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.This invention pertains to improved saddle T attain the foregoing objects by means of the
structure. - More particularly the invention con-~ structures and combination of parts illustrated-
cerns an improved stirrup leather hanger. - in the accompanying drawings in which—
 Heretofore stirrups have beern attached to the - TFigure 1 is a side view of a saddle tree with
saddle tree by leathers looped over each rail of 9 the skirt attached but with the jockey removed,
the saddle tree. These leathers loop the stir- showing one of my SGirrup hangers attached to
rups at the bottom and are twisted throughout ‘the tree rall and a stirrup leather and fender
their length so the stirrup will hang in proper attached thereto; |
position for the admission of the rider’s feet. Figure 2 is a three quarter front perspective
Since one of the folds of the loop necessarily 10 view of a saddle tree with my hanger attached
extended from beneath the rails, and since the. to the near tree rail; - o |
cinch rigging is attached to the outer surfaces Ficure 3 is an elevational view oi the under-
of the saddle, this rigging has always interfered side of the top portion ol a hanger with the
with the free forward swinging of the stirrups. pivot pin sectioned oil, showing the means of
This fault is particularly present in western type 10 attaching the stirrup leather; and =~
saddles where heavy rigging and heavy stirrup Figure 4 is a cross section taken through the.
leathers are used. The resistance to free for- hanger and a stirrup leather supported therein,
ward swinging requires effort on the part of the drawn on an enlarged scale.
rider to maintain the stirrups properly twisted cimilar parts are indicated by similar numbers
and in position for correct halance at a1l times. 20 in the several views. |
When riding down a decline this condition is The saddle tree 2 is shown with the jockey
particularly noticeable for the reason that it is removed in order to show the location of the
necessary to pitch the feet far forward to main-  hanger 3. This hanger 1s composed of two

tain the balance. . L plates, a lower plate 4 and an upper plate b
In view of the foregoing, one of the objects 29 made, preferably, of 22 gauge stainless steel.

of my invention is to provide a saddle tree with ~ Each plate is similarly shaped. The top edge
o stirrup hanger arranged so that the stirrup 6 is straight and just below it there are a num-
leathers can be attached In a position over the ber of attaching holes g§. The front edge |0
rigging and so that they will swing iree of all curves arcuately downward and joins the curved

rigging or other obstructions, both forward and 30 bottom edge 12 by a smooth continuation of ihe .
| | B curved front edge. The bottom rear edge 14

rearward. o o AU
Another object is to provide ‘a saddle provided extends upward and rearward and joins the
with stirrup leather ‘hangers adapted to swing- rear end of top edge & with a smooth curve.

ably support stirrup leathers in a manner so they Thus shaped, a pair of plates may be placed
will swing freely forward without binding on 35 one over the other and secured to the outer

a,ny_'pa,rj; of - the rigging or other saddle struc- face of each of the tree rails 15 with their top
| | | edges paralleling the upper edges 16 of the rails.

ture,
Ancther object is to provide a saddle structure This structure provides a straight elongated
having the forward cincha rigging attached attaching part 17 through which screws (8
directly to the skirting and below the tree rails, 40 extend, and a depending tab portion 19 through
~ and stirrup leather hangers attached to the which holes 208 are drilled to receive pivot pin 21.
~ rails having pivotal means adapted to swingably It is to be noted that plates 4 and § which
- support stirrup leathers, Or fender leathers, ar- compose the hanger are attached with their
ranged to act as stirrup leathers, SO that they front edges 10 just to the rear of the pommel 22.
will swing rearward or forward without binding 45 After attaching, the two plates are Sprung
on, or shagging the cincha rigging or any other gpart and the stirrup leather attaching tab 24
part of the saddle structure; | inserted between them. This tab is provided
Another object is to provide a stirrup leather with a2 metal wear washer 26 which is riveted

hanger adapted to be attached to the upper to the under side of the tab. The tab and the
face of each of the saddle tree rails and extend 50 washer are both provided with holes 1o receive
outwardly and downwardly therefrom and piv- pin 21 with a free running fit. The head 27T

otally support an included plate attached to a of this pin is flat, and the Inner end extends
stirrup leather so that the stirrup will swing only a short distance beyond plate 4. Since
freely over and outside of the saddle rigging. plates 4 and b are mounted on the outer face

Other objects will appear hereinafter. BB of the tree rails, adequate space is provided bhe~




3 |
neath plate 4 to elevate the inner end of pin
21 so that it does not contact the skirt leather 30.
Whereas in the drawings I have shown but one
side of the tree with parts of the finishing strue-
ture attached, it is to be understood that the
hanger on the opposite side of the tree is the

right hand. counter part of the left hand hanger

illustrated.

