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UNITED STATES ??ATENT OFFICE

© 2,540,992
CONTAINER FOR HATS

George M, 'R!cﬁus Wilton, Conn., assignor to Hat
Corporation of Amevwa.. Nurwalk Conn., a cor-

- poration of Del&wa,re

Apphcatwn Nnvemherl 1949 Serml Mo. 124,187
(Cl 206—-—-8)

| 6 Claims.
| 1 :
- This invention relates to a package for packing
hats for shipment and storage without substan-
tially marking or distorting the brims of the hats.
- Heretofore in packaging hats, and particularly
soft felt hats, for shipment and storage, difficulty
has been encountered in that the hats which
are supported by the brim have, when taken from
the container, a ring on the brim adiacent the
crown which is caused by movement of the hats
on their supports. This movement also causes
8 distortion of the brim which is difficult to re-
move, particularly where the ha,ts hiave been
stored for a pzriod of time.
The present invention overcomes this dlfﬁ ultv

by providing a package in which the hats are-

heid against rotary and axial movement in the
container irrespective of the position of the con-
tainer.

- the support is held in the box against rotation
and the hats on the support are held against
‘movement by cc}operat}.on Gf the adjacent sup-
port.

A feature of the mventm*‘l resides in the struc-
ture of the box and the separate insertable ele-
‘ments therefor which may be stored in knocked-
down form and he readily assembied to form a
~relatively rigid structure. Further, the package

of the prasent invention can be made to accom-

‘modate any desired number of hats by assembling
the insertable spacers and hat suppo%s Wluh a
‘selected side wall.,

This is accomplished by providing hat
 supports and spacer members so correlated that

2

I'be' connected and folded on any pair of opposed
creases into a flat wall section for storage. How-

ever, when it is ready to use the box, the side
walis may be expanded to the position shown in
Fig. 2 wherein the panels have a predetermined
angular relation with respect to one another.
'The bottom .1l is shaped to conform to the ex-

- panded walls and is secured by any suitable
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In the preferred .fﬂrm of the 11'1ventwn the hox

is made octagonal so that it can he stored with

a minimum of wasted space between the boxes
and 2lso the bkoxes may be stacked on euﬂ* if
- regquired. |

Other features and advantaﬁes of the 1nven-

-~ tion will be apparent from the spscification and

claims when considered in cannectmn mt‘q the
drawingsg in which:

- is adapted to snugly
panels of the side wall.,

“rotation.

means to the bottom of the side walls such as
by glue, staples, combinations thereof or the like.
The top {2 is of the configsuration of the ex-
panded side walls and is formed with extensions
which may be secured together as shown in Fig. 2
to form a dependent flange 12q to overlie the top

- of the side walls of the box.

The package illustrated herein discloses the
packaging of three hats to a package. As will
be pointed out, however, this can be varlﬁd with
great simplicity as required.

After the bottom and side walls have been'
assembled, a wide spacer {3 is inserted. This

spacer is illustrated as a band or strip of light

cardboard or the like having its ends JOlItled by
suitable fastening means {3a to form an oval

“having-one edge engaging the bottom of the box

and the upper edge supporting an insertable hat
support 14. The hat support comprises a flat
piece of stiif cardboard, corrugated board or the
like having the edges thereof shaped to engage
the inner surfaces of the angulally related panels
of the side wall to be held in place thereby against
In the illustrated form of the inven-
tion, the suppm.t has an octagonal edge which
1t in and engage all of the
The support has a crown-
receiving aperture {5 in the cente1 The hat
support ig also prowded with a brim-engaging
member 15 Wthh is herein illustrated as located

