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This invention relates to an improved construc-
tion of clothespin and constitutes an improve-
ment on my prior TU. S. Letters Patent No.
1,992,863, issued February 26, 1935 entitled
Clothespin and has for its primary object to pro-
vide a clothespin embodying the improvements
and advantages of said aforementioned patent
and which is of g much simpler construction com-
prising fewer parts and capable of bteing- more
economically manufactured and sold, yet which
will be equally as durable and ef_mlent for its in-
tended purpose.

Still a further and very 1mportant object of

the invention is to provide a novel connection be-
tween the jaws of the clothespin and its resilient
means whereby when the -jaws are spnread for in-
sertion onto a clothesline and clothes therein, as
the line and portion of the clothes engaged there-
by is moved inwardly between the jaws, said jaws
will assume a closed position -at their outer ends
- for effectively retaining the clothesline and
clothes in engagement therewith. | |
Still another object of the invention is tO pro-
V1de a clothespin which is so constructed that the
clamping action imparted by the jaws will be
transmitted primarily to a portion of the jaws dis-
- posed below a clothesline engaged thereby for
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member 9 which may be formed of wood, plastic

or any other suitable material, and a spring de-

vice, designated generally 18. -
Each of the jaws § comprise an elongated bar

- which is relatively wide and thick and which is

provided in its outer side {{ with a groove 12 hav-
ing an upper enlarged end which opens outwardly
of the upper end 13 of said jaw 9 and a lower,
opposite end (4 which extends transversely of.
the jaw 9 and opens outwardly of one side edge
thereof. ' The opposite side edge of the jaw 9 is
provided with an upper exténsion or ear |5 which

- projects above the upper end 13. The jaws 9, as
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pest seen in Figures 1, 2 and 3 are provided with -
inner substantially flat sides {6 which are normal-
ly disposed in abutting engagement when the
clothespin 8 is not in use and which inner sides
or surfaces 16 are provided with beveled or flared
outer ends T which diverge with réspect to one:
another to form the entrance mouth of the.
clothespin 8 adapted to receive a clotheslme IB
therein, as illustrated in Figure 1. - |

The spring device {0, as best illustrated in Fig-
ure 7, is formed from g relatively heavy gauged

25 strand of resilient wire the intermediate portion

clamping the clothes beneath the line rather than

for clamping the clothes against the line.
Various ovher objects and advantages of the
invention will hereinafter become fully apparent
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from the following descrlptmn of the drawing,

iNustrating a presently preferred embodiment
thereof, and wherein:

Figure 1 is g side elevational view of t‘le clothes-
pin showing the jaws in a fully closed position:

Figure 2 is g similar view showing the jaws be-
ing initially opened by engagement of a clothes-
line therewith: |
| Figure 3 is a view similar to Flﬂ‘urﬂs 1 and 2 but
showing the jaws in the position which they will
- assume after the clotheslme has assumed a fully
applied position: -

Figure 4 is an edge el-evatmnal view of the
clﬂthespln |

Figure 5 is. an enlarged cross sectional view
thereof taken substantially along a plane as in-
dicated by the line 5—5 of Figure 4:

Figure 6 is an enlarged perspectwe view of one
of the clothespin jaws. and

Figure 7 is a- IJ‘“I‘SpectIVE view of the clothespin
spring.

Referring more spemﬁca]ly to the drawing, the
novel clothespin in its entirety and which is desig-
nated generally 8 includes two corresponding jaw

of which is looped to provide a spring coil (9
from which the terminals of the strand project
from opposite ends of the convolutions of the coil
{9 to form corresponding downwardly extending
legs 20 having inturned terminals 2{ which ex-
tend in opposite directions with respect to one
another. The legs 20 are spring biased by the

- coll 19 toward one another.
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The spring device {2 is disposed with the coil
above and adjacent the ends {3 of the jaws § °
and with the legs 29 engaging in the grooves

