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This invention relates to that class of women’s
garments. known as foundation garments.

In the formation of foundation garments elas-
tic fabric is used, and in-certain types of these
garments the elastic fabric has a-two~way stretch.
The construction of a. foundation garment. -en-
tirely out of two-way stretch fabrie.is not en-
tirely satisfactory because of: the fact. that the
confining pressure is evenly distributed, whereas
in most instances it is des1rable to. form the
garment from fabric. which. is- partially made
from two-way stretch fabric- and also -partially
made from fabrie. havmg only a one-way stretch
characteristic.

In a modified form of this invention the gar-
ment is formed from .fabriec having & . .two-way
stretch and also fabric which is. non-elastm

The construction of a garment of this kind
using a two<way streteh fabrie also requires that
the two-way stretch fabric be reinforced at pre-
determined locations by elastic reinforeing strips
or bands which will resist the normal stretching
of the fabric in such locations. Preferably these
strips or bands are arranged:oii 4 bias in diverg-
ent pairs with an intermediate  strip’ ‘61 band
secured to the two-way stretch fabric.

A further object of this invention is to provide
a foundation garment wherein gussets or inserts
are disposed in the side portions of the garment
which have a non-elastic characteristic which
will have the effect of smoothing out the lines of
the wearer.

In several forms of this invention the arrange-
ment of the elastic panels and reinforcing bands

is such as to place extra support and pressure on .

the abdomen so as to thereby flatten the stomach,
and also reduce the hips, derriere and buttocks,
without producing a bulge line at the t0p of the
garment.

With the above and other objects in view, my

invention consists in the arrangement, combina-
tion and details of construction disclosed in the
drawings and specification, and then more par-
ticularly pointed out in the appended claims.

In the drawings:
Figure 1 is a detailed front elevation of a

foundation garment constructed according to an
embodiment of this invention.
Figure 2 is a rear elevation of the garment.

Figure 3 is a fragmentary inner side elevation ,

of the garment.

Figure 4 is a fragmentary sectional view taken
on the line 4-—4 of Figure 3.

Referring to the drawings and, first, to Figures
1 to 4, inclusive, the numeral 15 designates gen-
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erally a-front panel whieh is formed of elastic
fabriec having lengthmse stretechable character-
isties, and the fabric forming the pansl 15 is non-
elastic transversely thereof. The panel (5 has
secured to the 0pp931te longltudmal edges thereof
front elastic panels {6 which are secured to the
panel I8 by means of zigzag stitching 1T. The
front panels {6 have elastic. characteristics lon-
gitudinally and transversely thereof, bemg known
as two=-way stretch fabric, and each of the panels
{6 has secured to the inner side thereof: laterally |
divergent reinforcing elastic -bands or tapes 18.
The bands -or tapes 48 converge toward the cen-
tral panel 15 and are stitehed to the inner side
of panel {6 by means of zigzag stitching-19: |

A pair-of side panels 20 are secured to the lon-
gitudinal edges of the-front panels 16 by means
ef zigzag stitching 24; and the panels 20 have a
longitudinally -elastic characteristic whereby

panels 20 may-streteh lengitudinally thereof -but

the panels 20 are non-elastie transversely thereof.
An- mterengageable fastening means 22-is dis-
posed along:the meeting edeges. of one-of the panels
{6, and one-of the panels 20 so that the garment
may be readily mounted on-the body. The- side
panels 20 have secured to the rear longitudinal
adges thereof elastic panels 23 which are secured
to the panels 20 by means of zigzag stitching 24.
A centrally disposed back panel 25 having a
one-way stretchable characteristic is secured
between the oufer rear panels 23 by means of
zigzag stitching 28. The rear outer panels 23
are reinforced by means of inwardly convergent
elastic strips or bands 27 secured to the inner
sides of the panels 23 by means of zigzag stitch-
ing 28. |
An intermediate reinforcing band or stnp 29
is secured to each panel 23 by means of zigzag
stitching 30. An intermediate elastic band or
strip 31 is secured between each pair of the in-
wardly convergent bands or strips 18 by means of
zigzag stitching 82. The rear panel 25 terminates
at a point below the waistline of the garment,
and a two-way stretchable fabric 33 is secured
at its lower edge to the upper edge of panel 25
by means of stitching 34 and is secured by means
of zigzag stitching 35 to the upper mner edges of
the rear side panels 23.
The front center panel 15 as shown in Figure 1

has the side edges thereof converging down-
wardly from a medial point, and the upper por-
tion of the central panel 5 has the side edges
thereof converging upwardly and inwardly to
the waistline of the garment. The formation of
the central panel 1§ as hereinbefore described has
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the characteristic of holding the garment against
lateral stretching in the lower front portion
thereof so as to thereby bind the lower abdomen
of the wearer. |

The position of the inwardly convergent rein-
 forcing strips or bands 18 in substantially the
central portion of the garment between the upper
and lower edges thereof provides a means to
resist the stretching of the two-way stretchable
panels 16 so as to thereby effect a confining of
the stomach or abdomen of the wearer. The rear

central panel 25 which has a one-way Or Ver-
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tically stretchable characteristic also provides a

means whereby the rear of the wearer will be con-

fined and the rear inwardly convergent strips 21
carried by the two-way stretchable panels 23

effects a resistance means substantially midway -

between the upper and lower ends of the garment
so as to more firmly confine the hips of the
wearer. | | | |

The position of the upper elastic panel or inset
‘33 which extends from the upper edge of the
rear central panel 25 provides a means whereby

20)

the waist portion of the garment at the rear

‘thereof may stretch vertically and horizontally
'so as to smooth out the waistline of the wearer
" in the back portion of the garment and eliminate
‘any bulging of the flesh above the waistline o1
the garment. - | | |
" The provision of the side longitudinally elastic
panels 20 also provides & means whereby the
garment will be held against undue horizontal
stretching, and the side panels 20 will thereby

confine the wearer at the side.

What is claimed is: |
1. In a garment for women’s wear, front. and

rear panels having an elastic characteristic lon-
gitudinally thereof, front and rear pairs of elas-
tic panels secured to and extending from said
first named panels, said pairs of panels having
elastic characteristics longitudinally and trans-
versely thereof, side panels, each secured be-
tween a front and a rear panel of said pairs ol
~ panels, said side panels having an elastic char-
acteristic longitudinally thereof, and obliquely

30

40
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disposed elastic reinforcing strips secured at one
end to each edge of said front panel, and at
their opposite ends to the adjacent edges of the
adijacent side panels, and additional reinforcing
strips secured at one end to each edge of said
rear panel and at their opposite ends to the ad-

jacent edges of the side panels.
2. In a garment for women’s wear, front and

rear panels having an elastic characteristic lon-
oitudinally thereof, front and rear pairs of

panels having longitudinal and transverse elastic
characteristics secured to and extending from
said first-named panels, side panels, each se-
cured between a front and a rear panel of each
of said pairs of panels, said side panels having
an elastic characteristic longitudinally thereof,

‘and obliquely disposed elastic reinforcing strips
secured at one end to each edge of said front

panel and at their opposite ends to the adjacent
edge of the adjacent side panel. |

3. In a garment for women’s wear, a front
panel, 2 rear panel having an elastic character-
istic longitudinally thereof, side panels each hav~

ing a horizontally elastic characteristic secured

to and extending between said first-mentioned

‘panels, each of said side panels being formed

with a central vertical reinforcing strip, and

obliquely disposed sets of elastic tensioning

strips, each strip of =a set secured at one end with
said front panel at a side edge of said front
panel and extending to and secured at its other
end with a said reinforcing strip. |

| - MARIO LAGUZZI.
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