~around the margin of the aperture 15 and com-

40
light material interlocked with the edges of the

Figure 1 shows a lonﬂltu&mal sectional view |

of the package with the hats p051t1oned thereln
ana

Pig, 2 s":ow's g horizontal sectional VIEW taken
along line 2—2 of Fig. 1. |

As shown in the drawings the packabe com-
prises a box having outer side walls 8, a bottom
{{ angd a top or cover {2 of cardboard, fiber board,
corrugated board or the like suitable box matz-
rial. The side walls are provided with creases
{80 extending lengitudinally thereof so as to
provide panels {8b. It is preferred to employ an
even number of panels, eight being shown. Tt
-will be readily apparent that such side walls can
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when the crown is in the aperture.
in Fig. 1 the height of the spacer I3 is suf

prises a shaped band of cardboard or the like

aperture and having the edges {64, 16D thereof
projecting on opposite faces of the hat support

and curved and split as shown in the drawing

to provide a resilient brim-engaging member, the
portion {6g¢ engaging the brim of the hat adja-
cent the crown and supporting the hat thereby
| AS | ShOWIl
icient
to hold the top of the crown out of engagement
with the bottom of the box. A second spacer {7

formed similarly to spacer 23 is then inserted
into the box to rest on the first hat support out-

- side of the hat sappmted thereon. A second

ob

s:tm:_tlal hat support lﬁ_ having the aperture 15




“and brim-engaging member 16 is _'i'l_lserted to rest
- on-and be supported by the upper edge of the

- second spacer. It will be noted from Fig. 1 that
- the second spacer. and the second support are
so correlated that the crown of the hat on the
- 'second support nests with the crown of the hat
. on the first support and the lower projection
~ {8b of the brim-engaging member engages the

“brim of the hat on the first support on the side
opposite the supporting

the hat from movemsnt by the light pressure.-

B applied. thereto by the member i8b. Another

. ~ spacer 17 is inserted to rest on the second hat -
| support and a third hat support (4 is inserted
15
- hevme a top, bottom and octegonally related side

to rest on the spacer.
engaging member 16b on the third support en-

face and effectively holds

- Here: agzin the brim-
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- ¢cetagonal construction, ‘may ‘be stored without
lost space between the boxes as is the case of
round or oval-boxes and lost space at the corner
10 inside the box when square boxes are used.
within the scope of the claims and portions of the
| 1mprovements may be used. WIthout others.. |

o gages the brim of the hat on the second support |

to hold it against axial and rotative movement. . -

The brlm-ene‘agme member 15¢ on the third

"'-'support it will be noticed, positions the brim

‘that the underside of the cover engages the same
and the third hat is held’ thereb:v agalnst a,xlol

and rotative movement.
o Spoclng means are promded between the thu'd'
-~ hat support and the top to prevent axial move-

- ment of the support.

other oval spacing band, it is at present preferred
- to provide spacing extencions 18 on the top hat
support to extend upwardly and e

-der-surface of the top when the latter is in posi-
tion to hold the top support in engagement W1th
'_the spacing means thereunder. |

FS
1

While this may be an-

engage the un-

a

_the spacing' and hat-supoorting inserts is of'the N
‘utmost simplicity so that they can be readily and
quickly assembled by unskilled help into the re-

quired package for safely stormg end shlppmg

felt hats. |
The aseembled packages, partlcularly When of

Varlatlons and modifications ‘may - be mede

- I claim: - :
1. A hat eontemer moludmg an oota.gonal box'

walls: an insertable octagonal hat support hav- .

ing edge portions to engage the inner surfaces
~ of the side walls of the box and be held thereby
o0 L
. of the third hat with relation to the cover so )

against rotetzon said hat support having a

‘crown-receiving aperture and a brim-engaging
‘member o engage the brim around the crown and

~ support 2 hat thereon with the crown in the aper-
- ture; a separate spacer insert disposed beneath

and positioning the support to hold the bottom of
the crown spaced above bhe bottnm of the box;

and means extending between the top of the box

- and the support adiacent the edge and holding
said support againzt axial movement in the box,

30

8aid hrime-en

o to hold the hat against axial movement.

Thus it will be seen that the supports and the -

: hats thereon will be effectively held against axial

or rotative movement in -the box and the only

pressure on the brims of the hats will be that ap-

~ plied by the light, resilient brim- -engaging mem-
i

bers on. the supports. This pressure is insuf
clent to mark the brim and since the hats can-

' _._.not rotate the brims will not be distorted.

- The present invention is of great Versatlhty

 sinee by the use of the broper height side wall
and/or the assembhng of the proper spacers and
~ hat supports therem packages supporting one,
- twoe, three or more hats may be formed. For exX~

| ample in the event that only a single hat is to
be boxed, the side walls will be of such a height

- that the top or cover of the box when in position
- will engage the upper face of the brim supported
- by a top hat support so that longitudinal move-
ment of the hat,.as well as rotative movement of

- the hat, is prevented. Similarly, if two hats are
to be storeo, it merely requires the proper height

| for the side walls to position the second or top
~ supports to locate the brim of the hat thereon

&0

2. A hat container including a box hzswmg a

ton, bottom and angularly related s_1de walls; a hat
3 support positioned within the box and having
“gngularly related edge portlons to engage the

inner surfaces of the side walls of the box and

be held thereby egamst_rota,tmn therein, said hat
~support having a crown-receiving aperfure and
‘being pvowded with a brim-engaging portion to

engage the brim around the crown and- support
a hat thereon with the crown in the aperture;

- separate spacer means disposed beneath the hat
- .support tG-engage the support adjacent the edge
, thereof and position the support in the box with
“the bottom of the crown of the hat thereon

~ spaced above the bottom of the box: and means
- extending between the top of the box and the

hat support and hold.mg seld support against
axial movement in the box, said brim-engaging

- portion poszitioning the brim adjacent the under-

~surface of the top to hold the hat agamst a,mal |

~ movement,

- O
il

in engagement with the underaurface of the top

Or cover,

~gularly reiated panels;

3. A hat COanlnﬂl moludmg 2. hox havmg |
tep, bottom and side walls creased to form an-'
2 first insertable
support positioned within the box and having

- angularly related edge portions to engage the.

From the foregomﬂ' it wﬂl be apparent that the -

hat supports are securely clamped in position be-

‘tween the top and bottom by the spacing mem-
bers and are held against axial movement as well

-as rotative movement.

6O |
- DOrt having a crown-receiving aperture and being

Furthermore, it has been found that the en-

gagement of the inner surfaces of the panels by

 the hat supports, which are spaced longitudinally
of the panels, reenforces the panels against col-

lapsmg or moving about the creases .out of their

redetermined angular positions and thus pro-

| 'Vmes a very rigid package.
Since the bands, hat supports, tOps bottorrs

~and sides may be all stored in flat condition, a sub-

. stantial saving of storage space fE}l e*npty pec.c-'
| -..:ages is effective.

FllI‘bI’lEl more, the aesemblmg of the boxes ond

Ainner surfaces of the side walls and be held

Thereby against rotation therein, said hat sup-

prowded with a brim- -engaging membel nro-
jecting from the support and engaging one face
¢f a hat brim around the crown and suppolt

& hat thereby with the crown in the aperture; -
a separate spacer band disposed bhetween the = -
‘bottom of the box and the first support and po~

sitioning the support so that a hat thereon will

- be located with the bottom of the crown spaced
akove the bottom of the box; a plurality. of ad-
ditional insertable hat supports bositioned in the -

- box, each having edge portions cooperating with
~ the walls to prevent rotation and having a erown-

75

receiving aperture and a brim-engaging mem-
ber pro;lectmg from the support to support 2

gaging portion positioning the brim
in ene:aeement with the undersurface of the top

hat -



2,540,092

.

