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This invention relates to an exerciser housing

- device for poultry for the purpose of preserving
- and Improving the condition particularly of the
smaller muscles, particularly of the toes, legs
and wing tips, which are accustomed to a sub-
stantial amount of exercise when the bird is in

a free state in the course of the normal search-
ing for food and avoidance of enemies m the
woods or underbrush.

An object of the invention is to provide an
exerciser coop particularly designed to cause the
bird, confined in its normal pursuit of food and
such forms of exercise as it naturally enjoys, to
necessarily assume postures requiring the exer-
cise of the smaller muscles.

A further object of the invention is to provide
an exerciser or conditioner coop of simple and

improved construction, occupying little space and

adapted to be readily knocked down for storage
or transportation as desired.

Further objects will more clearly appear in the

course of the following detailed description.
| The invention consists in the novel construe-
tion, arrangements and combinations of parts
hereinafter more particularly described and
claimed. |

Four sheets of drawings accompany this speci-
fication as part thereof, in which like reference
characters indicate 11ke parts throughout.

In the drawings:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the frame-
work of the improved conditioner: | |

Figure 2 is a transverse vertmal cross section
taken substantially on the line 2—2 of Figure 1
of the finished coop:

- HBigure 3 is a vertical cross section substan-
tially at right angles to that of Figure 2 and
taken on line 3—3 of Figure 2;

Figure 4 is an enlarged fragmentary perspec-
tive showing the detaﬂs of the 1mproved hori-
zontally sliding perch; -

- Figure 5 is an enlarged perspective wew of the
improved balancing perch:

Figure 6 is an enlarged fra,gmentary perspec-

tive view of the roosting coop:

- Figure 7 is an enlarged fragmentary perspec-
tive end view of the right hand bottom exercis-
Ing coop showing g possible mode of attachment
of the side panels with respect to any of the
COODS;

- Figure 8 is an enlarged fra,gmenta,ry perspec-
tive similar to Figure 7, but showing the details
for inserting the adjustable celhng and floor
ranels; and

Figure 9 is an enlarged perspectwe view of the
imoroved flexible perch. |

Referring to the drawings which illustrate one

‘practical embodiment of the present invention,
a framework is provided to define a vertically

disposed central shaft { having disposed about

9 . ‘
its ground end a plurality of exerciser coops 2—2

and 3—3, herein shown as arranged in the form
of a cross and having additional coops 4 extend-

‘ing from the shaft and spaced above the exer-

ciser coops, in which the fowls can roost and be
protected from the weather. |
As herein illustrated, the central well is defined

by four corner posts 5, which corner posts are
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associated by tra,nsversely extending frame mem-
bers T which are preferably formed with half-
together joints and mortised in suitable slots cut;
in the vertical posts in aceordance with good
cabinet making practice. These transverse frame
members- 1 have their outer ends connected by
short posts 6—6 and transverse spaced frame
members 9—9. Frame members 8 are disposed
perpendicularly with respect to frame members
1, and are spaced a substantially greater distance
apart to define coons 3—2 of sreater height than
coovs 2—2, these frame members being connected

at their outer ends by frame posts {5 and end

frame members 10.

The upper or roosting coowns are smulaﬂv con-—
structed excent that as herein iltustrated the up-
per frame members {I—{1{ extend the full length
of the shaft and aligned coops, whereas the lower
side frame members {3 extend only from the |
shaft posts § to the outer coon posts.. 12, the
frame members being connected at their outer
ends by end frame members {8—f{4 and the
lower side frame members {3 being connected ad-
jacent the shafts by the cross frame members 8.

The upper and right hand roosting coop 4 is
enclosed with solid pa,nels 2323 and an end
door 24 hinged to the upper frame member. {4,
as by hmges 25, a.nd this coop is the bad weather
roosting coop. It is fur ther provided with a slid-

~able floor in the form of a pan 22.
40

The omao*ute roosting commrtment 4 1ntended
for use in fair weath er, is nrovided with a roosting
floor in the form of a frame formed with a plu-

‘rality of pa,rallel spaced dowplq as illnstrated in

F’IE;'UI'E 8, which frame is =:11dable through 2, slot
22’ as heremafter dpscrlbpd in connection with
other coon% A drip pan 22 is provided c-r'hdable
beneath this roosting floor in g similar manner.

The richt hand lower exerciser comoartment 2
iIs vrovided with .a slidahle floor panel, as illus-
trated in Fieure 8, comorising a frame 2% which
is admitted through a <Int {8 formed in the lower

frame member 8, while the upper frame member. &
‘Is provided with a plurality of parallel spaced

slots {7 adapted to receive a sheet metal ceiling

panel 19 the heieht of which ceiling nanel above
the floor vanel 20 can be adjiusted bv selectively

Incerting this ceiling panel in one or another of

the slots IT.

