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My present: mvention relﬁtes tcr shﬁul'cfer pad-
cl’ing for football piayers, and has for-its object:
to provide an improved shoulder armor that is
Hghter in weight and which- will giver more: com—
plete coverage and protection to-the-wearer; botly
from. the stafndpﬁin-t of" oﬁ"ensw’e &nd delensw&' .

plays.

3 Claims

(Cl; 2—-——-2)

| 2 ancf 3 connected: a,t their auter' ma;rgins by an:

arch: The top-edges of the- plates: are-curved: or:

rounded into-the inner-edge: of the arch to-form

- a neck line, as indicated by 4, adjacent: which

Hm

g%

A further object: of my invem:ian is. m pmduﬁe;_

- g shoulder pad with a one-piece Shﬁuldﬁr cap-ang

clipper whick: protects:the: player’s-shoulder bones H¥

regardless of the position- Gf his arnr er hunchmg"--

| of the shoulders

" StilF other objects and’ adv&nt&ges WIH beeﬁme--r~

the- arch is curved over the- shoulder as:a:con-

~ tinuation: of the plates, as ‘Shown at: 4% - The:
- width of the-arch is such that its outer edge qb
extends to-a point inr line- with- the outer- side-oft
the player’s arm and’ from this: point its edge is:

curv'ed inwardly to the outer edges-of the breast
1nnd back plates, as indicated in dotted lines &¢
1*r Flig: % This latter portion of the arch. is

- mculded to extend somewhat: above the plane of

| app&rent from: the following descriptmn of the

present invention Hustrated in- the* a;ecampanymg-;- i

dmwings in which:

Pigure 1'is°a front elevation raf a shaulder a,rmﬂr*- |
| | - used for this base; in- the interest of Hehtness and

‘resistance to crushing blows, moulded: fiber kas: .
¥ been found to be-very satisfactory for the intended:
- purpose. - Attached to the lower ends of thebreast.

embodying my present invention:
Plgure 2 is-a plan viewthereof.

- Pigure 3 is'a eentral eross sectionar vzew a»i' thf:'a_ '

- armvr' taken on line 3—3 of Pig. 2.

Figure 4 is a side view of the aarmtir shmmﬂr-- |

 the: cambin‘atiunf cay- and clipper piece n elevatedf

position. -
Similar reference characters in the sevemi ﬂg-r

ures indicate similar parts.

The conventional foothall body protector com-

prises a body portion to whick a padded shoulder

tl*re inuner arch: portion # as indieated at 44 .
The parts above mentioned are furm&d a5 o unit"

of r1g1d fiber or like material that can be: moulded:

g¢s & base in proper sizes: While leather may be

and back plates on their inner sides is & heavy:

| webbmg 32 which carries the weighit of the armor:

..;155-:

_cap is attached which leaves.an. opening between

the sule of the body and the. undersme: of. the 3

player’s arm Consequently when a pla,yer wear-
ing such a: proteeting: device: lifts:his arm, a vital

portion of the body is exposed Sllb,}e"'tlng the

and is so- arranged that the intermediate portion

thereof serves to hold the aforementioned areh. .

elevatad out of direct contact with: the: player’s

shoulder, as will be seen from an inspection: of -
Pigs. 3 and 4. To the inner surface of the:body

armor’ and- beneath the: weight earrying webbing:

-is =titched g foam rubber radding 5§ eneased in &
~ cloth: covering 6. For resistance: to- wear; a soft

- leather covering T encloses that: portior: of the: -

 padding-§ which may bear against the neck: of the: .

player to a greater possihility of. Injury upon. con-

tact with an opposing player: Dikewise, in the .

act. of bi‘cickmg‘ when the player's arm: 1§ HHfted
slicrhtl‘y and when he Is hit on the shoulder; fr-

jury sometimes occurs to the bones of the shoul-
der because of their wedge shapéd open space.

With these hazardous disadvantages of the

wearer when the shoulder pad is in use; This:

- padding extends well within:the- neclr curve: c;f the

arch as shown in Figs. 1 and 3 for the purpose .

off heltlirrg the armor: im place against any tend- |

ency to shift laterally:

40

'conventiona;l shoulder pad in mind, I have pro-

duced an armor which will effectively protect

the shoulder bones. This I accomplish by the use

of a one piece shoulder cap with a clipper con-

" ~ struction which is hingedly attached to the body -
| armor and has a wing portion that is always rest-

ing on the stiff breast plate portion of the body
member. The clipper and its win g is 80 de51gned

as to prevent an opening occurring at any time

between the different portions of the armor.
The entire protective assembly of my present

| invention consists of two similar halves, one of

which the right shoulder half is illustra,ted in the
_drawings In this half the armor comprises a

body member consisting of chest and bacl: plates

50

‘Referring now to F'iﬂ' 4. it Wlll be seen that m_*-_-_ o

order to protect the weaier from the results of
impact the paddmg is In spaced 1elatm~n with- '

. the shoulder portion of the body member.

- The point of the player’s shoulder where the
clavicie joins the humerus i is protected by a shoul-

‘dex guard 9. This part comprises the one piece
- cap and clipper feature which is an important
 feature of my present invention. It is attached -
to the lower and inner shoulder portion 4 of the

arch by means of a connectmg leather hinge 10

fixed to the guard by metal rivets ([ and to the =
~ shoulder portion by similar rivets 12. Bosses {3

- pressed into the fiber of a raised section 44 of

the areh acts as bearing points for the rivets §2.

