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The present invention relates to trouser belts
and similar fastening and supporting members
for clothing and it relates more particularly to
trouser belt constructions wherein the buckle is

made resiliently movable relative to the belt to 5

provide greater comfort for the wearer.

An object of the present invention is fo pro-
vide a new and improved construction for trouser
belts and like fastening and suppoerting members

for clothing. Another object of the present in- 10

vention is to provide a neat, comfortable, Inex-
pensive, dependable and long-lasting construc-
tion for a trouser belt or the like wherein the
buckle or similar fastening element is made re-
siliently movable relative to the belt. 15

Other objects and advantages of the present
invention are apparent in the following detailed
description, appended claims and accempenymg
drawings.

It has heretofore been proposed to prowde a 920

trouser belt construction wherein the buckle is
made resiliently movable relative to the belt so
that there is a slight ‘“give” or expansibility to
the belt, when worn, thereby providing a greater
degree of comfort than is possible with non- oz
resilient belt constructions.

However, none of these prior belt constructions
has proved entirely satisfactory since all of them
have been relatively complicated and difficult to
assemble and install and have tended to fail upon
prolonged use due to 1nherent shertcommgs in
the structure. .

In my co-pending applications Serial No. 18,-
398, filed April 1, 1948, and Serial 39,444, filed
July 19, 1948, now abandoned, of which the pres-
ent application is a continuetion-in-pert, I have 39
disclosed a resilient mounting for a belt-buckle
or the like wherein the buckle is pivotally car-
ried by a connector having an elongated, thin,
flat shank passing through a slot formed through

30

a folded, looped end of the belt (which is of 40

flexible but non-resilient material such as leather,
synthetic plastic or fabric), the inner end of the
shank being connected to a spring tensioning
- it inwardly: a stop-member of metal or the like
being immovably secured relative to the fold or 45
loop of the belt generally adjacent the slot so
as to limift the outward movement of the con-
nector and buckle. In the embodiments of my
co-pending application Serial No. 18,398, the
stop-member is provided with bent-over ears 50
which cooperate with stop-shoulders formed at
the inner end of the thin flat shank so as to
limit the outward movement of the shank. In
the embodiments of my co-pending application
Serial No, 39,444, the stop-member is provided 55

9 Claims., (Cl 2—322)
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with a stem-portion which extends through a
longitudinal slot in the shank of the connector
so as to limit its movement relative fo the belt.
- In the forms of both of my co-pending ap-
plications Serial Nos. 18,398 and 39,444, the
stop-member is formed as a. separate and distinct
element which must be fastened to the belt ad-
iacent the fold-line as one of the several as-
sembly operations.

According to the present invention, I have
developed a further - improved construction
wherein the stop-member (which may take any
of the forms of my aforesaid co-pending appli-

- cations) permanently attached to and carried

by the attachment-plate which anchors the
spring to the belt whereby the buckle and con-
nector parts can be pre-assembled as a more or
less unitary element which can be quickly and
easily installed upon the belt with only a single
fastening operation.

The present invention further contemplates a
construction wherein a simple and inexpensive
shield is provided intermediate the helical spring
and at least one of the panels of the belt loop
so as to reduce friction or “binding” and therecby
to insure smoother and easier eperetwn of the

~ buckle and connector during use.

For the purpose of illustrating the invention,
there are shown in the accompanying drawings
forms thereof which are at present preferred,
although it is to be understood that the various
instrumentalities of which the invention consists
can be variously arranged and organized and that
the invention is not limited to the precise ar-
rangements and organizations of the 1nstrumen-
talities as herein shown and described.

Referring to the accompanying drawing in -
which like reference characters mdlcate like
parts throughout:

Figure 1 represents a fragmentary perspec-
tive view of one embodiment of the present in-
vention with the buckle in partially-extended
position, parts being broken away better to re-
veal the construction thereof.

Figure 1-a¢ represents a cross-sectional view
taken on an enlarged scale generally along the
line {-a—I{-a of Figure l.

- Figure 2 represents an elevational view, on a

somewhat reduced scale, showing the inner or

underside of the embodiment of Figure 1, but
with the buckle shown in fully-retracted posi-
tion; parts being broken away befter fo reveal

the construction thereof.

Figure 3 represents a cross- sectional view ta,ken

generally along the line 3—3 of Figure 1 but with

the buckle shown in fully-extended position.