Tn connection with all of the shda,ble ﬂoor and
eeiling pane]s rabbeted support strms ?E Wlll be
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secured against the inner face of the adjacent
frame members, as illustrated in this figure.
Removable and preferably interchangeable en-
closure panels will ‘beprovided for the sides.and
ends of most of these coops, but some of the side

o

panels are preferably made solid with a view o

protecting the fowls from wind in certain of the
COOPS.

Preferably, the floor panel of the lower smadll
exerciser coop 2 will be provided, .as.illustrated in
Fig. 8, with a floor panel comprising a frame. 20
supporting a plurality of parallel spaced dowels,
and in connection with this floor panel it is de-
sirable that the spacing Uf these dowels be irregu-
Jar, viz., one.or .more dowels:should. be .omitted
to.create unequal spaces into which the bird, un-
1ess «wary, will step,.and creates-an unnatural
meode .of locomotion.in the- b1rd thus exercising
unused -muscles.

As herein illustrated, the smaller side-exercis-
ing--coops - 2—2 will .be provided with .open en-
closure.panels.comprising frames 32 within which
are.loosely.secured parallel.spaced-dowels 19. -All
of .the. dowels -in ‘both -the enclosure panels:and
the .floor panels were used, -are preferably loosely
Afitted to their.holes.in the supporting frame with
a . yiew to.permitting the rattling -of -the :dowels
.when touched :by fthe.bird, -as it has ‘been ob-
served that the.birds greatly.enjoy making noises,
and by leaving the..dowels loose: so- that -they
rattle, the birds are encouraged to move and.cre-
-ate such.noises, which .they. rapidly learn -to-do.

The .side walls..of .the higher exerciser :coops

3—3 .are preferably enclosed by . solid -panels 26, .

while dowel panels 34.are used -for.the end open-

ings of these coops. The tops of.the .exerciser
compartments 3—3 .are .closed by slidable sheet
metal . ceiling .panels .28 .similar .to .the .ceiling
panels. utilized in .the.smaller exercise compart-
ments 2—2.

The side walls_of the central shaft. | between
the lower tier of exercise compartments-and.the
upper tier of roosting compartments;.are enclosed
by a plurality.of open dowel frames.37 which.ex-
- tend from the transverse .frame members - T—T
to'the transverse frame members.f —Li.and from
the cross frame members -16.to .the .cross..frame
-members .8, these-open panels:heing :identified in
‘Higure 2 as panels 35.and_36.

It will be observed that by the form .of frame
construction  described . -and illustrated, -the -pas-
sage between each .of the exerciser-coops and the
-central.shaft, .and between .the central shaft- and
‘each of the roosting .coops .is impeded by .a door
“sill formed by the frame members 1,8, and -6,
over which the -fowl must .step 10 -get from
-any.of these.compartments into the central shaft.
It will _dalso .be .observed that by reason. of -the
adjustable ceiling :panels .in .the exerciser cham-
“bers 2-—2, the height of these chambers.can be
.adjustably regulated to the height of the fowl to
‘require the bird to. assume a crouching position
‘while moving.in these partictilar. coops, whereas
“in the .exXerciser coops 3—3 the bird is..given .a
‘substantidally greater amount.of freedom and still
further opportunity for .exercise in a vertical
direction while within the shaft or central com-
‘partment |.

However, the central nompantment { is.pref-

erably constructed of a dimension not to permit
free flight of the bird, but sufficient to permit
.vertical hops, and this shaft.is made substantially
‘high as to exceed any possible single hop.by. .the
“bird from the floor to the roosting coops.
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Jmuscles, a _
“hereinshownvin Figures:3, 4, 5:and 9.

4

To assist the bird in making this ascent and
at the same time to further exercise the toe
series of assisting devices is provided

At the bottom of the central shaft is perma-

nently secured, as by a bracket 45, a vertical
pedestal 46 having pivoted thereto a perch rod
#9-pivoted-asat’50 intermediate its ends and hav-
in the ends of the rod associated with the pedes-
-tal by means:of coil springs 51 adapted to coun-

terbalance and normally maintain the perch rod

‘#9-in stable horizontal position. The tension upon

the perch rod 49 can be varied by using a plu-
rality of spaced hooks 48 positioned on the rod 46

over. which hooks the.ends.of the springs 5i-can
be selectively attached. ‘This.perch.closely simu~
lates. a flexible bough and the. bird upon lighiing
upon-the perch is required to balance . itself with

its wings and foot.muscles to acquire-equilibrium.

