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_This invention relates, as indicated, to ma-
chines for scrubbing rugs, floors and the like, but
has reference more particularly to improvements
in machines of the rotary brush type, such as
‘that disclosed in my prior U. S Patent No.

2.717.617.
- In machines of the aforesmd tvpe, pmvided
~ with rotary brushes, the weight of the machine is
~usually sustained by the bristles of the brush.
 These bristles, when dry, are sufficiently rigid,
so that collectwely, they sustain the weight of the

Fig 1 is a perspective view of a machine have
mg incorporated therem the novel features of the
invention: -

Fig. 2 is a fragmentary plan view of the frontf
portion of the machine, showing, in approxi-
mately full-size, the novel features of the inven-

- tion;

machine in a desirable manner without injury -

to the brush. After the bristles become wet,
however, either dur‘ng or after use of the ma-
chine, the ends of the brist'es lose their rigidity,
and the weight of the machine causes such ends
of the bristles to become bent or curled, thereby
‘materially reducing the cleaning or scrubbing ef-
ficiency of the brush, and inecreasing, in many
cases, the time required for cleanmg or scrub-

ing.
It is a primary Ob‘!ECt of the nresent 1nvent10n
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Fig. 3 is a fragmentary elevational view of the
front porfion of the machine, showmg the nuvel

features of the invention, and

Fig, 4 is a fragmentary cross-sectmnal view,,

| taken on the line 4—4 of Fig. 2.

Referring more partmularly to the drawing, a
machine of the type to which this invention re-
lates, includes a dome-shaped base or cover f,
which is preferably made from an aluminum ecast-
ing, and which is adapted to be propelled along
the: floor or rug by means of handles 2, the

handles being connected to the base or cover |
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to provide means which is effective to sustain or

carry the weight of the machine after the ma-
chine has heen used, or between periods of the
machine’s active use, whereby the weight of the
machine need not be suztained primarily by the
bristles of the brush while the brush is wet.
Another object of the invention is to provide

~ means of the aforesaid character which can be :

easﬂy and aquicly placed in position or use, and
which, when not in use, can be locked or held 1r_1
a position in which it does not, in any way, in-

terfere with the oneration or use of the machine.
A further object of the invention is to provide :

means of the aforevaid character which consists
of a minimum number of parts, which are inex-

- pensive t¢c manufacture and which can be read-
ily assembled and disassembled.,

A still further object of the invention is to prou
vide a novel finger-hold or hand-hold in a ma-
chine of the character described, whereby tilting
of the machine to facilitate placement in use of
~ the aforesaid weight-sustaining means is greatly
facilitated., |
- Still another ob;;ec:t of the invention is to pro-
vide ‘means for- famhtatmg handlmg and stee1-
ing of the machine. |

Othel objects and advantages of the 1nventicm
will be apparent during the course of the follow-
ing description.

In the accompanying drawings, formmg a
part of this specification, and in which like nu-
merals are employed to designate lll:e parts
| .threughout the same, |

g,
Cat

by means of tubular members or conduits 3 which™
serve to convey the various cleaning fluids- {from

a tank (not shown) to the interior of the base

or cover, and thence to the rotatmg brush 4 of
the machine. The movement of the machine.

2 along the floor is aided by means of rollers or

wheels 4’, which are carried by the base Or cover
of the machine. o |

‘The brush, in this mstance is housed within.
the base or cover | in such a manner that the
major portion of the bristles thereof projects
below the lower edge of the base. The brush 4 is
supported by means of the shaft of an electric

~ motor 5, which, in turn, is supported by the base
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~ disposed adjacent the front faces of the lugs 8

or cover, the motor, when energized, imparting
a rapid rotary movement to the brush. During.
such rotation of the brush, various cleaning fluids
are fed to the brush, preferably in the ma,nneri’
described in my aforesaid patent. =
Projecting forwardly from -the base or coverf
of the machine, and preferably- cast mtegrally
with such base or cover, is a pair of parallel lugs®
6 and T, in which pivot pin 8 ‘has its ends rig-
idly secured. The pin 8 has pivotally secured to

~the mid-portion thereof, a handle-shaped mem-
= ber 9, which forms  the ‘weight-sustaining or

welght-carrymg means of the present invention.

Means are also provided for the purpose - of
Iatching or lockmg the aforesaid weight-sustain. |
ing member 9 in either its operative or inOpera- |

tive posj.tmn

Such means includes a ﬂat plate IU which is

and T and extends parallel with said faces, the

~ plate bemg pivotally secured to the lug 8 by means

of & screw II whereby the pl&te m&y be svnmg




between the positions shown in solid lines in Fig.

2,540,933

3 and the position shown in breken lines m seld '_ |

~ figure.

