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This invention relates to garments in general,
particularly to sleeping garments for women,
and especially refers to garments provided with
means for gently confining or locating breasts of
the pendulus type. A

Sleeping garments provided with brassiére
structures for relatively tightly confining the
wearer’s breasts are not unknown, but have the
great disadvantage of exerting too great a pres-
sure upon the rather tender body portions, and as 10
a2 result become uncomfortable and are apt to
cause damage. o o i

It is the intent of the present invention to pro-
vide a sleeping garment for women, and espe-
cially for women with either pendulous or ab- 19
normal breasts, which will confine the latter in
o, gentle way and locate them in their correct
position, preventing the touching of one breast
by the other and cause separation of the breasts
from the body, especially at the bases of the 40
breasts. S - AR
~ PFurthermore the present invention contem-
plates a sleeping garment for women which is
provided with breast accommodating means, SO

constructed that, when the wearer is in upright =9

or standing position, they will separate the breasts
and support their frontal bottom areas, thereby
enhancing the wearer’s appearance, and, when.
the wearer reclines, will still keep the breasts sep-

arated but will permit them to change their posi- 30
pocket formation; and - o
. Pig. 4 is a section through the breast area of

tion under gentle restrain, due to normal body
movements. A S

It is the primary object of this invention there-
fore to provide a sleeping garment for women

‘which will gently confine and support individual -35-

pendulous or large breasts in approximately their.
correct position while the wearer is either reclin-

" ing, sleeping or standing,.-and do so without un-
due pressure or strain upon these tender body
parts, thereby preventing irritation or other i1l - 40
effects due to forceful restraint. = o

Another object of this invention is to provide
2 woman’s sleeping .garment, wherein the chest

‘portion is made of a relatively loosely fitting,
substantially continuous section, at the front 45
‘portion of which are provided breast accommo-
dating structures composed of frontal or outer

 and rear or inner elements, forming together rela-
tively deep,- breast-accommodating pockets, and
wherein the outer elements are secured to the 50

_chest section by way.of a gathered, substantiaily
crescent-shaped bottom area which is adapted to
support the frontal bottom areas of the breasts,

“and which inner elements comprise substantially

" independent, _self-aadjusting;breast—body-support-_- 85
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inge and breast-separating formations secured

 along their bottom edge to the bottom edge of the

outer elements, but have unattached ends, where-
by their upper edges are rendered iree and their
end corners comprise freely movable termini, and

which upper edges of the inner elements are

rendered expansible, being normally gathered by
a gentle-acting elastic, and wherein the Ifreely

‘movable termini of the inner elements are sus-

pended by substantially loop-shaped: resilient
tapes, which in turn are engaged and suspended
by adjustable shoulder straps extending from the

rear of the chest section to the front, said shoul-

der straps being adapted to support the resilient
tapes at their apices, thereby causing the gathered
upper edges of the inner elements to gently shape
themselves about the roots of the breasts, thus
separating the latter from the body of  the
wearer. - S

The foregoing and numerous other objects and
important advantages of the present invention
will become more fully understood from the en-
suing description in conjunction with the ac-
companying drawing, wherein: :
Fig. 1 illustrates a front view of a sleeping
garment in accordance with the present inven-
tion; o | EE 5 | |
- Fig: 2 shows the rear view of the chest enclos~
ing section thereof; =~~~
PFig. 3 is a detail interior view of the breast

the garment as worn while the wearer 1s in up-
right position. o | IR

‘As will be seen from the drawings, numeral
10 denotes the upper portion of a sleeping gar-
ment, which may be either of the nightgown or

pajama type; and which garment is provided
‘with a chest-enclosing section {{ made of a rela-

tively loosely fitting structure. At the upper

edges of that section there is provided a border

{2 which serves both for ornamental effects as
well as for reinforcing purposes. The front and
rear apices of the border are joined by adjustable
shoulder straps i3 which-are preferably looped
at their front ends at 14. e

The breast-accommodating structure will be
best understood when consulting Figs. 1,3 and
4. There will be observed that that structure
is composed of outer and inner breast support-
ing elements. The outer element 15 has gathered

bottom edge 16 to provide ample fullness for

that _el_ement to readily &mﬂm_mo:da.te the frontal
portion of large breasts. - Gathered bottom edge

16-is adapted to support the frontal bottom area
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of the breasts, as clearly shown in Fig. 4 and is
crescent~-shaped, see Fig. 1, being produced by
two converging rows of stitches, an upper row
17 and a lower row (8.