An inclined ladder. 55 of conventional .construc-

tion.is provided .extending from the ground. and
having the upper ends.of its rail members pro-
vided with spring clips 56 adapted:to engage ad-
jacent - vertical .dowels .in one of the side dowel

-panels .of the-central-shaft.

Substantially-at mid height of the. central shaft
is positioned a novel slidable perch which com-
prises-a perch rod 59 having on its.end rollers-58
adapted to slide in a guideway .formed by the

mortised supporting rods-571 secured.-against the

inner face of the frame -members 8—8, as.is well

-shown in Ficure 2. :Spring clips-60-are provided

for .insertion in the -slotway within  which the
perch rod 592 travels to limit the horizontal move-
ment -of this rod, which it -will be -observed is
free to ‘hoth rotate-and slide horizontally, thus

Adnducing considerable wing and toe exercise by

the bird in adjusting itself on this perch.
-Above this ‘slidable perch is.secured :a. flexibie
perch illustrated in detail in Figure 9, which

comprises a bracket 81 provided with .a plurglity

of -spaced :orifices 62, the flexible perch rod itself
comprising a core of spring:steel formed-adjacent
onhe end with a shoulder 64, and that-end of the
rod being threaded to receive a -securing nut 69
by means of which the bracket 61 is engaged,

the-steel rod extending -beyond the shoulder 64

in the-opposite direction being tapered -and-cov-
ered with rubber or some -similar suitable ma-
terial. This perch is adapted to flex..in much

‘the same manuner:as a small-twig, and hy chang-

ing its vertical position at frequent .intervals,
reguires -the .bird to -exercise considerably in

engaging the same in the:course of its-ascent to

the roosting compartments.
Preferably, vertically-adjustable casters 40-are
provided having thumb-screw clamps-6 I-by means

of which the height of . the.bottom .of the .frame-

work can be selectively adjusted .above the floor

or-ground level.

- The corner posts of :the central shaft are pref-

~erably made of a- length to extend-above the

upper transverse frame members {1—I11{, for the
purpose of supporting a sheet metal roof 41 which
is formed -with:sloping .end portions 42, end-wall

members 43, -and side walls -44 which side-and
~end walls give .substantial rigidity to this roof

while at the same time permitting its ready re-

moval when desired.

Various modifications in the proper-sizes -and

particular location .of .the wvarious coops ~will
readily suggest .themselves .to -those skilled in the
art,.as well .as-various modifications in -the -con-

_struction of the several parts. - In general, it is
desirable that the side and end panels be of the
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- same size so as to permit interchange as desired

and to suit particular conditions.

Having descrlbed the invention, what is
claimed is:

1. An exercise coop for fowl comprising frame-
work defining a vertically disposed shaft, a plu-
rality of uniplanar coops surrounding and com-
municating with said shaft at the bottom there-
of, some of said coops having tops adjustable
in height with respect to the height of the tops

of other coops and a second group of coops spaced

above those first mentioned, communicating with
said shaft, one of said last mentmned coops hav-
ing weather-excluding outer walls.

2,544,496
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loosely fitting dowels, said dowels 'extendii_lg

transversely of the frames in parallel spaced re-
lationship.

4. An exercise coop for fowl comprising a

5 Iramework defining a vertically disposed central

shaft, a plurality of coops surrounding and com-
municating with said shaft at the bottom thereof,
a plurality of coops communicating with said
shaft adjacent the top thereof, said coops and

10 shaft formed with removable floor and side wall
- panels, said panels each comprising a frame hav-

ing spaced holes on their inner opposed faces,
the holes in the floor frames being irregularly
spaced and all of said frames having dowels ar-

2. An exercise coop for fowl comprising a 19 ranged parallel with each other and with their

framework defining a vertically disposed central

shaft sufficiently restricted in area to preclude
flight of the particular fowl, a plurality of ex-
erciser coops each having a top and floor sur-
rounding and communicating with the shaft at
the bottom thereof, the tops of some of said bot-
tom coops being higher above their floors than
the tops of others and a plurality of roosting
coops communicating with the shaft adJacent
the top thereof,

3. An exercise coop for fowl comprising a
framework defining a vertically disposed cen-
tral shaft, a plurality of coops surrounding and
communicating with said shaft at the bottom
thereof, a plurality of coops communicating with
sald shaft adjacent the top thereof with re-
- movable panels for floors and to constitute the
side walls of said shaft and coops each of said
panels comprising a frame with a plurality of

ends loosely positioned in said holes.

BERNHARD J. GASS.
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