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" 1 Claim.
1

This invention relates to cleaners and scrapers,

and more especially to a file cleaner for remov-

ing filings and dirt after the operanon of using
an ordinary file.

An object of the invention is to prowde a file
cleaner made from a material into which the file
being cleaned will cut teeth to pernut the cleaner
thereafter to reach the bottom of the file teeth
fo effectwely clean out everything thereat. |

Another objeot is to provide a file cleaner whwh
is readily eripped by the operator without fatigue,

which is inexpensive to make, Whloh will clean
itself during use, and which wﬂl have 89 Ccom-
paratively long life.

All these and other objects, as suggested here-
below, are attained by the method and means
now to be described, and illustrated in the ac-
- companying drawing, in which—-

Picure 1 is a side elevational view of a pre-
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ferred form of the invention, after use for the 20

purpose intended.
And F1g 2 is an edge or end elevatlonal view
of the same.

Like numerals refer to llke parts throughout
the several views. -

The filer cleaner is made of a processed or
non-natural material of a homogeneous char-
acter, capable of being rather readﬂy cut itself
by the teeth of the file to be oleaned during the
early part of the cleaning operatlon The mate-
rial, for instance, may be a non-metallic cotton
and cellulose processed material, such as that
known- as ‘“vulcanized fibre.” Or it may be a
prooessed -wood fibre, such es that known as

" “Masonitg.”

The oheraeter of such meterial 1s that it will
be reedﬂy and uniformly cut by the file teeth
to qulokly form cleaning teeth: of its own, filling
the file teeth spaces, and the filings and/or “dirt”
will be both pushed out and adhesively carried
out by. the nature and file-formed shape of this
material ‘which is co-operatively unllke that of
the file steel At the same -time, during the
cleaning opeve,tlon the ﬁle-contactmn' portion of
the oleaner material will itself be filed off, to
thus not only self-clean 1it, but also to provide
filed material which will cling to and so more
effectively carry off the steel ﬁlings and dirt from
between the file teeth.

Such meterial is soft enough to be promptly
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formed to cleaning shape by the ﬂle teeth, dense
and non-crumbly enough to retain sharp-cut
points to reach to the lowermost portions of the
file-teeth spaces for complete cleaning thereof,
of uniform consistency and without grain or vari-
able texture so that 1ts cleaning action will be
uniform, hard enough so that it can be used over

a sufficient time perlod to be practical in use,
end with a somewhat adhesive quality when as-
sociated with filings of steel, ete., so as to more
thoroughly free the ﬁle teeth of its unwanted
All this, in addition to its val-
uable self-cleaning funetion through the action
of being filed away 1tself along with its adher-
ing material.

The article itself may preferably be of the
shape shown in the drawing, Fig. 1, having a
somewhat semi-circular upper end lea, a reduced
or finger-gripping portion {b, and an expanding-
side portion ending in a straight laterally-ex-
tending edge fc, which is here shown after use,
with the cleaning teeth id formed therein by
the action of the file.

A hole 2, cenfrally disposed in the upper han-
dle portion, is shown cut through the sheet ma-
terial forming the article, which may be used
both for the purpose of suspending the cleaner
on a hook or nail, and as a circular cleaning
edee for cleaning sma,ll round files, such as “rat-
tails.”

The pattern or eha,pe of the article, and its
aperture, is stamped; sawn, or otherwise cut from
sheet material as ubove And since the edge of
its handle portion contains both convex and con-
cave vari-dimensional curves of the same clean-
ing material, it too can. ‘be used for cleaning the
teeth of files having. like, or near-like, curved
surfaces, such as “half-rounds.”

Thus, in the one simple article is a composite
cleaning edge ideally adapted for a universality of
commonly-found oonditlons and such multiple
use of the handle portlon a8 well results in 2
serrated handle edge which only makes more ef-
fective the gripping: emoienoy of the article in
use, for still better clea,mng results in less time.

Having now desorlbed the invention, what is
claimed as new, and for which Letters Patent of
the United States is desired, is:

A file cleaner for metal files, comprising a rigid
flat sheet of non—n}etalhc non-malleable pro-




| ' 3 : 4
cessed fibrous material, having its face surfaces . | REFERENCES CITED

of substantially greater width than the thick- Thé following references are of record in the
ness of its edge surfaces, and having a file-cuttable file of this patent:
cleaning edge of substantially greater length than

thickness, said cleaning edge being structurally 5 UNITED STATES PATENTS

capable of having spaced fibrous portions entirely Number Na.me | Date o
removed by the file teeth to leave fibrous clean- 1 729,624 Mason ..o ____ June 2, 1903
ing portions between the file teeth, said removed 1,211,098 Darrin . _.._ Jan. 2, 1917
portions being inherently capable of intermingl- 1,576,095 Daly .. __________ Mar. 9, 1926
Ing with and adhering to metal filings pushed 10 1:898,690 Schacht . ______ Feb. 21, 1933
Irom between the file teeth as said cleaning edge 2,013,545 Stevens .o Sept. 3, 1935
is cut by the file teeth. 2,015,603 MariS o __ Sept. 24, 1935

A. B. GERHAN. 2,294,096 RICe oo _.__ Aug. 25, 1942
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