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1

This invention relates to containers, and more
particularly to containers such as cartons or
boxes, especially adapted for use In distributing
or merchandizing comestibles, e. g., sandwiches,
cakes and the like of other than rectangular
shape.

The volume of present day sales of packaged
cakes, sandwiches, pies and the like is very large,
and efficient machinery for automatically wrap-
ping such commodities is in wide general use.
The wrapping of such merchandise by means of
automatic machinery is highly desirable because
of the economy of the machine operation as well
as because of the assurance of cleanliness which
can be obtained only when contact of the
comestibles with human hands can be eliminated
or minimized. However, as far as I am aware,
agutomatic wrapping machinery of the kind re-
ferred to, and which is now available, is adapted
only for wrapping articles of generally rectangu-
lar shape and is not capable of automatically
wrapping articles in the shape of triangles, such
as diagonally cut half sandwiches or articles of
semi-circular shape, such as half round cakes.

An object of the present invention is to provide
an improved carton, box, or the like, which is
exteriorly of generally rectangular shape so as
to be adapted to be wrapped by existing auto-
matic machinery, and which is formed or pro-
vided with an interior wall, or interior walls de-
lineating a compartment in which an irregularly
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Other objects will become apparent from a
reading of the following description, the append-
ed claims, and the accompanying drawing, in
which:

Figure 1 1s a perSpective view of a package in-
cluding a carton embodying the invention in one
form;

Figure 2 is a perspective view of a blank for
forming a carton as shown in Figure 2, or al-
ternatively, for forming a carton as shown in
Figure 3: and

Figure 3 is a view similar to Figure 1 but show- -
ing the carton in another form. )

The package shown in Figure 1 comprises a
carton of parallelepipedal form, generally desig-

" nated A, enclosed in a wrapping B of transparent

‘sheet material, e. g., “Cellophane,” or the like,

The carton A is set up to provide three triangular

- compartments, namely, a central compartment
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shaped sandwich, cake section, or other comesti-

ble unit may be positioned and held against dis-
placement so as not to be crushed, broken or
otherwise damaged durlng wrapping and han-
dling of the package.

Another object of the invention is to provide
g carton or box of the character referred to which
can be formed of a blank made of a single piece
of sheet material such as card board.

Another object of the invention is to provide
a carton or box of the kind described in which
a wall or partition of a compartment for a co-
mestible article is connected to or engageable
with the outer walls of the carton or box at two
points only so as to be flexible and capable of
readily conforming to or “fitting” the article.

Another object of the invention is to provide
a carton or box of the class referred to of such
- construction that when filled and wrapped in a
transparent covering, such as ‘“Cellophane,” the
contents may be viewed from both the top and
one side or edge of the complete package.

A further object of the invention is to provide
a novel blank for forming a carton having the
novel characteristics set forth above.
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{, for holding and protecting a diagonally cut
half sandwich C, and end compartments 2-—2
which may be packed with “extra value” items
such as potato chips, mints, nuts, or other added
units generally designated D.

The carton or box A comprises a bottom 3,
back wall 4, end walls 5 and 6 and a deformable
V-shaped interior wall or partition 1. In ac-
cordance with a feature of the invention, the
extremities only of the wall T are connected to
the other parts of the carton, and the edge of the
partition 7 adjacent the bottom 3 is free from
restraining connection to the bottom. Conse-
quently, the wall T is free to float or flex and
to conform to the shape of or fif the sandwich C
snugly, vet softly, so as not to deform it, which
would detract from its appearance and render
it less easily salable. As shown in Figure 1, the

partition T is not joined to and does not even

engage the back wall 4, yet the partition is suf-
ficiently close to the rear wall to separate the
two extra compariments 2—2. The sandwich
will therefore be held firmly without being
crushed, will be attractively displayed; and al-
though it is of ftriangular shape, it may be
wrapped by automatic machinery now in general
use.