1948, Serial No. 50,592 . RE %33 ?i* g
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Figure 4 represents a cross-sectional view
generally along the line §—4 of Figure 3.

Figure o represenfs an elevational view, on a
further reduced scale, of a buckle and connector
assembly showing the top or outer side thereof,
as & more or less unitary element ready for in-
stallation upon a belt. |

Figure 6 represenis an elevational view of a
buckle and connector unit showing the inner or
underside thereof.

Figure 6-a represents a cross-sectional view
taken generally along the line 6-a—6-g¢ of Fig-
ure 6. |

Figure 7 represents a perspective view generally
like that of Figure 1 showing another embodi-
ment of the present invention.

Figure 8 represents an elevational view showing
the upper or outer side of the eonnector unit of
Higure 7.

Pigure 9 represents a cross-sectional view gen-
erally along the line §—9 of Figure 8.

Figure 10 represents a fragmentary perspective
view showing a modified form of the embodiment
of Figures 7-9.

Figure 11 represents a cross-sectional view gen-
erally along line |i—I11 of Figure 10.

In one embodiment of the present invention
. shown generally in Figures 1-5, I may provide 3
trouser-belt including an elongated strap or belt
19 of leather or fabric or synthetic plastic or
other flexible but relatively non-resilient mate-
rial, one end of which is folded back upon itseif
to provide a generally enclosed loop or pocket or
compartment 20 having a front panel 21 and a
rear panel 22 which are sewn together at their
upper and lower edges by rows of stitching 23
and 24; a transverse row of stitching 25 closing
the end of the loop or compartment generally ad-
Jacent the free edge of the rear panel 22.

A buckle 28 of generally conventional con-
struction, including a tongue 21 rotatably mount-
ed upon the rear bar or bridge 28 and adapted
to bear, with its free end, against the front bar
29 of the buckle 26, is constructed and arranged
to be mounted exteriorly of the loop 20 in a
manner to be more fully described hereinhelow.

The buckle 26 is rotatably held by one end of
a connector member 30 which includes a pair
of laterally-spaced curved sleeves 31 constructed
and arranged to embrace the rear bar or bridge
28 (on either side of the tongue 271) so as to
permit the buckle to pivot relative to the con-
nector member 30. |

The connector member, which is preferably in-
tegrally formed of metal or the like, also in-
cludes a thin flat elongated shank 32 which ex-
tends in continuation of the sleeves 31 and passes
through a thin transverse slot or opening 33
formed in the central portion of the fold-line
34 of the loop or compartment 20 with its inner
free end 3% terminating inside the loop or com-
partment 2@ which, as indicated particularly in
Figure 4, is bulged slightly infermediate the
stitching 23 and 24 to provide an inner compart-
ment to receive the shank 32.

The shank 32 (which, as indicated particularly
in Figures 1, 2 and 4, has a fransverse dimension
somewhat less than that of the slot 33, so that it
can be inserted into the loop through said slot)
may be provided with a longitudinally-extending
strengthening rib 36 pressed outward therefrom
to provide greater rigidity and resistance to bend-
ing or twisting.

The inner end 35 of the shank 32 is provided
with a pair of integrally-formed forwardly or
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4
outwardly bent stop shoulders 27 which served
to increase the thickness or front-to-rear dimen-
sion of the end 35 without enlarging the trans-
verse dimension, as indicated in Figures 1 and 2
and 5. |

The inner end 35 is also provided with an in-
tegrally-formed central loop 3%5-a¢ to which one
end of a helical spring 38 is connected.

The other end of the spring 39 is connected to
a loop &40 formed at the enlarged rear-end 4i of
an elongated generally flat rigid anchorage mem-
ber 43 of sheet-metal or the like which extends
forwardly beyond and underneath the rear or
inner end 35 of the shank 32. The rear-end &f
1s provided with a pair of small holes 42-a where-
by it can be fastened to the panel 22 adiacent
the innermost end of the loop or compartment
20 by a pair of rivets 42,

- The front-end of the member 43 is provided
with a pair of integrally-formed stop ears 45
which extend transversely therefrom and are bent
over so as to overlie and enclose the transverse
edges of the shank 32, whereby the member 43
and the shank 32 are maintained in face-to-face
or side-by-side sliding relationship. The spring
39 is disposed in juxtaposed side-by-side rela-
tionship to the anchorage member 43,

The elongated intermediate portion 70 of the
member 43 is pressed outward as at 71 along one
side thereof so as to strengthen the elongated
member and also to provide a longitudinally ex-
tending groove 72 within which the spring 39 is
partially recessed so as to minimize the extent
to which the spring protrudes beyond said mem-
ber 43. 'Thus, the groove 72 may have a trans-
verse dimension of approximately one-fourth to
one-half the circumference of the spring so that
a corresponding part of the spring is more or
less enclosed thereby.

