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‘This invention relates to impr ovements in

footwear and it relates. partmularly to improved
bootees for babies.

An object of the mventmn is to pI‘OVldB bootees |
which may be disassembled to facilitate washing

and ironing thereof.

Another object of the invention is to provide
simplified forms of bootees which may be pro-
vided with removable padding for protectmg the
babies’ heels.

Another object of the invention is to promde

bootees which can be attached securely to the

babies’ feet so that the bootees cannot be dlS-
lodged by the baby.

In accordance with the present invention I
have provided bootees which comprise initially
flat blanks of material such as, for example, fab-
ric, pliable leather, or the like. Each blank may
include a mid-portion adapted to form the sole
of the bootee and suitable foldable flaps on the
lateral edges and ends of the blank that may be
folded around the foot to form the side por-
tions, the heel and the toe of the bootee and an
ankle strap by means of which the assembled
bootee is secured to the foot. The flaps may be
secured together in bootee form by means of but-
tons and loops or buttonholes on the flaps, or by
other suitable fastening means such as laces,
snaps or the like,

The heel covering portion of the blank may
“be provided with an inverted pocket adapted to
receive cotton or other soft padding material for
cushioning the heels and ankles of the infant.

When the bootees become soiled, the flaps may
be disconnected from each other in order to re-
store the bootee to its initially flat condition, and
the padding removed from the pocket, thereby
facilifating washing and ironing of the bootees.

For g better understanding of the present in-
vention, reference may be had to the accom-
panying drawings, in which:

Fig. 1 is a plan view of a typical form of blank
from which a bootee may be formed, in accord-
ance with the present invention:

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the blank par-
tially folded and secured: and

Pig. 3 is g perspectlve view of the blank com-
pletely folded and secured to form the bootee.

The form of the bootee illustrated is suscepti-
ble to considerable modification in the shape and
dimensions of the parts and in the type of ma-
terial from which it may be made. A preferred
form consists of a blank made up of two layers
of fabric which may or may not have g lining of
Soft material therebetween, The blank has a
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mid-portion 11 that forms the soft sole of the
bootee. At the cne end of the blank are a pair

of similar oppositely projecting flaps 12 and 13

of generally right triangular shape having their
bases connected to the mid-portion il of the
blank and their rlgnt angularly related 51des in
alicnment.

Connected to the blank between the bases of
the triangular pDI‘tIOI’lS 12 and 13 is a rectangu-
lar strip of material {4 which is joined to the
blank at its upper edge and its sides. The lower
end of the strip 14 is not connected to the blank
10 so that a pocket is formed for receiving pad-
ding material {5, such as, for example, cotton
fibers. The strlp 14 and the underlying portion
of the blank constitute the- heel-covering portion
of the bootee and the straps {2 and 13 are used

to secure the assembled bootee to the infant's

foot. - One of the straps may be prr.mded with a
button {6 while the other has a loop or eye 17 for
connecting the ends of the straps 12 and i3

“around the ankle.

Immediately adjacent the ankle stra,p portions
12 and 12 and on opposite sides of the mid-por-

tion 1! are a pair of generally rectangular in

shape flap members 18 and {9 which have por-
tions of their forward or lower edges 20 and 21
inclined forwardly and converging inwardly to
form the sides of the bootee. Thus, when the
flaps I8 and {9 and their inclined edges 20 and
21 are folded upwardly, as shown in Figs. 2 and
3, these flaps cover the sides of the ankles, the
sides of the arch and the toes.

The corners of the flaps 18 and I9 adjacent
the ankle straps {2 and 13 are provided with
loops 22 and 23 which receive the buttons 24 and

29, respectively, on the outside of the ankle straps

12 and 13.

The toe covering portion of the bootee may
consist of a generally hexagonal flap 26, which
extends outwardly from the inner ends of the
converging edges 20 and 24, having an end 21
which is substantially parallel to the upper edge
of the blank, |

The outermost corners of the toe covering por-
tion 26 may be provided with loops 28, 29, 30 and
31 which may receive the buttons 32, 33, 34 and
39, respectively, to complete the bootee, as shown
in g, 3.

Before the bootee is to be placed on the infant’s
foot, the padding 15 is inserted in the pocket (4
and then the ankle strap is fastened by the but-
ton 16 and loop 11, as shown in Fig, 2. The sides
are then attached by means of the buttons 24
and 25 and the loops 22 and 23. The end 26 is
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then folded upwardly and fastened with buttons
32, 33, 34 and 35 and loops 28, 28, 30 and 31, as
shown in Fig. 3. If desired the sides and ends
can be fastened first and then placed on the
infant’s foot and the ankle strap fastened last.
The bootee, thus formed, affords complete pro-

tection for the back, sole, sides and toes of the

foof and is so arranged that the bootee cannot be
kicked off by the infant because of the ankle
straps {2 and 13, The padding {5 protects the
back of the heel when the infant is lying down.
When the bootee becomes dirty it can be laun-
dered after removing the paddmg {5 and ironed
tlat.

These bootees are susceptlble to considerable
modification, for example, the parts which are

illustrated as being angular in shape may be

rounded or curved. Also, snap fasteners, Zippers
or other similar detachable fa,stenmg means may
be used instead of buttons.
- The appearance of the bootees may he modi-
fled considerably by utilizing various types of
materials such as, for example, quilted, decorated
or plain fabrics of various types, and they may
~or plain fabrics of various types, and they may be
provided with bows and other ornaments as may
be desired. Also, the material used as a lining
may be of a different color or type than the mate-
rial forming the outer covering of the bootees
to produce novel effects. Therefore, the Iorm of
the invention described herein should be consid-
ered as illustrative of the invention and not as
limiting the scope of the foﬂlowma claim.
I claim:

A blank of flexible ma,terlal for a baby bootee
comprising a generally rectangular mid-portion,
laterally extending generally right triangular
flaps having their bases connected to said blank
‘mid-portion at opposite sides thereof and their
richt angularly related sides in alignment with

4

" curement of their corners together at the front

10

15

of the angle, a rectangular strip connected to
said blank between the bases of said triangular
flaps and joined to the blank at its sides and at
said one end of the blank to form a pocket, cush-
iong material in said pocket, a second pair of flaps
connected on opposite sides of said blank mid-
portion substantially contiguous with said tri-
angular flaps, said second pair of flaps having
generally rectangular outer end portions and
inwardly and forwardly converging edges on the
sides farthest from said ankle strap flaps, a sub-
stantially hexagonal flap connected to said blank
mid-portion adjacent to said converging edges,
the end of the blank md-portion between said
converging edges forming one of the sides of said

- hexagonal flap, means for securing the corners

of the triangular ankle flaps together, means for
securing the rectangular ends of said second pair

o9 of flaps to said angle straps to form the sides of

a bootee, and means for securing said hexagonal
flap in substantially matching overlapping rela-
tionship to the inwardly and forwardly converg-
ing edges of said second pair of flaps to form

9g the foe covering portion of sald bootee.
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