith shown and described, is to be
taken as a preferred example of the same, and
that various changes in the shape, size and ar-
rangement of parts may be resorted fo, without
departing from the spirit of my invention, or the
scope of the subjoined claims.

I claim:

1. In a toy storage box convertible into a play
table with a seat when unfolded and inverted,
the combination comprising bottom, end, side
and top walls, said top wall having a movable
section adjacent one of said side walls, said one
of said side walls having an upper section con-
nected to said movable section of said top wall
along the meeting edges of said sections thereby
to form an angular member, means mounting
said angular membher for pivotal movement along
the edge of said upper side wall section opposite
from said meeting edges, said upper side wall sec-
tion being recessed from its said opposite edge to-
ward said meeting edges thereby to form an ac-
cess opening in said one of said side walls, a clo-
sure memper for said access opening and ar-
ranged on the inner side of said one of said side
walls and pivotally mounted at its upper part on
said upper side wall section, and means adapted
to connect said closure member with said top wall
section as a brace for said angular member when
the same is unfolded as a seat member.

2. In a toy storage box convertible into a play
table with a seat when unfolded and inverted,
the combination comprising bottom, end, side
and top walls, one of said side walls having a
fixed lower section and a movable upper section,
said top wall having a movable section connected
with sald upper side wall section along their
meeting edges thereby to form an angular mem-
ber, means mounting said angular member for
pivotal movement along the edge of said upper
side wall section opposite from said meeting
edges, said lower side wall section being recessed
from its upper edge toward its lower edge there-
by to form an access opening in said one of said
side walls, a closure member for said access open-
ing and arranged on the inner side of said one
of said side walls and pivotally mounted at its
upper part on said upper side wall section, and
means adapted to connect said closure member
with said top wall section as a brace for said
angular member when the same is unfolded as a
seat member, |

3. In a toy storage box convertible into a play
table with a seat when unfolded and inverted,
the combination comprising bottom, end, side
and top walls, one of said side walls having a
fixed lower section and a movable upper section,
sald top wall having a movable section connected
with sald upper side wall section along their
meeting edges thereby to form an angular mem-
ber, means mounting said angular member for
pivotal movement along the edge of said upper

side wall section opposite from said meeting edges, -
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the adjacent edges of said upper and lower side
wall sections being recessed to provide jointly an
access opening in said one of said side walls, a
closure mermber for said access opening and ar-
ranged on thae inner side of said one of said side

walls and pivotally mounied at its upper part on

said upper side wail section, and means adapted to
connect said clesure member with said top wall
section as a brace for said angular member when
the same is unfolded as a seat member, |

4, In a toy storage box convertibie into a play
table with a seat when unfolded and inverted,

10

the combination comprising bottom, end, side and

top wsalls, one of said side walls having a fixed
lower section and a movable upper section, said
top wall having a movabile section connected with
said upper side wall section along their meeting
edges thereby to form an angular member, means

mounting said angular member for pivotal move-

ment along the edge of said upper side wall sec-
tion opposite from said meeting edges, the adia-
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cent edges of said upper and lower side wall sec-

tions being centrally recessed to provide jointly a
generally rectangular access opening in said one
of said side walls, the corner portions of the re-
cess In said lower side wall section being farther
recessed than the intermediate part therebetween,
a closure member for said access opening and
arranged on vthe inner side of said one of said
side walls and pivotally mounted at its upper part
on said upper side wall section, and means
adapted to connect said closure member with
said top wall section as a brace for sald angular
member when the same 18 unfolded as a seat
member. |
9. In a toy storage box convertible into a play
tabvle with a seat when uniolded and inverted,
the combination comprising bottom, end, side and
top walls, one of said side walls having a fixed
lower section and a movable upper section, said
top wall having a movable section connected with
sald upper side wall section along their meeting
edges thereby to form an angular member, means
mounting said angular member for pivotal move-
ment along the edge of said upper side wall sec-
‘tion opposite from said meeting edges, the adja-
cent edges of said upper and lower side wall
sections being recessed to provide jointly an ac-

cess opening in sald one of said side walls, a -

closure member for said access opening and ar-
- ranged on the inner side of said one of said side
walls and pivotally mounted at its upper part on
sald upper side wall section, and means carried
by said closure member and arranged to connect
sald closure member with said top wall section
whereby sald closure member serves as a brace
for saild angular member when the same is un-
folded as a seat member.
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8. In a toy storage hox convertible into a play
table with a seat when unfolded and inverted, the
combination comprising bottom, end, side and top
walls, one of said side walls having a fixed lower
section and a movable upper section, said top wall
having a movable section connected with said
upper side wall section along their meeting edges
thereby to form an angular member, means
mounting said angular member for pivotal move-
ment along the edge of said upper side wall sec-
tion opposite from said meeting edges, the adja-
cent edges of sald upper and lower side wall
sections being recessed to provide jointly an ac-
cess opening in said one of said side walls, a
closure member for said access opening and ar-

ranged on the inner side of said one of said side

walls and pivotally mounted at its upper part on
said upper side wall section, and g clip carried
by said closure member and arranged to receive
the free edge of said top wall section whereby
said closure member serves as a brace for said
angular member when the same is unfolded as
a seat member, |

7. A convertible furniture article which in its
folded condition provides a toy storage box and
which in its unfolded and inverted condition pro-
vides a play table with seats, comprising a box-
like structure having g bottom wall, end walls,
lower side wall sections, upper side wall sections
arranged above said lower side wall sections, a
pair of top wall sections each of which is con-
nected to the adjacent upper side wall section
along their meeting edges thereby to form a pair
of angular members, means pivotally connecting
each angular member to the adjacent lower side
wall section, the adjacent edges of said upper and
lower side wall sections being recessed to provide
jointly an access opening in each side wall of
sald structure, and a closure member for each
access opening and arranged on the inner side
thereof and hinged at its upper part to the ad-
jacent upper side wall section, and means adapted
to connect said closure member with the adjacent
angular member as a brace therefor when these
angular members are unfolded as seat members.

CHARLES R. CARPENTER,
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