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2 Claims.

1

This invention relates to novel and useful im-
provements in cable or rope clamps.

An object of this invention is to support a
bucket or other object when this bucket or ob-
ject is being raised and lowered in a safe manner
through the utility of a clamp attached at one
end firmly to a rope or cable, fasten an adjacent
portion of the same rope or cable in the clamping
device for sliding movement thereby simulating
a 1lasso so that the object to be raised and low-
ered may be disposed in the loop, and while rais-
ing and lowering the loop may tighten against the
object thereby firmly clamping the same.

Another object of this invention is to supply
an improved cable clamp for use with either
cables or ropes which is composed of a pair of
separable center sections, each section having a
groove in the sides thereof and caps disposed
over both grooves, with means for retaining the
caps in assembled position.

Another purpose of this invention is to insure
a firm lock between two sections forming the cen-
ter block by passing a rod through openings in
the center block, which openings also extend
through tongue and groove connection forming
a portion of the sections clamping means.

Ancillary objects and features of novelty such
as simplicity of structure will become apparent
to those skilled in the art, in following the de-
scription of the preferred form of the invention,
illustrated in the accompanying drawings, where-
in;
Figure 1 is an elevational side view of the pre-
ferred form of the invention:

Figure 2 is an end view of the device shown in
Figure 1;

Figure 3 is a longitudinal sectional view taken
on the line 3—3 of Figure 2 and in the direction
of the arrows:

Figure 4 is a transverse section taken substan-
tially on the line 4—4 of Figure 1 and in the di-
rection of the arrows:

Figure 5 is a perspective view of the section
forming the center block, and:

Pigure 6 is a perspective view of another sec-
tion forming a part of the center block.

The instant device has many uses. Among the
uses 1s the function of a conventional cable or
Irope clamp. An equally important use is a Spe-

cially provided rope clamp or cable clamp at- l

tachable to objects which are raised and lowered
such as tar buckets, bags of insulation and many
other objects utilized 'in construction of build-
ings, repair of buildings ete.

A center block is composed of a pair of separa-
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ble sections 10 and (2 respectively. The section
18 is supplied with a groove (4 which extends only
partially across the said section {0 A tongue 16
is fixed to the block 12 and 1s substantially T-
shaped in cross section in order to match with
the shape of the groove (4. The said tongue 16
fits into the groove {4 thereby retaining the sec-
tions {8 and 12 together in a fashion so that they
Imay be separated when it is found desirable,

In order to lock the sections together firmly and
in such a manner that Inadvertent separation is
virtually impossible, an opening 20 is supplied in
the section (0 and also in the tongue 16. A rod
or bar 22 passes through the opening 29 therehy
preventing relative movement of one section with
respect to the other.

Passages 24 and 26 respectively are provided in
the sections 10 and 12 at spaced intervals. The
bassages are of sufficient size that the webs (un-
numbered) of the U-bolts 30 and 28 respectively
may pass therethrough with a slight amount of
lost motion.

The said U-bolts 28 and 30 respectively have
nuts (unnumbered) at the ends thereof. The said
ends of the U-bolts extend through ears 32 which
are fixed to caps 34 and 38 respectively, one
being supplied for each section 10 and 12 re-
spectively.

The sides of the sections 10 and 12 respectively
are provided with grooves 40 and 42 respectively
accommodating a rope or cable 44. It 1s noted
that the caps 34 and 36 respectively have comple-
mental grooves 46 and 48 respectively also adapted
to engage the rope or cable 44

Viewing Figure 4 it is noted that the cable 44
1s disposed on one side between the cap 34 and
the section 10, and more specifically in the
grooves 40 and 46 respectively. The nuts on the
U-bolts 30 are drawn down tightly in order to
lirmly clamp this end of the rope 44.

The other end of the rope 44 is passed through
a similar structure but, is rather loosely em-
braced in order that it may be free to slide there-
through.

Accordingly, an object placed in the loop 50
formed in the rope is clamped firmly upon ap-
plication of a force to the I'ope such as would be
applied in raising and lowering the object. It
Is apparent that the heavier the object is, the
tighter it will be clamped in the said loop 50.
This is to insure firm clamping of the object,
tending to prevent inadvertent falling. It is also
apparent that when the object is at rest, the loop
Is easily removed since it loosens.

In splicing cables and ropes the instant de-
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vice may be used to great advantage, particularly
in jobs where temporary splicing 1s necessary.
It is appreciated that one end of the first rope
may be clamped in the grooves 46 and 40, while
an end of the rope to be added thereto is simply
disposed in the grooves 42 and 48 respectively.
Then, the U-bolt tightened and the result is n
spliced single rope.

It is also apparent that the clamp disclosed
herewith may be used as a conventional cable
clamp when the U-bolts 26 and 30 are pulled
tight, rather than when only one set of U-bolts
is tightened.

Certain variations may be made without de-
parting from the spirit of the invention.

Having described the invention, what is claimed
as new is:

1. A clamp for ropes, cables and similar articles
comprising a first and second block, means for
releasably connecting said blocks, outwardly
opening article receiving grooves in one side of
each of said blocks, caps disposed over said
erooves and having grooves in confronting rela-
tion with the first mentioned grooves, means
adjustably and removably attaching said caps to
caid bplocks, said blocks connecting means com-
prising a tongue fixed to one of said blocks on
the side opposite the grooved side and a groove
in the other block extending partially there-
aeross so that one end of said tongue abuts an
end of the last mentioned groove to thereby form
a stop.

2. A clamp for ropes, cables and similar articles
comprising a first and second block, means for
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releasably connecting said blocks, outwardly
opening grooves in one side of each of said blocks,
caps disposed over said grooves and means ad-
justably and removably atfaching said caps to

said blocks, said blocks connecting means com-
prising a tongue fixed to one of said blocks and
a groove in the other block extending only par-
tially thereacross, a lock member removably dis-
posed in said tongue and groove, said caps fas-
tening means including a plurality of U-bolts
carried by said blocks, apertured ears extending
from said caps, and said U-bolts being passed
through the apertures in said ears.
SAMUEL CAMPBELL.
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