The ears 45 serve to limit the outward move-
ment of the shank 32 (when a pull is applied to
the buckle so as fto stretch the spring 29) since
they lie in the path of the stop-shoulders 371. It
1s apparent that, when the pull on the buckle
1s released, the spring 39 will operate to retract
the connector member 38 and fto return it from
the fully-extended position shown in Figure 3 to
the fully-retracted position shown in Figure 2.

When the trouser belt of the present invention
is worn with the other end 46 of the strap (8
(shown Iin dash-dot lines in Figure 1) passed
through the buckle 26 (with the buckle-tongue
21 inserted into one of the holes 47 formed adja~
cent the end 46) and inserted within the retain-
ing loop 48 set into the loop 20 near the inner
end thereof, there will be a tendency for the
buckle 26 to be pulled out to some extent due
to the fact that the frouser-belt is usually worn
somewhat tightened. It is a simple matter to
adjust the point at which the buckle will “give”
under the proper pulling force affording the
greatest comfort to the wearer.

In other words, the spring should not be too
strong since this would require the belt to be
tightened excessively before the spring-action
comes into effect and, accordingly, would render
the belt uncomfortable.

On the other hand, the spring should not be too
weak since this would cause the buckle and con-
nector to be pulled all the way out to the fully-
extended position shown in Figure 3 before the
belt was tightened sufficiently to permit it to
function properly and, as a result, the resilience
would be lost. Thus, when the belt is worn nor-
mally, the buckle and connector are in the par-
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tially-extended position shown in Figure 1 where-
in the spring provides a resilient connector which
“gives” with the movements of the wearer to pro-
vide maximum comiort.

In assembling the novel frouser-belt construc-
tion of Figure 1, the buckle 26, connector mem-
ber 30, spring 39 and member 43 are first pre-
assembled as a more or less integral unit.

The slot 33 may then be formed transversely
along the strap 19 along a line which will subse-
quently become the fold-line 34. The pre-assem-
bled unit (namely the buckle 26 plus the con-
nector-member 38 plus the spring 39 plus the
attachment-and-stop-member 43) is then in-
serted through the slot 33 and the retaining loop
48 and the rivets §2 affixed.

Thereafter, the stitching 23-—-24—25 is applied
to complete the formation of the closed loop or
compartment 20.

From the foregoing, it is evident that the as-
sembly operation is greatly simplified and that
Iabor cost is greatly reduced, inasmuch as the
pre-assembled unit can be inexpensively made up
elsewhere and affixed to the belt in a fraction
of the time otherwise required in resilient-buckle
instructions of the types heretofore employed.

In addition to serving as stop-members, the
ears 49 function as a guide for the shank, mini-
mizing transverse movement thereof and reduc-
ing wear on the slot 33.

Inasmuch as the elongated member 43 lies
intermediate the helical spring 39 on the one
hand and.the rear-panel 22 and the retaining-
loop 48 on the other hand, it serves as g shield
so as to eliminate friction which would other-
wise be present when the spring expands and
contracts relative to the rear panel 22. In this
way, binding of the spring is minimized thereby
insuring easier and more responswe spring-ac-
tion.

serve to space the front panel 21 somewhat away
from the spring 39, there is relatively little fric-
tion between the spring and the front panel
and, accordingly, it has been found unnecessary
to provide a similar protecting shield on the tOp
or outer side of said spring.

In Figure 6 there is shown g modified form
of the embodiment of Figures 1-5 wherein the in-
tegral one-piece member 43 is replaced by a
three-piece attachment-and-stop-unit 50 made
up of an attachment plate §{, a stop-member 52
having bent-over ears 53 similar to the ears 45 de-
scribed hereinabove, and an elongated connect-

ing strip 54 of flexible materigl (as for example

synthetic plastic or the like) having its ends
looped through slots 55 and 56 formed in the at-
tachment plate 51 and the stop-member 52 re-
spectively; the looped ends of the connecting
strip 84 being then stitched as at 57-a¢ and 57-b to
provide a more or less unitary structure which
provides stop-action for the shank 32 and which
provides a somewhat greater degree of comfort
by replacing the less flexible metal of the member
43 by the elongated flexible connecting strip 54.
Instead of being constructed of fully flexible
material like synthetic plastic, the connecting
strip 54 may be made of very thin metal, as for
example ribbon steel, which can be bent freely
in the horizontal plane but which resists vertical
or transverse displacement so that it tends to
maintain the stop-member 53 against up or down
displacement and thereby aids in maintaining the
shank of the connector member generally in
alignment with the slot in the fold-llne of the
belt. . N 5 |

