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1 Claim.
1

The present invention relates to bracelets, and
meore particuiar.y to expansion braceleis of the
type that may be slipped on and off the wrisk
over the hand, without opening the bracelet.

- An okjJect of the invention is to provide a new. 5
and lmproved arrangement for increasing the
degree of expansion of the bracelet. |

A furtner object is to provide. for more facile
cetachment of the parts of the bracelet, and
re-assembly of the same.

Another object is to provide a bracelet that
-shali expose no base metal for contacting with
the wearer’s skin.

Other and further objects will be explained
hereinafter, and will be particularly pointed out
In the appended claim.

- T'he Invention will now be explained in con-
nection with the accompanying drawings, in
wiich Fig. 1 is an elevation of a bracelet em-
- bodying the present invention: Fig. 2 is a longi-
tudinal section, upon 3 largsr scale, taken upon
the line 2—2 of ¥Fig. 1, looking in the direction
cf the arrows; Fig. 3 is a transverse section
‘upon a still larger scale, taken upon the line
- 3—3 of Fig. 2, looking in the direction of the.
arrows; ¥ig. 4 is a section similar to Fig. 2
with the parts in relatively different positions:
¥ig. o is a longitudinal section, upon a larger
scale, taken upon the line 5—5% of Fig. 4, looking
in the direction of the arrows: Fig. § is a section 39
similar to Figs. 2 and 4, showing the parts in
still different relative positions, for purpocses of
disassembly; and Fig. 7 is a transverse section,
upon a larger sca'e, taken upon the line 7T—1

of Fig. 4, looking in the direction of the arrows. 35

The improved hkracelet of the present inven-
tion may ccemprise an intermediately disposed
identification link having an identification sur-
face 2, an end link 4 disposed at each end there-
of, and further links §, terminating in links 8 40
for attachment to a watch or other element
(not shown). The identification link and one

of the end links 4 may be referred {0 ss one
pair of link members, and the identification link
and the other end link 4 may be referred to as 45
ancther pair of link members,.

The identification link is shown as comprising
a suprorting U-shaped metal member 18 and
a metal covering U-shaved member 2 provid-
ing a hollow space {8 between them. The cover 50
U-shapad member is shown with terminal lips
{6 at the ends of the arms {8 of the U, received
in depr~ssions 20 at the sides of the bodv of
the U ‘of the supporting member {0. The arms
22 of the U of the supporting member 18 may 9o
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s poses of asseibly or repair.

‘memper (0,
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2

engage more or less snugly against the arms
18 of the cover member (2. -

The U-shaped supporting and cover members
i3 and {2 constitute 2 hollow supporting hous-
ing member {3, {2 for two elongated hollow con-
necting members Z4. The housing member 19,
14 is open at its ends, in order to permit the
connecting members to slide into and out of
tlie housing through these ends, but it is other-
wise closed.

‘Though the parts I8 and {2 of this housing
membper (8, {2 are held snugly together, they
may be separated by sliding one longitudinally
upon the other. This may be useful for opur-
"The supporting
and cover members {8 and {2 are shown slighitly
curved, to conform to the curvature of the wrist.
Their relative sliding movement is not inter-
fered with by the curvature, since the radius of
curvature is approximately the same in both
cases. - |

The hollow connecting members 24 are each
of outside cross-section corresponding to the
cross-section of the hollow of the supporting
12, They therefore fit in the hous-
ing of the supporting member {8, 12, with their
outside walls in contact with the inside walis
of the supporting member {8, 2.

Each connecting member 24 is shown con-
stituted of a metal strip bent into the form of
a parallelopiped with open bottom and top, but
curved laterally to conform fto the curvature
of the members {6 and 12, so as to permit of
sliding movement of the connecting members in
the identification-link housing. The connecting
member is shown almost completely within the
housing member (2, 12 in Fig. 2, and partiglly
retracted in Fig. 4.

Fach connecting member 24 housss a com-
pression spring 28, one end of which engages
against an end 28 of the connecting member,
and the other end of which engages againsy a
stop 88, T'wo such stops 28 are provideq, bridg-
ing the arms 22 of the supnorting member {8,
one at each end therecof. 'The stops 38 may be
provided in any desired manner, as hy solider-
ing or bending. The snrings 26 maintain the
conn-~eting members 24 normally within the
hovsing member (8, 12, as illustrated in Fig. 2.

The other end of each connecting member
24 1s provided with a hook 232, which may be
formed during the process of hending the metal
of the conunecting member into paralieloviped
form, as before described, One of the end links
A is secured to each hook 32. To expand the




2,539,110

3

bracelet, therefore, all that is necessary is to
pull upon the end links 4, whereupon they will
hecome moved away from the identification link,
as illustrated in Fig. 4, to provide a gap 34 be-
tween each end link 4 and the identification
link. The gap 384, however, is bridged by the
connectine members 24. The continuity of the
bracelet, therefore, remains unbroken by this
separation of the end links 4 from the identifi-
cation link, owing to the nature of the connec-
tion between the identification link and the end
links 4 provided by the connecting members.

To disassemble the bracelet, for purposes of
repair, or to increase or decrease the number
of links 6, or for other reasons, the supporfing
member {9 may be slid to one side with respect
to the cover member {2, and one of the connect-
ing members may then be moved to the same
side, to expose its end 28. The connecting mem-
ber may then be removed by pressing on the part
23. The bracelet may thus be assembled and
disassembled without the necessity for using
tools, soldering, or anything else except one’s
fingers. The dealer may, therefore, repair the
bracelet himself, on the spot, and without send-
ing the bracelet to the factory for repair.

The degree of expansion of this bracelet 1Is
substantially the combined length of the two
connecting members 24, or the length of the
identification member, in addition to such ex-
pansion as may be provided between the links 4
and 6.

It will be observed that the construction is such
that only the gold-filled parts contact with the
wearer’s skin. The base metal is all covered by
the gold.

Modifications will occur to persons skilled In
the art, and all such are considered to fall with-
in the spirit and scope of the invention, as de-
fined in the appended claim.

What is claimed is:

An identification member comprising a U-
shaped supporting member provided with two
stops bridging the arms of the U at the respective
ends of the supporting member, a U-shaped cover
for the U-shaped supporting member, the arms
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of the U-shaped supporting member having
means for holding the U-shaped cover and the

U-shaped supporting member together to form
o hollow housing between the supporting mem-
her and the cover but permitting relative sliding
movement of the U-shaped members to permit
their detachment, two hollow connecting mem-
bers each telescopically fitted in the hollow hous-
ing with their outside walls in contact with the
inside walls of the hollow housing, and two
springs respectively disposed in the hollow con-
necting members between the respective con-
necting members and the respective stops to op-
pose the slidable movement of the connecting
members outwardly of said hollow, the connecting
members comprising strips bent into the form
of parallelepipeds in which the springs are re-
spectively bound, the connecting members hav-
ing terminal portions at the ends of the hollow
housing for connecting the identification mem-
ber to parts of the bracelet, and the terminal
portions of the connecting members being mov-
able slidably out of the hollow housing in oppo-
sition to the action of the respective springs the
U-shaped supporting member and the U-shaped
cover being longitudinally adjustable with re-
spect to each other to permit detaching the con-
necting members,
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