Feb. 6, 1951 ' C. H. BAUGH . 2,540,470 .

PURSE LIGHTER
Filed Feb. 27, 1948

.

S/

/7.

I

J

(. //J' LTSS ’///'////

= , m/_/WW
!L . W o l%////x/////)//’/-///i//‘/mxm )

f.fff‘i\fffffff.iffffffff!f!ffffff! @) A NN

NN __.-

' é—i"" - Y 12 /5 / /0
- o )
7\ “ ComeLes Hawey avsH
M}%—ifgz ” 2 4o | _ _ -
HT/% ‘/'gﬁ sy (AShorcallov sdtr
/ /3 | dnpormer;




ﬁatehteé Feb. 6, 1951

UNITED STATES

2,540,470

PATENT OFFICE

- 2,540, 470
, " PURSE LIGHTER
Gharles Henry Baugh, Rlchmcnd Va _
| Apphca,tmn February 27, 1948, Serial No 11, 595

| 3 Clalms
l.
| ThIS invention relates to purse lighters used in
ccnnectlon Wlth ha,ndbags, pocketbooks, baggage

“and the like.
One of the chjects of thls 1nvent10n is the pro—

'vision of a handbag equipped with means for il-
luminating the inside of the beg or enclosure

when it is opened.

(ClL 240—6 45)

v |

Another object of thls invention is the prcm-.

‘sion of a handbag which when opened automati-
cally jlluminates the interior portion thereof, and
when closed prevents such interior illumination.
A further object of this invention is the provi-
sion of a handbag having means for automati-

cally illuminating the interior. portion thereof

and also means for preventmg illumination.

_ . Other objects and features will more fully ap—
| pear from the following description and accom-
_panying drawings, in which:

.Fig. 1 is a sectional perspective view of a hand-
.beg, Fig. 2 a fragmentary view of the bag show-
ing the illuminating system disposed therein,
Fig. 3 a sectional view along lines 3—3 of Fig. 2;
Fig. 4 is a fragmentary end view of the bag, and
Fig. 5 is a dlagrammatlc view of the 6130131‘10&1
cireuit. |

"Referring to the drawmgs a, hendbag or purse
| l of conventional or other preferred construction

consists of jaws 2—3 pivotally connected fogether
to form the mouth or opening of said bag. 'The
jaws,
preferably of material which is non- conductmb
with respect to electricity. As is well known in
the art and is clearly shown in Figs. 2 and 3, the

sidewalls of the bag are secured to the frame to .
“jaw 2, and when moved over contacts 25—21

. closes an electrical circuit, hereinafter described,

form the pocket or container portion of the bag.
- Disposed in the end portion of jaw 2 is a-cham-
ber 4 which adjoins the smallest bore portion or
-orifice 3.

which form the frame, are constructed .

A threaded metallic ring 6 is secured

‘in the outer end of said chamber in the largest .

- bore portion thereof, and adapted to accomino-
‘date in threadable fashlon a’ metal cover T pro-
vided with a handle 8 for fastening and unfasten-
“ing said cover, to and from said ring. The cover

40

-b&se a Splmg 21,
- and the other end 18 mounted in rec.1p1 ocal slid-

._c_ﬁnduit 26.
.the wire 28 and its other end is connected to the

'bore pcrtlcns be m dlrect lengltudmal ccm-
munication.

An EIECtI'IC&]: ccntact 12 is mounted in threed-—

:'.-able fe,shlcn 111 orlﬁce B and one of its ends en-
gages. battely cell i while the other eﬂgeges cne

end of a lamp {3 mounted in threadable fashion
in a socket 14 in said jaw:. A chamber 19 houses

the lamp and secured to its surface is a metallic
refiector (6 which connects with the thr eaded
10
‘housed in g conduit 18.

portion of the lamp and cne end of a wire (7
The other end of wire
{7 connects with a switch 19 housed in ccmpart—
ment 28 in jaw 2: sa,:td compartment being closed

by a removable plug, as clearly shown in Fig. 2.

Switch 18 is L-shaped and has secured to its
seated in seld. compertment

a,ble fashion in a gmde 22. When jaw 3 engages

~jaw 2, switch 19 is forced to compress the spring
20

21 and switch 19 moves eut of engagement with

the ccnta,ct 23 that engages said switch 1§ when
.the jaws are Sufﬁclently opened the swﬂsch is

closed; smce the spring forces the switch against
the ccntact 23. :
Contact 23 has one end of the wire 2@ ccn-—
nected theletc its other end being connected to
the contact 25; said wire being housed in the
A contact 21 connects one end of

metallic ring 6; S&ld ere 23 is alsc hcused in the

conduit 26.

- A -manual sw1tch 29 mounted upon jaw 2 m

_',ellda,ble “on and off” fashion and has a switch

blade .30 depending therefrom into hele 8i in

and when moved away frcm smd contacts opens
said circuit. | -

The purse.is provided Wlth the ysual Ia.tchmﬂ*
devices 32 and functions as follows:

-Referring to-Fig. 5, when jaw 3 (elevated pcs*'-

- tion) of the bag is closed switch 19 is out of en-

has connected thereto a metallic spring 8 adapt-

ed to engage the metallic pcrticn of a batlery
cell 10 that is electrically connected in series
fashion to a battery cell 11; said battery cells
being housed in chamber 4 a,nd occupy an inter-
mediate portion of the chamber 4 located between
the smallest bore portion 5 and the largest bore
portion. The intermediate portion of the cham-
ber 4 has a cross sectional area smaller than the
largest bore portion but larger than the smallest
bore portion. These bore portions are preferably
-~ coaxial, however, it is merely essential that these