Inasmuch as the upturned stop shoulders 37
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Of course where ribbon steel is employed, the
stitching §57-a and 57-b is replaced by riveting,
spot-welding or other conventional means of at-
tachment.

The method of assembly of the embod1ment
of Figure 6 is generally the same as that described
hereinabove in connection with Figures 1-5.
That is, the buckle 26, the connector member 30,
the spring 39, and the member 58 can first be pre-
assembled as a unit which can thereafter be in-
stalled upon the belt by inserting it through the
slot 33 in the fold-line and riveting the attach-
ment plate 51 to the rear panel 22 in the manner.
described hereinabove. |

- In Figures 7-9, there is shown another embodi-
ment which generally resembles that of Fig-
ures 1-5 except that member £3-a does not have
the groove 12 and, instead, is a generally thin
flat member throughout as indicated particular-
Iy in Figure 9. Additionally, this embodiment,
instead of having stop-ears 495, is provided with a
rivet 58 extending upwardly or outwardly adja-
cent its forward end and except that the shank
32-a is provided with a longitudinally extend-
ing slot 59 through which the rivet 58 extends
In a manner similar to that disclosed in my co-
pending application Serial No. 39,444,

A washer 60 is maintained upon the stem of
the rivet 58, adjacent the outer surface of the
shank 32-a¢ by the enlarged head 61 of said
rivet 58. |

- The rivet 58 may be firmly affixed to the front
end of the member 43-a in any appropriate con-
ventional manner so that the shank 32-a is free
to move longitudinally while being restrained
against appreciable horizontal or vertical dis-
placement, It is obvious that the outward move-
ment 0of the shank 32-a will be limited to the
point at which the inner end 59-a of the slot
99 strikes the stem of the rivet 58 while the in-
ward movement of the shank will be limited to
the point at which the outer end of 59-a of the
slot 99 strikes the stem of the rivet 58. |

The method of assembly and the mode of op-
eration of this embodiment are generally the
same as described hereinabove.

In Figures 10 and 11 there is shown g modlﬁed

- form of the embodiment of Fisures 7-9 wherein

the rivet 58 is eliminated and, instead, the front

~ end of the member 43-b is provided with a pair

o0

of integrally-formed lugs 62 which are bent so
as to extend outwardly and through the slot 58

~and are then bent over transversely to provide

- retaining shoulders 83 on the outer side of the

b6
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shank 32-a. | -
The Iugs 62 cooperate with the slot 59 to limit
the movement of the shank in the same manner
as described in connection with the embodiment
of Figures 7-9. |
It is obvious that various modifications of the
structure described hereinabove could be made.
Thus, for example, the ears 45 of Figure 1 and
the ears 93 of Figure 6 could be modified or re-
placed in a manner analogous to the various em-~
bodiments of my co-pending application Serla,l
No. 18,398. |
Similarly, the forms of stop-members shown in
Figures 7-9 and 10 could be modified as suggested
in my co-pending application Serial No. 39,444,
It is also obvious that the ears 53 of the stop-
member 52 could be replaced by the rivet of Fig-
ure 7 or the lugs of Figure 10, cooperating with
an appmpnate slot formed in the shank of the
connector.
Furthermore, the member 43-a of Figures 7-9

could be provided with a longitudinally extend-
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ing groove as in the embodiment of Pigures 1-b
and, conversely, the member 43 of Figures 1-o
could be constructed as a thin, flat member, with-
out the groove 12.

The present invention may be embodied in
other specific forms without departing from the
spirit or essential attributes thereof, and it is
therefore desired that the present embodiments
be considered in all respects as illustrative and
not restrictive, reference being had to the ap-
pended claims rather to the foregoing descrip-
tion to indicate the scope of the invention.

