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This invention relates to a holder for a series 5

of books the object being to provide a new and
improved character and form of book holder
which is adjustable to vary the length thereof to
hold 3 series of books in parallel relation and
may be lengthened or shortened depending upon
the number of books to be positioned therein.

These and other features and objects of the in-
vention are hereinafter more fully described and
claimed and a book holder embodying my inven-
tion is shown in the accompanying drawing in
which

Fig. 1 is a front elevation of my improved book
holder.

Pig. 2 is a rear elevation thereof indicating by
dotted lines the extended position of the two
end members.

Fig. 3 is a section taken on line 3—3 of Fig. 1.

Fig. 4 is a section taken on line 4—4& of Fig. 1.

My improved book holder consists of two mem-
vers | and 2. ‘To the end member | is secured
5 plate 3 and to the end member 2 is secured a
plate 4, the inner side edges of said plates being
arranged in horizontally spaced relation. Ad-
jacent the rear edge of the plates | and 2 is &
rearwardly inclined back plate § and secured to
the plate 5 at right angles thereto is a base plate
6. Plate § is downwardly inclined from the ior-
ward edge toward the rear. Secured to the under
surface of plate 6 is a central supporting rib 7
the forward end of which is slotted to receive the
inturned end 8 of the plate 6 and the end 8 has
an upturned rib 8§ which prevents the plate 6
from being moved from the position shown.

The upper edge of the back plate § is reversely
turned and is provided with a flange 18 engaging
in a recess Il at the rear face and upper edge of
each of the back extension plates 3 and 4. On
the rear face of each plate is a lug 8q and %a re-
spectively which are integral with or secured to
the respective plate. Iach lug has a transverse
threaded opening to receive an end of a threaded
rod 13 the opposite ends of which are oppositely
threaded. Fixed on the rod centrally between the
ends thereof is a ceylindrical knurled element 14
by means of which the rod may be turned by the
thumb of the user. The element (4 has an edge
thereof positioned between two opposed lugs 13
and (7 which project from the back plate 5. By
rotation of the element {4 the rod {3 may be ro-
tated. One end of the rod has right hand threads
and the other end of the rod has left hand
threads. By such arrangement of parts rotation
of the threaded rod causes the plates 3 and 4 to
move toward or from each other depending up-
on the direction of rotation of the rod.
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By this arrangement of parts the user may
turn the threaded rod in one direction or the
other to thereby cause the members 3 and & to
move outwardly to increase the length of. the
device or inwardly to decrease the length of the
device depending upon the number of books that
are being positioned on the base plate 5.

It is to be noted that the base plate 6 is down-
wardly inclined from the free edge to the back
plate which tends to hold the books with the ends
in contact with the back plate 5. There is also
5 longitudinally extending metal bar 16 central-
1y supported through the rear of the rib 1.

Rectaneularly shaped base extension members
{8 are arranged at right angles to the back ex-
tension members 3 and 4 and secured thereto.
Members 18 are slidably mounted upon the under
surface of base member §, with their rear portions
slidably resting upon bar {s. The front portions
of members 18 are formed so as to extend over
the inturned end 8 of base member & and slid-
ably engage the longitudinal rib 9 thereof.

Ry the described arrangement ol parts the de-
vice may be lengthened or shortened as may be
required for the number of boOks to be positioned
therein as will be understood from the dotted
lines in Fig. 2. |

Having thus briefly described my invention, its
utility and mode of operation, what I claim and
desire to secure by Letters Patent of the United
States is: |

1. A book holder comprising a rearwardly in-
clined base member, a back member secured at
richt angles thereto, longitudinally spaced back
extension members slidably mounted upon the
hack surface of said back member in parallel rela-
tion thereto, longitudinally spaced base extension
members joined to said back extension members
at right angles and slidably mounted upon the
under surface of said base member in parallel
relation thereto, upright end members secured
to the outer end edges of said extension members
ot right angles thereto, a lug on each back ex-
tension member adjacent the inner edge there-
of, each Iug having a threaded aperture, a rod
extending longitudinally of the rear faces of the
hack extension members with its ends oppositely
threaded and extending through said apertures,
means secured centrally on said rod by which the
same may be rotated in two directions to efiect
longitudinal inward and outward movements of
said extension members alternately, and means
on said back member engageable with said rod
rotating means preventing longitudinal move-
ment thereof.

2. A book holder comprising a rearwardly in-
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clined base member, a back member secured at
right angles thereto, longitudinally spaced back
extension members slidably mounted upon the
back surface of said back member in parallel rela-
tion thereto, longitudinally spaced base extension
members joined to said back extension members
at right angles and slidably mounted upon the
under surface of said base member in parallel
relation thereto, upright end members secured to
the outer end edges of said extension members
at right angles thereto, a lug on each back ex-
tension member adjacent the inner edge there-
of, each lug having a threaded aperture, a rod
extending longitudinally of the rear faces of the
back extension members with its ends oppositely
threaded and extending through said apertures,
means secured centrally on said rod by which the
same may be rotated in two directions to effect
longitudinal inward and outward movements of
sald extension members alternately, meanson said
- back member engageable with said rod rotating

means preventing longitudinal movement there-
of, the outer longitudinal edges of the base and
back members being inturned to slidably receive
and support corresponding surface portions of
the back and base extension members, and a

5
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longitudinally extending rod centrally supported
by said base member in spaced relation to its
under surface to slidably support portions of
sald base extension members relatively to said

base member.
CHARLES A. RAMSAY.
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