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This invention relates to new and useful im-
provements in covers and more particularly to
protective covers for caskets and the like.

A primary object of the present invention. 1s
to provide a cover loosely embracing the ends
and top of the casket so designed as to support
creat earth loads thereby preventing the earth
above the casket to cave in to destroy or harm

the casket.
Another important object of the present in-

vention is to provide a protective cover ior cas-

kets that is conveniently inserted in place as the

casket is lowered into a grave that will elimi-
" nate the usual annual upkeep in grave work due
to ground settlement.

A further object of the present invention is to
pr ov1de a cover for the purposes disclosed that
includes hew and novel means whereby the same
may be readily and quickly lowered in position to
a casket without the necessity of the grave at-
tendant having to climb into the grave after the
casket has been lowered in position thereto.

A still further aim of the present invention is
to provide a protective cover for caskets that is
simple and practical in construction, strong and
religble in use, relatively inexpensive o manu-
facture, and otherwise well adapted for the pur-
poses for which the same is intended.

Other objects and advantages reside in the
details of construction and operation as more
fully hereinafter described and claimed, reier-
ence being had to the accompanying drawings
forming part hereof, wherein like numerals refer
to like parts throughout, and in which:

Figure 1 is a front elevational view showmg
the protective casket cover in use;

PFigure 2 is a front elevational view of the pres-
ent invention with parts thereof broken away,

Figure 3 is a perspective view of one of the
end members for use with the cover members,
and with parts broken away and shown in sec-
tion;

Picure 4 is a perspective view of one of the
cover members, and with parts broken away and
shown in section; and,

Pigure 5 is an enlarged fragmentary vertical
sectional view taken substantially on the plane
of section line 5—5 of Figure 3.

Referring now to the drawings in detail,
wherein for the purpose of illustration, there 1S
disclosed a preferred emhbodiment of the present
invention, the numeral 10 represents a pair of
substantially rectangular end members of pref-

erably concrete material which are provided with 53
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a suitable number of spaced parallel steel rein-
forcing rods 12.

Suitably carried by selective rods 12 are sup-
porting brackets {4 having one of their ends em-
bedded or anchored in the upper portion of the
end members to offer rigidity to the brackets and
the free ends of these brackets project cutwardly
from one face of the members 10, and are pro-
vided with apertures 16, |

Extending longitudinally between the end
members is a vplurality of spaced parallel cross
members or rods i8 having their terminal por-
tions turn=d outwardly to engage the apertures
16 provided in the brackets, as best shown in
Ficure 5 of the drawings, in order to tie the up-
per portions of the end members together.

The numerals 20 and 22 represents the sub-
stantially rectangular cover members or slaps
that extend in arch form between the end mem-
These cover members are preferably of
concrete material having longitudinally extend-
ing spaced parallel steel reinforcing rods 24 em-
bedded therein,

The free ends of these cover members rest on
opposite ends of rods 18 and hold the ends of
the rods 18 in engagement with the brackets (4.

The inner end of one of the cover members,
for example 22, is provided with a transversely
extending substantially friangular tongue 26,
that tightly engages a transversely extending
substantially V-shaped groove 28 provided in the
edege of cover 28 opposing tongue 26,

‘Th= cover members are of such a length that
when they are in a fixed position, as shown in
Fisure 1 of the drawings, the adjacent engaged
ends of the covers will be spaced above the ends
thereof that bear on the brackets so as to cause
load pressure applied upon the covers to be in-
clined at a vertical angle with the ground sur-
face.

Should the resulting load pressure from the
earth above the casket 30 become great and
force the cover members downwardly the cross
bars 18 will support the load and covers to pre-
vent the covers from engaging the top of the
casket.

In use of the device, the casket is first low-
ered into the ground and then the end members
are fixed in the grave opposing the ends of the
casket.

The cover members are then placed in posi-
tion to the casket as previously described, W1th
the aid of the U-shaped handle brackets 32 car-
ried by the covers.

Obviously, these handles may be used to lower
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the cover in position to the casket by suitable
suspension means, without the necessity of the
attendant having to climb into the grave,

In view of the foregoing description taken in
conjunction with the accompanying drawings it
is believed that a clear understanding of the de-
vice will be quite apparent to those skilled in
this art. A more detailed description is accord-
ingly deemed unnecessary.

It is to be understood, however, that even
though there is herein shown and described a
preferred embodirhent of the invention the same
is susceptible to certain changes fully compre-
hended by the spirit of the invention as herein
described and the scope of the appended claims.

Having described the invention, what 1is
claimed as new 1is:

1. A protective earth supporting cover for cas-
kets comprising a pair of spaced parallel upright
end members, supporting brackets anchored to
the upper portions of said end membkers, Cross-
members extending between said end members
and terminally secured to the brackets, said
. cross-members tying the upper portions of said
end members together, and a pair of abutting
slabs extending in arch form hetween the end
members and positioned over the cross-~mem-
bers, the free ends of said slabs resting on op-
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posite ends of said cross-members and holding
the ends of said cross-members in engagement
with the brackets.

2. The combination of claim 1 and suspension

straps engaging means secured to the adjacent
ends of said slabs to permit lowering of said slabs
into a grave while the slabs remain in their arch

form.
WALTER J. RUNYON.
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