Having thus described my invention, I claim
as new and desire to protect by Letters Patent:

1. For use with a flexibie garment-supporting
belt or the like having cne end folded inwardly
and peripherally stitched to provide g generally
enclosed compartment having front and rear
panels and having a slot formed along the fold-
line; a resilient and expansible mounting for a
buckle or the like comprising a connector con-
structed and arranged to support said buckle ana
having an elongated shank extending through
sald slot and within said compartment, an elon-
cated member disposed entirely within said com-
partment and having one end fixedly connected
to ohe of sald panels adjacent the inner end of
said compartment, said elongated member being
disposed at least in part in side-by-side slid-
ing relationship with said shank said elon-
cated member and said shank being main-
tained in side-by-side juxtaposed relationship by
a, pair of ears formed on one of them and bent
so as to overlie the other, and a helical spring
operatively connected intermediate said elon-
gated member and said shank and constructed
and arranged yieldably to urge said shank in-
wardly relative to said slot, said elongated mem-
ber having a longitudinally extending groove
formed therein, said helical spring being dis-
posed in said groove.

2. For use with a flexible garment-supporting
belt or the like having one end folded inwardly
and peripherally stitched (o provide a generally

enclosed compartment having front and rear

panels and having a slot formed along the fold-
line; a resilient and expansible mounting for a
buckle or the like comprising a connector con-
structed and arranged to support said buckle and
having an elongated shank extending through
said slot and within said comparvment, an elon-
sated member disposed entirely witizin said com-
partment and having one end fixedly connected
to one of said panels adjacent the inner end of
said compartment, said elongated member being
disposed at least in part in side-by-side sliding
relationship with said shank, said elongated
member and said shank being maintained in
side-by-side juxtaposed relationship by a pair of
ears formed on one of them and bent so as to
overlie the other, a helical spring operatively con-
nected intermediate said elongated member and
said shank and constructed and arranged yield-
ably to urge said shank inwardly relative to said
slot, said elongated member having a longitu-
dinally extending groove formed therein, sald
helical spring being disposed in said groove, and
cooperating stoo-means constructed and ar-
ranged to limit the outward movement of said
shank relative to said elongated member.

3. For use with a flexible garment-supporting
belt or the like having one end folded inwardly
and peripherally stitched to provide a generally
enclosed compartment having front and rear
panels and having a slot formed along the fold-
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buckle or the like comprising a connector con-
structed and arranged to support said buckle
and having an -elongated shank extending
through said slot and within said compartment,
an elongated member disposed entirely within
said compartment and having one end fixedly
connected to one of said panels adjacent the
inner end of said compartment, said elongated
member extending in side-by-side relationship
to said shank, means maintaining said shank in
juxtaposed side-by-side sliding relationship to
the outer end of said elongated member, and 4
helical spring operatively connected intermediate
said elongated member and said shank and con-
structed and arranged yieldably to urge said
shank inwardly relative to said slot, said elon-
cated member having a longitudinally-extending
groove formed therein and said helical spring be-
ing disposed in said groove.

4. For use with a flexible garment-supporting
belt or the like having one end folded inwardly
and peripherally stitched to provide a generally
enclosed compartment having front and rear
panels and having a slot formed along the fold-
line: a resilient and expansible mounting for a
buckle or the like comprising a connector con-
structed and arranged to support said buckle
and having an elongated shank extending
through said slot and within said compartment,
an elongated member disposed entirely within
said compartment and having one end fixedly
connected to one of said panels adjacent the in-
ner end of said compartment, said elongated
member extending in side-by-side relationship
to said shank, means maintaining said shank in
juxtaposed side-by-side sliding relationship to
the outer end of said elongated member, and a
helical spring operatively connected intermedi-
ate said elongated member and sald shank and
constructed and arranged yieldably to urge said
shank inwardly relative to said slot, said elon-
gated member having a longitudinally extend-
ing groove formed therein, said helical spring
being disposed in said groove, and said shank
having a stop-shoulder formed at its inner end
and constructed and arranged to limit the out-
ward movement of said connector.

9. For use with a flexible garment-supporting
belt or the like having one end folded inwardly
and peripherally stitched to provide a generally
enclosed compartment having front and rear
panels and having a slot formed along the fold-
line; a resilient and expansible mounting for a
buckle or the like comprising a connector con-
structed and arranged to support said buckle
and having an elongated generally flat sheet-
metal shank extending through said slot and
within said compartment, an elongated gener-
ally flat sheet-metal anchorage member dis-
posed entirely within said compartment and hav-
ing one end fixedly connected to one of said pan-
els adjacent the inner end of said compartment,
said elongated anchorage member extending in
face-to-face relationship to said shank, means
for maintaining said shank in face-to-face slid-
ing relationship with said elongated anchorage
member, and a helical spring operatively inter-
posed between the inner end of said shank and
an end of sald anchorage member and in juxta-
posed side-by-side relationship to said elongated
anchorage member.