In accordance with a further feature of the
invention, the carton A may be formed from a-
novel blank of sheet material. As shown in Fig-
ure 2, a blank A’ is cut unitarily from a sheet
of cardboard or the like and is provided with
fold lines {o form the oblong bottom 3, oblong
back wall 4, end walls 5 and 6, and the interior
wall or partition 1, all previously referred to.
Preferably, end tabs 8 and 8 provided at the ends
of the bottom 3 are adapted to be Iolded up slong
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lines {8 and i1, respectively to re-enforce the end
walls 5 and 6 and to hold the end walls aligned
with the ends of the bottom 3 when the blank
A’ is folded to form the carton A.

In the blank A’, the black wall 4 is directly
aligcned with the end walls § and §, the partition
1, and also with an anchoring tab 12 which is
formed as a continuation of the end wall §, and
which serves as part of the partition wall 7. The
partition 7 is formed with an attaching tab {3

iy |
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having slits 14 and {5 adapted to interengage

selectively with slits 16 and 17 in the anchoring
tab 12, thus giving greater or less extent to the
portion wall T when the blank is folded into
carton form. Thus it is possiblie o vary the size
of the compartment { according to the size of the
article it is to contain.

The relative lengths of the partition portion 7
extending from the end wall & and the anchoring
tab may differ somewhat from the relative
lengths of these parts as shown in the drawing.
-+ Thus, the relative lengths of these parts may be
such that the slifs on the tabs 12 and (3 may
interencage somewhat nearer the back wall of
the formed carton or box A.

The back wall 4 may be formed with windows
or openings (8—18 through which the contents
of the compartments 2 may be viewed from the
rear of the carton A wrapped in the transparent
covering.

An information or price indicating tab 19 is
adapted to be folded on the line 20 between the
end wall 6 and the partition 1, so as to extend
conspicuously across the sandwich C under the
wrapping B. | |

The package shown in Figure 3 is formed of the
same kind of blank A’ as the package shown
in Figure 1, but nevertheless is especially adapted
for holding a semi-circular article such as a half
cake, instead of a triangular article. The adapt-
ability of the blank for forming cartons capable
of holding articles of different shapes is due
primarily to the flexibility of the partition or

backing 1, and this in turn is due to the con-

necting of only the extremities of the backing to
the other parts of the container, In the package
shown in Figure 3 2 half cake E is shown in a
semi-circular compartment {’ and the other two
compartments 2’~—2’ for the “extra value” con-
tents are of correspondingly altered shape.
Otherwise, the parts are the same as shown in
Figure 1 and are designated by corresponding
reference characters.
I claim:

1. A package comprising a carton of substan-
tislly parallelepipedal exterior shape and includ-
ing a bottom, a rear wall, and end walls, but be-
ing open af the front and top and including a
partition extending from the front end portions
of the end walls rearwardly and towards the
center of the rear wall to form g carton com-
partment shaped to receive snugly an object of
other than rectangular shape; end tabs respec-
tively extending upwardly from the opposite ends
of said bhotitom and being disposed inside of and
contiguous to said end walls, the front edge por-
tions of said end tabs extending respectively be-
tween said end walls and the rearwardly exXtend-
ing front portions of said partifion; and a frans-
parent wrapping enclosing the carton.

2. A package comprising a carton of substan-
tially parallelepipedal exterior shape and includ-
ing a bottom, a rear wall, and end walls, but be-
ing open at the front and top and including a
fexible partition extending from the front end
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portions of the end walls rearwardly and towards
the center of the rear wall {o form a carton com-
partment shaped to receive snugly an object of
other than rectangular shape, the edge of said
partition adjacent said bottom being free of re-
straining connection to said bottom so that the
flexibility of said partition enables it to assume
a position conforming to the shape of said ob-
Ject; end tabs respectively extending upwardly
from the opposite ends of said bottom and being
disposed inside of and contiguous to sald end
walls, the front edge portions of said end tabs
extending respectively between said end walls
and the rearwardly extending front portions of
saild partition; and a transparent wrapping en-
closing the carton.