The inner elements 19 of the breast pocketls
are best seen in Figs. 3 and 4. The bottom edges
of these elements are joined with the bhottom
edges 16 of the outer elements by the lower row
of stitching 18, however, the ends or end edges
of the inner elements are free. By consulting
Flg. 3 it will be observed that the outer or left

edge 20 of element 19 is entirely separated from

breast-enclosng section (1, while its inner or

right edge is only partly attached at the lower

end, as shown at 21, whereas the upper end 22
cf element 19 is unattached. Thus the upper

corners of the inner elements form freely mova-

ble termini 23 and 24 to which are secured the
ends of a looped tape 295, the apices 25 of which
being suspended by loops 14 of shoulder straps {3.
- The upper edges 27 of the inner elements are
soft and fluffy and are normally gathered by
readily yielding elastics 28, secured. at the edges
by any suitable method such as zigzag stitching,
see Fig. 3. The structures of inner elements 18
also provide a sufficient fullness so that they may

expand and apply themselves to the interior are-

as of the breasts near their root, and thus sepa-
rate the breasts from the WEELI‘EI‘S body, as -is
clearly illustrated in Pig. 4.

From the foregoing description of the garmens,

‘and especially of its breast confining structures,
it will be clearly seen that there is no undue
strain -exerted upon the breasts either by the
chest-enclosing section {1, or by the individual
breast receiving pockets formed by the outer and
inner elements. It will be also understood that
inner elements 9 very gently shape themselves
about the breasts, while the Dbottom of the
breasts are amply supported by the crescent-
shaped lower frontal portions of the outer ele-
ments. The forcibly gathered but readily ex-
“pansible upper edges of the inner elements do
not chafe or otherwise cause discomfort to the

wearer yet at the same time confine pendulousr“

breasts within a certain restricted ares substari-
tially in front of the wearer’s chest. Further-
more the breast-receiving pocket formations ef-
fectively separate the breasts and vprevent them
from ever touching flesh-to-flesh while the wear-

{2 is so shaped as to form four upwardly directed
corner structures to which the shoulder straps
are attached. As these shoulder straps are ad-
justed, they place elastic tapes 25 under tension
to any desired degree as is most comfortgble to
the wearer. Due to the tension exerted by the
elastic tapes, the upper edges of the inner pocket
-elements are caused to gently pass beneath the
breasts te hold them in proper position, bub
without making the wearer uncomfortable. The
thus adjusted breast-supporting structure per-
mits unrestricted movement of the wearer either
in prone or upright position, while at all times
confining the breasts at substantially their cor-
rect position.

The comfortable wearing effﬂct ci the underé

garment is chiefly due to the particular construe-

tion of the breas t-suppﬁrtmg pockets, including

the gathered bottom edges of the outer elements

and the consequent body-fullness of the latter,

the arrangement of the gathered soft upper edges '
‘of the inner elements and their automate ad-

Justability due to their resiliency and their

50
er is either in a. prone or upright position. The
combination reinforcing and ornamentsl -border

4
resilient suspension by way of their free termini

and elastic tapes 25. The combined coaction be-

tween the outer and inner elements not only
assures wearing comfort, but also safety and