6. For use with a flexible garment-supporting
belt or the like having one end folded inwardly
and peripherally stitched to provide a gener-

ally enclosed compartment having front and

line; a resilient and expansible mounting for a 76 rear panels and having a slot formed along fthe
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fold-line: a resilient and expansible mounting
for a buckle or the like comprising 2 connector
constructed and arranged to support said buckle
and having an elongated cenerally flat sheet-
metal shank extending through said slot and
within said compartment, an elongated gener-
ally flat sheet-metal anchorge member disposed
entirely within said compartment and having
one end fixedly connected to one of said panels
adjacent the inner end of said compartment, said
elongated anchorage member extending in face-
to-face relationship to said shank, means for
maintaining said shank in face-to-face sliding
relationship with said elongated anchorage memni-
ber, and a helical spring operatively interposed
hetween the inner end of said shank and an end
of said anchorage member and extending in jux-

10

15

~ taposed side-by-side relationship to said elon-

gated anchorage member, said elongated an-

chorage member being provided with a lon-
gitudinally extending groove and said helical
spring being disposed in said groove.

7. For use with & flexible garment-supporting
belt or the like having one end folded inwardly
and peripherally stitched to provide a generally
enclosed compartment having front and rear
panels and having a slot formed along the fold-
line: a resilient and expansible mounting for a
buckle or the like comprising a connector con-
structed and arranged to support said buckle
and having an elongated shank extending
through said slot and within said compartment,
an elongated member disposed entirely within
said compartment and having one end fixedly
connected to one of said panels adjacent the
inner end of said compartment, said elongated
member extending in side-by-side relationship
to said shank, means for maintaining sald shank
in side-by-side sliding relationship with the
outer end of said elongated member, said lasi-

mentioned means comprising a pair of ears

formed at the outer end of said elongated mem-
ber and bent so as to overlie said shank, and a

helical spring connected to the inner end of said

shank and extending inwardly therefrom in jux-
taposed side-by-side relationship to said elon-
gated member, with the other end of said spring

connected to the inner end of said elongated

member.,

8. Tor use with a flexible garment-supporting
belt or the like having one end folded inwardly
and peripherally stitched {0 provide a generally
enclosed compartment having front and rear
panels and having a slot formed along the fold-
line: a resilient and expansible mounting for a
buckle or the like comprising a connector con-
structed and arranged to support said buckle and

20
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naving an elongated shank exiending through

and having an elongated
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said slot and within said compartment, an elon-
cated member disposed entirely within said com~
partment and having one end fixedly connect-
ed to one of said panels adjacent the inner end
of said compartment, said elongated member eX-
tending in side-by-side relationship to said
shank, means for maintaining said shank in
side-by-side sliding relationship with the outer
end of said elongated member, said last-men-
tioned means comprising a rivet mounted ab
the outer end of said elongated member and €X-
tending through a longitudinally extending slot
formed in said shank, and a helical spring con-
nected to the inner end of said shank and ex-
tending inwardly therefrom in juxtaposed side-
by-side relationship to said elongated member,
with the other end of said spring connected to
the inner end of said elongated member.

9. For use with a flexible garment supporting
belt or the like having one end folded inwardly
and peripherally stitched to provide a generally
enclosed compartment having front and rear
panels and having a slot formed along the fold-
line: a resilient and expansible mounting for a
buckle or the like comprising a connector con-
structed and arranged to support said buckle
shank extending
through said slot and within said compartment,
an elongated member disposed entirely within
said compartment and having one end fixedly
connected to one of said panels adjacent the
inner end of said compartment, said elongated
member extending in side-by-side relationship
to said shank, means for maintaining said shank -
in side-by-side sliding relationship with the outer
end of said elongated member, said last-men-
tioned means comprising a pair of shoulders
formed at the outer end of said elongated mem-
ber and passing through a longitudinally ex-
tending slot formed in said shank, and a helical
spring connected to the inner end of said shank
and extending inwardly therefrom in juxtaposed
side~by-side relationship to said elongated mem-
ber, with the other end of said spring connect-
ed to the inner end of said elongated member.

LLOYD H. EASLICK.
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