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T 3 Claims.

This invention relates to an improved rack or
holder for supporting tools. or other articles, and
is particularly intended for use In garages, €n-
gineering workshops and the like although it is
also suitable for other uses. . = |
- One object of the invention is to prewde a tool
rack or holder of this kind having specially de-
signed supporting clips which will effectively grip
and support a wide variety of tools o d1 ferent

. shapes and sizes.

- Another obJect IS to prev1de a t0ol suppertmg
rack or holder which can be readily made or cut
~ into specified lengths as desired to suit the loca-
tion or the purpose for which it is to be used and
in which the tool supporting clips can also be
readily adjusted to any desired or convenient po-
sition prior to the erection of the rack or holder.
According to the invention, the improved rack
or holder comprises a base bar and a plurality of
spring wire clips fitted on -said base bar in such
manner as to be slidably mevable along the bar

for spacing before the rack or holder is attached

to a wall or other surface but adapted to be
clamped between the rear surface of the base bar

- and the wall when the rack or holder is secured in

position. : ~
The splmg wire clips have downwardly bent

portions which pass across the rear surface of the
kase bar and an upwardly looped portion which
embraces the front surface of the bar.

form the tool supporting portion, said arms first
converging to meet, then diverging and converg-

Bach clip .
also has two forwardly extending arms which
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single length of spring wire bent to.the shape'

shown in Fig. 1. Each clip has two forwardly ex-

tending arms 3 which form the tool supportmg

- portion of the clip and a central bent part 4 which
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serves to attach the clip to the base bar .

The central part 4 has two dewnwardly bent :
portions 5 which pass across the rear surface of
the base bar | and an upwardly looped portion 6
which embraces the front surface of the base bar.
The portions 5 and 6 between them form a socket
or holder by means of which the clips 2 can be

slidably fitted onto the base bar from its end
and supported in peeltmn thereen Said pertlons .

5 and 6 also, by reason of the springiness of the
wire, have a frictional grip on the base bar to
retain the clips in the pOSlthIlS to whlch they are
adjusted. |

The arms 3 of the ¢clips are feshmned a8 shown.
in Figs. 1, 2 and 3. Commencing from the base
bar |, the arms first converge at T so that they
meet or substantially meet at the point 8. They
then diverge at 9 and converge again at 10 com-
ing close together at the point 11 so that they
form a holder portion I2. Mfinally the arms d1-
verge at 13 to form an open mouth 14, |

In addition to the above shaping, the arms 3
are bent downwardly as at 15 to a point {8, see
'ﬂlg 3, and then upwardly as at 17 to provide a
subste,ntlally hook- shaped form in end elevation.
. The special formation of the cllp as described
enables.a.wide var iety of tools or artlcles of dif- .

| Ierent sha,pes and sizes -to be SUpported on the

ing again coming close together so that they form

a holder portion, and ﬁnally dwergmg to form an .

ocpen mouth..
The mventlen is more fully descrlbed alded by

reference to the eceempenymg drawmgs where-

in— - |
Fig. 1 is a perspeetlve VIEW of one ef the tool
supporting clips. | |

Fig. 2 is a plen V1ew showmg the ellp ﬁtted on
the base bar. e

- Fig. 31is an ‘end view of Flg 2. . -

Fig. 4 is a perspective view showing one of the
tool supporting clips fitted on the base bar.

Iig. 5 is a similar view to Fig. 4, but showing a

plurality of clips fitted on the base bar.

Figs. 6,7, 8 and 9 are plan views showing in dot-
ted lines how dlfferent tools can be supported in
the clip. --

As is shown in these views, the 1mpreved holder
cornprises a base bar | and any desired number
of clips 2.

The clips are preferably each made from a

chps Smell diameter tools such as centre'
punehes drllls and the like can be grlpped be-
tween the rear looped portion 6 and the con-

Vergmg pertlons T of the arms, see dotted lines .

18 in Fig. 6. -Larger diameter tools such as. ChlS-
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els, spenners end hemmers can be gripped in the
“holder portion 12, see dotted lines 19. Flat. toels

or. artlcles can also be gripped in. the holder per--'
tlen 12 as shown by the detted lmes 20 111 Flg 9.
or can be grlpped between the p01ms i as shown
by the detted 11nes 2I in . Flg 7. . Thin teols er
ertlcles such as rules squeres end the 11ke can
be gripped between the inner pelnts 8, see the
dotted lines 22 in Fig. 8. Other articles can also |
be supported by hooking them onto one or both of
the arms 3, the hook-shaped formation of said
arms as e,bove deecrlbed serving to hold them in
position. |

In practice, it is found that tools of practmelly'
all shapes and sizes within reason can be sup-
ported in one way or another on the clips as above
described and this versatility of the clip to a great
extent gives the rack or holder its high utility.
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Moreover, it is found that the clips will ef-

fectively hold the tools even when subjected to

considerable vibration, as for instance, in
engineering workshops or aboard ships. |

The rack or holder is secured to the wall or

other surface by any approved means such as,
for instance, screws passed through suitably
spaced holes 23 in the base bar 1. Before the

holder is attached to the wall, the clips 2 can be
spaced along the base bar | as desired by slidably
moving them endwise and, when the holder is
attached to the wall, said clips are secured against
movement by the clamping of the portions 3 be-
tween the rear surface of the base bar and the
wall. .