5 non-irritation, and is equally effective while the
wearer either sleeps or is in upright position.
Obviously the materials used in the production
of the outer and inner elements are intended to
possess certain essential characteristics; they
should be soft and pliable and have smooth sur-
face finish.  Depending upon the size and struc-
- ture of the wearer, either single or multiple ply
material may be employved. The construction of
the breast pockets may vary as well as their loca-
tion, to best suit different individuals. Shoulder
straps 13 may be either permanently or detach-
ably secured to the upwardly pointing corners of
chest section | and may be of either the adjust-
able type as indicated, or may be in the form of
ribbons which may be tied by hand. All of the
above indicated and other necessary modifica-
tions being deemed to lie within the intent and
scope Of the present. mventmn aa deﬁned in the
annexed claims. e
What is claimed as new is: | |
1. In a sleeping garment for women, g breast-
accommodating structure comprising readily de-
formable outer breast-enclosing elements having
gathered bottom edges, and inner breast sup-
porting elements fixedly secured at their bottom
edges to but beneath the gathered botiom edges
- of sald outer elements, but being separated at
their upper termini from the latter .elements, TEw-
silient, substantially ‘loop~shaped suspension
means secured with their ends to the free ter-
miniof said inner elements &"1(1 adjustable straps
‘supporting said suspension means, the outer and
inner elements forming pockets open along their
top -edges. | |
2. In g sleeping garment as in claim 1, the
upper edges of sald inner elements peing free
and having secured thereto resilient means ex-
tending along the full length of these edges, that
is ‘between the free termini of said inner ele-
ments, for normally gathering and coantracting
the edges of these elements, but permitting their
expansion and adjustment about the wearer’s
lower -breast lines as they are drawn toward the
- shoulders by said suspension- means
3. A sleeping garment for women, comprising
in combmat’mn a, relatively locsely-fitting chest-
~encircling portion, the front section of which
having breast-accommodating structures com-
posed of pocket-like outer and inner elements
55 oben along their upper edges, said outer ele-
- ments being of gn ample fullness and having
‘gathered bottom edge formations adapted for the
support of the frontal lower areas of pendulous
breasts, said inner elements forming independent
sections secured partly to the major portions of
the gathered bottom edges of the outer elements
but being separated at their side edges from the
latter, the upper edges of the inner elements
being free, resilient means provided along the
65 full length of these upper ‘edges .for foreibly
- gathering them, the ends of said resilient means
extending to the ends of these upper edges, re-
silient, loop-shaped suspension members secured
to these ends and being adapted o elevate the
70 latter and thus shape the upper edges of the
~Inner elements about the interior breast-connect-
ing areas; and shoulder straps enga gmc«' the
apices of said suspension members. |
4. In a sleeping garment for women, a breast-
accommodating  structure for gently . confining
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pendulous breasts in position without undue
pressure and for separating the breasts at their
lower attached areas from the body, said struc-
ture comprising outer breast-enclosing and inner,
breast-separating elements, both forming pockets
with open top edges and being secured to a rela-
tively loose-fitting chest-encireling portion pro-
vided with adjustable shoulder straps, said outer
elements having substantially crescent-shaped
lower, gathered edges to provide fullness for the
upper portions of the elements and to support
the lower bottom area of the breasts of the
wearer: said inner elements being substantially

10

independent formations secured along their bot-

tom. edees to those of the outer elements but

being free at their side edges and at their upper
edges, resilient means provided along the entire
length of these upper edges for forcibly gathering
them, elastic loops connecting the free ends of

the upper edges, said shoulder strap engagmcr the |

apices of said loops.
5. In a sleeping garment, a chest-enclosing
section forming a relatively loosely fitting struc-

ture provided with a reinforcing border at its

upper edge, said border having two frontal and
two rear elevated portions terminating in apices,

20

adijustable shoulder straps connecting said apices

and having adjustable, looped fronftal ends,

breast-accommodating, pocket-like structures de-

pending from the reinforcing border portions ad-

jacent said frontal apices and comprising otiter

and inner breast-supporting elements, both open
at their upper edges, the outer elements having
cathered bottom edges, said inner elements being
joined along their bottom edges with those of

" the outer elements but below their gathered por-

tions, the upper edges of the inner elements
being soft and fluffy and being gathered by &
readily vielding elastic, the ends of these gath-
ered upper edges are separated from the upper
edges of the outer elements and forming free
upper corners, looped tapes connecting these

- free corners and being engaged and supported by

the 100ped frontal ends of said shoulder straps |
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