TS

Oct. 31, 1950 V. CIVKIN ETAL 2528211

WALL FOR MODEL BUILDING STRUCTURES
Filed Oct. 16, 1948

nf.'l .

II ) ’ . . H
R T T, M Yy

-a
Ill -
Fs

E
z:

“
|
L5
{

Y
JN
¢
!t
:

)

R A s g g o it AP o i

)
o

[

L
I 2

T :

- mventor*ss '
oS Victor CivKin,
Ger'a!d Macam

Their A"t‘tor*ne_g

X




—
£

Patented Oct. 31, 1950

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE

12,528,211

2,528,211
WALL FOR MODEL BUILDIN G STRUCTURES

Victor Civkin, Fairfield, and Gerald M. Macari,
South Norwalk, Conn
Electric Compa,ny, a corporation of New York

Application October 16, 1948, Serial No. 54,954
(Cl. 35-——16)

1

Our _inven‘tion_ rélates to model building strue-

tures and more particularly to walls of such struc-
tures such as those for tse in building minia-
tures of kitchen or laundry rooms. It has been
customary in the past to provide scale minia-
tures of furniture, cabinets, appliances and other
articles used in the home and to use these minia-
tures in planning full-sized rooms. Of course,
walls are necessary to complete the model room
structures, and our invention involves improve-
ments in such wall construction.

Ordinarily, rooms such as the kitchen and laun-
dry have a dropped ceiling or soffit over wall
cablnets which rungs around the top of the walls
next to the ceiling, and overhangs the walls.
Difficulty has been experienced in the past in
providing a. realistic soffit for use with kitchen
or laundry miniatures. One object of our inven-
tion is to provide a wall for such miniatures
mcludmg a simulated soffit.

Scale models of kitchen and 1aundry often in-
clude items such as doors, windows, pictures, wall
shelves, wall cabinets and Wall—-hung appliances,
all of which items may be classified as simula-
tions of wall-associated articles. Another object
is to incorporate in model building structures
a concealed means for securing scale models of
wall-associated articles to the wall section.

A still further object of our invention is to
provide a convenient scale so that the walls of
rooms may be laid out in proper dimensions for
study and planning.

These objects and others are accomplisned by

combining the soffit and wall into a single item,

altering the soffit construction at certain points,
providing means to hang wall-associated articles
without making holes in the wall face, and pro-

- viding a suitable scale applied dlrectly on each

section.
- Other objects and the deta,lls of that which

we believe to be novel and our invention will be

clear from the following description and claims
taken with the accompanying drawing in which
is illustrated an example of model building struc-
ture embodying the present invention and in-
corporating our novel wall construction.

In the drawing Fig. 1 is a perspective view

showing two angularly abutted wall sections ac-

cording to our i1nvention, together with scale
models of various articles with which a model
Kitchen might be built:
perspective view of the outside of the two joined
walls of Fig. 1; Fig. 3 is a perspective rear view
of a cabinet or other article which may be used
with a wall .according to the present invention,
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Fig. 2 is a fragmentary

s
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assignors to Genera,l |
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and Fig., 4 is a fragmentary section on an en-
larged scale taken substantlally on line 4—4 of
Mg, 2.

Walls for miniature or model building struc-
tures have been made without soffits, or with
soffits as a separate item to be applied to wall
sections. According to our inventon we provide
two or more similar wall sections or units which
are movable relative to each other and each of
which carries its own soffit. We have indicated
these wall sections at | and each of these has
a longitudinally extending, imperforate rectangu-
lar panel 2, preferably made of light gauge sheet
steel for purposes which will appear later. In
order to support this wall panel in an upstanding
manner from a table or other surface on which
the model is to be assembled, we provide an
outturned base or bottom flange 3 which extends
along the length of the bottom of the wall sec-
tion. Rectangular end flanges 4 on the wall sec-
tions may also be provided for stiffening the

. - sections and for giving them a more finished
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appearance.
- Along the top of ea,ch wall is secured a soffit

5 composed of a horizontal soffit base 6 over-
hanging the wall panel and a vertical soffit face
1 projecting upwardly from the soffit base. This
soffit is secured fto the top edge of the wall by
means of an outturned flange 8 on the top of
the wall to which the inner end of the soffit base

B is brazed, welded or otherwise secured as at
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~ tions at the end of one of the wall sections.

