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5 Clelms

This inventien'reletes to a stackable table, .

and mere particularly to a table having a fold-

ing leg structure such as are used as serving
tableg in hotels, restaurants and clubs, and which

-are usually pr emded with a foldable leg structure |
so that the tables may be stored 1171 e minimum,

of space when not in use.

- the inverted shallow #$ray either 4o the lower

When folding leg tables ere stered away durmg '

periods when they are not in use they are either

laid one upon the other, or they are stood up on

to denting, scratehing and general deterioration.
Furthermore, if a considerable number of such

tables are stacked one upon the other, and if:
- they are not carefully stacked, the upper tables
- in a stack may easﬂy fall eﬁ" and be demaged.
. in falling. |

Regardiess of the way in
which they are stored, the surfaces are subject

10

“the entire folding

2

tmy T_.H feldmg leg structure is se eured Within

surface ¢f the top member, or to the interior sur-
face of the side rails. The side rails are pro-
vided with stacking elements and are of such

depth that when the leg structures are folded

in against the under-surface of the top member,

leg structure lies within the
depth of the side rail members so that there 15'

no inferference with tne stacking elementis.

Thus, In the drawings there is shown 3 table

~ having a top mermber {8 which may be of any de-

15

With the feregelng eensmeretlons in mind it '

is an object of my invention to prewde a table
of the class mentioned, having a construetlen

whereby a number of such tables may be stacked

- one upon the other in a secure and steady stack
whereby the danger of upper tebles m the steck
‘sliding off is eliminated.

It is another obiect of the. mventlon te Pro-
vide a table construction whereby a plurellty of
tables having folding legs may be stacked upon
- each other without damage to the top surfaces

thereof and without damage to the side edges.
| These and other objects of the invention which
will be apparent to one skilled in the art upon

that construction and arrangement of parts of

which the fellewmg is an : exemplary embed1--

ment.

Reference is mede to the drawmgs formmg a

part hereof and in which:

- plary only and that
-made of a single piece of weed metal, plastic or

reading these specifications are accomplished by

Figure 1 is a side -elevational Vlew ef a table

-according to the. mvent'ion Wlth the legs mj-;w

- tical direction and of less width in a lateral di-
~ rection, than the

- erected condition.-

Figure 2 is a greatly - enla,rg'ed fregmentery,
- CrosS~- seetlene,l wew teken on the 11ne 24—2 of

Figure 1.
Figure 3 is a

'_ condition.
~ PFigure 4 is a be‘ttem pla,n view of 2 table Wlth

~ the legs in folded condition as in Figure 3, and

Figure 5 is a fragmentary cross-sectlona,l view

taken on the line 5—5 of Figure 3, and showing

how these tables may be stacked.

side elevatmna,l wew of Q, table --
according to Fi igure 1 Wlth the legs in felded_

sired material, although it is here shown as being
of laminated Weod The side rail members are
indicated at (i, and the side rail members may
be provided with the mortices 12 to receive tenons

- i3 provided along the edges of the top member

(8. The side rails may be mitered together at" |

~ their corners as indicated at {4.
20
ample only and it will be clear that as to the

The above deseribed stmebure is by way ef e"{-

details heretofore mentioned, they are exem-
the top may if desired he

ther suitable material, . -
The leg members 15, mey be of any emtable

N 'fem and may be nrovided with any conventional
© folding
- generally at 8.
forms no part of the present invention it will

and locking mechanism, as indicated

Sinee the specific leg structure

1t will be understood
in the embodiment shown the leg

be not described in detail.
that while

structures are secured to the insides of the side

rails #1, they could, if deee ed be secured to the

. end surfe.ee of the top 8.

The side rail members are reebeted at t‘leu,-
upper and outer edgss as 1ﬂd1uﬂt@@ at 17, and

ere also rabbeted at their lower and inner edges

5 indicated at §8. It will be ohserved that the

.upper rabbets {7 are of greater depth in 2 ver-

lower rabbets 18, and it will

" also be observed that the depth of the side rails

W
) S
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Briefly, in the practice of the invention there

- is provided a table having top and side rail ele=-
. ments which together define an inverted shallow

[1 between the bottom surface of the top mem- |
ber 16 and the horizontal surfaces of the rab-

bets 8, is such that when the legs are in folded
condition they, tegethel with their folding and

locking structures, lie entlrely between the lower

surface of the top member {0 and the herlzentalf.f -
pertiens of the rabbets 18.
Thus, when two or more tebles accerdmg to'

the invention are stacked one upon the other as

shown in Figure 5, the leg structure 15 of the
upper. table does not contact the upper surface

‘of the top member 10, of the next lower table. '




- -gondivion,

3

The herizontai 'portlon of the rabbet 18 of the
upper table rests upon the upper edge of the rail
! of the next lower table, and by virtue of the

 relationship between the rabbets 1T and {8, the

downwardly depending edge portion of the side

rail 18a does not contact any portion of the next'_

lower table, as will clearly be seen from an in-
.spectmn of Figure 5

In this way any convenient number of tables
may be stacked one upon the other without dam-
age to the surfaces of the tables or to their side

- edges, since the side edges do not normally con-

tact the edjacent table. The depending edges
18a prevent the upper table from: sliding -off a
lower table by virtue of the trabbets |7 ‘of the
next lower table.

