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This invention relates to price tags and the
like, and has for an object to provide such a
device which is capable of fitting in present
shelf moldings, and will even automatically ad-
just itself to different sizes of or variations in
these moldings.

It is also an object to provide a device of this
character which can be easily and quickly
changed, and can be inserted in the shelf mold-
ing at any point along the length of the molding,
but can still be slid in the molding to center
and position the tag. |

Tt is g further object to provide a device which

cannot be easily slid out of place when in use, as
by children, for example.
- It is a further object to provide a structure in
which the whole price numbper, comprising sev-
eral digits, may be provided in one folder and
applied as a unit, and also a device which can be
provided In any lengths for any different num-
ber of folded strips and digits.

A still further object is to provide a structure
in which the numbers or other designations are
protected by & flexible transparent cover or front
member, which is also resilient and in which the
resilient action of this member is employed as &
means for removably retaining the device In
place in the molding. |

Wwith these and other objects in view, I have
devised the construction illustrated In the ac-
companying drawing forming a part of this spec-
ification. It is, however, (O be understood the
invention is not limited to the specific details of
construction and arrangement shown, but may
embody various changes and modifications with
the scope of the invention.

In this drawing: | | |

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a portion of a
shelf molding showing one of my improved price
tags in position therein;

Fig. 2 is a transverse section thereof,

Fig. 3 is an end view showing how the molding
may be mounted on the upper edge of a glass
partition, for example;

Fig. 4 is a similar view showing how the mold-
ing may be mounted on a different type of sup-
port, and | -

Fig. 5 is a perspective view of one of the folded
panels carrying the different notations, such, for
example, as numbpers Or digits.

It is common practice in various stores, such,
for example, as grocery stores and the like, where
the goods to be sold are placed on shelves, to pro-
vide on the front edge of the shelf a molding
which may exiend the whole length or only
g portion of the length of the sheli, in which
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2 .
price tags are mounted. The common type of
this molding comprises a sheet metal strip having
its upper and lower longitudinal edges folded
over inwardly toward each other on the front of
the strip to provide spaced channels in which the
opposite edges of the price tags, such, for ex-
ample, as heavy paper Or cardboard panels with
the numbers or digits printed on them, may be
inserted by sliding them longitudinally from the
end of the molding. Such ftags are exposed
through the front of the molding and may be
knocked out of place or removed by children
entering the store, and as they are slid into the
molding from the end thereoi the proprietor
must take care o insert the dilferent prices in
the proper order, and if one price in the inter-
mediate part of the molding is to be changed all
the tags between this and the end of the molding
must be removed before the new tag can be re-
placed. These and other difficulties are over-
come by the present structure. |

In ihe drawing a section of the standard type
of molding is shown at 10 mounted on the front
edee of a shelf 1i. This molding is made of a
strip of sheet metal including an intermediate
body portion i2, and the opposite longitudinal
edees are folded over inwardly and toward each
other to form longitudinal flanges 13 and 14
providing channels 139 opening toward or facing
each other. It is common practice to insert stiff
paper or -cardboard panels, having .the price
numbers or digits printed thereon by sliding
their opposite edges longitudinally in these
channels from one end of the molding.

The present tag comprises laterally spaced side
members 6 which members are alike except
reversed. 'They are preferably formed from &
strip of sheet metal and comprise an inter-
mediate body portion 17, and the portion out-
wardly of this intermediate portion is folded
upon itself, as shown at 18, to provide a flange
i and an inwardly facing channel 20. The
portion of the side member inwardly of the
intermediate portion 17 is folded upon itsell In
the opposite direction, ag shown at 21, forming
an outwardly facing channel 22, and the inner
portion of this fold provides a backing shoulder
93. The intermediate portion (7, while con-
necting the two folds lforms 2 spacing member
between them which is at substantially right
angles to the back portions of each Iold. o

