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- The invention relates to ladder Jacks for sup-
porting a scaffold or platform upon ladders for
use by painters, carpenters or other workmen.
| The object of the improvement is to provide a
simple, Inexpensive and durable jack which may

be easily and readily attached to an ordinary

ladder in such a manner as to form a support for
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Flg 3 a view similar to Fig. 2 but W1th the Jack_'

and plank on the opposite side of the ladder: and

Fig. 4 a horizontal sectmnal view taken as on
the line 4—4, Fig. 2 o
Referring now more pa,rtmularly to the oon—- "
struotlon 111ustrated in the. accompanying draw—

~ing,. in which similar numerals refer to similar

a platform or scaffold upon whmh workmen may

stand or sit.

~ Another obJeot is to promde such g jack in the
form of a bar, with means for supporting one

end portion thereof upon a rung of a ladder, and
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a chain or the like for supporting the other end .

of the bar from a higher rung of the ladder.
Still another object is to provide a_jack of this
character comprising a bar having a lug formed
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near one end thereof for contact with a side rail.

- of the ladder when the adjacent end of the bar is
supported upon a rung of the ladder, a chain or
the like slidably connected to said end of the bar
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and adapted to be located around said side rail

and through an opening in the lug for securing
the bar in position upon said rung of the ladder,
and an eye in the other end of the bar through
which the chain is passed and connected to a
higher rung on the ladder for supportmg the ba,r
in horizontal position. |

A further object is to provide such g Jeckj :

bar.

parts throughout the several views, the improved .
ladder jack is shown as formed from a straight
bar 10, of U—sha,pe Cross section, hevmg a lug 1,
also of U-shape cross section, rlgldly oonneoted to l
the bar 10 at a point spaced from one end there-.
of, as indicated at .12, and spaced a considerably
greater d1sta,noe from the other end 13 of the

The U-sha,pe lug 11 is preferably rlgldly at-
tached to the bar by inserting the open end 14

thereof into the open side of the U-shape bar

{0 and seourmg 1t thereto as by welding mdlcated
at 19,
A loop or eye 16 is formed at the end 13 of the

" bar, being preferably in the form of a U-shape
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formed from a bar of U-shape cross section, the

lug being also of U-shape cross section so that
the chain may slide through the same.
A still further object is to provide a ladder jack

of the character referred to which may be used

upon either single or double ladders and which
may be adjusted to any desired height on a wall
or building. | o |

Another object is the provision of a ladder jack
of this character which securely locks itself to
the ladder in the desired position to form a rigid,
horizontal support, directed either 1nwardly or
outwardly from the ladder.

The above objects, together Wlth others Whlch
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will be apparent from the drawing and following

description, or which may be later referred to,

may be attained by constructing the improved
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ladder jack in the manner hereinafter described

in detail and illustrated in the acoompanylng
drawing, in which: . |

Figure 1 is a oerspective wew of q ladder Jaok |

embodying the invention:

00

Fig. 2 a vertical seotlonal view of 3 ladder with

the jack secured thereon to support a plank on

the side of the ladder opposite the side thereof
which rests against  the building or- wall sup-

porting it;
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metal strip having its open end inserted into the

open side of the U-shape bar {0 and welded B

thereto as indicated at 17.
A chain 18, or the like,
through the U-_shepe lug 'l 1,

is shdably lo_oated_
‘and through the

- loop or eye {6 and one end thereof is connected

to a ring {9 which is slidably mounted ‘upon the
bar 10, between the Iug {1 and the end 12 of the
bar, while the other end of the chain, which is
located through the eye or loop 16, is provided

with a hook 20.

A short length of rubber tubing or the like,
as indicated at 21, is preferably located over the
chain, between the ring (9 and the lug {1, so as to
prevent this end of the chain from pulling

through the lug when the ring 19 is removed

from the adjacent end of the bar {0.
In mounting the jack upon a ladder the bar

[0 may be placed in horizontal position, with its

open side toward and in contact with the ad-
jacent side rail 22 of the Iadder, and the perpen-

dicular edge 23 of the lug i1 in contact with the

front or outer side of said side rail, as shown in

_ Figs. 2 and 4.

The ring 19, upon one end of the chain is

.. located over the end 12 of the bar and the chain

is pulled through the lug {1 and loop or eye
16 so that the ring 19 is pulled into contact with

‘the rear side of the side rail 22 of the ladder,

the bar being of course supported upon one rung,
as indicated at 24 in Pigs. 2 end 4, in horizontal

position.

‘The chain is passed around an upper rung of
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the ladder, as shown at 24¢, and the hook 20 is
hooked into a convenient link of the chain to
hold the same taut with the bar 1§ supported In
horizontal position as best shown in Pig. 2.

The ladder is of course supported against a

building or wall, as indicated at W, and another
ladder is supported against the wall in the same
manner at the desired distance therefrom, so
that a plank, as indigated at 25, may. rest. upon.
the Jack&upon both ladders, formmg a.platform:.
or scaffold upon which workmen may stand or
sit for working upon the wall W.

In Fig. 3 is shown the manner in whlch the -
jack may be mounted so as to support a plank-or:

scaffold upon the rear or inner side of the-ladder.

- The jack 15 positioned reversely from the man-

ner above described, the bar 10 being -horizontally:
disposed and resting upon a rung of the ladder,,

as indicated at 24b, with.the perpendicular edge
23 of the lug [{ in contact with the rear or inner
side of - the ad,]acent side rail- 22 of -the- ladder

and the ring 19-upon-one end of the chain being-

in-contactwith the front orouter s:tde -of- sald side
rail.

The chain is- drawn taut, ‘as above desgceribed,
and: passed around’ an- upper TUung; as indicated
at-28c, and the hook- 20 is hooked' into- & con-

venient-link of+the chain, holding- the-jack sup-.

ported’ in horizontal position upon- the: rear or
inner- side -of the ladder-so that g plank-25 may
be- located: thereon- in the manner: above de--
scribed. |

From the above: it wﬂl be obmous that-a simple,
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inexpensive and durable ladder jack is provided
which may be quickly and easily mounted upon a
ladder in desired adjusted position for supporting
a, plank or scaffold, and which is applicable to
either a single or double ladder, since the bar

merely rests upon a rung of the ladder and is

held securely in position by connecting the chain
to a higher rung.

- Iclaim;
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A ladder J ack for. use upon a, ]adder having side
rails and rungs, said ladder jack comprising a

straight bar for support upon a rung of the lad-
~der, a perforate lug upon cgne side of the bar near

one-end thereof for contact with one side of a

. side . rail of. the ladder, a chain having one end

connected to the bar on the other side of said

.. side-rail of: the:ladder, an eye at the other end of

the bar, the chain being located around said side

' rail, through the perforate lug and through said
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eye, and_a hook upon the other end of the chain
for- attachmg said:- other end of the chain-to a
hlgher rung of-the ladder:

. ' OREL J. LATHAM.
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