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" This invention relates to. playthings for cats.
The human interest appears in a device which

induces the cats to perform numerous: antics
quite amusing to the observers, and: at the same

time provide desirable exercises for the.cats.
" Briefly stated, the cat is‘attracted:to: a tubular
object containing movable toy elements: likely: to

5 Claims, (Cl.119—29)
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rated points along and around the periphery of
a.tubular roller, which will be presently described.

When said end margins of the sheet 7 are
lapped to form a tube, as shown by Figures { and:
2, the perforations 8 at one end margin will regis-
ter' with eorresponding perforations at the other

- end margin. String {8 may then be laced

approximately in the form of a cylinder free to
roil upon-a floor and large enough' to receive the

roller open at both ends, containing several yield-

ably supported toy elements which induce the
cat to enter the open passageway. The cat will

naturally try to grab the movable. toy elements,
and this usually results in irregular rolling move-

mients of the transparent tube: wherein’ the cat
may be repeatedly overturned in: its efforts to

grasp the moving toys. | ;

Aside from the foregoing, a ser ﬁﬁrate and dis-

tinct object is to provide an: article of this kind
consisting of very simple details.to be' assembled

by the purchaser. The details may provide for
varying diameters and lengths of .the rolling toy.

- With the foregoing and otheﬁ,.‘{bhj ects: in view,

As an illustration of one form- af_-.'._pﬁe-invention; -
T will specifically describe a.transparent tubular
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through the registering perforations; so- as: to
anchor the lapped margins in the tubular fortia-
tion. . . :
Additional string sections |1 may be insérted
through the toy-receiving perforations: 9: and:
loosely anchored at the periphery of said tubulay -
formation, so as to provide a series of separated
yleldable toy objects within the tube: For con-
venient assembling by an-unskilled:person; I-have:
shown toy objects 12, each of which is perforated:
at 13 (Fig. 3) to receive a loop {4 of the string
{t. This loop is inserted through the perforation
{3, and the doubled string (f is then inserted:
through the loop. Thereafter, the free end’ por-
tions of the doubled string {1 are inserted through

- & perforation 8, and a simple knot 15 is. tied in
the outer end of the doubled string to lcosely
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the invention extends to varigtions and modifiéa-

tions described by the claims hereunto appended.
Fig. 1 is a side view of an article conforming
to the invention.. | R
Fig. 2 is an end view of the same.
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~ Pig. 3 is anenlarged detail view showing one of -

the yieldable toy elements. ... .
~ Fig. 4is a detail view, drawn to a reduced secale.

showing a flat sheet adapted to form part of a

rotatable tube,

- Pe. 5 is'a side viewf'showmg;-fjhé?f'a;-_plu'rality--- of

the flat sheets may be united to produce a.longet
tube having a relatively large diameter. .
Fig. 6 is an end view of the tub

W F-

e. shown in PFig. 5.

‘The general idea shown by Figures 1, 2, 3.and 4

includes only one of the sheets drawn to a reduced
scale in Fig.: 4. However, desirable forms of the
invention involve a plurality of the shéets to pro-

vide for selective variations.in: the: length” and.

diameter of the rolling plaything.. _
A special commercial value appears.in an ar-
rangement of details which enables the device. to

be sold in a very small package, consisting of one

or more of the flat sheets together with sufficient
string and toy elements for convenient assembly
by the purchaser. For sanitary cleansing, the flat
sheets, {oy elements, and also-the string, can be
made .of waterproof plastié ‘material.

To set forth suitable details’in one form of the

invention, Fig. 4.shows a flat sheet of transparent

35

40

45

50

anchor the toy object to the
tubular roller. | R
The distance from each of said toy: elements.
12 to said periphery is substantially less: than the:
internal diameter of said tubular roller, and the
strings are anchered at separated. points: along:
and around said periphery to confusingly scatter.
the toy elements. It will alsgbe observed that the
transparent roller is free to roll or oscillate on a
floor in response to the amusing antics of a-cat.
trying to grasp the deliberately scattered-toy: ele=
ments. - R .
~ A plurality of the flat sheets T (Fig. 4) may be
assembled end to end to form a roller having. &
relatively large diameter: For example,. an- end
margin of one of said flat-sheets. T may be an-
chored to an end margin of a companion sheet
1 to provide an elongated strip having end mar.-
gins wherein the perforations 8 at one end can
register with corresponding perforations 8 at the
opposlte end of the elongated strip. The ends.of
the elongated strip can then be lapped and. cori~
nected together by means of: string 19 threaded
through their perforations- 8 to produce a roller
having g relatively large diameter. In this‘event;
the length of the enlarged roller will be-equal to
the width of a sheet 1. o - |
~ However, a plurality of the rollers may be: tele-

periphery of the

. Seoped 'with each other; as suggested:in: Pigures §
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‘plastic material 7 having perforations 8 in its end

margins. This sheet is also provided with a series
of toy-receiving perforations:§ located between
said .end margins. The perforations 9 may be

séparated from- each: other.in s diagonal line

Y

and 6 to produce anelongated roller. The side
margins of each' flat: sheet. T may be provided
with' perforations 16 adapted to register with
corresponding  perforations 1§ of 2 companiott
sheet when the rollers are teleseoped with egch
other. String 17 may be laced through: the res
gistering perforations 16 fo unite the lapped ends
of th‘ee- telescoping rollers, as shown: in Figurés 5




| 3 o
Figures 1 and 2, the several toy elements 12 may
be attached to strings I{ at an inifial stage of
the procedure. The free ends of strings I{ can

then be conveniently inserted through perifora-
tions 8 and provided with knots 16 while the
sheet 7 is in an approximately flat condition.:

Thereafter, the end margins of said sheet are
lapped and laced to each other through the
registering perforations 8 to complete the article
shown in-Figures 1 and 2.

