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4 Claims.
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" This invention relates to walls and partitions

and it has particular reference to certain new
and useful improvements in metal rumners for

the floor and ceiling to which the bottom and

top. respectively of the wall or partition are S€-
cured,

ThHe principal object of the invention is to
provide identical elements interchangeable serv-
ing as the floor and ceiling runners, each con-
sisting of nestable channel members fabricated
from sheet metal and provided with one longi-
tudinal fiange of greater width than the other,
“along which are spaced slits perpendicular to the
web of the channel to define prongs which are
bent on the job to lie transversely of the web,

serving as a support for wall board or plaster;as’

the case may be. Moreover, these prongs are
adapted to receive wall retaining clips, the ends
of alternate clips being bent to a position per-
pendicular to the channel web to lie against and
resist lateral displacement of the wall in one
direction while the opposing channel flange re-
sists displacement of the wall in the opposite di-

rection. The ends of the remaining slips are
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 the description proceeds, taken in connection

with the acecompanying drawings wherein:

. Figure 1 is a fragmentary perspective view of

a floor runner construction according to the: pres-
ent invention, showing the manner of Support-
ing tongue and groove wall board.

Figure 2 is & SHI]II&I‘ view showing e cerling
runner.

Figure 3 is a view of the floor runner in trans-- o

verse section showing the relative p031t10ns ef
the wall board, base trim and nailing strip. -

Figure 4 is a fragmentary plan view of the
ﬁeer or cellmg runner.

Figure 5 is a fragmentary side elevatrona,l V1eW

s thereof

turned downwardly on both sides of the wall to

support the prongs on one side and to afford a
mounting on the opposite side of the wall for
wood nailer.

Another object of the invention is to prewde

an interchangeable floor and ceiling runner for °

partltmns which is adaptable for both wall board
and plaster and in the latter case, the invention
affords a novel form of metal stud retaining means

whose construction is such that temporary se-
curement of the upper ends of the studs to the
‘fected without mounting .

ceiling runner may be ef

~ aladder for the purpose.

Still another object of the invention is to pro-

vide a securing means for partitions as set forth, .
supplemented by a novel form: of clip for retain-

ing either a wood or metal base board or, in the
case of a plaster partition, the clip will provide a.

securing means for a screed by which to deter-
mine the thickness of plaster.

Broadly, the invention seek to provide an eco-
nomical and flexible securing means for walls

and partitions which will enable the wall to be
speedily erected and removed, yet will possess
the strength, appearance and durability of a

more complex permanent wall of cenventmnal

construction.

With the foregoing objects in view, the inven-
tion has further reference to certain features of

gccomplishment which will become apparent as
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F1gure 6 is an end elevetmna,l v1ew of the
runner. .

- Figure 7 is a perspectwe view of ene of the well
retaining clips. | |
Figure 8 is a view in transverse sectmn shew-
ing the base clips as holding metal base boards. .

Figure 9 is a fragmentary perspective view of

the runners supporting a pla,stel wall construc-
tion.

Figure 10 is a fragmentary perspectwe vrew of
the floor runner showing the manner in Wthh
a, metal stud is temporarily retained.

Figure 11 is a. transverse sectional view of a ﬂoer
runner showing the manner of retammg a, plas-

ter screed, and

Figure: 12 is a detfail perspectwe v1ew of one ef
the base retaining clips.

Centmumg with a more detalled descrlptlen ef

.. the drawing, reference is primarily made to Fig-

ures 1 to 7 inclusive in which numeral 18 denotes
a.runner either for the floor or ceiling since these,
runners-are interchangeable.  The runner con-
sists of a channel member having a narrow flange
I I along one sidé and a comparatively wide flange
on. the opposite side. The wide flange is slitted
perpendicularly to the web of the channel at
spaced points to define a series of prongs 12 which
are bent to lie in transverse relationship with the
web: of the channel.. This operation is accom-
plished on the job since it is preferred, for con-
venience in storing and. handing that the prongs

I2 remain upright: so: thet the runners may be
nested

The channel members Iﬂ are prevrded Wlth.
lengltudmally spaced apertures 13 to. receive
screws (4 by which they are secured to the floor
or celling. : Spaced. openings.{5 are provided in
the widest flange of the channel to which further
reference will be made presently. .
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When the piorigs i2 are bent in the manner
shown, they are adapted to receive clips such as
illustrated per se in Figure 7. These clips each
consist of a metal stamping having end members
or legs 16 and i1 and lateral wings {8 which latter
are bent to underiie the body of the clip and 1o
slidably receive a prong 12 of the runner as e€x-
empiified in Figure 1 and other figures. 1he legs
17 of selected ones of the clips are bent upwardiy

as shown while the legs IT of the remaining clips 3

- are bent downwardly. The clips are held against
longitudinal displacement by virtue of the 1aci

g |
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diversity in cé€iling height at different points
along the length of the wall of an inch and frac-
tions thereof since the depth of the rununer at
the ceiling will permit of a slight clearance be-
tween the runner web and the upper end of
the studs and yvet will provide adequate bearing
surface for securing the stud in the manner set
forth.

After the studs have been erecied as explained,
the base or screed 37 is secured to. the floor

runner by means of the base clip 27, previously

that their opposite legs 16 are benv downwardly

against the opposite flange of the channel mem-
per 1G.

- Wall board {8, preferapiy of the lammated
tongue and groove design shown 1n Figures 1, 2, 3

mentioned and shown in Figures 8 and 12. The

sereed 371 is of metal and is shaped to define

~ a depending lip 38 along its top inner edge and

15

vertical return flange 39 at the bottom thereof.
The retaining clip 27 has a plurality of folds

. at its lower end to define parallel channels 40

and 8 is set down between the upstanding poer-~
tions of the wider flange of the rununer 19 and

the upturned legs 17 of the clips and is thus held
against lateral movement. The longltudinail
space defined by the web and flanges ol whe
runner and the transverse prongs. i2 is occupled
by a nailing strip 20, having a longitudinal recess
21
cables 22. |

Wood base boards 23 are secured to the nail-
ing strip 280 by screws 24 which are passed
through the openings {5 on one side and bs-
tween the downwardly turned legs of the clips on
the opposiie side of the runner. The wall
board i% may be surfaced on each side in any
desired manner to complete the wall, it being
understood that the ceiling anchorage for the
wall board is identical to that of the floor anchor-
age just described, except for the trim 2% which
mayv be of any suitable design of celling moid,
fastened in the same manner as the base
boards 23. '

In Figure 8 is shown a modification of the
base trim. In this form, the base consists of

metal members 26 which are attached by means
of special clips 27 which will be specifically de-
scribed presently.

Referring now to Figures 9 to 12 mcluswe a
fire proof wzall is shown in which the runners
{80 are identical to those just described and il-
Justrated in Pigures 1 to 8. However, to adapt
the invention to piaster wall construction it is
desirable that provision ke made for temporarily
retaining the upper and lower ends of the con-
ventional steel studs 28 to which is secured the
expanded metal lath 29. In the present case,
the stud retaining means consists of a pair of
clips, one of which 30 is of substantially L-
shaped, as shown in Figure 106 and has a hook
3! on one end while the opposite end 32 is curved
to snap into engagement with one of the up-
standing projections of the wide fiange of the
runner {§. The hook 31 engages the inner flange
of a stud 28 while the opposite flange thereof
is engaged by the hook 33 on one end of a comple-
mentary clip 34 whose opposite end has a hock
15 which is adapted to be snapped into engage-

ment with the upstanding portion of the run-

ner flange immediately below the clip 30.

- The clips 30 and 34 will hold the studs in
alienment and in perpendicularity with the run-
ners until the metal l1ath 29 has been tied thereto
in the usual manner after which, and before
the plaster 3§ is applied, the studs are secured
conventionally by wire ties, not shown.