The rack or holder may be of any desired
length to suit the location or the purpose for
which it is to be used and, if supplied in long
lengths, can be readily cut to the length desired
according to the number of clips to be used.

The improved rack or holder as described can
be manufactured at low cost and will be found

very effective in use and can be readily erected

without special skill.

What I claim is: |

1. A spring clip tool holder comprising a single
piece of wire formed with a central horizontal
straight portion terminating at both ends In
downwardly and inwardly turned loops which
extend into spaced straight upright portions thac
cross behind said horizontal portion and are
then bent forwardly above said horizontal portion
into substantlally horizontal tool hoiding arms
to provide a clip for slidable but rigid attachhmen?
to a horizontal base bar with said horizontal
portion in front of the bar, and said upright
portions behind the bar, said loops spanning the
bottom of the bar and said arm forming bends
overlying the bar, said arms including straight
portions extending from said bends in angular
relationship toward each other and overlying said
horizontal portion and cooperating therewith to
define a triangular clamp for holding small tools,
said arm straight portions exvending into engage-
ment intermediate their outer ends and then
bent into diverging portions to define jaws for
gripping thin tools between the engaging bends.

2. A spring clip tool holder comprising a single
piece of wire formed with a central horizontal
straight portion terminating at both ends in
downwardly and inwardly turned loops which
extend into spaced straight upright por tions that
cross behind said horizontal portion into sub-
stantially horizontal tool holding arms to provide

a clip for slidable but rigid attachment to a -

horizontal base bar with said horizontal portion

in front of the bar, and said upright portions

behind the bar, said loops spanning the bottom
of the bar and said arm forming bends overlying
the bar, said arms including straight portions
extending from said bends in angular relationship
toward each other and overlying said horizontal
portion and cooperating therewith to define a
triangular clamp for holding small tools, said
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arm straight portions extending into engage-
ment adjacent their inner ends and then bent
into diverging portions to define jaws Ifor
gripping thin tools between the engaging bends,
said diverging portions being at substantially
rigcht angles and terminating in substantially
right angular bends into converging portions to
define substantially square jaws for gripping
larger tools, said converging portions exfending
to outward bends that are slightly spaced and
terminate in diverging tips to facilitate insertion
of a tool into said square jaws.

3. A spring clip tool holder comprising a single
piece of wire formed with a central horizontal
straight portion terminating at both ends in
downwardly and inwardly turned loops which

extend into spaced straight upright portions that

cross behind said horizontal portion and are
then bent forwardly above said horizontal por-
tion into substantially horizontal tool holding
arms to provide a clip for slidable but rigid at-
tachment fto a horizontal base bar with said
horizontal portion in front of the bar, and said
upright portions behind the bar, said loops
spanning the bottom of the bar and said arm
forming bends overlying the bar, said arms in-
cluding straight portions extending irom said
bends in angular relationship foward each other
and overlying said horizontal portion and co-
operating therewith to define a triangular clamp
for holding small to0ls, said arm straight portions
extending into engagement intermediate their
outer ends and then bent into diverging portions
to define jaws for gripping thin tools between the
engaging hends, said diverging portions being at
substantially right angles and terminating in
substantially right angular bends into converging
portions to define substantially square jaws for
gripping larger tools, said converging portions
extending to outward bends that are slightly
spaced and terminate in diverging tips to facil-
itate insertion of a tool into said square jaws, said
arms being flat V-shaped in profile and bent
downwardly from the supporting bends at said
upright portions to said right angle bends and
then being bent upwardly through said tips.

DIGBY SPENCER DUNN.

REFERENCES CITED

The following references are of record in the
file of this patent:

UNITED STATES PATENTS

Number Name Date
- 363,511  Dodge o May 24, 1887
820,177 Bryan et al. .. _____ May 8, 1906
1,120,182 Drewelow oo Dec. 8, 1914
1,125,931 Arnest —_ o ______ Jan. 26, 1915
1,286,014 Jetmund __________ Nov. 26, 1918
1,403,815 Ohaver . ________. Jan, 17, 1922
1,663,176 Reyvher i _ Mar, 20, 1928
1,703,008 Justice .___________ Feb. 19, 1929
1,892,500 Bleckley __._______ Dec. 27, 1932



	Drawings
	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims

