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Lo T T T e Contmuatmn of application Serial No. 698 688 SRR
R T S - September 23, 1946. This a.ppllcatlon Februaly-
- S - 25,1950, Serla.l No. 146 391 -- . -

( CL 129——23)

| -Z_-J;Clasm_s

This application is a contmuetion opplice-
tion for my copending a,pphcatmn “entitled
“Ledger. Tray,” filed September 23, 1946 a,nd
‘bearing Serial No. 698,638.

. This invention. relates to ledger. trays. .
| Heretofore ledger trays have usually been in

the form of a metel bhox equlpped with ' a front

plete known as & compressor and a movoble
rear plate known as a follower. The compressor
has always been permenently ettoched to the ex-
treme front of the tray and equlpped Wlth some
type of hinge at its base to per mit the compressor
to swing between a vertical and angled positions

a.nd also equ1pped with some means of locking

itin the vertlcel pos1t1cn after-the posting is com-
pleted ‘and the Iedger sheet contents are held
in uprlght ahgnment The follower usuolly has
- been adjustable relatwe to the compressor by
operating in a channel running full length of the
‘tray. It also has been equ1pped with a hinge
-at its base to permit pivotal or- swinging move-
ment similar- to that of the compressor This
type of construction requlres moving the entire
body of ledger sheets or cards longltudmelly
- in-the tray at the commencement of postlng in
order to provide postmg space in the tray. Also,
‘such DI'IOI‘ treys were made for a particular

ledger ‘sheet size which meant, of course, that-
the menufscturer had to manufacture o different
“tray for each standard width and height of ledger

card or sheet to be housed. Obviously, there-
fore; when g ledger card was ‘employed which
-was off-standard in size, the tre,y hed to be
specmlly built.

It -is the pr1n01pel obJect of -my invention to
plov.rde 9, generally improved ledger tray of the
ohsrecter referred to which is sc constructed that
postmg space may be created- without - shifting
‘the ledger ‘cards,and which tray is capable of

“accommeodating dif

mthm a _certain range. |
-~ To a,ccomphsh the above ob-Jects I have pro-

V1ded a ledger tray comprising, in- generol, a
“horizontally- - disposed flat base on which is
“mounted  upright opposing compresscr or front
plate .and follower or rear plate. These plates
are disposed transversely of the base and In-
dependently - ~movable longrtudme,lly thereof,
bemg capable of..an angular adjustment.. To
‘enable the tray to accommodate-cards of diifer-
ent sizes, the side walls of the tray which are
disposed longitudinally and ver tlcslly therecf are
hinged .at their bottom . edges to the base .so
that. they may . swing. toward and away from
esch other in. a .plane transversely of the base.

One. form which the invention may assume is

' exemphﬁed in the following descrlptlcn and illus-

trated by way of exomple in the accompenymg _'

dramngs, in which:
Flg 1 is-a view-in side elevatmn of a tra.y cm—

erent sizes: of ledger cords 3

2

N :,bodymg the preierred form of my invention with

10

‘parts broken away to more clearly disclose certain
features of construction and with the. compressor

and follower in tilted position. |
Flg 2.is a view similar to Fig.. 1. of the. ledger

":tray with' the compressor and follower in verti-

cal posmon | ,
Pig. 3 is o, v1ew 11:1 plan sectlon teken on line'

3—-.: of Flg 2.

- Fig. 4 is an enlerged frsgmentery view 111

_transverse section taken on line 4—4& of Fig. 3.

Referring more particularly to the accompany-

ing drawings, 18 indicates a ledger tray embody- -

id

is preferebly constructed of sheet metal
base 11 is generelly flat and rectangular in form
and has parallel s1de edges s,nd perellel fron+

_1ng one form of my invention. This tray com-

prises a hor 1zonto113r dlsposed flat base {1 which
The

- and rear edges.

Formed along the -longltudlnal center of the

upper surface of the base 11 is a channeled de-

pression 12, the s1des of Wthh are parallel to
the side edges of the base (i. Secured in the
depress1on 2 so as to be epprommetely flush with
the upper surface of the base (I, is 2 channeled
track 14. The channeled track 14 carries a plu-

' T shtv of eqnally spaced rectaneular keepe I slots

15 disposed along its longitudinal center.

. ~ Slidably mounted in the channel track {4 is a

| -_F,(or l?) 1,;. an upstondmg bracket 2I

o0

ably . connected to the bracket 21..

compressor guide 6 and a follower guide {7,

‘each formed with a rectangular perforation 18

to longitudinally alien with the keeper slits {8.

Aﬁixed to the gnldes ) end 11 respectwely a1e

2) compressor 19 and an opposmg follower 29.

'S:tnce the compresscr {9 and the follower 28
_a,re ‘identical, only one is. described in detail.

Secured to the upper surface of the gu1de 15
A plate 22
is. adJust-
Thls connec-
ected by a. pair of projecting ears 23

dlsposed tronsversely oi the bsse !I

tion is ef

integral with the plate. 22 which are pivotally

connected near their lowcr edges to the bracket 2|
by means of a p‘fvot pin 24. The ears 23 are

,shdably connected near their npper edges to the
ibrecket 21 by means of a ‘pivot pin 25 that en-
gages corncldmg arcuate slots 28 formed in the
ears-23. Thus, the plate 22 is movable from a
vertical or closed posrtlon to an inclined open

or working position, which inclination is up-
ward s,nd 1onn'1tndmal towsrd the end of the

tray.

Plvote,lly mounted on the outer ends of the

' pivot pin 25 is a cam lever 27 comprising a pair

55

60

of relatively fixed s1m11ar levers 28 and an op-

erating handle 29 affixed to and extending be-

_tween the outer arms of the levers 28. The

inner arms. of the levers 28 are formed with

similar cam surfaces 30 and la,tchlng surfaces
31

When the plate 22 is in its inclined POSi-
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tion as illustrated in Fig. 1, the plate 22 rests'

against the cam surfaces 39. As the operating
handle 29 is swung upwardly, the plate 22 is
cammed to a vertical position. If the user de-
sires to latch the plate 22 in a vertical position
as 1llustrated in Fig. 2, the operating handle 29
is swung upwardly until the latching surfaces

3l engage the plate 22. When the operating
handle 22 is swung downwardly, the plate 22 is
torced to its inclined open position by the weight
of the plate itself and the pressure of any ledger
sheets contained in the tray 190.

To latch the plate 22 against longitudinal
movement, a latching lever 32 is pivotally
mounted intermediate the wings of the bracket
21 by means of a pivot 24. The latching lever
32 is formed with a handle arm 33 and a latch
keeper 34 which is integral with and extending
from the lower ends of the lever 32. When the
latching lever 22 is in its latched positicn, the
keeper 34 projects through the perforation 18 in

4

follower 20, the user can balance the ledger

sheets or cards in the tray, thereby insuring

the stability of the tray. The side walls 35
can be adjusted to accommodate ledger sheets
or cards of any size within a certain range.
Four ledger trays of standard widths can be con-

- structed to house any size ledger sheet or card

16

15

20

the guide 15 (or 17T) and engages one of the

keeper slots 15, thus latching the plate 21 against
movement longitudinally of the base [{. When
the upper handle arm 33 is moved toward.the
plate 22, the keeper 34 is moved out of engage-
ment with the keeper slot and the plate 22 can
be moved longltudmally in relation to the base
El.

‘10 provide posting space at the front of the

25

30

tray, the user need only adjust the compressor

(9 forwardly in the tray 10, thus eliminating the
necessity of moving all of the ledger cards or
sheets to the rear of the tray as required by the
utilization of prior ledger trays.
adjusting the positions of the compressor 19 and

By properly

30

the follower 23 on the base, the ledger sheets

helid by them can be balanced in the tray {90,
thus facilitating transportation of the same.

The fray is also equipped with flat side walls

35 which are longitudinally and vertically dis-
posed one adjacent each marginal side edge of
the base 1t. Projecting from the bottom edge
of each side wall 35 are fingers 36 which project
through suitable perforations 37 formed in the
upper surface of the base if. These fingers are
right-angularly bent, as shown, so as to 11m1t
the tilting movement of the side walls 25.
Extending inwardly at right angles from the
ends of each side wall 35 are wings 38, each of
which is formed with an arcuate slot 39 near
1ts lower edge. Rigidly fixed to the base (1 are

prackets &8, disposed so as to extend parallel
“and adjacent to the inner surface of the wings

228. The brackets 40 are fitted with suitable
pivot screws 4§ which engage the arcuate per-
foravions 38, By tightening the screws 41
side walls 35 can be secured against tilting move-
ment, and the ledgers contained therein against
lateral movement. By loosening the screws 4i,
the side walls 85 can be tilted to accommodate
different sizes of ledger sheets mthm a certam
range.

To hold the bottom edge of the ledger sheets
in place, I have provided a pair of rubber strips
42, one of which is secured in a suitable depres-
sicn formed in the base Il a spaced distance on
each side of and extending parallel with the
channeled track 14. |

In the use of the ledger tray I9, posting space

in the fl_O.nt of the. tray can be obtained by merely
adjusting the compressor 19 forwardly in the

tray, thus eliminating the necessity of rearrang-

ing all of the ledger cards or sheets. Also, by

proper adjustment of the compressor 19 and the

,. the

40
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varying from five to fourteen inches in width,
thus eliminating the cost of manufacturing spe-
cial trays for non-standard size ledgers. |

While I have shown the preferred form of my
invention, it is to be understood that wvarious

“changes may be made in its construction by those

skilled in the art without departing from the
spirit of the mventlon as defined in the appended
claims.

Having thus descrlbed my invention, What I
claim and desire to secure by Letters Patent is:

1. In a ledger tray, a base, a member slidable on
said base, a bracket carried by said member, a
plate pivotally mounted on said bracket for piv-
otal movement about an axis adjacent said mem-
ber, a bodily stationary pivet pin supported by
the hracket at a point above, spaced from and
parallel to the pivotal axis of the plate, said plate

having a rearwardly extending flange arcuately

slotted to receive said bodily stationary pivot pin
and serving o limit forward movement of the
plate, and a lever pivotally mounted intermediate
its ends on the pivot pin and having a handle
iormed at one end thereof and g cam formed at
1t8 opposite end engageable with said plate to
control the angular relation thereof with respect
to said bracket and member. _
2. A ledger tray of the character described com-
prising, a base having g channeled track therein,
a member slidably mounted within said track, a
bracket mounted on said member, said bracket
comprising a pair of spaced upright parallel side
pieces having at their base portions a first pivot
pin carried by and extending through said side
pieces and at their upper portion a second pivot
pin carried by and extending through said side
pieces, a plate having a pair of parallel brackets
normal to the plane of said plate, said plate being

~Ppivotally mounted at the base of its pair of par-

allel brackefs to said first pivot pin, each of said
parallel brackets having a curved slot formed at
1ts upper portion and said second pivot pin ex-
tending through said slots to limit the pivotal

movement of said plate about said first pivot pin,
and a cam piveotally mounted to said second pivot

pin and engaging said plate, said cam having an

operating handle for movement of said cam to a
first p051t10n where said plate is releasably locked

I a position normal to the base and for move-
. ment to a

second position where said plate can
pivot about the first pivot pin to the extent limited

Dy the second pivot pin which extends through
the curved. slots in the parallel brackets

NELSON S. WELK
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