hat thereon by engaging one face of the brim -
around the crown; separate spacer bands dis-
posed between the adjacent hat supports to po-

sition the supports so that hats thereon will be in-

nested relation,
the adjacent supports being located to engage
the face of the brim of the adjacent hat on the

the brim-engaging member on

face opposite to the face by which the hat is

suppoirted to prevent axial movement of the hats;
and means extending between the top of the box
and the adjacent hat suvport helding said sup-

ports against axial movement in the box, the

brimi-engaging member on the last-named sup-

10

- port positioning the brim of the hat supported

thereby in engagement with the under surface
of the top to prevent axial movement of said hat,
4. A hat container including a box having a

top, bottom and angularly related side walls: a
~ hat support positioned within the box and hav-
ing angularly related edge portions to engage the
inner surfaces of the side walls and be held

thereby against rotation therein, said hat sup-

port having a crown-receiving aperture and keing

provided with a brim-engaging member to en- -

gage one face of the brim around the crown and

support a hat thereon with the crown in the

aperture; spacer means disposed below the sup-

20

port to position the support and the hat thereon
with the bovtom of the crown spaced above the

bottom of the box; a second similar hat support
positioned in the box and having a crown-re-
celving aperture and a brim-engaging member

to engage the brim around the crown and sup-

30

port a second hat by one face of the brim: a

spacer band disposed hetween the two hat sup-
ports and positioning the second hat in nested

relation with the first hat with the brim-engag-

Ing member on the second support engaging the

brim of the first hat on the opposite face to

the brim-engaging member on the first support
to prevent axial movement of the first hat: and

means extending between the top of the box and

the second support adjacent the edge and hold-

- tween the adjacent hat supports and position-

49

.

~ thereon With'. the crown in the apercure; and
insertable spacer means disposed in the box and

holding the supports against axial movement in

the box with the crown of the bottom hat spaced
~above the bottom and the adjacent hats in nested

relation with the first hat, the brim-engaging

membper on the adjacent supports engaging the

brim of the lower hats to prevent axial move-
ment of said hats, and the brim-engaging mem-
ber on the top support positioning the brim of
the hat thereon in engagement with the under
surface of the top to prevent axial movement of
said hat. - |

6. A hat eonte,lner mcludmg & box having a
top, bottom and side walls creased to form an-
cularly related panels; a first insertable hat sup-.
port positioned within the box and having an-
gularly related edge portions to engage the inner

surfaces of the side walls and be held thereby

against rotation therein, said hat support hav-
ing a crown-receiving aperture and being pro-

vided with a brim-engaging member projecting -

from the support and engaging one face of a hat
brim around the crown and supporting a hat
thereby with the crown in the aperture; a spacer
band disposed between the bottom of the box and
the first support and pemtwnmg the support
and the hat thereon with the bottom of the -
crown spaced above the bottom of the box: a
plurality of additional insertable hat supports
positioned in the box, each having edge portions

cooperating with the walls to prevent rotation
and having a crown-receiving aperture and a
brim-engaging member projecting from the sup-
port and engaging the brim around the crown
and supporting a hat thereon by one face of
the brim; separate spacer bands disposed be-

ing the hats thereon in nested relation, the brim- -
engaging member on the adjacent supports en-
gaging the face of the brim opposite to the face

by which the hat is supported to prevent axial

‘ing said second support against axial movement

in the box, said brim-engaging member on the
second support positioning the brim of the sec-
ond hat in engagement with the under surface
of the top to prevent axial movement of smd

second hat.

9. A hatv container including a bex having a
top, bottom and foldable side walls creased to.

provide a plurality of angularly related panels:
a plurality of hat supports positioned within the

| box, each having angularly related edge portions
- to engage the inner surfaces of each panel to

45
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prevent unintentional movement of the panels

from said angular relation and be held by en-
gagement therewith against rotation therem -
said hat supports each having a er own-receiving

60

aperture and being provided with a brim-en-
-gaging member prejectmg from opposite faces
thereof, one projection engaging one face of the

._ brlm around the crown so as to support a hat

movement of the hats: and means extending

‘between the top of the box and the adjacent hat

support- holding said supports against axial

movement in the box, the brim-engaging mem-

ber on the last-named support positioning the
brim of the hat supported thereby in engage-
ment with the under surface of the top. to pre-—
vent axial movement of said hat.

GEORGE' M. RI'CKUS. '
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