9. Immediately next to the line where the up-
per wall flange and the soffit base are secured
together, we provide a step portion 10 for slightly
spacing the soffit from the top edge of the wall.
This is shown as a step in the soffit base al-
though obviously the step might be made in the
wall flange. With either method of manufac-
ture a slot or groove (I between the top of the
wall and the bottom of the sofiit is produced.

- When it is desired to join one of the wall simu-
lating sections in abutting angular relation to
another similar wall section, the overhanging

‘soffits would interfere with each other excepting

that we discontinue or cut away the soffit por-
This

- means that the top wall flange 8 is cut a,way as
~at 12, the soffit base 6 is cut away as at {8 and
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the soffit face 7 is cut away as at 14, The dis-
tance of this cut-away portlon is equal to the
distance of overhang of the soffit of the similar
wall section with which the section under con-
sideration is to be used. Because the soffit at
one end is thus discontinued, this end of the wall
section can be brought close to the face of an




i is provided at the top of the wall.
for this reason that the walls are made of sheet

-—

~ adjoining wall section at any point along 1ts'

length as shown clearly in Figs. 1 and 2.

In order to provide a convenient scale for in-

Hdmatmg the dimensions of a room built from

the above described walls, we have shown & top

edge or face 15 on the soffit. This is generally

.2,;52'8;2:1 1' -

'cmted altlcles the wall panel need not be per-

 forated, and therefore all portions of the wall

~ present a smooth and unbroken surface.
flanges 28 are in back of and are concealed by
- the door, window or other article which they
support, and the magnets 33 are also concealed.

- parallel to the soffit base and of a width or depth

such that it ‘extends back toward the extended
vertical plane of the wall panel with its free edge

6 terminating in the plane of the extended wall

‘panel. At the end where the so: it is dlscontmued

this top face 15 is preferably extended for the

10

full leneth of the wall face below it, as shown

at 17, the end portion thereof being bent slightly
“upwards as indicated at {8 in order. to slide. ea,sﬂy
~ gver the soffit which it overlaps.

A suitable scale 19 is provided along the free_'
edge 16 so that measurements for layout of sam-

ple rooms can be made easily. - This scale starts
at the end of the wall where the soffit is cut

away, for convenience in laying out fGOIIlS ac-

cording to known dimensions.
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in the art.
-~ the appended claims shall cover such modifica-
tions and applications as do not depart from the

20'_1;1'1.16 spirit and scope; of our invention.

- Adapted for use with the walls'above descubed |

 are miodels or miniatures of articles or appliances

made on the same scale as the scale iS¢ at the top
of the walls.
fricerator 28, a range 24, a
- floor cabinets 23, 24, 28 and 6.
cal articles of kitchen furniture, and other ar-

ticles may be provided in like fashion as is cus-

 tomary, including such things as washers, driers,

and ironers for use in building a model of a laun-
dry. Allof the-above-described 1tems rest on the.
table or other surface on which the wall simulat- -
ing structure is placed and need not be secured
“However, if it is desired to

- or hung to the wall.
- adddoors, windows, wall cabmets and ctherarticles
usually associated with the walls rather than
with the floor of a room,
be pmmded for hangmg these wall-associated

arivicles,
It is also

~ steel. We have shown a door simulating panel

97 and a window simulating panel 28 both hung -

from the groove {1 by means of a simple top
flange 289.

the removable location of either the door or the
window at any point along the wall. Wall cabi-

nets or other articles could also be hung in thls'__.'.

fashion.

In some" m'stances it mlcrht be deswaale to 10— |

~cate the wall-associated articles at a distance
%pacﬂﬂ downwaraly flom the bottorm of the sof-

some extra means should

Tt should be clear that the coopera-
tion of the flange 29 with the groove- [i parmits.
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We have shmm models of a re~-
sink 22 and various
These are typi-

‘The

by the cabinets when these are used.  Thus, all

of the means for hanging the wall-associated ar-
ticles are hidden from view to improve the simu-

-latmn of an actual room arrangement.

- As will be evident from the foregoing descrlp-
tion, certain aspects of our inventlon are not

limited to the particular details of construction
of the example 111u5trated and we contemplate

that various and other modifications and applica--
tlons of the invention will occur to those skilled
Tt is therefore our intention that

What we claim as new and desire. to secure by |

Letters Patent of the United States is:

1. A seli- suppmtmg wall-simulating section -

for angular abutting relation with similar wall
sections along the length thereof in the construec-
| tlon of model bmldmgs comprising an upstand-
ing

rectangular, 10'“1g1tud1nally extending wall
pa&el with a top, a supporfing base integral

- therewith, a soffit secured along the length of

30

the top overhanging the wall panel for a given :

~ distanee normal thereto, the front and bottom.

