INVENTOR

A GHAR R *
BY g -
APfORNEY .

e e, e e, v L gy Sy T L T Y e
AN i FEFFrFsRIiFAiFIFLiF AFEFE F:Lr

- el -

K
B T Y Nolg (0

. O | —— Wt T . = = .\ lm..m.ul., _ |
-|.._ ¢ ,/__, -2 . h Y = w
' . N S N N ) . nd
.| - J 7 o) |
\ -/ . o2

31 “32

A. G. HARRIS
ADVERTISING DISPLAY DEVICE-

Filed July 10, 1946

il
1

0 f—

| }
S

|

A
[ ] I | e
- ———
p—
. P e

.:LE‘. 2
 a
iz
A
i
7
Jomn
nc:e.l
co. |

27

Oct. 4, 1949.

LY LY
+
L]
LY
* L]
L]
A%
E———




Patented Oct. 4, 1949

- UNITED

Eﬂmﬁ

2 483 9@

STATES PATENT OFFICE

2,483,901 -
ADVERTISING DISPLAY DEVICE
~ Alexander G. Harris, Bloomfield, N. J.
~ Application July 10, 1946, Serial No. 682,689
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This invention relates to improvements in ad-
vertising dlSplELY devices, and more particularly
to a device adapted for the display of merchan-
dise in a novel manner to atiain umque optical
eﬁects |
~ Embodiments of structures employing the in-

vention are shown in fthe accompanying draw-
~ ings and described in detail in the ensuing speci-
fication. Such embodiments are merely by way
‘of example; the invention is not limited thereto
but includes all other forms which would come
within the scope of the appended clalms In the
dra,wmgs |
- Fig. 1'is a perspectwe view of a d1splay dewce
'embodymg my invention, |

Fig, 2 is a sumla,r partly flagmenta,ry view,
“showing the front wall of the device removed siid

‘the cover member in raised position,

Fig. 8 is a front elevational, pa,rtly fragmen- |

tary view of the device,
- Pig. 4 is a transverse sectional VleW thereof,
taken on lme 4—-—4 of Fig. 1, and

Fig. b is a horlzonta,l plan Vlew ta,ken on line
5-——5 of Fig. 1. |
' In PFigs. 1-4 there is shown g, display device
| embodymg my invention, comprising a fram_e_ i
provided with end openings 12 and (3 for the re-
ception of end mirror units 14 and I3, and with
a front opening 16 for reception of a front mirror
unit consisting of glass or other preferably trans-
parent panes 17, 18 with a silver or other light re-
flecting coating (0 therebetween (see Fig. 4).
The frame il is provided with a medial vertical
partition member 19 to receive partition unit 26
dividing the interior of the device into compart-
ments 36, 31, for the reception of articles of mer-
chandlse 33 a,nd 39 or the hke to be dlspla.yed
therein. -

The frame II is further prefera,bly provided
with a depending casing 2% having -openings 25
or the like to facilitate securing the device to a
suitable base, such as the top of a cash register or
~other support it being desirable to so position the
‘device that the same is on the eye level of the
_Qbserver.
frame by means of hinge 28 or the like, and is
provided with an internal light source, such as

the electric bulbs 29, which may be connected to
electric outlets by means of the usual cable 30 or
the like. The cover 27 is medially divided by a
bracket 31, the latter preferably having a channel
32 to permit it to be telescoped over the double-
mirror partition unit 20. A thermostatic or other
time control unit 33 is preferably cut into the

- 2 Claims, -

A cover 27 is hmgedly secured to the «:

(CL 2712—8)

wl

19

into the cable 39 in the usual manner.
27 may be further provided with baffle plates 34

‘as. conventional external mirrors.

2

and alternately turned on and off when the cable
30 is connected to an electric line outlet. If de-
sired, a conventional switch unit may also be cut

'The cover

to serve as light shieids for vent openings 39. - The
device is so constructed that the cover 27 closes

-down on the end, fronft and partition wall units,

effectively shutting out all exterior sources of
light so that compartments 36, 3T of the device
will normally be dark; at such times, the front
wall unit {7 and end wall units 14, 15 will serve

This optical

- effect is indicated in Fig. 1 and in the non-illumi-

25

¢:0)

nated right hand or compartment 36 half of the
front wall unit 11 as shown in Fig, 3. Thus the
interior of the device is normally eﬁectwely

- shielded from external sources of light.

- The bottom wall of the display device is pref-
erably formed of internal mirrors 23 and 24, in-
ternal mirrors. 21 and 22 preferably also forming
the rear walls of the device. The bottom, rear and
partition unit mirrors are preferably of the con-
ventional reflecting type, the partition unit 20
being preferably a: double mirror inserted into
the partition channel 19. Each of the end wall
units 14 and 15, and the front wall unit i7 of the
device, being the walls which are exposed to view,
are preferably formed of two panes of glass or

“other transparent material with a light reflecting
coating 1§ therebetween (see Fig. 4)..

The light reflecting coating is not applied in
such thickness as to present a relatively solid or
dense surface which would be opaque to passage
of licht therethrough, but is preferably so finely

applied as to be semi-porous or slightly light-
conducting or translucent so that it normally

serves in the nature of a semi-opaque or trans-
lucent reflecting mirror coating. Thus, the de~
vice, as shown in Fig. 1, normally presents the
external appearance of a mirrored housing. The

~ intermediate coating 10 is sufficient, when the de-

|

vice is internally dark, as in Fig., 1, to reflect

objects external to the device in the manner of a
conventional mirror, but when the device .is in-

ternally illuminated, the objects therein, and the

- reflections of such objects, are visible through the

viewed walls 17, {4 and 15, in the manner indi-
cated in Fig. 3, wherein the bulb for compartment
37 is illuminated. (If the rear wall of the device
is also exposed to view, the same would likewise
be of the form of the front wall IT and the end
walls 1§—19, above described.)