 The guard 8 Is also formed of moulded fiber or'
53

thp like &nd has. a blister 15 30 located as tm be




I8 of foam rubber.

' 2;540 9‘52 '

3

directly ebove the outer end of the clavicle bone

- of the player when the pad is in use. This pre-~

vents even the lessened force of an impact blow

from being delivered directly to the bone.

in the normal position of the guard overlaps a
considerable portion of the front surface of the
 breast plate 2, as shown in Figs. 1 and 2. This
- wing 16 prevents the creation of any exposing

space between the outer edge of the breast plate
2 and the shoulder guard 9 When the pleyer s.

- arm is lifted in action. -

As best seen in Figs. 3 and 4 the lower surface_

of the shoulder eguard 8 is pedded to cushion the

- force of a blow delivered directly upon the guard.
This padding is comprised of two sections 17 and .
Section {71 is of crescent
shape and is etteched to the outer end of the
-20
~ the remainder of the suriace both sections being-
enclosed in a single cover of fabric and attached.
to the: gueld 5 by st1tchmg l9 as shown 1n Flgs

guard. The somewhat thinner section 18 covers

I and 2.

~The- febrlo cover. hes a lower helf 20 of loosely-

woven jersey to.confront the wearer’ s shoulder. -
In order to protect the player’s neck from

' ;"_-denger ous Or 1rr1tetmg edges of The essembly,:
~ band 2t of soft leather is stltched to the inner
~edge of the shoulder portmn 3 of the body mem-_

ber

- -for drawing together: the two halves of the. shoul--

. der pad assembly.

- ‘The entrre e.ssembly is ed;;ueted in a conven-
- tional manner to the player, by & webbmg strap

. -22 1o extend under -the arm and lec ng eyes 23

The
~ front end of the shoulder guard 8 is formed with
. an offset elongated wing or projection 16 which

. L !
-, - 3 - L. =
o . . .|. -t a = . ' r -
. e
. . - . - L]
1 LI T - - -
- r . - - 1 - - 4
- -, = . - Fl - . .
o . [l i ' r 1
F .r -

shoulder portlons seld shoulder portlon belng_

adapted to extend from adjacent the neck to the
outer end of the collar bone of the player, &
shoulder guard comprising a continuous piece of
material having downwardly extending portions
on the front and back thereof, said guard being

‘pivotally connected to said shoulder portion and '

 extending outwardly over the outer end thereof,
said guard having an outer edge which is adapt-

10

15

ed to cover the upper -énd.of the arm a.nd the_'
outer end of theé shoulder. - |

2. A shoulder pad comprising a body memberf
_'mcludme chest, back and shoulder portions, said
- shoulder portion extending outwardly to the end

of the collar bone of the wearer, a raised bearmg

. surface on said shoulder portion, a continuous

piece of material forming an integral cap and

_clipper assembly, said assembly being pivoted to
- the said shoulder portmn and extending outward-

ly over the outer end thereof and covering the

upper end of the arm- and the outer end of the

- shoulder, said assembly having an UﬁSEt wing por-

25

tion which extends downwardly and overlaps in o
- part the chest portion to prevent the formation
of a space between said assembly and breast por-.

- tion when: the player’s arm is. elevated

* including chest, back and shoulder portions, said
30
~ to lie adjacent the player’s neck and an outer edge

3. In a shoulder pro:;ectwe device for a' foot-,;:f
ball player, the combination of a body member

shoulder portion having an inner edge adapted

: ‘adapted to lie adjacent the end of the player’s

collar bone, a raised. bearing surface on:said

| shoulder portmn an mtegral cap and chpperé.

35

From. the foregoing desorlp‘tlon 11:. Wlll be seen',__
the;t by providing a shoulder pad essembly with

and laterally extending end overlying the. chest

~ the trapezius muscle. This is not only a pro-

~ tection to.a tender portion of a player’s anatomy,
~ “but extends the area oi shoulder-body armor
through whlch power can be delivered ln of'fen--

~ sive plays.

- & one piece shoulder guerd having a downwardly

L 40
- portion of the body member I am able to pre-

- vent the forming of a gap in front of the under

- arm of the player adjacent the chest either when

- -the arm is’ raised away from the body or the
- shoulder itself raised Vertlcelly by contraction of

45

50

While a pr eferred form of the 1nvent1on has

without departure from the mventxon as deﬁned
-- :in the eooended olelms L
© - T elaim: v :

1A shoulder ped for a, footbell player comprle--- :

_' ' mg a body member includmg breast back end

A ¥ B
=t v
3
‘
}

member formed from a continuous piece of mate-.

rial, said cap and clipper member: heing p1vota.lly-i.. o
| connected to said shoulder portron edJecent the

inner edge thereof and extending outwardly over.
the outer edge thereof and covering the upper -

end of the arm end the outer end of the collar

bone, said cap e,nd cllpper member hevmg an oﬁ‘-j

set. wing which extends downwerdly and overlaps
in pert said. chest- portmn and is so const1 ucted to
overlep the chest portlon when the player S erm.-_--"

b ig eleveted | :
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