Tt will be seen that there is provided-a table
of extremely simple construction which may be
made as light or as sturdy as the usage to which
it will be put demands, and that a number of

- such tables may bestored in a minimum of-space

“without damage to the finished surfaces thereof.
It will be clear that numerous modifications
may he made without departing from the spirit
of the invention and that no limits are intended
other than those set forth 1n the claims whmh
follow., |
~ Having now fully dESCI‘led the mventmn what
~ fds-claimead as new and what is desu*ed to be se-
cur ed by Letterg Patent is: -
~ 1, A table’ecomprising a top member navme' side

8,540,849

"y, - - L

lower inner edges, said upper rabbets being of
oreater depth, vertically, and of less depth, lat-

~erally, than sald lower rabbets, a folding leg

bt

10

structure for said table secured thereto within
the region defined by said side rails and top mem-
ber, the depth of said side rails from the lower
surface of said top member to said lower rab-

‘bets between said notches being greaier- than

the width of said-leg structure in folded condition,

“so that said leg structure in folded condition lies
entirely between said top member and said lower
rabbets, whereby a plurality of said tables may
be stacked upon each other by inter-engagement

. ‘of'said rabbets.

15

20

25

30

~rails, said side rails having longitudinal notches |

along thelr

 lower inner edges, said upper notches being of
greater depth, vertically, and of less depth, 1at-.

notches, a folding leg
<tructure fer said table secured thereto within

erally, than said lower

than the width of said leg structure in folded

‘so that said leg structure in folded
.condition lies entirely above said lower noiches,
whereby a ‘plurality of said tables may be stacked

- upon-€ach other by inter- engagerﬂ ent of SEle up-

per and lewer notches.,

- :2.°A table comprizsing a, top member hevmg side

~per outer edges and along their

-slots ~along their upper inner
‘member: having tenons along its sides, eald tenons

4. -5 table cemprlsing side rails and 5 tep mem=-

ber secured ‘thereto, said side rails being rab-
beted .along -their upper outer edges and along

their lower inner edgeas, said upper rabhets be-

ing of greater depth, vertically, and of less depth,
iaterally, than said lower rabbets, a folding leg
sstructure for-said table secured to said side rails
“on their sinner sides, -the depth of said side rails
“from -the lower surfiace of said top member 1o
-=aid lower ‘rabbets between said notches being
‘sreater than the width of said leg structure in
Tolded :condition,

so that said leg structure Iin
folded condition lies entirely between said top

“member:and said lower rabbets, whereby a plu-~
rality-of said tables may be stacked upon each
‘other by interengagement of.said rabbets.

5.°A table‘comprising side rails having mortise
sides, .and a top

~eneaging in-said mortise slots and said-side rails

35

' the region defined by said side rails, the depth of |

- said side rails between said notches being greater  ‘andiof less-depth, laterally, than said lower rab-

40

“heing mitered together at their-corners, sald side
rails ‘being -rabbeted along their upper -outer
edges and along their lower inner -edges, said

upper rabbets being of greater depth, ver tically,

bets, a folding leg structure for-said table secured

to sald side rails on-their inner-sides below said

~top:member, the depth of said side rails from the

45

rails, said -side rails having longitudinal notchies

alonz their upper outer edges and along “their

lower 'Inner -edges, said upper notches being -of

greater depth, vertically, and of less depth, lat-
erally, than Sgid lower notches, a folding leg
-structure for said table secured to sald side rails
“on their inner sides, the depth of said side rails

between said notches being greater than the width

of said lez structure in folded condition, so

‘that said leg structure in folded condition lies en-
tirely above said lower notches, whereby -a plu-

rality of said tables may be stacked upon each

" other by interengagemernt ef sald upper and
- lower notches.

3. A table comprising: elde rails a,nd a top mem-
“ber'secured thereto, said side rails being rabbeted
"along “their upper outer edges and along their

lower ssurface of said -top member -to said lower
‘rabbets between said notches being greater than -

the width of said leg structure:in-folded condition,

&0 that-said leg structure in folded cendltlen lies '
~entirely-between-said top member. and eazd lower

rabbets, whereby .2 plurality of said tables may

50 -

| ee

he stacked upon-each ether by mtelengagement

of raid lebbets
| CARL WALKER
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