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_ 1 Claim.
My invention relates to improvements in a
ogine apparatus, and more especially an appara-
tus for playing a game wherein a ball or other

rolling object is propelled along a playing field

towards and into a multi-compartment tray.

Among the objects of my invention is the pro-
duction of such an apparatus wherein the same
will be neat and attractive in appearance, novel,
simple to make and to use, long-lasting and with
few or no parts that are likely to become damaged
or otherwise made inoperative for play, and
which shall otherwise be efficient and satisfactory
for use wherever deemed applicable.

Another object of my invention is to so con-
struet the ball-receiving receptacle of the appa-
ratus, that there will be no likelihod of the ball
coming to rest on any part of the partitions
dividing the tray into the various compartments,
but on the other hand it will be insured that the
ball will always drop into one of such compart-
ments.

A further object of this mventmn is to con-
struct an apparatus of the kind described, where-
in means are provided for removably securing
the ball-receiving tray to the table easily, readily
and so as to bring the bounding edges of the tray
substantially flush with the play surface of the
table s0 as to render the path of travel of said
ball more accurately controllable by the player.

Many other objects and advantages of the con-
struction herein shown and described, will be
obvious to those skilled in the art to which this

bl |

10

b
ot

invention appertains, as will be more clearly ap-

parent from the disclosures herein given.

To this end, my invention consists in the novel
construction, arrangement, combination of parts,
and uses mentioned and more partlcularly
pointed out in the claim.

In the drawings, wherein like reference char-
acters represent like or corresponding parts
throughout the views, |

Ficure 1 is a perspective view, with certain
parts broken away, showing my improved device;

Figure 2 is a transverse cross-section through

the same, taken substantially along the line 2—2 .

of Fig. 1; |

Figure 3 is a side elevation of the playing stick;

Figure 4 is a cross-section detail taken sub-
stantially along the line 4—4 of Fig. 3; and

Figure 5 is & top plan view of the ball-receiving
tray.

Referring more particularly to the drawings,
wherein I have illustrated a preferred embodi-
ment of my invention, A indicates a table of any
suitable size, shape and material, as for instance,
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of generally rectangular shape to thereby more

readily fit into the room or other place where

desired, and the same may be provided with a

nlatform structure so as to more conveniently
position the device at a height most suitable for
play., Suech a platform may comprise the bed |{
having the upright supporting legs 2 depending
from its corners, somewhat as indicated.

The takle A comprises the floor or playing field
8, the pair of opposed upright side walls §—4,
the front end wall 5 extending upright, and the
rear end wall § extending upmght so that said

upright wails enclose sgid field and bound the
same,

The side walls #—4 have an inwardly directed
flange T at their top edges so as to overhang said
play field, and the rear wall has a similar in-
wardly directed flange 8 therealong, except that
it will be noticed that I prefer to have this last-
mentioned flange wider than the other flanges
so as to extend inwardly farther than the latter.
The front wall 5 has an inwardly directed filange
g along its top edge, but it will be observed that
this last-mentioned flange is not elevated as
much as the flanges T and 8, but upon the con-
trary is positioned to extend on a level inter-
mediate the latter and the floor of the device,
so that the cue stick or playing implement may
be conveniently supported on the flange 9, or on
a player’s hand that rests on said flange to steady
said stick.

From the foregoing explanation of the con-
struction of the playing field, it is app&rent that
when the ball is struck or propelled in the usual
manner of play, these flanges will serve to de-
flect the ball downwardly back onto the table,
in the event that the ball is propelled with such
speed that it over-rides the ball-receiving tray
and strikes the bounding walls of the play field.
This is simply for convenience of play, and to

insure that tog much time and energy will not

be wasted in seeking balls that have jumped from
the table and then replacing them in play posi-
tion on the latter. As there 1s no pa,rtlcular a.q-
vantage in play, to propel the ball with such ex-
cess energy that it will race past said ball-receiv-
ing tray and bounce very high and possibly off
the table, the deflector flanges or baflles will
usually serve their intended purpose of keeping
the ball within the confines of the field of play.
The ball-receiving means is placed on the play-
ing field adjacent the rear end of the latier, and
is made in the form of a tray B, shown of rec-
tangular outline in the preferred embodiment.
This tray may be made of any suitable or pre-
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ferred material, such as metal, wood, plastic, or
the like, having a central well or depression 10
with a bottom portion 1. The walls 12 bound the
periphery of said well and extend outwardly

therefrom and are inclined downwardly to a &

sharply reduced edge 13 that is intended fto rest
upon and be substantially flush with the top sur-
face of the playing field. Slots {4 may be pro-
vided within the confines of the tray and through
the bottom wall of the same, for receiving the
heads of attaching bolts 15 carried by the table,
to detachably secure the tray to the table. By
this meaus, the tray may be readily, convenient-
ly and securely lecked in its adjusted position
on the table, and the bounding edges of the tray
wilil be brought to be substantially flush with the
playing field, to make for more accurate play.

