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This- invention relates to hydrotherapy treat-
ments and more particularly to the cabinet. and
the accessories used for hydrotherapy treatments.
An object of this invention is to provide a hy-

drotherapy cabinet wherein the temperature of -

a spray of water: is absolutely under the contrel
of the attendant at all times, irrespective of the
temperature of the hot water and cold water in-
take sources of supply.

Another object of this invention is te prewde

a reservolr for use in providing a shower bath

in association with hydrotherapy f{reatments,
wherein the temperature of the water in the reser-
voir may be accurately controlled. -

Another object of this invention is to effee-
tively cocl the neck and throat.of a patient under—
going hydrotherapy treatments |

Another object of this invention is to provide

& hydrotherapy cabinet having a stainless steel
rest or support for the patient, which- rest in-

| cludes insulating material so arranged as to pro-
tect the patent from extreme. temeeraturee

Other objects and advantages reside in the con- |

struction of parts, the combination thereof and
the mode of operation, as will become more ap-
parent from the following dESCI'IptIOI"

In the drawings:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a hydrotherapy
cabinet and its accessories, having parts broken
away.

Figure 2 is a Cross sectlonel view of the cabinet
taken substantially on the line 2—2 of Figure 1.

Figure 3. is a fragmentary perspective view of
the parts used in maintaining the throat of the
patient cool and at the same time providing a clo-
sure for the cabinet.

Bigure 4 1s a perspective view Wlth parts breken

away, showing the supporting rest or table for
the patient.

Referring to the drawmgs legs B suppelt the
side walls 12 and i3 and the end walls {4 and 15

of a cebmet This cabinet is provided with an

opening {6 .in one side thereof that is normally

closed by a door or lid that has not been shown,
as this is a cemmon expedlent in hydrotherapy
cabinets.

The side walls {5 and 16 support a pair of tu-
bular supporting members {8 removably mount-

ed upon brackets 28, only one of which has been
‘These supporting members

shown in Figure 1.
support a rest or table 22, the outside of which
is preferably made from a sheet of stainless steel
24, supported upon a longitudinal frame member

26. and transverse end members 28, only one of
which has been shown The sheet of stamless,
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steel 24 is. wrapped:around the frame, so as. {o
form an envelope for the frame, and in order to
msulate the top portion, the cavity between the
upper and locwer portions of member 24 is prez-
erably insulated by a sheet of insulating material
30; such as fiber glass or any other suitable in-
sulating material. Due to: the fact that water
and steam-are used.in the treatment of a patient,
the: insulating material is preierably made from

& non-corrosive: materml that does not have af~-

finity for water.

AS: may best be seen by referring to Figure 2,
inclined ledges 49 are supported from the side.
walls. Each of the ledgas 40 Supports an elec~
tric- heeter element 42, used in heating the cabi-
net. The ledges 40 and the heater element 42 are
positicned below the table 22 -

The bottom of the cabinet is provided Wlth a
metallic reservoir 50, fixedly attached to the walls
in any suitable manner. This reservoir $9 pro-
vides @ basin for a quantity of water 52, the height
of which is limited by an overflow drain pipe

54, The lower end 56 of a thermometer 58 pro-

jects into the water, so that the temperature of

the water may be read at any time,

The end wall 14 of the cabmet has mounted.
thereon a semi-cyelindr ical container 69 the bot-
tom of which is provided with an eutlet pipe 62,
drelmng into the cabinet above the reservoir 50.
A pipe 64 draing into the semi-cylindrical con-
tainer 69 from a mixing valve 68, connected to
a hot water main 68 and. to a cold water main
718. By this arrangement, it can readily be seen
that the temperature of the water in the reser- -
voir 50 may be raised or lowered by changing the.
ratio of the water supplied to the reservoir from-
the hot water main 68 and the cold water main 10..

An electric heater element or electric heater
elements 72, shown schematically in Figure 2,
may be used in ‘heating the water in the reser-
voir B0, These Heater eclements are espacially
desirable when an inadeguate supply of hot
water is available, or for some ree.son the hot
water supply fails. Purthermore, in the event
water is added to the cabinet without being used
immediately, the temperature of the water in
the reservoir may cool and in that event, the
temperature may be increased by using the heater

elements. The temperature may be read at any
time upon the thermometer 58.