When a plurality of sheets T are employed to
produce a relatively large roller, the toy elements
{2 may be attached to all of the flat sheets at an
initial stage, before the several sheets' are at-
tached to each other, and In forming an elon-
gated roller, said margins of the companion fiat
sheets T may be lappad and attached to each
other bv string 7 threaded through registering
perforations {5 before the sheets are bent to
form the tube., R >
. Numerous actual demonstrations of the inven-
tion have clearly shown that it provides highly
amusing entertainment for spectators who are
constantly surprised by unexpected antics of a
cat in its natural efforts to grasp the yleldable
toy elements. | -

Arhile the several perforations 9 provide for
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free to roll on a floor in response to movements
of a cat trying to’grasp said toy elements. |
3. In a device to make a rolling plaything for
cats, a flat sheet of transparent plastic material

having perforated end margins adapted to be

lapped to form a transparent tube wherein the
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the recsption of numerous toy devices fl—12, it

is to ‘be understood that any desired number of
the toy elements may be used, and that the toy
elemenis may be of any desired shape. Further-
more, when several toy elements are employed,
the strings Il may vary in length to locate the
toy elements {2 at different distances from the
periphery of the tubular roller, as suggested "in

Figures 2 and 6.
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parent tube,” -

perforations at one end margin register with per-

forations at the other end margin, string to be
. inserted through the registering perforations so

as to anchor the lapped margins to each other in
the tubular formation, said sheet of transparent
material also having a series of toy-receiving
perforations between said end margins, addi- |
tional string to be inserted through said toy-
receiving perforations and anchored at the pe-
riphery of said tubular formation, to provide a
series of separated loose strings within the tubu-
lar formation, and toy objects adapted to be an-
chored at the inner-ends of said loose strings as
playthings for the paws of a catb in the frans-
4. T-g device to-make a variable rolling -play-
thing for cats, a plurality of flat sheets of trans-
parent plastic material, each having perforated
end marigns adapted to be lapped to form a
transparent tube wherein the perforations at one
erid margin register with perforations atv- the
other end margin, each of said flat sheets having
o perforated side margin adapted to lap and
register with perforations of its companion sheet,
to provide for elongation of the transparent tube,

~ string to be inserted through the various regis-
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* In Picures 5 and 6 I have shown four of the

sheets 1 unit.d at their lapped margins to pro-
duce a relatively long roller having a relatively
large diameter. In this illustration each ot the
four sheets T has five toy-receiving pcriorations
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9, making a total of twenty perforations. How-

ever, a relatively small number of toy elements
sre attached through selccted perforations 8.
" Advantages are gained by employing the flat
sheets 7 in connection with separate strings 10,
(1 and 17 to be used by the purchaser in assems-
bling the plaything., However, the tubular roller
may be formed in any suitable manuer, and the
yieldable toy device may be formed as desired in
any manner that will attract the cats and induce
them to perform amusing antics in the rolling
tiibe while trying to grab or strike the yieldable
toy obiects. | | |
"I claim:
“’f,"In a plaything for cats,
fransparent tube adapted to receive the cats,
strings extending inwardly from-the periphery of
said transparent tube, and foy elements vieldably
supported at the inner ends of said strings to ab-
tract the cats, said transparent tube being iree
tn roll on & floor in response to movements of a
cat trying to grasp said toy elements. |
2. In a vlaything for cats, & transparent

o freely rotatable

tubu=

lar roller open at both ends to provide & passage- ¢

way. for the cats, strings extending inwardly from

the periphery of said transparent tubular roller;

and toy: elements yieldably supported - by saild
strings to attract the cats, the distance from each
of said toy elements to said periphery being sub-
stantially less than the internal diameter of said
transparent tubular roller, said strings being
anchored at separated points along and around
said periphery to confusingly scatier the toy ele-
ments, -and: said-transparent; tubular reller being
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. panpion sheet, and register

terine perforations, so as to anchor the sevcral
lapped marging in the: elongated transparent
tube, each of §aid sheets also having a series of
toy-recciving perforations hetween its end mar-
oins, additional string to be inserted through said
toy-receiving perforations to provide an elon-
sated series of separatéd loose strings within the
elongated tube, and relatively largz: toy obi ects
adapted to receive the inner ends of said loose

5. In a device to make s variable rolling play-
thing for cats, & plurality of sheets of transpar-
ent plastic material, each having perforated end
mareins adapted to ke lapped to form a trans-
parent tube wherein the perforations at one end
margin register with rerforations at the other
end marein, so as to form a tube of relatively
small diameter, another of said sheets being
adanted to lie betwesn end margins of its coms
" with nperforations
therein, to enlaree the diameter of the trans-
parent tube, $0 that any suitable string may be
inderted through the registering perforations to
un‘té the sheets, each of said sheets al<o having

o series of toy-recciving perforations between its
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- strings.
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mateins, additional string to be inserted through
said tov-receiving perforations to provide a series
of loose strinzs within the tibe, and toy objects
acapted to receive the inner ends of sald loose
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