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1 Claim.

This mventlon relates to new and useful im-
provements and structural refinements in cattle

(CL 256—14)

ouards, and the principal object of the inven-
tion is to discourage the travel of cattle through "

gate openings and similar passages.

This object is achieved by the provision of a
~ cattle guard structure embodying a set of spaced
straps extending transversely of the passage
which is to be guarded and supported by resilient
means in an elevated position, whereby the spaces
between the straps create an impression of depth
and insecure footing and thus discourage the
travel of cattle thereover,

An important feature of the mventlon res1des
" in the resilient mounting of the straps which per-
mits them to be depressed to the ground to facili-
tate passage of persons and vehicles thereover,
but which automatically returns the straps to

their elevated positions as soon as such persons .

or vehicles have passed.

Another feature of the invention involves the __
provision of means for expeditiously separating

or removing the straps from their supporting
structure, whereby cattle may travel through the

cate opening or passage when so desired, thus

eliminating the provision of another gate.

Important advantages of the invention lie in
its simplicity of construction, and in its adapta-
bility to economical manufacture.

With the above more important ob,]ects and fea-

tures in view and such other objects and features
as may become apparent as this specification
proceeds, the invention consists essentially in the
arrangement and construction of parts as illus-
trated in the accompanying drawings, in which:

Figure 1 is a perSpectwe view of the invention,
illustrating the same in situ in a gate opemng or
passageway,
- Pigure 2 is a cross sectional view taken sub-
stantially in the plane of the line 2-—2 in Fig-
ure 1,

Figure 3 is a perspectwe view of one of the
securing hooks used in the invention, |

Figure 4 is a top plan view, similar to tha,t
shown in Figure 1, but illustrating a modified

embodiment of the invention,
| Ficure 5 is a cross sectional view, taken sub-
stantially in the plane of the line 5——-5 in Fig-
ure 4, and

Figure 6 is a fragmentary perspective detail,
partially broken away, illustrating the mounting
of the straps shown in Figures 4 and 5.

Iike characters of reference are employed to
designate like parts in the speciﬂcation and
throughout the several views,
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Referring now to the accompanying drawings -
in detail, and more particularly to Figures 1, 2
and 3, the invention consists of a cattle guard .
designated generally by the reference character

- 10, the same being intended for positioning in a .

passage or a gate opening, such as for example

-exists between a pair of fence poc:ts 12, as illus-

trated in Figure 1.
The cattle guard {0 embodies in its construc-

tion a pair of spaced, substantially. parallel side

members, preferably assuming the form of angle
bars {4 which have horizontal flanges resting
upon the ground 16 and upstanding flanges
formed with rows of .apertures (8, as will be

‘clearly apparent.

The angle bars 14 are secured tc the ground
16 by a plurality of hooks 28, as best shown in
Figure 3, the bill portions 22 of these hooks en-
gaging upper edge portions of the vertical flanges
of the angle bars and extending through aper-
tures in the horizontal flanges into the ground,
as indicated at 24 (see Fig. 2).

The essence of novelty of the invention resides
in the provision of a set of spaced parallel straps

25 20 formed from suitable material, these straps.
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having end portions formed with suitable aper-
tures 28 to accommodate hook-shaped ends 30
of a set of tension springs 32, as is best shown

in Figure 2.

One of the springs 32 is, of course, provided
at each end of each of the straps 26, and the
outer end portions of the springs terminate in
hook-shaped extremities 34 which are removably
anchored in the aforementioned apertures (8.

By virtue of this arrangement, that is, by
virtue of the springs 32 and by virtue of their
attachment to the angle bars (4, the straps 26
are normally retained in an elevated pocition
above the ground 16, as is best shown in Figure
2, In which they discourage the travel of cattle
through the gate as has been already explained.

However, persons or vehicles may readily travel

over the guard by simply depressing, by their
weight, the straps 26 to the ground.

Referring now to the modified embodiment
of the Invention illustrated in the accompany-
ing Pigures 4, 5 and 6 and designhated by the
general reference character 40, the same em-
bodies in its construction a pair of spaced, sub-
stantially parallel side members including angle
bars 42 similar to the aforementioned bars 14
but devoid of the apertures I8 with which the
bars {4 are formed.

The angle bars 42 are secured to the ground

55 44 b_y a plurality of hooks 46 (similar to the
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- aforementio'ned hooks 20), but 1.t is to be noted'-f- :
- that the side members of this embodiment also

~Include suitable rods or rails 48 which are dis-
posed at the “mmde” of the bars 42 as 1s best ..

_shewn in Figure 5.

The rods 48 are prov1ded at one end thereof
with laterally projecting studs 59, the latter hav-

5

ing diametrically reduced end portions 52 (see
Figure 6) which removably extend through the

bars 42 and are:retained in p051t10n by the nuts:
54. The remaining end portions of the rods -
substantlally:
J-shaped hooks 56 secured to the bars, as shown:"

48 are removably receivable in

- 0 secure said

on the ground to extend longitudinally through
a gateway, said angle bars having vertical flanges

“and horizontal ground engaging fianges . pro- |
_V1ded at the lower edges of the vertical flanges
with a plurahty of vertical apertures,

inverted hooks having bill portions in sustammgw. |

'engagement with upper edge por tions of said
said hooks . extending down-

vertical flanges,
wardly at one side of the vertical flanges and

through said apertures into the ground whereby

angle bars in position, and a
plurality of depressible straps extending trans-

- versely between the angle bars and resiliently

In this embodiment of the invention, a set-of:-

flexible straps 58 is also provided, these being

15
similar to the aforementioned straps-26iiand’

being equipped at the ends thereof with-: tensmn -

springs 60 which, in turn,
portions 62 receivable

formed in the rods 48. In this manner, the

have angulated end
111 suitable apertures: -

20

rods 48 normally. retain. the straps 58 in: their
elevated positions, but when it is desired to pass. -

 cattle through the gate;

the straps 58 may be.-

readily .removed by elmply detaching the: ‘Tods.-

48 from: the: angle bars 42 upon removing: the

‘nuts:
“hooks 6. .

_"5 Numf‘*el
o and dlsengagmb_ the reds from the

It is believed that the advantages and - use. of_-.- |
the 1nvent1o_n will be clearly’ apparent: from.the

~ foregoing. - diselosure - and - accordingly,

‘necessary.
Having descrlbed the
| claimed as new: is::

In a cattle guard the cemblnatlen of a palr 35

further:
descnptmn thereof at thls point is deemed un~

mventmn- W-h'at.--'~ 1,5;..- .

_of spaced: -angle bars. _adapted to -be- positioned

30 1, 9_7;7;; 370.

- connected to the vertical flanges thereof whereby o
10 provide insecure footing for animals but fa-

0111tate passage ef vehleles longltudmally of the

_guard
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