In giving a hydrotherapy treatment, it is de-
sirable to provide a shower bath for the patient.
This has been accomplished by the use of a plu~
rality of-shower bath sprinklers or spray nozzles-
80-connected.: to the water pipe 82; supplied: with:



3
water from the exterior pipe 84, having a two-
way valve 86 mounted therein supplied with water
from the outlet pipe 88 of a fluid pump 88 hav-
ing an intake pipe 92 submerged in the water
In the reservoir 5§. The fluid pump 90 is driven
by an electric motor 94 mounted in a cabinet 86,
secured to the side wall {2, The cabinet 9% is
provided with a suitable drain pipe %8, so that
in the event the fluid pump 90 leaks, the water
leaking is drained from the cabinet 86.

By manipulating the valve 8%, the water from

the fluid pump may be supplied to the spray

nozzle 8M, the water from the spray nozzles pro-
viding a shower bath for the patiens and drain-
ing back into the reservoir §8. Whenever it is
found desirable to operate the shower bath or
spray bath, iv is merely necessary to actuate the

valve 86, so as to cause the water from the fluid .

pump %0 to drain through the outlet (88 Into
the semi-c¢ylindrical container &8, thereby re-
turning the water to the reservoir 88. This elim-
inates the necessity of stopping the motor 84
every time that the spray is interrupted.

- The temperature of both the alr and the mist

in the cabinet and of the shower bath is pref- :

erably much higher than the normsal body tem-
perature. That being the case, it is quite de-
sirable to provide a cool tewel wrapped around
the throat and neck of the patient. As may best
be seen by referring to Figures 1 and 3, the head
of the patient is located on the outside of the
cabinet, the neck extending through an open-
ing 162. A towel 184 is folded over a pipe 188G
connected by means of a suitable swivel joint
168 to a ripe I8 extending through the end
wall {4 of the cabinet. This pipe 8% is provided
with openings permitting a plurality of sprays
of water ({2 to flow between the folds of the
towel 184 that is draped or wrapped around the
thiroat and neck of the patient. The pipe (18
is connected thrcugh a suitable valve ({4 to the
cold water main 78. By opening the valve [{E&,
a cold spray of water is supplied to the towel
wrapped around the paticnt’s neck.

A suitable clip 116 attachad to the end of the
pipe 186 is used in holding the towel in position.
As may best be seen in Figure 3, the pipe 106
mayv be oscillated aboubt the elbow 108 into the
dot-dash position, so as to be out of the way for

the patient when entering and leaving the cabi- !

net.

From the foregoing it may bhe readlly seen
that g patient recciving a treatment is kent com-
fortable hy the use of cold applications to the
throat and neck, the table is kept sanitary by
being made from highly polished stzinless steel,
it feals comfortable by being properly insulated
and a snower bath may be provided having the
proper temperature without fear of scalding the
ratient or without fear of suddenly chilling the
pavient. |

Before opncning the cabinet after giving the
patient s hydiotherapy treatment, the water in
the reservoir i1s gradually cooled by adding cold
water. As the water in the reservoir is being
ccoled, the shower 1s continuslly spraying the
patient, so as to gradually reduce the {empera-
ture of the shower from the original hot tem-
perature, which may be on the order of 120° F.,
to roocin temperature. Then, when the lid is
opened, the natient does notb suffer g shock from
the sudden change of teinperature. This is made
possibie by utilizing the reservoir, the cold water
source of supply and the fluid pump for gradu-
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ally reducing the temperature of the shower
bath.

The use of the reservoir in the bottom of the
cabinet for water lends itself to the use of medi-
cated treatment, in that chemicals or drugs, hav-
ing certain beneficial properties, may be added
to the water in the reservoir. Thus, it is possible
to provide sodium chioride baths, magnesium sul-
phate baths, eucalyptus baths, pine needle oil
baths, wintergreen o¢il baths, or any other medi-
cated bath. The chemicals or drugs are added
to the water in the reservoir and dissolved there-
in or mixed therewith, as the case may be, before
giving the patient a shower bath.

Although the reservoir has been shown in the
Lotbom of thre cabinet, the reservoir may be 1o~
cated elsewhere within the purview of this in-
vention, if this is desirable.

Furthermore, heat may be radiated upon the
patient by the use of suitable lamps, such as In-
fra-red lamps, ultra-violet lamps, or other wave
length jamps that may be mounted within the
cabinet, preferably above or to the side of the
paticnt, which lamps have not been shown in
the drawings.