Tab 24 is provided with thong lacing holes
32 and a short single length stirrup leather may
be attached, and provided with the usual fender.
However, it is preferable to attach the upper
end of fender 34 directly to tab 24 and let the

fender act as and for the ususl stirrup leather.
attached by

The stirrup (not shown) may be
a short loop at the bottom of the fender,
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From the foregoing it will be easily understood

that, with the stirrup supporied on fender 24
and this, in turn, laced to tah 24, the stirrup and
fender may be freely swung forward as indicated

20

by dotted outline 24a. This js greatly to be de-

sired because it takes the usual strain from the
rider’s knees and enables him to attain better

balance when pulling up from g
down hill. |
Although this hanger and its attendant struc-

run, or in going

ture may be used on any tyre of saddle and.

with any rigging, it is preferably adapted to be
used in cooperation with the rigging shown in
Figure 1. The rear rigging Dee ring 387 is at-
tached by leather 38 to the tree  rails just in
back of the cantle 38 The saddle skirt 28 is
then reinforced by leather &4 at the front and s
metal bar 42 inserted between the skirt leather
and the reinforcing. The latigo 43 of the front
cincha is then folded ovep this bar and laced on,
by thong 44. When this tyne
used there are no protrusions or edges whatever
to impede the full free swing of the tab 24, fender
34, or any similar stirrup leathers.

While the objects are, as stated, chiefly to
provide a free swing for the stirrup leathers, it is
also to be noted that the positioning and attach-
ment of the metal hangers, ang skirt rigging as

shown, elimingtes 5 great deal of work heretofore

necessary in covering the saddle tree. Where the
stirrup leathers are used it Is necessary to build
the rails up on each
groove in the tree rails with ground work. The
same is true with other hangers heretofore tried,

of front rigging is

side of the stirrup leather

29

30

o)

becomes a very simple operation for the saddle

maker to even or smooth up the seat bottom,

The whole: tree structure can be made narrower
when desired, and more comfortable for many

a9

4

riders. As a result of this structure there is a5
marked simplification in the manufacture of the
complete saddle, and economy in the use of ma-
terial. |

I elaim: -

1. A stirrup leather hanger for attachment to
the lower edges of saddle tree rails to pivotally
support stirrup leathers so that the. stirrups at-
tached thereto may be swung freely forward over
the saddle rigging without Snagging, consisting
of an inner plate and an outer plate of sheet
metal, both shaped to have aln upper elongated
attaching part adapted to be attached to the
lower edge of & saddle tree rail, between the
pommel and the cantle, and g, depending tab por-
tion pierced to receive a pivot bin, a pivot pin,
an attaching tab having a meta] wear washer
on its under side pivotally held between said
plates by said pivot pin, and a stirrup leather
secured to said tab.

2. A stirrup leather hanger for-attachment to
the lower edges of the rails of saddle trees hay-

Ing rails extending from the pommel to the

cantle;, to pivotally support stirrup leathers so
that they will Swing freely forward over saddle:
rigging: attached to said tree; consisting of an
inner and an outer plate of rigid sheet material,
each plate being shaped to have an: upper elon-~

‘Bated substantially straight attaching part per-

forated to receive attaching screws and: adapted-
©0' be attached to the lower edge portion of a
saddle treerail, and a tabh portion extending ‘below:
sald attaching part, having s rounded lower edge;
and having holes to: receive a-p1vet pin, a pivot:

tions of said plates, an attaching leather tab hav-
ing a metal wear washer secured to its under-side-
plerced in its upper portion to- receive-said pivot:
pin and to be Pivotally supported thereon bhetween
the tab portions of saig blates, and a stirrup
leather laced to said: tab, o |
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