Connecting the two side members is a front
cover strip 24. This strip is a strip of transpar-
ent flexible resilient material, such, for example,
as a suitable plastic (a plastic similar to Cel-
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Iuloid or the like being adaptable for this pur-
pose), and its opposite longitudinal edges are
seated in and held by the channels 20 in the outer
folds 18 of the two side members. When so
held in the side members, this front cover strip
i1s spaced from the inner portion 23 of the back
fold 21 by the intermediate body portion 171 for
the insertion of printed panels 25 which are
held and supported by the portions 17, 23 and
the cover plate 24. These may be any suitable
type of panel, but the preferred type is that

shown in Fig. 5, in which a number of individual

panels 26 are secured together and folded upon
themselves by a connecting fold 27, and any
number of panels may be used with printed digits

or other designations on them, as desired. Thus,

by use of a strip comprising five panels, all the
digits from 0 to 9 may be provided in each strip,
and therefore in setting up a price number com-
prising any number of digits the strip for each
may be folded fto expose the digit desired, and
it is not therefore necessary to have a number

of duplicate separate panels for each digit, as

would be required as where single panels are used
for the various digits, which single panels are
therefore apt to become lost and when removed
from the tag must be separated and arranced so
as to be easily found when wanted. With this
folded strip any number of these identical strips
may be provided and kept in stock and then each
merely folded to expose the digit desired and
inserted in the holder as indicated, greatly fa-
cilitating the seftting up of any price tag or label
as desired. It is not necessary o confine each

strip to individual digits, as where certain num-.

bers are used a great deal the strip can be made
of sufficient width with the individual panels
carrying the complete price number, for example,
as two or more digits or other designation as de-
sired.

In assembling the device the strip 25 compris-
ing the panel, or individual separate panels may
be used if desired, are inserted in the holder by
sliding them into it from one end thereof with
their upper and lower edges in the space between
the backing-up portion 23 and the cover strip 24.
The resilient cover strip 24 by its resiliency tends
to flatten out and therefore to separate the op-
posite side members 6. In placing it in the
molding [0 the user grips the device between his
thumb. and finger placed on the opposite side
members, as indicated by the broken lines in Fig.
1, and then by pressing these two side members
toward each other the flexible resilient cover
strip 24 bends or bows outwardly and is stressed,
and the side members can he pressed toward each
other sufficiently to insert the free edges of the
back portions 28 of the inner fold into the chan-
nels 15 in the molding, and then by releasing
the pressure on the side members the resiliency
of the cover strip 24 will tend to shift these side
members outwardly and seat the free edges of
these portions 28 in the channels 15 of the mold-
ing, and the free edges i3 and (4 of the mold-
ing will be seatad in the channels 22 of the rear
fold of the side members. The resilient action
of the cover strip 24 will automatically retain
them in this position and provide a sufficient
gripping action for retaining the strip in the
molding against accidental displacement. How-
ever, if it is desired to remove the tag from the
molding, all that is necessary is to reverse this
operation by again gripping the side members 15
between the thumb and fingers and pressing
them. toward each other to remove them from
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~ their engaging action with the flanges 13 and {4

of the molding.