The pia,te i0 is provided in its lower edge.

with a notch or recess 12, which is adapted to

receive & -loeking screw . I3 whieh is secured to
the lug T, and the head of which serves to pre-
vent dlspleeement of the plate 108 from the p051-

tmn shown in. sohd lines in Fig. 3.
The plate 10 is also prowded at its upper edge

 with a forwardly extending ledge or flange 14,

which forms a finger-piece for facilitating move-

ment of. the_ plate 10 between. the p051t10ns shewn. .

in Fig. 3.

- When the weight- sustemmg member 9 is: net:-]

 in use, it is swung upwerdly about the pivot pin.

9 to the position shown in broken lines in Fig,

4. In order to permit such movement of the
- member 9, the plate 10 is first swung about the:

serew 11 frem the peeitlen shown in solid lines
in. Fig. 3 to: the position shown in broken lines,
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“invention, herein deSeribed, is to be taken as a

preferred example of the same, and that various
chanees may be resorted to without departing

from the spirit of my mvenuon or the scope of

the subijoined claims.
- Having thus described my ineentien; I claim:
1. In a machine of the character described, a

| bmsh casing, a brush revolubly mounted in said _'

casing, said brush having an exposed portion
below said casing, means for elevating the casing

to support said brush out of contact with the

floor, said means comprising a pair of spaced
lugs extendmg laterally from the casing, a pivot

pin mounted in said lugs and a casing sustain-

ing member pivotally movable about said pin

between said lvgs, a pivoted latching member

comprising a. plate pivoted to one of said lugs

~ and a headed projection mounted on the other
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‘and is temporarily supported: in the broken-line

~ position by means of a stop pin 15 which pro-
jects ferwerdly from the lug 6, directly below
the screw L. Thereafter the member 8.is swung

upwardly: to the broken-line pesition in: Fig. 4,

~after which the latch plate 10 is returned to- then -

position shown: in PFig. 4, in which position it

is: effective to prevent the member 9-from fell—-

ing back to its initial position. |
- After the machine has been: in Use “and. the

brlstles of the brush have beeeme web the plate

10 is moved to the broken-line. peeltlen in Fig.

3, permztatmg the member 9 to be swung about.
'_the pin 8 to a lower pesition. In order to bring
‘the member @ to: the solid line position of Kigs.
3 and 4, however, it is necessary to. lift. the front.

 portion of the machine base; I, tilting it slightly-
In order to
a, ﬁnger-held,

IB is' formed in. the ba,se or egover (. such finger-

about -the. axes of the Wheele 4’
_f acilitate, vhis tiltrmg mevement

held being-. centeured to receive the fingers: of

-one hand and to. eneble the front portion: of the
machine to he elevated sufficiently to permit the
| 'membel 9 to. be moved to. its operative position..
-nger-held 16 also serves to facilitate Hft--
ing or carrying of the machine for: other pur-

"Ehe:

- poses: - After-the: member 9 has been moved to

 its operative pesition; it is loeked in such rosi-
- tien by-lowering: the leteh plate 10 te the position

shown. in: Fig. 4.

"The member & and the wheels. 4" thus ceect te-_
lift the brush. from. the. floor sufficienfly, when
113 is-not in use. (see. Fig 3), to. relieve the bristles
~ of the brush. from: suppertmg the weight of the.
machine. This prevents: the- ends of the wet.-
brlstles from becemmg bent. or: eurled, and. pre-.
serves the eleening or scrubbing effi c1eney of the-.-

brueh increasing also. the life. thereef

2 73 will: be. noted. thet the: tubuler membele 3 |

;ere- ‘connected to.the housing or cover: I at.points
-speced along the periphery of the cover.

It. has:
been found that by providing two such. members,

of said:lugs, said headed projection being adapted

to engage said plate and prevent displacement
of the: latter relative to the lugs and. said plate

being- piveted. for movement across the path of
pivotal movement of the casing sustaining mem-

‘ber to lateh said member in Operetwe or mop-.-

eretwe position. - | o
2. In a machine of the cha,racter descubed a

brush casing; & brush revolubly mounted. in said

- casing- and hayving: a. portion exposed below the
lower edge of the easing, wheels carried by said

30:

cacing at one side thereof, means carried by

said casing at the eppeosite side thereof and mov-
ahle to & position parallel with the side of said
brush and extending below the lower edge. of
the brush to support the same out of contact with

- the floor and also movable to an inoperafive

- position: in Wthh it. extends in the opposite di-

| 1ectmn seld_. means - comprising an: elongated |

40

spaced in this manner, instead. of a single: mem-~-

ber connected to-a. smgle pelnt in the: periphery.
of said. cover, it becomes easier to handle and

eteee the meehme or: rather the rotating: brush.
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It is to be. understeed thet the form. of my

L J
.......

- Num‘*er

rigid: finger having front. and.rear sides, means.
for: pwotmg said finger to said heusmg, and &
pivoted latch carried by the housing and en-
eaging one or the other of said faces to lock the

ﬁ*lger in elthe.:. of 1ts positions.
RS JOSEPH D CONWAY
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