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This invehtion relates to improvements In
dollies for boais.

An ohiect of this invention is to support a boat
by the transom thereof by means of a readily
detachable and attachable device which may he
used for sundry purposes, as to transport the
boat by holding it by the front end and simply
pulling it to the desired location, as a storage
place or the water’s edge.

Another object of this invention is to adjust
portions of the boat supporting means wherepy
the boat may be transported so that ils main
vlane is either horizontal or vertical whereby
the boat may be pulled through a dcorway Or re-
stricted area. |

Other cbjects and features will become appar-
ent in following the description of the illustrated
form of the invention.

In the drawings:

Wieure 1 is a rear view of the device showing
it in operation and showing several adiusted po-
sitions in phantom;

Ficure 2 is an enlarged fragmentary sectional
view showing particularly the means of clamp-
ing the device to the transom of a boat;

Pigure 3 is an elevational view of a part ol the
mechanism taken on the line 3—3 of PFig. 2;

Figure 4 is a side view of the device illustrating
3, suggested application of it on a boat while it
is being carried on a vehicle;

Figure 5 is an elevational view with parts bro-
en away in section to illustrate detail of con-
struction and showing the relationship of parts
when the boat is retained in the side condition
for transportation;

Pigure 6 is an enlarged fragmentary sectional
view taken con the line 6—8§ of Figure 1 and in
the direction of the arrows; and

Ficure 7 is an elevational view of a part of the
boat transporting device with portions broken
away in section to show internal detail of con-
struction.

The instant invention has for one of its prime
intentions the simplification of boat transporta-
tion for various and sundry reasons and uses, as
when transpvorting the boat from or to the wa-
ter's edge.

In Figure 4 there is a vehicle generally Indi-
cated at 18 and fragmentarily shown which 1il-

lustrates the fact that the boat {2 may be dis- |

posed on top of the vehicle by means of con-
ventional supports {4 for transportation. If it
is desired to pull the boat behind the vehicle,
the front hook or eve 6 need only be employed,

the device at the rear of the boat being used to .

support the boat during transit.
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The actual boat dolly is extremely simple in
construction. It consists of an axle {8 which
has a vertical support or tube 28 at substantial-
1y the center thereof. Wheels 22 and 24 are dis-
posed at the ends of the axle and upwardly con-
verging supports or tubes 26 and 28 are secured
to the axle 18 adjacent the wheels 22 and 24.
The upper ends of the supports 20, 26 and 28 are
formed in parallel relationship as at 30, 32 and
24 (Figure 6) and they are welded together or
otherwise rigidly fixed as by employing a bolt,
prazing or other conventional fastening media.
The parallel portions 30, 32 and 34 form a por-
tion of an adjustable clamp. -

The other portion of the adjustable clamp is
formed by the upper end of the four tubes 38, 38,
A0 and 42 which are held in parallel relationship
by means of welding, brazing or the like (Figure
8). The supports or tubes are substantially cir-
cular in cross-section, being made from conven-
tional stock. Accordingly, the three parallel
portions 30, 32, and 34 are interfitted or nested
with respect to the four parallel supports or
tubes, 36, 38, 40 and A2, respectively. A center
rivot bolt 44 is passed through the two comple-
mental portions of the clamp thus formed, and
has o nut 46 at one end thereof. Hence, the
two clamped portions are rotatable with respect
to each other.

When the parallel tubes 36, 38, 40 and 42 are
rotated about the pivot bolt 44 as an axis, the
supports 30, 32, and 34 rest in the rows of re-
cesses 50, 52, and B4, respectively, which are
formed horizontally and which are parallel to
each other. The nut 46 is tightened after the
adjusted position is arrived at in order to hold
the two clamped portions fixed with respect to
each other. Stay bolts 58, 57, 58 and 60 are
passed through the supports or tubes 36, 38, 49
and 42 in order to assist in maintaining them as-
sembled as a unit.

The lower ends of the tubes 36 and 42 are sub-
stantially U-shaped in order to form a part of
o, C-clamn when considered with the screw 82,
one being provided for each U-shaped portion.
Said U-shaped portions are adapted to be dis-
posed over the transom 66 of the boat (2.

At the upper ends of the supports 36, 38, 43,
and 42 there is g stiffening angle member 68
which is welded or otherwise fixed in place. This
angle member is adapted to engage the back
narts of the transom to assist in maintalhing
the device in place on the transom. A channel 70
is fixed to the same members adjacent the lower
ends thereof and is adapted to engage the tran-
som adjacent the top part thereof. It is within
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the purview of the invention to employ felt or
other flexible material on the channel and angle
member so as to prevent marring of the finish
of the boat. This is within the prerogatives of
the manufacturer of the device.

In operation, the first clamp part, seen best in
Figure 3, is fixed to the transom of the boat by
the screws 62. Then, the second clamped part
having the wheels gt the lower end is disposed
in parallel relationship with the first clamped
part, or at substantially ninety degrees thereto,
depending on the desires of the user of the dolly;
or, the two units joined together may be clamped
on the boat transom with the boat and wheels
being in an upright position, turning the boat
over to place it in operating position: or, if the
hoat is floating in the water or resting on ele-
vated props in an upright position, the entire
unit may be clamped on the transom of the bhoat
with wheels downward, thus being ready for oper-
ation. At this time, the boat is ready for move-
ment from one place to another.

Having described the invention, what is claimed
as new is:

1. A boat dolly which is adapted to be secured
to the transom of a boat comprising a clamp
portion with means for releasably securing the
clamp portion to the transom of the boat, said
clamp portion including g plurality of juxtaposed
and connected members having arcuate surfaces,
a second portion secured to said clamp portion and
including a plurality of members having arcuate
surfaces thereon interfitted between the first men-
tioned arcuate surfaces, and wheels carried by
sald second portion, said clamp portion having
transverse recesses therein, a pivot bolt connect-
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ing said clamp portion and said second portion,
sald second portion seating jn said recesses when
rotated a predetermined degree about said pivot
bolt, said clamp portion having a plurality of U-
shaped curved parts being in a plane parallel to
that of the wheels, said means for releasably se-
curing the clamp portion to the transom of the
boat including a screw passing through the free
extremity of each leg of each of the U-shaped
parts remote from the leg of the U-shaped part
adjacent the second portion and said screw being
adapted to engage the inside surface of the tran-
som of the boat.

2. The combination of claim 1, and a transom
contacting member secured to one end of said
clamp portion, and another transom contacting
member secured to said clamp portion inter-
mediate its ends, both of said transom contacting
members extending inwardly toward the legs hav-
ing the screws passing therethrough to space said
clamp portion from the transom of the boat.

JOHN PAUL CHOPLIN.
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