A series of partitions or walls 16 extend up-
right from the floor of the well 10, interseecting
one another to form the mulfliplicity of ball-
receiving pockets or compartments 1T having
varicusly designated play or score values, as in-
dicated in Fig. 5. These partitions are suflicient-
ly wide, so that there is danger of the play ball
coming to rest on top of one of the same, to slow
up the game and cause annoyance to the play-
ers, and to obviate this likelihood, I have inter-
rosed fins or ribs 18 extending along the tops
of the partitions, said ribs being sufficiently thin
or narrow and raised from the tops of said par-
tifions, so that whenever the ball is superimposed
on one of said ribs, it will necessarily fall to one
side or the other of the latter and be directed
into one of the ball-receiving pockets for a score
value.

Although the well itself is relatively deep, to
thereby insure that the ball will ordinarily re-
main within the same when received, the parti-
tions are relatively shallow so that the element
of chance will permit of the ball coming to rest
within practically any one of the pockets with
equal certitude, and so that not much momentum
1s required to have the ball roll out from one of
said pockets into an adjacent one for g different,
and perhaps lower score value. The ribs assist
in this movement too, for it is obvious that they
are not tco much raised above the partitions to
obstruct said movement of the ball, and their
rounded edges will not be a deterrent factor
either.

In order to more accurately control the man-
ual propulsion of the play ball C, which may be
of rubber or other desired material suitable for
the purpose, I have provided a ball-striking
means, comprising a head element {9, preferably
in the form of a solid cube as shown, on one or
more faces of which a striking plate 20 may he
formed or aitached.

A handle or cue stick 21 may be secured to ex-
tend from said head element 19 and whereby
the latter may be more accurately guided, in the
usual manner of propelling the implement with
one hand while steadying it with the other hand,
the front flange of the table being at a sufficient-
ly lowered elevation, compared with the playing
field, to permit of this type of vlay of the striking
means.

A roller 22 may be mounted on said head so
that the latter may roftatably travel along the
playing field in its gulded movement toward the
play ball.
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In the form described, the striking means may
be played so that it may be either rolled in play,
to engage the ball, or it may be kept lifted above
the table and brought to strike against said ball.
In its lifted position, the implement may be
either reversed so as to bring the roller upper-
most, whereupon one hand may steady the same
while the other thrusts it toward the ball, or the
entire implement may be swung by one hand
alone, whereby the other sfriking face may be
brought sharply into engagement with said ball.

Any desired system of scoring may be employed
for playing the game, and for the sake of con-
venience I propose setting a game score at 250
points. Any number of players may play the
game, either singly, or by sides, and as soon as a
side or individual has obtained the game score,
say 250 points, by adding the scored values to-
gether cumulatively, the game is won, and a new
game may be commenced.

Having thus described my invention, it is

obvious that various immaterial modifications
‘may be made in the same without departing from

the spirit of my invention; hence it is understood
that I do not wish to be understood as limiting
myself to the exact form, arrangement, construc-
tion and combination of parts herein shown and
set forth, except as limited by the claim here-
unto appended.

What I claim as new and desire to secure by
Letters Patent is: ‘

In a game apparatus, a ball-receiving tray
adapted to be set on a supporting table and com-
prising a central well open entirely across its top,
a bounding frame of constant uniform width en-
tirely about said well and having its entire top
sloping upwardly from adjacent the table to the
top of said well, intersecting partitions extending
across the bottom of said well to form a plurality
of ball-receiving compartments, said partitions
being much shallower than the height of said
well so that said ball may be propelled upwardly
of said frame to roll across said partitions while
remaining within said well, and ribs extending
along the top edges of said partitions and sufii-
ciently narrower than the width of the latter to
prevent the ball from hanging up on said parti-
tions.

ALBERT A. ABRAMS.
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