12 and with their angular terminal portions 21

engaging in the transverse groove portions 14, as
best illustrated in Figure 4. With the spring
legs 20 thus disposed in engagement with the
grooves 12 the spring coil {§ will bhe disposed
in substantially an upright pocsition above the
ends 13 of the jaws 9 and with portions thereof
positioned between the ears 185 which will thus
funetion in cooperztion with the grooves 12 to
prevent lateral displacem:nt of the spring de-
vice 10 relatively to the jaws 8 and thus Pro-
vide an eflicient construction of clothespin em-

bodying only three parts, the two jaws 9 and
the spring device 0.

The clothespin 8 is lllustrated 111 F1gures 1, 2
and 3 being applied to a clothesline {8 and it
will be: readily apparent that the clothesline.
would ordinarily be coverzd by clothing or other
articles to be held suspended thereon by the
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clothespin 8 and which is not shown. The

clothespin 8 is initially positioned over the line
18, as illustrated in Figure 1 and as the clothes-

pin is pressed downwardly onto the line 18 the
lower ends of the jaws 9 will be spread out-

wardly pivoting at the upper portions of the-

abutting -surfaces 16 and spreading the legs 20
by engagement of the intermediate portions of
the jaws 9 with the leg portions 21. As the jaws
move downwardly: over-the clothesline+18 to:a
position.where:i thie clothesline: is' in. glienment
with the terminals 21 of the spring device 18,

sald jaws will pivot on said terminal portions:
21 to assume a substantially parallel positici.

and as the clothespin is further forced down-

wardly over the line I8 this pivotalimovenient-
will continue causing. the lower portions of the.

Jaws to move into abutting engagement®adja-
cent the flared surfaces I17. It will thus bereads
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ily apparent that if a. piece of clothing, not 20

shown, is suspended. from. the line (8 it _will be.
cldmped by the jaw.surfdces .18" adjacent. their
lower—ends so” that the- -principal clamping ac-
tion on the clothing will 'be below. the clothes-
liie - 18.° It will'’also “be" readily. apparent that
contrary to-conventional clothespins. where there

is a tendency f6r the clothespin to disengage it

self the spring:device 18 'will exert a spring biag-
ing ‘action-on the jaws 9 it such a. manner.as to.

urge-the-clothesline - 18 inwardly. of “said” jaws. 1,0{

when it’is disposed:iabove the level ‘of .the Spring .
terminals ‘21 so that there will ‘be no. tendency.
of-“the clothespin to~disengage itself from the-
line-or the clothes engaged-thereby.and a posi-
tive férce 'will ‘be  required to cause the. Sprmg
legs-20-to yield outwardly to. permlt the jaws 9.
to: disengage from the line.

The coil ‘19 ‘comprises a- plurallty of ‘convoll-

tions, preferably two  which" are. contractile for.

biasmg thelegs 20 toward one -another to urge
the-jaws tg-g:-closed pos:[tmn - The extent that
the coil~[9 is- wound can vary dependmg upon. .
the requirements of’its use.”. For holding heavy

material -where-g- cﬂnsldera,ble Spring . pressure.

is required, the coil 'I9is wound. tighter than for
use in-holding-lighteér ‘mateérials.
Various:-modifications-and changes are- con-

templated‘and- may- obviously beé - resorted 10, .
without ! departing ~from -the spirit or scope of .
the-invention as heremafter defined by the. 8Pz

pended:- claims. |
I'claim-as my invention:

1. Atclothespin - comprising a~ pair “of corre<
sponding jaws each having a groove in its outer
side;: a - spring device:- ‘comprising “a: sSpring "coil.
" “havins: ‘legs projecting from .each  end" thereof,
said/legs engaging :the grooves “of the “jaws and..
being spring ‘biased - toward-one another for nor-

mally - holding --the -opposite,  iriner-sides “of. the
jaws in- abuttmg engagement; the termma,l por=

tions of- the ‘spring “legs forming “pivots for- por<~
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tions of -said grooves onwhich' the jaws pivot -

relatively-to the-legs whereby the- Jaws will be-
caused to-move- to closed- position:” benedth:.a.
clothesline or the like-as it“is ‘mioved- ‘upwardly.

between said jaws: said' grooves extending longi-

tudinally of “the -jaws and opening outwardly of
correspondingends thereof,"each of ‘said. grooves -

having :an~angularly -disposed- opposite end ex-

tending . transversely of -the “jaw,” and- said legs

~ having elongated portions engaging -the longitu=<
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dinallyextending portion-of said grooves'and be=

ing :normally spaced: from:the beds of said- lnngl-'f

tudirial: groove portions, and said termmal ‘por-- |

| 4 |
tmns of the: legs being angularly disposed rel-
atively to the elongated leg portions for engag-

ing the transyersely disposed ends of the grooves.

2. A clothespin comprisiig a pair of dorre-
sponding jaws each havirg a groove in itS outer
side,. a spring device comiprising a spring coil
ha,vmg legs® projecting from each end thereof;
said legs engaging the grooves of the jaws and
being spring biased toward oné another for nor-
mally 'holding: the opposite;: inner:sides: of - the
jaws in-abutting-engagement, the-terminal por-
tions of the spring legs forming pivots for por-
tions of said grooves on which the jaws pivot
relatively to the legs whereby thé jaws will be

5 caused to move to closed position bkeneath s

clotheslineg:or:the like as it is moved upwardly
between said jaws,. said srooves extending longi-

tudinally-of ‘the-jdws and opening outwardly of

corresponding ends thereof, each of said grooves
having an angularly disposed opposite. end ex-
tending. transversely. of..the.. jaw, .and -said legs

“having..elongsted _poirtions. engaging-.the longi--

tudmallym extending- pmtmns of -said-grooves.and.

being:. narmally spaced . from. the.beds of . said
longltudmal grogve .portions;. and said.terminal

portions of the legs being angulariy. disposed rel-
atlvely to_.the.elongated leg. p-ortlons for engag-
ing the transversely disposed ends of the greoves,.
said grooves . cooperating: with. the l:gs -for re-
taining the jows properly positioned with. respect
to.one.another and -to.the- spring device..

3. A clothespin comprising a pair. of . corre= -
sponding ‘jaws each.having .a groove in. its outer
side, .a . spring _device comprising .a spring coil-
having legs. projecting. from .each. end thereoi, .
said legs. engaging the.grooves of the jaws and .
being spring biased toward.one another for nor-
mally . holding  the .opposite, inner sides of .the-
jawsin . abutting engagement, .the terminal’ pmr-—

2g..tions of “the spring legs .forming _pivots for por-

tions  of “sgid. grooves:'on which the . jaws. pivot .

relativelyto the legs§ whereby. the jaws will -be-
caused to. move- to . closed -position beneath - a
clothesline or the like as:it is. moved upwardly

. -betweensaid jaws, said-grooves. extending longi-
~tudinally of “‘the jaws and opening.: .outwardly of .

corresponding ends thereof, each. of said. grmves-
naving an angularly dlsposed opposite . end ex
tending -transversely. of “ther Jjaw, and said legs --

‘having eldngated portions- engaging the longitu~ .

dinally- extending ~portions.of “said- grooves .and.
being normaily. spaced . from~ the beds of. said.
longitudinal groove portions, and ‘said terminal: -
portions of the legs being anguldrly. disposed ral-
atively to the elongated leg portions for engag-
Ing-the transversely. disposed ends of the grooves,
and said-laterglly. tiurmed terminals of the spring
legs~forming the pivots or Tulerums on which the
jaws: p:wo"t relatﬂrely {0 tHe sprihg devics. ,
ESPA S, . G—ﬂRDNER
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