35

- wall portions of said so
its 1'==Y1G‘th at one end of the wall for a distance
~equal to the distance of overhang, and a scale

ffit being discontinued in |

carried by said soffit at the upper portion thereoi,

qaid.scale being co-extensive with the wall panel

 and adapted snugly to overlie the upper edge of
the soffit of an abutting wall section.
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‘It is for this purpese that the groove

- portion having a base wall secured to said

2. Ina construction kit for building mlma,tures
of Tooms having ‘soffits at the tops of the walls,
a, movable wall unit- comprlslng a self-suppori~
ing, rigid panel with a top flange portion, a soffit
jange
in - offset relation therewﬂsh to provide a groove
deﬁned by the soffit hase wall and the top flange
por tion of said wall panel and a simulated wall-
associated article, having a rearwardly extending

flange on the back of said article adapted to seat

removably in said groove for supportmﬂ' the

article relative to the wall panel

3. A wall simulating section adapted to abut '

- at an angle-against the face of a similar wall

fit. For. this reason, or in case the groove ttis

not provided, we may utilize the magnetic quali-
ties of the steel wall fo hang the wall-associated
articles thereon.
cabinets 36 and 3! are shown. Referring to Fig. 3,
the rear of these cabinets may be pro mt.ed wmh
o socket 32 in which a small buv powerful perma-
nent magnet 33 1Is moulded, cemented or other-

wise suitably secured. ‘The cabinet model itself
is made of a sunitable non-magnetic licht. mate-

rial such as plastic, and when the cabinet is

applied to the wall the magnet will hold it in

piace and yet permit manual shifting of the cabi-
nes v any desired position on the wall.
ably, and as shown, the magnet is lor*a,tﬂd at the
top of the cabinet so that gravity will simply aid

“For example, two- styles of wall

 porting said panel in vertical position, a rear-
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- simulating:section at:any point along the 1ength
thereof to form- contiguous walls in the con-

struction of small scale room models, comprising
a rigid wall panel, a base-forming flange for sup-

wardly extending ﬁange defining the upper edge
of the wall panel, and a soffit-simulating section
havmg a bhase wall secured to said last-named
flange against the rearmost edge thereof and
projecting forwardly to overhang said wall panel
at right angles theretc and in ofiset relation with

- said upper flange to provide a continuous, in-

" conspicugus- groove -defined by the base wall of

. sald so _
portion of said wall panel for releasably sup-

Prefer~-  porting wall—assoclated acecessories -berieath said

70

fit-simulating section and the top flange

soffit, said soffit base and front walls commencing

at one end of said wall panel and terminating

in positioning the cabinet vertic a1ly. More thau B

one magnet micht be used if lOU.I'ld Necess ry to

sizes of cabinets.

Y by el

SURPOT t larger.

In hoth :forms of support for the mralluasso-_

short of the other end by a distance equal to

the overhang of. sald soffit relative fo said Wall_
panel.

4, A wa,il 51mu1at1ng sectmn &dapted to abut '
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~at an angle against the face of a similar wall |

- simulating section at any point along the length

thereof to form contiguous walls in the construc-

tion of small scale room models, comprising 2

rigid wall panel, a base-forming flange for sup-
- porting said panel in vertical position, a rear-
wardly extending flange defining the upper edge
of the wall panel, a soffit-simulating section hav-
- ing a base wall secured to said last-named flange

against the rearmost edge thereof and projecting

forwardly to overhang said wall panel at right
- angles thereto and in. offset relation with said

upper flange to provide a continuous, inconspicu-
- ous groove defined by the base wall of said soffit-
simulating section and the top flange portion of

oy |

10'
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said wall panel for releasably supporting wall- .

associated accessories beneath said soffit, said
sof_lt base and front walls comencing at one end
of said wall panel and terminating short of the
- other end by a distance equal to the overhang
of said soffit relative to said wall panel, and a
flange extending at right angles from the edge
of said wall panel at the said other end thereof

20

b

- 10 provlde a surface facilitating the recta,ngular

arrangement of adjacent wall sections.
VICTOR CIVKIN.
GERALD M. MACARLI.
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