50

it

“when it is moved toward the “off
-in Fig." 1.
“open” position no current will flow; but when

- gagement with contact 23, and so also is -the
-switeh 29 out of engagement with contacts 25—21

?? legend shown
Naturally, the switches being :In
jaw 3is open (see dotted line position switch {9)
and switch 29 is moved to “on” position, current
flows as follows: from battery cells §§—i1

through contact 12, lamp 13, reflector 18, wire {7,

switeh. 19, contact 23, wire 24, contact 25, blade
30, contact 27, wire 28, ring 6 and spring 9 en-

gaging battery cell (0. |
It is obvious that manual switch 28 is used
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primarily by the operative for disconnecting the
elecfrical circuit when no illumination is desired,

and particularly in the day time when such light
is not ordinarily needed. It is also obvious that

when jaws 2—3 are open sufficiently to provide for
switch part 19 to engage contact 23 (switeh blade
30 being closed) the lamp is lit and reflects the
light rays down into the bag portion thus illu-
minating the inside of the bag or purse.

It can now be readily understood .that I have
produced a‘novel and compact device eomprising
a complete lighting mechanism located in a single

Jaw of a purse or hand bag. The single jaw being

formed of electrical insulating material COIlStI-

tuting a receptacle and insulated support for-the’

electrical equipment or lighting -mechanism.
The insulating material may be of hard rubber
plastic or any other suitable: plasticcompdsifion.
This electrical insulating composition lends itself
to both the molding or machining procésses of
construction or to a c¢ombination of such proc-
-esses.
As heretofore stated, this invention is:not-to'be
“limited to the particular ‘iltustrationbut -is in-
“tended for adaptation to other types of bags which
“may fall within the ‘scope of ‘this invention as
“elaimed. -
--Pry-cell batieries are usually best adapted-with
~this-invention and-by removing ‘cover T-they may
‘*be easily inserted into chamber 4.
Having - describéd -this - invention, * what - is
-'claimed is: |
- 1.-A handbag comprising a-pair *of  movably
- connected closure -jaws, one-of said-jaws ‘being
electrically equipped -with - a-complete: electric
lighting means to illumingte the interior of -the

10

electric lighting means having an automatic

switch and a manually operated switch inter-

posed therein, said automatic switch being lo-
cated in said compartment, said compartment

having guide means in one of its walls located
next adjacent the other jaw, a movable part of
sald automatic switch extending from said com-
partment through said guide means into the path
of the other jaw, said manually operated switch
being located on said electrically eqmpped jaw for

~ selective mampulatlon

2. The construction set forth in claim 1 in which

---8a1d electric lighting means is provided with elec-

15
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tric conductors extending through said conduits

~and connecting the switches to each other and to
-~both the shield and the contact ring, said conduc-

tors comprising bare plain uninsulated wire.

2 3.In a handbag-construction and electric light-
ing equipment therefor, the construction compris-
Ing a hahdbag jaw, the upper portion of said jaw
comprising a rectangular body of electrically in-

“sulating ‘mafterial - extending -throughcut the full

“léength thereof; said body having-therein a-longi-

25

tudinal bore portion, longitudinal conduits-and-a

5 compartment,-said- compartment being ‘in*direct
“‘communication with said conduits; said bore por-

- tion extending from one end-of said body-to‘the

30

central portion thereof, said bore portion -having

three different transverse:dimensions comprising
a'smallest-bore portion, an:intermediate bore por-
" tion: and g largest bore - portion; said:smallest bore
~-portion -being -centrally located ‘in:said body:-and
-supporting- an electrical -contact secured ‘therein,

sald Iargest bore portmn bemg lecated 111 one end

| rmg se_cured therem smd mtermedmte bme por-

--bag, the upper portion of said electrically equipped

“jaw comprising a rectangular body of electrical
¢ insulating material as long as said’ jaw;-said elec-

~trically-equipped jaw-being provided with a longi- 4q

t$udinal bore portion, longitadinal ‘conduits: and
g compartment; said: compartment haviAag:a Te-
movable ¢losure-and being:in-direct-comimunica-
-tion-with said conduits, said:bore portion extend-

' tion being ‘located>between- -the: other: bore por-

tions, said body--having.a transverse cavity: por-
tion extending upwardly-from -the bottom side.of

“said body and intersecting said smallest bore por-

tion,; said ‘transverse cavity portion being flared
<outwardly: and: recéiving a:‘combined.:shield, re-
“flector and -electrical slamp: bulb socket: secured

-‘therein, one of said conduits:-having a transverse
‘opening therein -accommodating a switch, .said

ing inwardly from one end of 1ts:body-and ‘ter- 45
~minating intermediate-the’ehds of said body,-said -
“hore portion having different transverse -dimen-
“sions comprising a‘smallest bore portion;-a'largest
~hore portion and-an intermediate bore:portion,
i gaid intermediate bore portion: beirig: located-be-
~tween the-smallest bore-portion:and:the largést
bore portion, the smaliest bore portion -having: an
“lectrical contact:secured therein; the intermedi-
“gte bore portion Teceiving :battery” cells,: said
<‘largest- bore portion -having an-electrical contact

compartment having a guide opening in one of-its
walls receiving:and guiding a:movable part:-of an
- additional switch.
SCHARLES -HENRY BAUGH.
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