" ‘The clips 30 and 34 are advantageous in sup-

porting the studs 28 in cases where there is a 75

therein {0 accommodate eiectric service
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~ inner edge of the screed 37, formed by the

50

55

60

33

70

and 4f. 'The clip is s0 disposed in relation to
the runner 19 that the inner channel 41 thereof
will receive the narrow flange i1 of the runner
when mounted on one side of the latter. In
mounting a clip on the opposite side of the run<
ner, the channel 41 will receive a portion of
the flange at the lower edge of an opening (5,
as shown in Figure 11. The upper end of the
clip is bifurcated, one fork being of greater
length than the other and is iolded on itself
10 define a channel 42.  This channel receives

-~ the upturned leg 17 of a wall supporting clip

while on the opposite side, the channel 42 re-
cecives the upper edge of an upstanding portlon'
of the runner fiange. |
When the clips are mouhnied In the manner
described in spaced apart relatvionship the upper
lip 38 of the screed 37 is set down between the.
opposite fork 43 of the clip 27 and the companion
fork 42 thereof while a tongue 44 on the lower
return
flange 39, is received in the outer channel 43 at,
thﬂ lower end of clip 27. Thus the screed is held
in position as shown in Figures 9 and 11 prepara-
tory to the application of the plaster which latter
vill find support on the inclined upper portion
of the screed and hy which is gauged the :;hlck-'
ness of the plaster.
~The clips 27 take the place of the wood naﬂmg
strip in fire proof construction and the armored
electrical service ecables &5 (Fig. 11) are mmnged
in the space alongside the stud assembply. |
Manifestly, the construction as shown and de-
scribed is capable of some modification and such
modification as may be construed to fall within

the scope and meaning of the appended claims is

also considered to be within the spirit and intent

of the invention.

WwWhat is claimed is:

1. A wall and partition construction including
a ﬂaor runner, eomprising a channel member,
one flange thereof being of greater width than
the other and divided into sections, certain of
which sections are bent into transverse rzlation-
ship with and disposed above the web of said
channel member to define horizonial wall sup-
porting prongs, clips attached to said prongs, the
extremities of alternate clips being turned up-
wardly at one end to lie against the lower portion
of the wall to holid the same against lateral dis-
placement, the extremities of the remsaining clips
being turned downwardly to support said prongs
from the floor, said wall being held against lat=
eral displacement in the opposite direction by the
upstanding portions of said chaund member
flange,

2. A floor runner ior supportmg a partmom
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including a channel member having a flange of
greater width than the other and divided into
sections aligned longitudinally on said channel
member, certain of which sections are turned
into transverse relationship with the web of said
channel member to support a partition, the other
sections of said flange remaining upright to bear
agalnst the lower portion of said partition, clips
attached to the transverse sections of said
flange, the legs of certain of said clips being
turned upwardly to bear on said partition onpo-
site said upright sections to hold said partition
against lateral displacement, the legs of the other
of said clips being turned downwardly o support
said transverse sections from the floor.

3. A runner for supporting a partition includ-
ing a channel member, one flange of which is of
greater width than the companion flange and
provided with longifudinally spaced openings,
said flange being divided into longitudinally
spaced sections, certain of which sections are dis-
posed in transverse relation to the web of said
channel to support a partition member, the other
of sald sections being upright, clips attached to
each of said transverse sections, each comprising
a member having lateral wings turned to embrace
a transverse section, one end of each of the clip
members being turned downwardly against the
outer face of the first mentioned flange interme-
diate the upright sections of the latter, the op-
posite ends of the clips being turned alternately
upwardly and downwardly to define respectively a
holding means for a partition supported on said
transverse sections and to sustain the latter.

Ny
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4. A runner for sustaining the elements of a
wall or partition including a channel member
having opovosed, longitudinal flanges, one of
which flanges is divided into longitudinally
Spaced sections, certain of which sections are
upstanding, the other of said sections heing
turned at right angles to the flange to overlie the
web of said channel member to space the ele-

‘ments of a wall from said channe} wen, a plu-

rality of eclips secured to said right angular
fiange sections, the extremities of certain of said
clips being disposed to bear against a portion of
a wall supported in juxtaposition to said right an-
guiar seciion, the extremities of the others of said
clips being disposed to support said right angular
flange sections. | | |

L. G. TOMLINSON.
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