3. A package comprising a carton of substan-
tially parallelepipedal exterior shape and includ-
ing & bottom, a rear wall, and end walls, but be-
ing open at the front and top and including a
flexible floating partition extending from the
front end portions of the end walls rearwardly
and towards the center of the rear wall, the rear
portion of said partition being free from support
by said rear and end walls to form a carton com-
partment, the edge of said partition adjacent said
bottom being free of restraining connection to
said bottom and thereby being deformable snd
thus adapted to receive snugly an object of other
than rectangular shape; end tabs respectively
extending upwardly from the opposite ends of
said bottom and bheing disposed inside of and
contiguous to said end walls, the front edge por-
tions of said end tabs extending respectively he-
tween said end walls and the rearwardly extend-
ing front portions of said partition; and a trans-
parent wrapping enclosing the carton.

4. A package comprising a carton of substan-
tially parallelepipedal exterior shape and includ-
ing a bottom, a rear wall, and end walls, but be-
ing open at the front and top and including
a V-shaped partition extending from the front
end portions of the end walls rearwardly and
towards the center of the rear wall to form a
carton compartment of {triangular shape:; end
tabs respectively extending upwardly from the
opposite ends of said bottor and being disposed
inside of and contiguous to said end walls, the
front edge portions of said end tabs extending
respectively between said end walls and the
rearwardly extending front portions of sald
partition, the edge of said partition adjacent
said bottom being free of restraining connection
to sald bhottom; and a transparent wrapping
enclosing the carton. -

D. A package comprising a carton of substan-
tially parallelepipedal exterior shape and includ-
ing a bottom, a rear wall, and end walls, but
being open at the front and top and including &
semi-circular partition extending from the front
end portions of the end walls rearwardly and
towards the center of the rear wall to form a
carton compartment of semi-circular shape; end
tabs respectively extending upwardly from the
opposite ends of said bottom and being disposed
inside of and contiguous to said end walls, the
front edge porfions of said end tabs extending
respectively befween said end walls and the rear-
wardly extending front portions of said partition,
the edge of said partition adjacent said bottom
being free of restraining connection to said bot-
tom: and a transparent wrapping enclosing the
carton..

6. A blank for forming a carton of substan-
tially parailelepipedal exterior shape and includ-
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ing & bottom, a rear wall, and end walls but
belng open at the front and tdp, and including a
partition extending from the front end portions
of the end walls rearwardly and towards the
center of the rear wall to form a carton com-
partment of other than rectangular shape, said
blank comprising an /‘oblong bottom part, an
oblong rear wall part joined to the bottom part
along one of the longer edges thereof, the re-
spective edges of said bottom part and said rear
wall part parallel to the joined edges of said
parts being straight and constituting parallel
outer edges of the blank, end wall parts extend-
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the longer edges thereof, the respective edges of
said bottom part and said rear wall part parallel
to the joined edges of sald parts being stralght
and constituting parallel outer edges of the
blank, end wall parts extending from the respec-
tive ends of the rear wall part in alignment

- therewith, end tab parts extending respectively
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ing from the respective ends of the rear wall part -

in alienment therewith, and a partition part
extending from and in alignment with one of
said end wall parts.

7. A blank for forming a carton of substan-
tially parallelepipedal exterior shape and includ-
ing a bottom, a rear wall, and end walls but being
open at the front and top, and including a. parti-
tion extending from the front end portions of
the end walls rearwardly and towards the center
of the rear wall to form a carton compartment
of other than rectangular shape, said blank com-
prising an oblong bottom part, an oblong rear
wall part joined to the bottom part along one of
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from the opposite ends of said bottom part, and

partition parts extending respectively from and

in aliecnment with said end wall parts: and

means on saild partition parts for interengaging
with each other.

CHARLES S. SMITH.
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