In using the device, articles of merchandise

cable 30 so that the bulbs 28 will be automatically 556 38 and 39 to be displayed are positioned Wiﬂ_‘-in |
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the device. While the circuit through bulbs 29
is broken, the interior of the device is dark, the
viewed front and end walls of the device exteriorly
appear to be conventional mirrors which will
reflect the image of the observer. However,
upon the internal illumination of the device, the
optical effect noted in Fig. 3 is obtained. In the

representation of Fig. 3, the lamp 29 in registry

with compartment 3§ is not lit, so that the por-
tion of front wall 47 registering with said eom-
partment serves as an external mirror. The lamp
29 in registry with compartment 37T however, is

1it, so that the left half of the front wall unit 17"

10

4

1. An advertising display device comprising 4
frame member, said frame member having a
bottom wall, a back wall, an open top, a cover
therefor, and end and front openings, a mirror
unit in each of said end and front openings, each
said mirror unit comprising panes of transparent
material, and a light-reflecting coating interme-
diate sald panes, an internal mirror on the back
wall of said frame, a transverse partition mein-
ber carried by the coyer internally thereof, an
internal 1light source secured to said eover and
including light means on either side of said

-~ partition accessible when the cover is open, and

of the device will display the image of the article

of merchandise 38 therein repeated in projected .

three dimensional form to infinity “in "'thé com-
partment 37.

As above mentioned, by means of the thermo-

static control 23, the bulbs for compartments 36
and 37T will be alternately iHuminated to present
alternately the optical e
in a striking fashicn. - -

Omne of the many usas 1o whlcq 'the device may
be put is that of advertising sclected ariicles of
merchandise which may be readily inserted into
‘the device and removed thersfrom to vrovide for
irequent changes of articles displayed, if desired,
by simply tilfing the cover 27, o3 shown in Fig. 2.

- The device may be undivided or divided into
any desired plurality ©of compartinents, using :

appropriate partiticn members snd appropriate
internal light source and control units as will
be apparent from the disclosure herein. The
light sources for the compartments of the device
‘may selectively, alternately, internally illuminate
the compartments or may licsht all compari-
ments in unison by use of appropriate time oon-
trol units. The alternate, internsl lightine of the
device, presenting the optical effect of articies
of merchandise projected in repetition to infinity
and, alternaiely, & conventional reflecting mirror
Teflecting the civserver’s image, is smigue and
novel, and renders the device. hl.,hly dﬁalrable
from an advertising standpoint.

While I have shown in Figs. 1--4 a Irame H~-'-

whichh 38 generally open a2t the ends and ifront
thereof, it will be aprarent that frames of cther

cross-section may he used with eguai efficacy
carryirng out my invention.
‘While I have shoewn partition membe‘r f‘%—-&:ﬁ;

as being disposed in a generally vertical rlane,
Sadd members may be disposed in g generslly
norizontal or cther plane, if desired, fo present
compariments of similar nlane,
or front wall members of the device may

Tects abeve refemed to,

The rear, end
be
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hinged or .otherwise senarably secured to the

frame for facility .of insertion and removal of
arficles of merchandise, if so desired. -
While I have shown in the drawings and de-
scribed in the abeve specification, convenient
forms of structiure embodving my invention, it
- will ke apparent from such diselosure that the

invention is capable of many modifications with-

out department {rom the spirit and scope there-
of, as set forth in the appended claims..

Having thus described by invention what I
claim as mew and desire to secure by Letters
Patent is: |

(36

a vertical partition member within said frame

member internally dividing said device into a
plurality of compartments abutfing said front

.. Opening apd mirror in side by side relation,

for the display of articles of merchandise, and
means for alternately energizing and de-ener-
gizing said light means individually, so that one

of said compartments is illuminated while the

other campartment is not illuminated, ang vice
versa, the partitien member in the cover and
the partition member in the framh having inter-
fitting features which, when the cover is closed,
telescopically engage to define a continuipus par-
tition member between said compartments.

2. An advertising display device comprising a
frame member, said frame member having a bot-

tom wall, a back wall, end walls, an open top,
& cover fherefor, and a ironf opening, a mirror

uitit in said front opening, said mirror unit com-
prising panes of transparent material, and a
light-reflecting coaling inlermediate said panes,
an internal mirror on the back wall of said

~frame, a fransverse partition member carried

by the cover 111ter:ua]1y thereof, an internal light
source secured o said cover and J.ncludmrr liziat
means on either side of said partition accessmle
when the cover is open, and a veriical partition
member within said frame member interpslly
dividing said device info g pluralbty of compart-

ments abuiting said front opening and mirror

in side hy side relation, for the display of arficles
of merchandise, and means for alternalely ener-
gizing and. de-energizing said light means indi-

vidually, so that one of Said compartments is

iHuminated Whlle the other compartment is not
ﬂlL1m1mted and vice versa, the partition mem-

ber in the cover and the partition member in
the frame having interfitting features whigh,

~when the cover is closed, telescopically engage

to define a continuous partition member between
Baid compa,rizments |
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