With this device the assembled tag as it is
inserted through the front of the molding can
be placed in the molding at any point without
siiding it along the molding from one end there-
of, and it is therefore possible to mount it in or
remove it from the molding at any point through-
out the length of the molding without disturbing
any of the other price tags. The resilient action
of the cover strip 24 automatically adjusts the
holder or tag to different sizes of molding or
variations in these moldings, and also covers and
protects the panels 25 carryving the fisures or
other notations. The tag can be easily and
quickly changed with a very simple operation,
and after it is inserted in the molding can be
adjusted to the proper position by sliding it longi-
tudinally in the molding to cenfer or otherwise
position it. However, in view of the pressure ex-
erted by the resilient cover strip 24 on the flanges
of the molding, it is not easily shifted out of
place, as, for example, by children entering the
store. The tag can be made in any length for
any number of different strips 25 or any number
of digits. It can be applied to moldings mount-
ed in various ways. Thus, for example, as shown
in Pig. 3, the molding 10 instead of being secured
to the front edge of a shelf, as shown in Fig. 2,
can be mounted on a spring clip 298 of any suit-
able type. 7The clip in the form shown in Fig. 3
comprises a substantially U-shaped clip with
resilient side members or fingers 30 adapted to
grip the top edge of an upright. glass partition
df, Tor example, such as are commonly used in.
chalin store counters, the molding being secured
to the clip by any suitable means, such, for
example, as the rivet 32. Or the molding can be
mounted on other suitable types of support, such,
for example, as the angular bracket 33, as shown
in Hig, 4, one leg 34 of which may be secured to
any suitable support 35, and the molding may
ke secured to the other leg 36 by any suitable
means such as the rivets. 31.

It will seen from. the above that in this struc-
ture the flexible resilient transparent cover strip
2G not only acts as a cover and protection for
the printed panels containing the digits or other
notations, but it also assists in retaining these
panels within the holder, and particularly by its
spring or resilient action automatically grips the
molding to automatically retain the device in
the supporting mounting or molding, but also
bermits easy removal of the tag from the mount-
ing.

Having thus set forth the nature of my inven-
tion, I claim:

1. A price tag comprising spaced separate in-
dividual side members each comprising a strip of
sheet metfal including an intermediate portion
with the edge porticns on opposite sides of said
intermediate portion folded upon themselves with
the interior of the folds facing in opposite direc-
tions forming open sided channels, said side
members being arranged with one set of folds
facing outwardly and the other set facing in-
wardly so that there is a pair of channels on one
side facing inwardly toward each other and a
palr on the other side facing away from each
other, a flexible resilient cover strip of trans-
parent sheet material arranged with its op-
posite edges secured in said inwardly facing
channels, and said outwardly facing channels
adapted to receive inwardly facing flanges on a
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supporting strip and be held in position on said
flansges by the resilient action of said strip.

2. A price tag comprising spaced separate in-
dividual side members each comprising a strip of
sheet metal folded upon itself along one edge
forming open sided channels, said members being
arranged with said channels facing inwardly to-
ward each other, an indicating member provided
with side edges seated in said channels, a COVEY
strip of transparent flexible resilient material
over said indicating member connecting said
side members with its opposite edges seated in
said channels so that the indicating member is
visible through the strip, and means on the op~
posite edges of said side members to engage edge
flances of a supporting member by resilient ac-
tion of said cover strip to mount the tag in said
supporting member.

3. A price tag comprising spaced separate In-
dividual side members provided with inwardly
facing opposed channels, an indicating member
provided with side edges seated in said channels,
o cover strip of transparent flexible resilient
sheet material arranged with its side edges seated
in said channels over said indicating member to
connect said side members, said side membpers
being also provided with outwardly facing chan-
nels to the rear of the cover strip to detachably
receive laterally spaced longitudinal flanges on
g, supporting strip under resilient action of said
cover strip tending to separate said side members
and mount them on the supporting strip, and
«aid side members being provided with means to
removably mount printed panels to the rear side
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of the cover strip so as to be visible through said
strip. |
4. A price tag comprising spaced separate in-
dividual side members provided with inwardly
facing opposed channels, a cover strip of trans-
parent flexible resilient sheet material arranged
with its side edges seated in said channels to
connect said membpers and tending to shift them
laterally in opposite directions, said side mems=-
pers being also provided with outwardly facing
channels to the rear of the cover strip, a mount-
ing molding provided with laterally spaced in-
wardly directed channels and held therein by the

- yesilient action of the cover strip, each of said

side membkers being provided with a shoulder
spaced backwardly from the cover strip, and an
indicatine membher mounted between the cover
strip and said shoulders and visible through the

gover strip.
JOSEPH STINGL.
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