Although the preferrsd embodiment of the de-
vige has been described, it wili be understood that
within the purview of this invention various
changes may be made in the form, details, pro-
rortion and arrangement of parts, the combina-
tion thereof and mode of operation, which gen-
srally statsd consist in a device capable of car-
1ying out the ohjects set forth, as disclosed and
dziined in the appended claims, |

Having thus described my invention, I claim:

1. A hydrotherapy cabinet assembly including
a cabinet, a removably mounted rest the outside
of which is formed from stainjess steel, said rest
providing a heat conducting support for the
patient in the cabinet, a reservoir for water
mounted in the bottom of the cabinet, spray noz-
zlzs mounted in the top of the cabinet above the
patient supported upon the rest, and a fluid pump
for pumping water from the reservoir to the spray
nozzles to provide a shower for the patient the
water of which is supplied from the reservoir.

2. A hydrotherapy cabinet assembly including
a cabinet, a removaply mounted rest the outside
of which 15 formed irom sheet metal so as to
provide g heat conducting support for the bene-
fit of the patient in the cabinet, a. reservoir for
water mounted in the bottom of the cabinet, a
thermometer having 1is scale located on the out-
sigde of the cabinetl, <ald thermometer projecting
into the water in the reservoir, spray nozzles
mounted in the top of the cabinet above the pa-
tient supported upon the rest, and a fluid pump
for pumping water iroin the reservoir to the
SPray nozzies to previde a shower for the patient
the water of which is supplied from the reservoir.

3. A hydrotherapy cabinet assembly includ-
ing a cabinet, a removably mounted rz=st includ-
ing a stainless steel casing for supporting the
patient in the cabinet, a reservoir for water
mounvedg in the. hottom of the cabinet, a ther-
mometver having its scale located on the outside
of the cabinet, said therimometer projecting into
the watber in the reservoir, spray nozzles mounted
in the top of the cabinet akove the patient sup-
porved upon the rest, a fluid pump for pumping
watsr from the reservoir to the spray nozzles to
provide a shower for the patient the water of
winich is supplied from the reservoir, and means

for automatically cooling the throat and neck
of the patient.




4, A hydrotherapy cabinet assembly including

a cabinet, a rest including a stainless steel casing
forming a hollow cavity having a sheet of Insu-

lating material extending across said cavity, said

rest providing a support for the patient in the
cabinet, a reservoir for water mounted in the bot-
tom of the cabinet, spray nozzles mounted in the
- top of the cabinet above the patient supported
upon the rest, and a fluid pump for pumping wa-
ter from the reservoir to the spray nozzles to pro-
vide g shower for the patient the water of which
is supphed from the reservoir.

5. A hydrotherapy assembly mcludmg a CELbl-

net, a rest including longitudinally and trans-

versely extendmg frame members encased in a
steel casing forming a hollow cavity in which
cavity a sheet of insulating material is housed,
said rest being removably mounted in the cabi-
net for supporting the patient, a reservoir for
water mounted in the bottom of the cabinet,
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spray means for providing a shower for the pa- -

tient supported upon the rest, and a fluid pump
for pumping water from the reservoir to the spray

means to provide a shower for the patient the

water of which is supplied from the reservoir.
6. A hydrotherapy cabinet assembly includ-
ing a cabinet, a rest mounted in the cabinet for
supporting the patient, a reservoir for water as-
sociated with the cabinet, a thermometer for in-
- dicating the temperature of the water in the res-
ervoir, spray means mounted in the cabinet for

30
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spraying the patient supported upon the rest,
and a fluid pump for pumping water from the
reservoir to the spray means to provide a shower
for the patient, the water of which is supplied

from the reservoir.

7. A rest for a patient receiving a hydrotherapy
treatment in a cabinet, said rest including a
frame, an envelope of stainless steel enclosing
the frame, and insulating material positioned
in the frame and located between opposite sides
of the stainless steel envelope.

- IRVIN S. ANTRIM.
- REFERENCES CITED

The following references.are of record in the

file of thls patent:
UNITED STATES PATENTS
Number Name Date

284,617 D’Arman . _______ Sept. 11, 1883

493,147 Billington o ___ Mar, 7, 1893
1,011,113 Button - e __ Dec, 5, 1911
1,183,971 Greer et al. - _.._._ May 23, 1916
1,277,084 Keith . ________._._ Aug. 27, 1918
1,708,624 Kruse . _______...._ Apr. 9, 1929
1,795,435 Melzer __ o __ Mar. 10, 1931
1,903,536 Skinner ... ____ CApr. 11, 1933
2,292,666 Schurtz _ . ___ Aug. 11, 1942
2,413,002 ochurtz ... ______._ Dec, 24, 1946
2492,913 Bailey _______ . ____ Dec. 27, 1949



	Drawings
	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims

