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4 Clalms.

1

(CL. 248—233)

This invention relates to a bracket shelf. The

device is of the ftype adapted to be suspended

from a window mullion or sash rail for the sup- |

port of a flowerpot or the like,
‘It is a primary object of the invention to pro-
vide a novel and simple device, one part of which

Spectlve of one toothed plate made in accordance

with a preferred construction.
The shelf 6 comprises a plate preferably prc-

- vided with an upturned margin at 7 for more

comprises a shelf provided with hooks for en-

gaging the window mullion, another part com-
prising a bracket having portions connected with
the shelf for mutual support.

It is a
vide a device which will support considerable
weight without requiring any positive connection
with the window mullion, the shelf having hooks

for non-sliding engagement with the mullion,

and the bracket having a portion in thrust con-

10

o further object of the invention to pro-

tact with the window beneath the muliion and

desirably in the same vertical plane as the hooks
to hold the shelf level. |

-Cther objects of the invention will appear more
particularly from the following disclosure there-
- of and with reference to the acccmpanymg draw-
ings wherem

-Fig. 1 is a view in perspective showing in use
o, shelf bracket embodying my invention, portions
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of the window being illustrated Ifragmentarily. -

Fig. 2 is a view in longitudinal section through

a’ shelf bracket of the ccnstructlcn shown in o

Flg 1. -
ig. 3 is a2 bottom plan view of the shelf shcwn
in Figs. 1 and 2. |
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Fig, 4 is a fragmentary detail view in perspec- )
tive showing a corner of the shelf having a

toothed hook for engagement with a window

mulhcn
"‘Fig. b is a view in longitudinal sectlcn thrcugh

a bracket shelf showing a modified construction.
"Fig. 6 is a bottom plan view of the shelf shown - -

in Fig. 5, its hooked portions being partially 111us-{j |
' 49

trated prior to bending into hook form.
Fig. 7 is a view partially in side elevation and

partially in longitudinal section through a further

embodiment of my invention.

Fig. 8 is a view in rear elevation of the embcdl-- |

ment shown in Fig. 7.
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‘Fig. 9 is a view in plan of the embodiments

shcwn in Figures 7 and 8.

Fig. 10 is a detail view taken in section on the

line 10—18 of Fig. 9.

Fig. 11 is a view taken in section on the line
{i—11 of Fig. 7.
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Fig. 12 is a view in perspectwe of the dis- -

associated shelf and bracket elements of the em—

bodiments disclosed in Figures 7 to 11.-

“Hig, 13 is' a- greatly enlarged detail view- in -Per=

Bﬁ

securely locating thereon a flowerpot or other

object such as is indicated in broken lines at 8
in Pig. 1. The marginal flange preferably need
enclose only the front and sides of the shelf, the
rear Having a rolled bead at 9, the free margin
of which is provided at spaced intervals with
teeth 10. These teeth increase the frictional en-
cascement of the shelf with any suitable support
stich as the window mullion (i, but under normai
loads they do no injury to any suriace. |

it will be observed that the hooks are, in all
embodiments of my invention, in substantially
direct contact with the face of the glass of the
window pane.

In the embcd1ment shown in Figs. 1 to 4, twc '
portions of the shelf are embossed downwardly.
One portion 12 is severed from the sheli proper
along one margin at {3 leaving a space into which.
the eye portion {4 of the bracket I5 may be
inserted to be retained frictionally therein as

shown both in Fig. 2 and Fig. 3.

Another downwardly embossed portion 6 is
apertured at 167 to recewe the hooked end 17 of
the bracket (5. o

The bracket may comprise a single piece of
wire having a berid at {8 where the wire is folded
upon itself. One leg of the wire is carried up-
wardly in -any desired convolutions for orna-
mental purposes to the eye 14 which is engaged .
within boss 12 as already described. . The other

.leg of the wire bracket is carried upwardly and

terminates in hooked end {7 which is.engaged in
the aperture {8’ of boss 16. Thereby both points.
of engagement of the bracket with.the shelf are
disposed -in recesses helow the shelf level where
they will nect. interfere with any ohject placed
thereon. -

Obviously the part1cular design of the shelf is -
immaterial. It is, however, desired that the shelf
pr‘eferal:::ls;r should have a back margin with por-

-tions in substantially rectilinear transverse align-

ment in order properly to engage the window
mullion or other support. The shelf may be sup-

ported on a chair rail or the like, or even on
spaced nails m a wall over which the teeth are-
engaged.

In the ccnstructlcn shown in Figs. b and 6, the
shelf 80 is similar to that already described, de-
sirably having the same type of marginal flange
at 70. However, the -bracket 150, instead of be-

“ing formed of & piece of wire is made of a stamp-._
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ing of somewhat similar outline in side elevation.
At its lower end, it has a portion 180 adapted to
engage the window glass 18 or any other vertical

surface below the mullion 1§0. At its upper end

the bracket 150 is provided with g laterally pro-
jecting ear at 170 which is thrust through a slot
20 in the downwardly embossed portion 150 of the

shelf 60.
The ear lies within the boss, thus interlocking

b

the bracket and.the shelf: At another. point:the: 10

bracket 150 is also provided with a laterally off--
set ear at 140. This, however, is not interlock-

ingly engaged with the shelf but merely abuts:
the lower surface thereof, being confined against:

lateral displacement by two small bosses at 120
and {2{ as best shown in Fig. 6.

Although small teeth like those shown. at 10.
in Fig. 3 are to be preferred, the device may al-;
ternatively be provided with one or more. wide:

chisel-like teeth 100 (Fig., 06).

It is"found: that: almost. any reasonable. load-
can be imposed on the.shelf of the device-without

in any way-dislodging the:shelf bracket from the

million..
is'loaded; the more secure will be-its‘engagement

with the: mullion: Although a.very definite-and
effactive connection:with the mullion results from.

the use of-the teeth . 10-or 188, it is found that no
damage. to.the mullion results even.though the

shelf is heagvily loaded. The width of . the mullion,.
within-all standard commercial limits; is immate--
rial, the bracket. providing adequate clearance-
and: vet returning to. the vertical plane of: the:

teeth {0.

In the:embodiment:shown in Figs. 7. to 12, in- .
clusive; both:.the shelf. portion and . the. bracket.
portiomn are.desirably molded. Plastic or.the like,.
such as any of the synthetic resins, is-a-suitable:

material.. The shelf .6{:has.at.its.rear or window-
adjacent. end, rearwardly projecting bosses: §i.

from.which:the.teeth {81 project-downwardly 1n-

substantial. contact with: the glass- of. the: win-

dow, the:teeth:being engaged with:any mullion,.
adjacent the glass or with: any suitable: support.
The teeth: are. conveniently formed-:

on & wall.
on-plates 102 which are apertured: Asbest shown
in Fig. 13;.the teeth are. conveniently and desir-

ably made with downwardly beveled rear faces-eX-

tending to the:apices:of the teeth at an anglewhich

may- approxXimate. 45?,.in the. devices:illustrated..
The general.proportions of . these.devices are.such-
thatthe resultantline.of thrust through the teeth.
Since: the.
teeth are. correspondingly: beveled, they tend. to-
engage thesuprorting:surface more securely than.:

ismat.an.angle of approximately 45°..

they. ' would.if: formed at any other. angle; If.the

proportions.of the:device are modified from-those:
illustrated,. it: is: desirable,, for:- the. best. results;.
that: the. bevel! of: the: rear. surface:of. the. teeth.
be: correspondingly - modified:to:conform, at-least:

in a general way, with the direction of the:re-
suitant. line: of: thrust 6.

In molding the.shelf 61, studs 103 are provided.

which . sre’ receivable into the- apertires: of. the.

plates {02 thereafter.being riveted; as by means.of:
a-hot.iron;.to form:a-head {04-which-anchors.the:

plate: 102 to.the:shelf ‘as best.shown:in . Fig..10..

.The: shelf- may conveniently be- reenforced: by:
161, 166 and {68 as best.
shown in Fig. 9, these providing a flowerpot.:

intersecting ribsiat (85,

supprort: which;. due to: flowerpot  irregularities,
is- more:apt to be:stable than a planiform: sur-
face. The pockets between:the: ribs. receive gnd.

retain: surplus: water: which. might: drip: from. a:

planiform. surface:.

In. Tact,. the: more heavily: the- device.
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Additional ribs at 122 and 123 enclose a slot
at 121 in which the boss {41 of bracket 151 is
receivable. The boss 141 has a forwardly pro-
Jecting tongue at 144 which engages the end of
the slot to limit further movement in the assem-
bly of the bracket with the shelf. In the final
position of the parts, the thickened side margins
142, (43 of the boss 141 lie intermediate the
ends of slot 121 in pressed fit engagement with
the sides ofithe slot. Ih this intermediate por-
tion of the slot, there is substantial resilient
yvielding of the side margins for the frictional re-
tention of the boss.

A: more positive interlock is provided hetween
the rear of the bracket and the rear of the shelf,
the bracket having a stud 171 headed at 172 and
the-shelf. having a.slot 161 between flanges 163
and 164, such flanges terminating to provide a
widened slot portion at 162 into which the head
{12 is receivable. The rear of this slot comes to
an:apex between the.ribs. 165 and 166, hut. this
1s: immaterial- to. the. result.

The  various” forms of the attachable- inter--
locking connection herein- disclosed:as a means
of. securing the bracket to the shelf are preferred
to & one-piece construction because they enable:
the- device. to' be: shipped with the parts disas-
sembled.. However, it is contemplated that with--
in' the scope of this invention any other desired.
means of connecting the bracket and shelf may
be: used:

The- several forms of my device are all. ex=
tremely- simple and inexpsnsive requiring: few:
parts and: very little- cost: of manufacture or:

-assenibly: In'fact; each is adapted to be shipped:

knocked. down; the: shelf and bracket being.
assembled by the: consumer. In each case, the:
bracket element:assembles: to:the.shelf in- such
a way as to provide a horizontal shelf and to.
locate the.glass-engaging terminus:of the brack-
et. 18. substantially vertically below the teeth.

L claim::

1. A bracket shelf comprising the combination.
with a- shelf plate having near its rearmost . ex-
tremily downwardly directed teeth, of 3 bracket,
connected. with the plate and extending there=-
beneath:and:having a terminus substantially in
the fransverse vertical plane of such.extremity:
and disposed for engagement with a vertical:
surface. beneath said. extremity.

2. The combination with a shelf plate provided.
adjacent one margin. with.teeth, said plate hav-
ing a .central portion-provided with spaced open--
ings-respectively- closer to and-more remote from.
said teeth, of a bracks=t having a terminal portion.
lying. beneath . the teeth: and having connecting
means. respectively- engaged. through- said open=--
ings and. securing: the bracket to' the plate, the
connecting-means .closest. to.the teeth having an.
offset portion.interlocked with the plate.against.
separation.therefrom when:the plate is subjected
to.load.

3. A device of the. character described. com-
prising. the: combination with g mold=d. shelf
having aligned slot means, one.of which. has.a
wide. portion. and. laterally spaced. flanges pro-
viding a narrower extension.from.-said: wide.por~-
tion; together. with.g.bracket having a.stud pro-
vided with a head receivable through the wide:
portion. and slidable into. interlocking: engagpe-
ment over said flanges, said brackei: havinz a
second- stud- receivable. into the other of said
slot-means. and. of. such: width. as to be engaged.
therein with. a: pressed. fit.

4.. A.bracket shelf. comprising: the.combination
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with a shelf plate having near its rearmost ex- | |

tremity downwardly directed teeth, of a bracket REFERENCES CITED

connected with the plate and extending there- The following references are of record in the

beneath and having a terminus substantially file of this patent:

in the transverse vertical plane of such extremity g . UNITED STATES PATENTS

and disposed for engagement with a vertical | |

surface beneath said extremity, the said teeth .Number ~Name Date

having rear faces substantially in said plane and 476,994 ES L June 14, 1892

beveled surfaces leading rearwardly to said faces. 1,156,129 Berger ____________ Oct. 12, 1915
' LUCIUS D. WATKINS., 30 1984602  Snyder ____________ Dec. 18, 1934
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